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fiallanf  rnnHiir»nffi«>n«»raU  WftoatPj-  and  Arnolds  Arnold 

makes  a  stand  at  Radfield«.l8  obliged  to  retreat>Foilowg 
the  enemy  to  Sagatnck  bridge^ Action  f here^Jixpedition  of 
Colonel  Meigs  to  Saggharbour...Sir  William  Howe  takes 
the  field...Hi8  sudden  retreat  to  Amboy^  Washington  moves 
his  army  to  Quibbletown«.Howe  evacuates  the  Jerseys^ 
Cteneral  Schuyler  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  North- 
ern army>.Generai  St  Clair  ordered  to  the  command  of  Ti- 
conderoga>.The  weak  state  of  that  garrison».Bmy)yne 
makes  his  appearance  before  it^iSt  Clair  evacuates  it  and 
joins  Greneral  Schuyler.  '  1 

Chap.  ii.  The  events  of  1777  continued.«Reflections  on  St 
Clair's  retreat^Xreneral  Schuyler  removes  to  Stillwater.. 
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Chap.  III.  Events  of  1777  continued«.Meeting  of  the  two  ar- 
mies of  Washington  and  Howe  on  the  SchuylkilL.Battlo 
prevented  by  a  storm«.Narrow  escape  of  Hamilton  and  Lee.« 
Unfortunate  fate  of  Monsieur  de  Coudray ...General  Wayne 
is  surprised  by  the  enemy,  and  suffers  considerable  loss... 
■  Sir  William  Howe  enters  Philadelphia  in  tiiumph...Con- 
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'  Washington...Lord  Howe  enters  the  Delaware... Battle  of 
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up  the  Hudson«.They  retire  to  New- York...GeneraI  Gates's 
letter  to  General  Vaughan-.  Anecdote  of  a  Spy-.Movements 
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my  establish  themselves  on  Province  Island...Heroick  de- 
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to  the  Catawba«.1s  there  joined  by  General  Greene-Xom- 
Dvallis  is  prevented  from  crossing  by  the  sudden  rise  of  the 
Threr.Jjleneral  Davidson  opposing  his  passage,  is  killed^  . 
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TMeton  disperses  the  militia  at  Temnte^iChreene  retreats  * 

to  Guilford  Coart^House,  crosses  the  Yadkin,  and  is 
again  saved  by  the  swelling  of  the  river...Greene  and  IIu-^ 
ger  form  a  junction  at  Guiironl-Court-Hous(v..Tliey  re- 
treat to  Virpjinia  across  the  Dan«.Skirmish  between  Lpo's 
and  Tarleton's  hor9e«.Comwallis  moves  to  llillsboroui;!!*..  • 
Greene  recrosses  the  Dan  and  advances  towards  the  Bri- 
tish^Lee  disperses  a  larg^e  party  of  loyalists  iimler  Colo- 
nel Pyle~.His  attempts  to  bring  Tarleton  to  action  fail— 
The  latter  retreats  to  Hillsborough.Xomwallis  again 
mores  in  pamiitof  Greene*  forces  Colonel  Williams  to 
tftfagiatiiiMaiMBuvres  of  Lee  and  his  lcgioa.»General  Greene 
retirea  across  the  Haw,  and  Comwaliis  relinquishes  the 
|mrsiilt..Oreeiie  receives  a  Teinforcement..Moves  to  Gail- 
ftffd  Coart-Houae.Jlattfe  of  GuillbnUOefeat-of  Gene* 
ral  OreeneJComwallis  retires  to  Wilmiiig;toii«Xh«eiie 
imnoeshimaa  far  as  Ramsaj's  mill,  where  he  encamps  his 
armj.  373 
Cravw  xvtt.  Events  of  1781  continiiacLJIevoU  of  thePemisjl- 
Tania  troops  at  Morristown~.Sir  Henry  Clinton  attempts  to 
take  adviiiitao;e  of  the  discontents^His  agents  are  ileliver- 
ed  up  by  the  mutineers  at  Princeton..A  committee  of  Con- 
gress meet  them  at  Trenton,  and  adjust  their  claims.^The 
New  Jersey  line  revolt, are  reduced  to  obedience,  and  their 
ringleaders  executed«.Views  of  Washinp^ton  with  regard  to 
the  state  of  the  country -.Arnold's  expedition  to  Virtrinia^. 
He  destroys  tlie  stores  at  Richmond,  .Smithtield,  and  else- 
whm»  and  establishes  himself  at  Portsmouth^ Washington 
iaDs  upon  the  French  commanders  to  cooperate  with  him 
in  an  expedition  against  Amold«.The  Marquis  de  la  Fay- 
ette seiit  widi  a  detachment  to  AnnapolisJSngagement  of 
the  F^ch  and  English  squadrons  oft*  Cape  Henr7«.Admt* 
'     nd  D'Bstonches  retires  to  Newport«The  Marquis  de  hi 
Fajretto  recalled  from  AnnapoKs*  and  ordered  to  Vk]g^.  ' 
idiuMajor  General  Phillips  is  sent  with  a  strong  detach- 
iMBttoveinforce  the  British  armjatPortamoath,and  takes.  - 
the  coinmand«»Hi8  marauding  excursions  np  the  James  Rt- 
▼er-The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  arrhres  at  Richmond,  and, 
is  joined  by  the  militia  utider  Barop  Steuben.,.General 
Phillips  moves  with  his  forces  to  Petersburij...  1  he  NIarquls 
establishes  himself  now  iiiclaaond.^Genei'al  Greene  movci 
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from  IUiiiflaj'smiU,aiidadvance9toCaiiibdeDJMai^ 
Lee  invest  Fort  Watson*  and  reduce  it^Battle  of  Cambden, 
and  retreat  of  General  Greene.JLiord  Bawdon  evacuates 
Cambden,  and  retires  to  Monk's  Comer.»The  post  of 
Motte'g  surrenders  to  Marion  and  Lee«.The  Americans  re- 
duce Orjin«i;eburj^  and  Fort  Gianbv.^Maiioii  «»;uins  posses- 
sion of  Augiista—fireene  laj^s  sie^e  to  Ninrty-Six — at- 
tf  mpts  a  storm  and  is  repulsod^.  Arrival  of  Lord  liawdon 
%vitli  reinforcrments...Gr!U'i ;il  (ivtM  iir  rt'lrcals — Is  pursu- 
ed bj  Lord  Rawduii  to  the  Eiinoi „,Kvacuatioii  of  Nine- 
ty-Six—Skirmifthcs  of  Lee's  legion  at  Monk's  Curnur— . 
flt  Quinibcy  Bnd^e...GenerBl  Greene  retires  witlihis  army 

to  the  liirrh  hills  of  Santoe.  40t> 
Chap,  xvni.  Events  of  1781  continued -.Capture  of  Mr.  Lau- 
rens on  his  way  to  Ilolland—Marvhind  ac  cedes  to  the  con- 
federation-J)eath  of  General  PhiUip8«.ComwaUi8  enters 
Vii^nia...Ma!  fjiil«  <le  la  Fayette  forms  a  junction  with  Ge- 
neral \Vayne«.Anjerican  stores  destroyed  at  the  Point  of 
Fork».Bar()n  Steuben  escapes  vith  his  levieH,,.TarletOtt\n- 
ters  Cbarlotteville..Narrow  escape  of  the  Govemour  and 
Legislature  of  V irginia^xtensive  destruction  of  tobacco 
and  other  American  property  by  the  British  army  JThe  ene- 
my are  intercepted  by  the  Marquis  in  their  attempt  upon 
Albemarle.«BM:on  Steuben  succeeds  in  joining;  the  Mar* 
quis^omwallis  retves  down  the  James  River^kimnsh 
between  Butler  and  Simcoe  on  the  Chickahominy^Baltle 
of  GreeLS])ringM.Cornwallis  crosses  the  river,  and  retires 
to  Poi  tsnH)uth.„Moves  fron»  thence  to  York  and  Giout  es- 
ter«.Aftairs  of  the  North...A\'ashinL':ton  and  fount  Koihain- 
beau  plan  an  attack  against  New-Voi  k...Sir  Henry  Clinton 
is  deceived,  and  the  allied  amiies  move  to  V  ir;L:inia-. Arri- 
val of  the  Count  de  Grasse.-Action  between  tlie  Frencli 
aiid  British  fleets  oft'tlie  Capes  of  V'i!-gi!iia~.The  Count  de 
Barras  entci  s  the  Che8apeake«.Washinji;t on  joins  the  Mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette  and  St  Cimon  at  WiHiamsburg.«The 
combined  armies  move  towards  York~.General  Greene 
mores  from  the  hills  of  Santee^Execution  of  Colonel 
Hayne  atCharleston«.Temper  with  which  Greene  marches 
to  tiie  enemy-Battle  of  the  Bntsw  SpiingsJThe  enemy  re- 
tire to  Charle8toa«£xpeditioii  of  Aniold  agsinst  New- 
'  London.  436 
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Chap.  xix.  Events  of  1781  continued^Siogc  of  York,  and 
surrender  of  Lord  CornwaUis.,.Univer8al  joj  whicli  that 
event  occasioned-.Sir  Henry  Clinton  appears  oft'  the  Capes 
of  Virginia  with  tlio  British  fleet,  and  an  army  of  7000 
men^Hears  of  the  fall  of  CornwaUis,  and  returns  to  New- 
York^Inexplicable  conduct  of  that  commander^The  Mar* 
qiib  de  St  Cimon  reembarks,  and  the  Count  de  Graaaete* 
turna  to  the  West  Indies^The  Count  Rochambeau  can- 
'iona  hia  amj  in  Vugmia^ajor  General  St  Clair  ae&t  to 
the  aaaiatance  of  Greene.«Waaliing;tNm  retirea  to  Tliilailel- 
phia..llie  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  obtains  permiasieii  to 
return  to  France-Jlobert  Morris  is  appointed  Miriister  of 
finance.«General  Lincoln  is  made  Seclretarj  of  War.Jtfr. 
Laurena  is  released  from  the  tower^JVospect  of  the  conn* 
try  at  the  close  of  tiic  year.  458 

Chap.  xx.  Events  of  1782...Situation  of  General  Greene's  ar- 
my...Mr.  Laurent  liberated  from  the  tower...Mai*quis  de  la 
Fayette  returns  to  France.. .Mutiny  in  the  southern  ar- 
my...Skirmishes  between  General  Wayne  and  tlie  ene- 
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dence between  General  Leslie  nud  Govemour  Matthews... 
Charleston  is  evacuated. ..Count  de  Grasse  defeated  in  the 
"West  Indie8...Siesre  of  Gibraltar.. .Mr.  Adams  forms  a 
treaty  urith  Holland,  and  olytains  a  loan...Propositions  in 
tiie  British  parliament  for  j)eace..Xoni  North  resigns  and 
issncceeded  by  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham..  J)eath  of  this 
nobleman^Xord  Sheibume  placed  at  the  bead  of  flie  ad- 
mini8tration,.«Sir  Gnjr  Carleton  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  British  forces  in  America—Case  of  Captain 
Huddy...Sir  Guy  Carleton  attempts  a  correspondence  with 
Congress...A  passport  is  refused  to  his  sccretiry^.Commis- 
missioners  appointed  to  negotiate  a  general  peace...Nego- 
tiation  at  Paris... Provisional  articles  signed  between  £ng- 
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CHAPTER  L 

'  MimpUulatiwUf-^Evenis  of  1 777 — Low  state  of  the  American  ^rmy 
aiMnrUUmt^l)ismi3sion  of  Dr,  StringeTtOndreioluHon  ^ 
Confess  f  eensttrkig  €kmral  Sehuyler'^s  wmU  of  respect — Stcis 
ofthebritishJirm y  >Bxpedition  of  Comwallis  agiingiBound' 
trwih  Abrroii'  eteape  of  General  Ldneoln  Qovernour  Trjf^ 
9tH  tatgidUimMjgmmdJDmUmry — Gmtkmf  emduet  of  Oenerub 
9f69tUr  md  AnM  ■  JmM  maku  «  itaiiid  tAMadfiM^h 
nHUgedto  tdnai^^Mlowf  ike  cifemy  <o  A^ffltiiclp  M<%»-» 
JkHiMt6ere-''-'^BxpiiiHimiif  ColmidJbi§$  to  Sdggharitmt 

uates  the  JerseyB  ■  Of  ergi  Sthmflet  appoinUd  lo  tib  ^w^iiiflti^ 

of  the  JS^orthern  Army — General  8t,  C^ir  ordered  to  the  com- 
mand of  Tkonderoga — Hie  weak  state  of  that  garrison— 'Bur- 
goyne  makes  his  appearance  before  it — 6'^  Clair  evacuates  U 
and  joins  Qeneral  Schuyler. 

THE  army  under  General  Washington  had 
never  been  mm  eciivf^  nor  the  cautious  ekiil  «f  the 
ConMMder  mm  eompiciiously  displayed^  tkn  iwh 
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ingthc  winter  campaign  of  177^*    Beaten,  and  dri- 
veu  from  hia  strong  positions  on  the  >^oliii  Hiver^ 
wilfa  the  loM  of  a  large  portion  ef  his  army,  we  have 
leea  that  OeneralWashington  fomi  hiuaelf  reluctant- 
ly compelled  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat  across  the 
Jerseys  iato  Penasylvama^  with  a  shattered  force  of 
little  mere  than  three  thousand  men.   Arrived  at 
'  Newark^  Washins;ton  felt  as  if  the  struggle  most 
soon  be  terminated ;  but  he  felt  too,  that  tlie  western 
werld  contained  too  many  secure  and  safe  retreats  for 
the  BOBS  of  liberty^  to  admit  even  the  ihomentary  idea 
of  beini:;  compelled  to  relinquish  their  independence. 
There  was  a  world  beyoad  the  mountains,  to  which 
he  looked  as  a  dernier  asylum.   My  neck,-  said  he,  to 
Ids  friend  Colonel  Bead,  does  not  feel  as  though  ft 
were  made  for  a  haUei — if  diiven  from  eveiy  other 
place^  we  must  cross  the  Allegany  mountains.    AX  ^ 
no  period  ^  our  trying  contest,  were  the  hopes  of  the 
American  army  at  so  low  an  ebb.   The  royal  forces 
bad  been  everywhere  successful ;  the  term  of  service 
■of  the  greater  part  of  our  .soldiers,  lii^as.  about  expir- 
ing; many  of  our  most  meritorious  and  useful  o&*  . 
cers  'w«re  in'flie  bands  ef  tte  enemy ;  and  Comwal-  ' 
Its,  flashed  with  recent  victory,  was  then  in  hot  pur- 
suit of  the  flying  band  that  stuck  to  the  fortunes  of 
.Washington.  If  .  ConiwalUs  had  been  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  British  army  at  this  time^  instead  of 
General  Hewe^  who  seems  at  all  times  to  have  labour- 
ed nnder  some  strange  infatuation  in  his  conduct  of 
ttie  war^  the  revolution  would  in  all.  probability  have 
closed  here,  and  we  might  have  been  at  tliis  day  un- 
der the  guardianship  of  the  Mother  Country.  We 
have  seen  that  L<»d  ComwftUis  entered  Newadi  on- 
ly 9l  few  hours  after  Washin^hm  had  eviM^naled  it ; 
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and  that  if  his  orders  had  oot  beeu  peremptory,  to  ad- 
vance no  further  than  Branawick>  >vliich  last  placn  ' 
Iw  nlao  veaclMd  just  as  dm  rear  of  WaaUnj^mr'a  Boei^ 
my  were  quitting  it,  he  must  incvHably  have  prevent- 
ed them  from  orossiug  the  Delaware.    If  General 
.  Howe  had  even  MepdeA  iQ  il^^  ' 
laiifMis  of  bis  iiiursimg  General,  "^iftingkin  mnk 
have*  been  overtaken  at  Princeton ;  but  Providence 
had  decreed  that  we  should  l^/f^e,  or  the  activify  of 
Ottmrallu  wmM  bave  Imm  ^l|rf|eiettt  «o 
.  ciwiiiiiaw^  ^'AoVe'i^ 
dilatory    disposition.     At    Newark,  Brunswick, 
Princeton,  and   Trento%  the  escape  of  Waah^ 
iDgton  fliay  almoet  be  irepuded  jao.ttiraoikNw.  Jit  / 
Brunswick,  thirteen  bnndred  of  bis  men,  the  Jersey 
And  Maryland  brigades,  deserted  him,  their  period  of. ' 
aervice  having  there  expired,  and  no  indncemenl  be*  • 
fag  anflcient  to-  detain  tbem^  a  moMOk  beyond  Ihdr' 
legal  engagement.    After  crossiug  the  Delaware,  iivo 
hundred  otliers  abandoned  bim^  ao  that  his  whole 
force  now  amomited  to  no  mm  fhaa  aefnnieeftknh 
died  men. 

•  What  added  greatly  to  the  emharrassraeiits  of 
i   Washington  at  this  critical  juncture  of  his  affairs, 
was  aj^mlamiifi^n  isaned  by  like  two  b^^ 
and  General  Howe,  oommanding  all  persons  ih  anne  • 
against  His  Majestfs  government,  all  general  and 
provincial  Congresses,  and  all  others  who  were  aid*^ 
ing  aad  abetting  the  rebels,  fortb^witb  to  deaiat  fiom 
their  treaaonabk  practices,  and  retnhi  to  their  homes  . 
^      and  business,  on  the  pmmise  of  a  full  pardon.  The 
effects  of  this  proclamalion  upon  the  wea^L  and  tiaud^ 
and  pariicnlarly  i^on  the.'^meo:  of  fartoiie,  wh^  Hfeie 
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frilling  to  ka  ptMoto  only,  wUle  tikero       no  flao« 

ger,  were  truly  alarming  to  the  friends  of  freedom, 
and  bighly  disgraceful  to  the  .Americaa  ciiaracter. 
Maiqr-iiIHUi  wliMeaid  mbA  uUhieiioe^  tho  stiMst  nli- 
«Bce  had  been  placed^  eonsenlltd  to  abandon  the 
cause  of  freedom,  honour,  and  their  country,  in  this 
.  hour  of  dark  aad  gloomy  despondence,  and  to  throw 
liwmaelTea  aft.  the  feet  of  His  Miyoaty'a  mordfiil 
comiiiissionevs,  in  penitent  submission.  Wc  have  not 
a  word  to  aajr  agpunst  the  condact  of  those^  wha> 
wkao  tha  qaoatkm  of  jrobeUion^  or  iioii*naiataacO|: 
waa  yet  midecidod^  whe&  tile  daifaig  project'  of  iode<> 
^  .  pendence  was  yet  a  problem  of  fearful  solution,  pre- 
ferred the  character  of  obedient  loyalists,  to  that  oi 
ol«bi|oni  and  disoikiiieiited  rebelsi  thoy  had  the  aii-> 
toriiM  right  of  ciMnce;  but  when  the  barrier  ihet  so-, 
parated  treason  from  resistance  had  been  passed;  when 
the  wJlole  natioa  had  declared  that  they  were,  and  of 
fi^t  ooghi  to  bo,  free  an4  indq^endentf  when  the 
banner  of  wat*  had  been  unfurled  hi  the  name  of 
thirteen  United  States^  who  had  mutually  aud.inter- 
ckangeably  pledged  their  Uyes,  their  fortonea,  and 
'  •  UMir  aaetoA  iMMonray  In  the  cisttfid^then  the  choice 
had  been  madc^  the  time  for  wavering  had  been  pas- 
sed, and  those  who  had  silently  acquiesced  in^  were 
miiimdty  boond  by,  the  .decisiivi  of  tbeur  coantry* 
The  desertion  of  flie patriot  canae  flieny  was  adding 
cowardice  to  treason,  meanness  to  hypocrisy;  and  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the  impartial  hisftoriaa  to  hold 
np  the  donblocrnm  to  the  oxecraiion  <rf  posterity. 

After  the  capture  of  General  Lee,  which  to  say  the 
least,  was  the  effect  of  his  reprehensible  contempt  of 
ftrsunal  danger,  the  command  of  hiaforces  4eyol?ed 
on  GenMd  Bnllivan,  whommn  after  jmnod  General 
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Washington  in  Pennsylvania,  and  thus  increased  ihi 
army  to  al)out  five  thousand  men  ;  nearly  one  half  of 
which,  however,  quit  the  service  on  the  1st  of  Janua- 
ry upon  the  expiration  of  their  term.  We  have  seen 
with  w»hat  preeminent  skill  Washington  planned  and 
executed  a  scheme  for  recroasing  the  Delaware  into 
Jersey,  and  giving  battle  to  Knyphausen  and  his 
formidable  Hessians,  over  whom  he  obtained  the 
most  signal  victory ;  having  with  the  loss  of  only 
four  or  five  men,  taken  nearly  a  thousand  prisoners, 
with  whom  he  returned  to  his  position  in  Pennsylva- 
nia on  the  same  evening,  and  thus  once  more  raised 
the  smiles  of  hope  in  the  American  camp.  The  read- 
er has  had  occasion  to  remark  how  oftcji  it  Jias  been 
the  fortune  of  Washington,  to  be  overruled  in  his 
wisest  measures,  by  the  council  of  his  officers.  Had 
he  followed  his  own  inclination,  after  the  battle  of 
Trenton,  and  pursued  the  routed  enemy,  the  events 
of  this  cold,  terrible  and  disastrous  winter  would  have 
been  widely  different;  but  he  was  at  all  times  too 
modest  as  well  as  too  prudent  to  rely  solely  upon  his 
own  judgment.  This  signal  success  of  Washington^ 
against  that  poHion  of  the  enemy  too,  who  had  always 
been  looked  upon  by  the  Americans  with  a  sort  of 
fearful  horrour,  gave  to  the  officers  an  opportunity 
which  was  not  suffered  to  escape,  of  appealing  to  the 
patriotism  and  feelings  of  the  militia ;  and  not  with- 
out some  success — a  few  hundreds  of  them  were  in- 
duced to  join  Generals  Mifflin  and  Greene  ;  wliile  the 
continentals,  in  the  true  spirit  of  hireling  mercenaries, 
after  accepting  an  extra  bounty  often  dollars  for  reen- 
listing,  basely  deserted  Washington,  to  the  number 
of  five  hundred,  after  he  had  returned  to  Trenton,  and 
fttthe  moment  when  a  battle  was  expected,  upon  the 


*  f 

0  ^AlABBlCAN  REVOLUTION. 

V    issue  of  which^  the  ultimate  fate  of  the  country  was 
fiupposed  tohang.. 

Lord  OornwatUsy  wlio^  after  \a»  muittecesBf al  pur- 
suit of  Wathington  as  fkr  as  the  Delaware,  liad  re- 
turned  to  New  York  with  the  view  of  embarking  for 
£ngland^  liearing  of  the  movements  of  the  Americau 
Iroops^  abandaoed  all  thoughts  of  his  voyage  for  the 
.  present^  and  hastened  to  join  General  Grant,  who  al 
the  head  of  the  Britisii  forces  had  marched  to  meet 
the  Americaus  at  Trenton.    Washington  with  about 
ilye  thousand  men  was  posted  on  the  south  bank  of 
8anpink  Creek  ;  a  force  greatly  inferiour  in  numbers 
to  that  of  the  enemy,  and  composed  chiefly  of  raw, 
undisciplined  milida.    He  had  about  thirty  pieces  of 
attiltery  posted  on  the  bank  of  the  creek^  which  was 
easily  fordable  in  every  part  of  it,  and  in  this  perilous 
situation  hung  the  destinies  of  the  young  iiepublick> 
when  Cmmwallis  arrived  on  the  o^osite.  bank  of  the 
'creek.  We  have  more  than  once  in  the  tonrse  of  this 
history,  had  occasion  to  remark,  that  when  the  hopes 
of  the  Americans  were  9X  the  lowest  ebb,  when  the 
fate  of  their  hitzardoQs  conflict  seemed  to  hang  upon  n  • 

*  'single  thread,  and  when  dealli  and  slaveiy  were-fhe- 
only  alternatives  in  their  view,  something  has  occur- 
red, like  the  special  interference  of  Pjrovidence,  to 
avert  the  threatened  danger^  and  throw  the  snnshine 
of  hope  over  the  gloom  of  despair.  So  it  happen- 
ed in  the  present  instance.  If  Lord  Cornwallis  had  • 
listened  to  the  advice  of  Sir  Williani  Erskine,  and 
made  an  immediate  nttsidk  upon  .tiie  Americans^  in- 
jslead  of  lying  down  to  enjoy  a  night  of  repose,  in 
.the  sanguine  assurance  that  his  victim  conld  not  es- 
cape him^  nothing  conld  have  saved  onr  little  any. 
from  anndulaiion.  Bat  the^  mosMits  devoted  by- 
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the  British  coinBiaodec  to  sleep,  were  far  otherwise  ^ 
•mployed  by  Washuigtoii.   He  saw  the  peril  of 
;sitiitttioii»  and  as  upon  all  occaaioiia  of  hnpoftantieri 
called  his  ofticers  together  to  consult  upon  the  mcana^- 
of  safety.    In  this  instance^  his  advice  was  fortunate-  ^ 
ly  adopted*— an  imnediate  retreat  to  Priacet^iiL  was 
'  daterauned  Qpon^  and  flie  annals  of  war. would  be  ' 
consulted  iu  vain,  for  an  example  of  a  manoeuvre  of 
such  consumviate  skill.    The  two  armies  were  separ 
fated  only  by  *  nairow  c#|^^^,«0i€es  ^f.  jAil^ip^- 
iineta  on  eit^  sidoi  eonld.  Be  distinctly  heard  |b»jr 
the  other ;  and  a  musket-hiill  from  either  camp  would 
hai^e  passed  far  over  the  rear  of  the  other.  The 
Ireatkw  for  aeveral  days  had  been  wam^  wet^  and 
foggy,  and  the  roads  weire  ^o  muddy  and  deep  as- to 
be  almost  impassahle — To  have  crossed  the  Delaware 
in  view  ai,  the  enaaiy  wonld  hai^e  bi^en  attended  with 
inliiHe  haaurd ;  and  lo  have  attevipted  to  pnrsnci  the 
course  of  the  river  to  the  ferry  opposite  Philadelphia, 
lyould  have  been  equally  dangerous.  No  alternative 
wag  left  bni  to  mardi.jby  a  cire^itoas  rjiite  tovCi^tM^e" 

aad  evai^thifl  wonld  have  beeoiiJiiMj^fiii^^  • 
cable,  hut  for  a  sudden  change  in  the  weather.  The 
wind  shifted  to  the  North  W/sst,  a  severe  frost  ensued, 
•eyea  while  theottqera  wero  deliberatingy  and  by^^ie 
titne  the  troops  were  ready  to  move^  the  ground  W|ia 
hard  and  firm.  Nothint;  could  iiave  been  better  man- 
agi&d  than  the  stratagem  adoptr  d  to  deceive  the  ene- 
ny.:  large  ires  haviiig  been  kindled  in  fitml  of  the 
whole  line,  and  kept  in  full  blaze  all  night,  which  ef- 
fectually pre  vented  the  operations  of  those  behind  them  . 
from  being  observed^  while  aithe  same  tim^e  it  induced 
a  belief  thai  Washington  waa  calmly  preparing  for  a 
morning  encounter.    Lieutenant  Colonel  Mawhoud^  .  / 

■  • 
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:  with  three  Britbli  regiments,  bad  been  left  «i  Prioeer 

ion,  and  had  but  just  quitted  it  on  a  diffeieut  road  to 
join  the  main  army  at  Trentoiii  as  the  Americans  came 

\  Ifi  qghti  r  OenewA  Mercer,  who  coBimaftded  the  centre 
i^tfae  American  anuy^haviog  advanced  to  attadthiii^ 
with  rather  more  coura|2;e  than  caution,  his  militia  were 
thrown  into  complete  coufasion,  and  the  result  would 

(  haye  be^n  &tal  to  the  whole  mmj^  but  for  the  moai 
unexampled  coolness  and  presence  of  mind,  joined^  ' 
the  most  heroick  valour,  on  jthe  part  of  Washington. 
The  exposure  of  bis  person  on  that  day  ta  the.fire  ctf 
both  armies,  and  liia  providential^escape  from  injury, 
will  call  to  mind  the  ciiciimslance  of  bis  having  been 
several  times  distinctly  aimed  at  by  his  Indian  ene- 
iniesy  on  the  day  that  proved  ao  fatal  to  the  unfortunate 
Braddock.  These  repeated  instancea  of  extraordinary 
*  preservation,  not  only  to  AV\ishins;ton  hut  to  the  cause 
in  which  he  had  embarked^  almost  justiiy. the  prevar 
kntaupentUion^^hitt  Heaven  fought  on  our  aide^ ;  . ; 

ITfae  fortune  of  the  day  was  soon  changed  by  the 
intrepidity  of  Washington  ;  and  Colonel  Mawhood, 

'  w|lh.  sreat  difficulty,  saved  his  brigade  from  total  de- 

.  iilllmm^v^f^  foQgU  with  the  moat  distin- 

guished bravery,  and  suffered  severely  from  the  vi- 
gour with  which  they  charged  the  American  line.  The- 
anrprise  of  Cornwailis,  when  ionied  th^  next  mom-, 
ing  by  tlie  firing  at  Fiincetoiip  may  be  eaeily  ima^Af 
ed.  He  had  fancied  it  impossible  for  the  Americans 
to  escape ;  but  now  he  began  to  fear  that  he  might  be; 
able  to  push  on  to.  JBmnawieki  wliere  the  atores  m4 

'  baggage  of  his  army  lay  without  adequate  protection, 
and  with  a  view  therefore  to  intercept  them,  he  now 
retraced  his  march  with  as  much  rapidity  as  he  had  ad- 

moed  to  Tcentwv  ,eoM^  Waahingtnn^  tmrntmr. 
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did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  ventarc  to  Brunswick  with 
his  fatigued  and  harassed  troops,  though  urged  to  it 
by  the  proi^pect  of  releasing  General  Lee  from  capti- ' 
vitjy  and  of  making  himself  master  of  the  baggage  of 
the  whole  British  army.  His  men  had  been  without 
sleep  or  provisions  for  two  days  and  nights^  and  too 
BDUch  depended  upon  their  safety  to  run  the  hazard  of 
being  overtaken  by  the  fresh  troops  of  Cornwallis. 
Washington  therefore  retired  from  Princeton  to  Phicke- 
min,  about  twenty  miles  North  West  of  Brunswick, 
on  the  road  to  Morristown,  which  had  been  consider- 
ed as  a  safe  and  important  position.  It  was  well  that 
this  determination  was  made,  as  Cornwallis  did  not 
halt  until  he  reached  Brunswick,  where  he  arrived, 
before  it  would  have  been  possible  for  the  Americans 
to  have  effected  any  thing,  had  they  attempted  it.  In 
this  affair  with  Colonel  Mawhood,  General  Mercer, 
by  whom  the  attack  was  begun  with  the  Philadelphia 
militia,  received  three  bayonet  wounds,  which  proved 
mortal. 

Early  in  December,  Congress  had,  by  the  advice  of 
Generals  Putnam  and  Mifflin,  determined  to  adjourn 
from  Philadelphia  to  Baltimore,  where  they  met  on  the 
20th  :  and  one  among  their  first  acts  was  to  declare  the 
authority  of  General  Washington  supreme  and  inde- 
pendent, in  every  thing  which  concerned  the  conduct 
and  management  of  the  war.  This  was  such  an  evi- 
dence of  "perfect  reliance  on  the  wisdom,  vigour,  and 
uprightness"  of  one  man,  as  had  never  before  been 
given  by  any  people,  under  any  circumstances ;  and  it 
may  be  safely  asserted,  that  the  history  of  the  world 
does  not  produce  an  instance  of  a  man  who  presumed 
80  little  upon  the  possession  of  power  so  absolute.  The 
lives  and  property  of  the  whole  country  w  ere  placed 
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.  al  his  disposal.   He  was  anthorised  to  appoint  and 

displace  officers  at  will ;  to  call  upon  the  governments 
of  the  respective  states  for  any  aumber  of  men  he  might 

'  .  tbink  proper;  to  raise  a  considerable  army  and  to  e$- 
lablish  their  pay  ;  to  take  whatever  he  might  want  for 
the  armyi  wherever  he  might  be ;  aud  ^<  to  arrest  and 

,  confine  persons  who  r^icss  to  take  the  continental  cur^ 
renc^f  or  are  atkerwiee  disaffected  to  the  jBmericam 
cauee,^'  The  modesty  and  forbearance  of  Washing- 
ton under  this  weight  of  honour  and  of  puwer^  may  be 
Iwgarded  as  a  phenomenon  in  the  moral,  as  well  as  in 
the  political  world  ^  and  the  full  confidence  which  the 
Congress  now  placed  in  the  integrity  of  a  man  so  late- 
ly and  so  suddenly  raised  to  this  high  rank  against  the 
wishes  of  a  nnmerous  and  powerful  party,  spoke  more 
in  his  praise  than  all  which  could  have  been  said  by 
his  most  zealous  panegyrist. 

Nothinge  can  more  clearly  sliow  the  scanty  resonr- 
ces  of  the  country^  and  the  little  hope  that  was  enter- 
tained of  a  successful  termination  to  the  Revolutionary 
struggle,  than  the  steps  which  Congixss  were  compell- 
ed to  take,  to  ensure  a  inspect  for,  the  continental 
currency"— those'  who  refused  to  receive  it,  were 
threatened  w  ith  punishment,  and  placed  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  military  chief  I — ^Labouring  under  so  many 

:  duadvantages,  with  an  army  reduced  almost  to  noth« 
mgf  a  militia  ready  to  sell  their  services  to  the  highest 
bidder,  and  a  victorious  enemy  driving  them  from  place 
toplace^  the  Congress  deserve  immortal  honour  for 
the  bold  and  independent  tone  of  their  measures ;  as 
well  those  which  related  to  their  intercourse  with  fo- 
reign nations,  as  those  that  were  intended  to  maintain 
the  supremacy  o(  their  authority  at  home.  The  Com: 
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iBteioiim  appditiCed  ^  ttlD  oourb    Yienna,  Bpai^y 

Prussia,  and  Tuscany,  were  respectively  instructed  to 
Msure  them  that  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
would  be  loaintainM  at  all  haaBiids }  and  the  Com- 
niagioiiers  to  France  and  Spain  weie  directed  to  pro- 
mise a  declaration  of  war  against  the  Portuguese  Mon- 
arch, provided  such  an  event  would  be  .agreei^ble  to  * 
their  Catholic  and  Chriatian  Majesties. 

The  refusal  of  the  ehemy^  to  abide  by  the  {erms  Of . 
the  cartel,  which  had  been  settledby  Generals  Wash- 
ington and  Howe  for  the  exi^haugeoC  prifc^^i^yintbe 
case  of  General  Lee,  their  cruelties  to  the  pirlioners  iii 
general,  and  the  enormities  which  they  every  where 
committed  against  the  persons  and  properties  of  inno- 
cent individuals^  in  Jersey  and  New  York^  have  al< 
ready  been  spoken  bf«  They  not  only  exasperate  the 
Congress  to  enter  into  resolutions  of  retaliation,  bat 
they  had  a  result  much  more  beneficial  to  the  cause  of  * 
the  United  States.  The  peoii|Wivere  roused  to  acts 
of  revenge,  and  t&e  foraging  parties  of  theenemy  were 
made  to  feel  the  consequences  of  their  licentious  out- 
rages. With  regard  ioOeneral  Lee,  the  enemy  affect- 
ed to  consider  him  as  a  deserter  from  his  \Britannick 
Majesty  V  service,  and  therefore  not  entitled  to  the 
common  privilege  of  being  treated  as  a  prisoner  of 
war.  Under  this  pretence,  they  refused  to.veceive  ^idT 
HiBssian  Held  offitors  which  Washington  offered  iif^ 
exchange  for  him,  and  made  it  the  plea  of  confining 
and  guarding  him  with  the  utmost  severity.  This  he^we-. 
vinr  was  only  the  ostensible  motive  for  retaining  Lee ; ' 
the  real  one  was,  his  eminent  character  as  a  soldiei^; 
and  the  idea  that  his  advice  and  services  were  essen- 
tial to  tlie  successful  prosecution  of  their  cause  by  the 
AiMricans.   They  hoped,  that  this  early  loss  of  al- 
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most  the  only  officer  of  military  experience  in  the  Re- 
pobUcan  miff  woald  tend  to  create  dkmajr  and  con- 
fnciony  and  weaken  ih6  oonldenoeof  the  people  m 
their  etHcieDt  protectiun.  That  this  reasauiug  was  in 
some  measure  correct,  is  proved  by  the  steps  which 
CSongreas  took  to  pmcoie  tl^  enlargemMit  of  General 
Im;  bat  the  spirit  of  independence  was  tm  atrong  in 
<he  minds  of  the  most  virtuous  portion  of  the  United 
States,  the  middle  class  of  people,  to  he  subdued  by 
one  or  two  revenes  of  finrtoney  and  Uie  ofiteers  of  ta- 
lents too  numerous  to  render  the  loss  of  any  single  in? 
dividual  irrepara1>le. 

.  The  Resolution  of  C  ongress  directed  General  Wash^ 
inglon,  in  the.event  of  General  Howe's  refiising  to  plac<i 
General  Lee  upon  the  footing  of  a  prisoner  of  war^  to 
confine  Lieutenant  Colonel  Archibald  Campbell,  and 
live  Hessian  field  officers,  who  were  prisuneis,  and  to 
inilict  upon  their  persons  precisely  the  same  tieatme^t 
which  General  Lee  should  receive.  This  was  a  novel 
and  dangerous  experiment;  and  more  peculiarly  haa- 
ardons  because  at  the  vast  disproportion  between  thn  - 
Bnglish  and  American  prisoners.  Hetaliation  mder 
any  circun]«tances  seldom  leads  to  good — indeed  wo 
know  not  how  it  can  be  called  retaliation,  when  the 
pnntshment  doe  to  the  perpetrator  of  the  crime  is  in- 
flicted upon  a  third  party  entirely  innocent.  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Campbell  and  the  Hessian  officers  had  no 
agency  whatever  in  the  treatment  recttved  by  General 
Lee ;  as  it  concerned  them,  therefore,  the  resolution  of 
Congress  was  an  act  of  unprovoked  cruelty,  which 
involved  in  its  consequences  the  safety  of  more  than 
Hiree  hundred  offieerst  It  was  unjustifiable,  bfcanso 
41iey  ought  to  have  expected  that  the  enemy  would  at. 
feast  be  influenced  by  the  same  spirit  that  actuated 
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them;  and  that  instead  uf  producing  the  release  of 
Greneral  Lee,  the  conliiicnient  of  the  officers  mention- 
ed would  have  been  followed  perhaps  by  the  execu- 
tion of  Lee^  and  certainly  by  cruelty  to  all  the  other 
prisoners.  If  General  Howe,  by  whose  immediate  or- 
ders Lee  was  treated  as  a  state  criminal  rather  than 
as  a  prisoner^  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Ameri- 
cans^ there  would  have  been  some  show  of  justice  in 
subjecting  him  to  similar  treatment:  but  even  in  that 
case  it  could  not  be  strictly  considered  as  justifiable 
retaliation^  because  General  Howe  no  doubt  acted  by 
the  express  commands  of  his  government.  We  have 
purposely  passed  over  mauy  cruelties  practised  by  the 
British  upon  the  American  prisoners;  but  the  instan- 
ces already  adduced  are  sufficient  to  show  the  sort  of 
feeling  which  prompted  their  conduct ;  and  it  may  be 
readily  conceived  that  this  feeling  would  have  been 
doubly  inflamed  by  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  Wash- 
ington to  retaliate.  The  resolution  of  Congress  there- 
fore was  as  impolitick  as  it  was  unjust. 
*  In  the  treatment  of  prisoners,  as  w  ell  as  in  the  enor- 
mities committed  against  the  persons  and  properties 
of  individuals  who  took  no  part  in  the  war,  those  who 
were  called  tories  were  the  principal  advisers  and 
perpetrators  ;  and  against  tkeney  the  American  troops^ 
continentals  and  militia^  lost  no  opportunity  of  taking 
ample  vengeance.  To  such  extent  indeed  did  they 
carry  the  practice  of  plundering,  that  Washington 
found  it  necessary  to  prohibit  it  by  general  order,  in 
which  it  is  said  :  "  After  this  order  Kwy'^officer  found 
plundering  the  inhabitants  under  pretence  of  their  be- 
ing tories,  may  expect  to  be  punished  in  the  severest 
manner.''  Such  is  the  miserable  degradation  to  which 
the  state  of  civil  war  reduces  human  natnre.  Con- 
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.  gtess,  after  Laving  passed  several  resolutions^  among 
which  were^  one  deciding  that  Waahington  ahould 
Botbe  bound  by  &  minority  of  voices  in  a  ooancil  of 
war  contrary  to  his  own  judgment^  and  another  refer- 
ring to  the  consideration  of  the  several  states  the  plan 
for  regulating  the  prices  of  labour  and  of  goods^  «d* 
joamed  on  the  jB7th  of  Febniafy^  to  neet  again  atPhi* 
ladelphia. 

In  the  mean  time  Washington  continued  hb  head 
'  quarters  at  Morristown^,  awaiting  the  movements  of 

General  Howe.  And  though  the  brilliant  achievements 
of  his  little  band  at  Trenton  and  Princeton^  had  in 
some  meiisure  brightened  the  gloom  which  overspread 
•our  nifidrs  during  the  montiis  of  November  and  De- 
cember,  still  there  seemed  to  be  no  disposition  in  the 
people  to  join  his  standard.    His  whole  force  for  se* 

•  veral.moiiths  ^Idom  exceeded  fifteen  hundred  meh^ 
and  there  were  times  when  he  could  not  have  mustw- 
ed  four  hundred,  of  all  descriptions,  fit  for  duty.  In 
this  situation  had  General  Howe  detached  the  same 
fiirce  against  the  Commander  in  Cliief  which  he  sent 
against  General  M^Dougall  at  Peeksktlly  and  which 
ended  only  in  the  destruction  of  a  quantity  of  stores^ 
he  would  have  given  a  blow  to  the  American  cause^ 
from  Which  it  could  not  soon  havfe  recovered.  But 
here,  as  in  many  other  instances,  the  ignorance  of  Ge- 
neral Howe^  or  his  failure  to  profit  by  the  means  of 
intelligence  within  his  power,  ^ved  the  Republican 
army,  and  justified  their  reliance  on  the  interposition 
ef  Providence  in  their  favour.  So  slow  was  tlie  ope- 
ration of  the  recruiting  service  in  adding  to  the  strength 
of  Washington,  thajt  on  the  Idth  of  March  he  had  not 
one  thousand  men;  and  so  little  were  the  ofllcers,  up- 

•  on  whom  the  duty  of  enlisting  men  devolved,  infiuonc- 
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ed  by  principlefi  of  patriotim^  or  evtin  ^oiM>nlMlihty^ 
thai  they  made  no  scruple  of  embezzling  the  money 
entnisted  to  them  for  that  purpose^  and  of  making 
ti^  fplu^^  Even  fqr  the  troops  that 

wote  failed^  it  «ri^fomd!mpo8t%^  to  procowarme^ 
until  the  fortunate  arrival  of  the  vessels  frotn  France, 
supplied  them  with  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  stand* 
Jr  ^  midat;  of  :thM»  dUicoltiea^  there  seemed  to  be 
some  danger  of  a  serioos  altercation  between  Oongrese 
and  General  Schuyler^  in  consequence  of  the  dismis* 
sion  of  Doctor  Stringer  from  the  direction  of  the  me*, 
dical  department  of  the  Northern  Aray^  The  reeolnf^ 
tion  which  Congress  passed  upon  this  subject  on  the 
iSih  of  March  will  be  regarded^  at  the  present  day^ 
as  a  singular  compound  of  dignity  end  condescension. 
'^Kesolved,'' say  they,  That  as  Congress  proceeded 
to  the  dismission  of  Doctor  Stringer,  upon  reasons  sat- 
isfactory to  themselves,  General  Schuyler  ought  to 
have  known  it  to  be  his  Autf  to  have  ecqoiesced  there" 
in — ^That  the  suggestion  in  General  Schuyler's  letter 
to  Congress,  that  it  was  a  compliment  due  to  him  to 
have  been  advised  of  the  reasons  of  Dr.  Stringor's  dis*f 
nuision^  IS  highly  derii^ilory  to  the  honoor  of  Oon- 
grxiss  ;  and  that  the  Pr^ident  be  desired  to  acquaint 
General  Schuyler,  that  it  is  expected  his  letters  foi^ 
the  fntare,  be  written  in  a  style  more  suitable  to  the 
dignity  of  the  representative  body  of  these  free  and' 
independent  States,  and  to  his  own  character  as  their 
ofiker.  Resolved,  that  it  is  altogether  improper  and 
inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  this  Congress^  to  in* 
terfere  in  disputes  subsisting  Kmong  the  officers  of 
the  army,  which  ought  to  be  settled,  unless  they  can 
be  otherwise  accommodated^in  a  court  martial^  agreea< 
Uy  to  the  rules  of  the  army ;  and  that  the  expressions  / 
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« 

HI  General  Bckuyler's  leftler  ef  4ili  of  Vehmiiy^ 
'  thai  he  contdeiitl  j  expeeleil  €ongreM  woi^d  haye 

done  him  that  justice,  which  it  was  in  their  power  to 
giye^  and  which  he  humbly  conceives  they  ought  to 
bare  done^'  were^  to  say  the  leasts  HI  adirised  and^ 
highly  indecent."  It  is  a  fact  which  cannot  be  told 
without  disgrace  to  the  medical  profession,  that  more 
iastances  of  Irand^  incompetence^  andm^leetef  daty^- 
occu  rred  among  the  Burgeons  of  oar  Beyoliilionaix4UP- 
my,  than  in  any  other  department  of  the  service.  No 
less  than  four  Hurgeons  of  high  rank  had  been  dismiss*  , 
ed  from  the  service,  under  ihe  piiit  jiphononrable  ciF^  . 
cum8tancef9,  at  the  date  il ttii  iiiliAliMiilt^ ;  anMiyeral 
others  had  been  severely  censured  by  commanding  of- 
fleers,  for  neglecting  those  duties  which  humaniiy 
alone,  independently  of  the  obligationa  of  their  pro^ 
fession,  should  have  taught  them  most  strictly  to  ob- 
serve. We  should  endeavour  in  vain  to  account  for 
this  dereliction  of  principle  in  the  members  of  a  pro- 
fession, whi6h  has  in  every  age  and  «reigr  imntry, 
furnished  some  of  the  noblest  ornaments  of  human  na- 
ture. The  Surgeons  may  have  been  badly  selected, 
or  the  temptations  iasepaimble  from  the  pecnliar  sita* 
fliions  in  which  they  were  often  placed,  may  hane 
been  too  strong  to  be  resisted.  "  -  '  -  -'^  '  v 
A  few  days  after  this  the  Congress  appointed  Ma- 
jor General  Gates  to  the  commuid  of  the  Norttem 
army. 

Wiiile  the  American  army  was  at  this  low  ebb, 
without,  nmi,  without  arms,  without  monqr,  exocfi ' 
ttie  bills  of  credit,  which  all  the  resolntions  of  Oon- 

gi'css  could  not  keep  from  a  daily  and  enormous  de- 
preciation, every  thing  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  evinc- 
ed a  determination  to  open  the  Spring'Caapaigo  with  • 
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Long  Island,  wa»  fcady  in  March  to  take  tlie  field 
with  an  army  of  twenty  Aeven  thousand  me%  while 
4ke  whole  forqii  ihi  the  4ifipoBal  of  WaflhingtoB  was  vie 
Bnora  than  four  thousand  five  boiiired,  aadthlbameiie 
nominal  amonnt.  What  a  fearful  disparity  was  this, 
in  a.cpntestfN^li^^  and  liberty ;  and  in  a  country^  where 
the  people  eeeined  to  have  loet  aU  that  high  aenise  of 
indepeiulence  and  patriotism,  which  first  led  them  to 
re$ii^.tiiie^  oppressions  of  the  iQntif  h  Cabinet.  Not 
Jmowkig  to  what  point  Sir  WiUJak^^nightliret^p^ 
hia  atftentioB,  and  unable  to  provide  the  means  m  et* 
fectiial  defence  at  any  one,  Washington  remained  at 
Morristown  patiently  waiting  the  result  Lord  Com- 
waUifly  who  had  ooniianed  at  Bruswicky  made  the 
fiiet  movement.  He  conceived  the  design  of  attacking 
General  Lincoln,  who  wasposted  atBoundhrook  with 
About  five  hundred  men ;  and  with  this  view  he  cros^- 
iri^^jjr JUtltw  with  at  perty  of  a  thouaand  men^  ^nC 
^e  morning  of  the  13th  of  Aprils  while  4eiieial 
Grant,  with  a  second  thousand,  advanced  up  the  fiver 
l|n  the4]p|m|)^side^  Notwithstanding  General  Lin* 
coin's  cautious  measures  io  guard  agi^inst  a  surprise, 
the  neglect  of  his  patroles  enabled  the  enemy  to  ad- 
^vance  within  two  hundred  paces  of  him  before  tiiey 
mm  diMmrered.  The  General's,  qvarters  were  near- 
ly sunomded  hy  sanrise,  and  ft  wiiS:  with  aome  dilt 
culty  and  considerable  risk  that  he  left  the  !iouse  and 
joined  his  ti*oops9  who  were  by  this  time  engaged  with 
Upe  enemy  Vadvance.  With  8iu;b  immense  diq^rQ|«^ 
tign  of  fen9eit<w  hardly  besaidtbatan  aefjaneiieiied : 
the  troops  however  displayed  much  bravery*  and  Ge- 
^naial  I^incoln  deflarvfifl  infinitfi  cseditfot  fiflShriinya  re- 
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treat  with  them  through  the  dosing  columns  of  the 
enemy  with  the  hiSB  of  only  about  mxij  men.   One  of 

bis  Aids^  all  bis  papers^  baggage^  and  three  fltnall  pie- 
ces of  artillery^  fell  into  the  handsof  ComwaUisy  who 
Temained  no  longer  in  the  plaee  than  was  necessary  to 
destroy  the  few  articles  of  siorce  which  had  been  de- 
posited there  for  the  use  of  the  troops. 

A  few  days  after  this  affair^  Sir  William  sent  an  eat- 
pedition  of  two  thousand  men  under  the  command  of 
the  late  Governour,  now  Major  General  Trj  on,  Ge- 
neral Agnew,  and  Sir  William  Erskine,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  destroying  the  stores  and  pimsioos  deposit- 
ed at  Danbury.  They  reached  it  on  the  iMih  of  ApiiV 
and  met  with  no  resistance,  the  small  number  of  con- 
tinentals posted  there,  having  evacuated  the  place  on 
their,  approach.  The  loss  of  stores  to  the  Americans 
was  very  considerable-^1800  barrels  of  pork  and  beef, 
and  800  of  flour ;  SOOO  bushels  of  grain,  clothing  for  a 
tegimenty  100  hogsheads  ofmm,  and  1790  teoits.  Be- 
sides  the  destriictioli  of  these  artides^  the  enemy  wan* 
tonly  burned  eighteen  liouses  with  their  furniture, 
murdered  three  unoffending  inhabitants,  and  threw 
their  bodies'into  the  flames  i  It.is  painful  to  record 
SQch  wanton  acts  of  saVage  harbariiy^  bnt  fliey  have 
occurred  too  often,  and  are  too  well  attested  to  be 
passed  over  in  silence. 

Generals  SuUivan^  Woost^^  and  Arnold^  happen- 
ed to  he  in  the  neighbourhood  through  which  the  ene* 
my  marched  to  Danbury ;  and  Ijy  great  activity  and 
exertions,  they  succeeded  in  collecting  about  six  bun* 
dred  militia^  with  which  they  marched^in  pursuit,  in 
a  heavy  rain,  as  far  as  Bethel,  a  little  village  about 
two  miles  from  Danbury^  which  they  reached  late  at 

n^ht»  Here  it  was  determined  to  wait     the  return 
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of  ike  eminy^  and  attack  them  on  the  nutfch.  Onlho 

morning  of  the  S7tli  General  Wooster  detacher!  four 
handred  under  Arnold  and  Sullivan  to  watch  the  mo-, 
ttoiis  of  the  enemy^  and  remained  hfaneelf  with  two 
hnndied  at  Bethel,  'until  nine  o'clock,  when  hearing 
that  they  had  moved  off  on  the  road  to  Norwalk,  he 
eet  out  ia  pursuit,  came  up  with  and  engaged  their 
fear,  andanceeeded  in  takiog  forty  prisonem ;  bntthia 
gallant  Teteran,  now  in  bia  aewnUeth  year,  after  dis- 
playing a  Quixotic  bravery  for  more  than  an  hour,  . 
roceiveifi  a  mortal  wound*  General  Arnold  had  in  the 
mean  time  crojBBedtb^coontry,  andby  nforced'march^ 
reached  Bidgfield  at  11  o'clock,^  through  which  the 
enemy  were  to  pass.  Here  with  liis  small  party^ 
which  had  heen  increased  to  five  hundred  by  thejimc* 
tion  jof  the  pieighboartng  militia^  he  threw  up  a  aori 
barricado  across  the  road  and  resolved  to  make  a 
itaod*  His  right  flank  was  covered  by  a  dwelling 
house  and  ham,  and  his  left  by  a  high  ledge  rocks; ' 
The  enemy,  more  than  three  times  his  nnmber,  ad* 
vanced  against  him  in  two  cuIuqius,  with  a  view  to 
outflank  and  surround  him  $  a  warm  and  bnsk  action 
ensnedfor  abont-  Iten  minutes,  when  the  enemy  suc« 
ceeded  in  making  a  lodgment  on  the  rock,  and  it  be- 
came necessary  for  Arnold  to  retreat,  which  he  effect- 
ed with  great  bravery  and  skill,  keeping  up  a  acattor- 
'  ing  tre  for  the  whole  day.  The  royal  Oovemonr  re- 
mained at  Bid  gfield  all  night,  repeating  as  far  aspos^ 
sible  the  scene  of  destruction  transacted  at  Uanhury. 
Four  private  houses  were  homed,  and  an  unanC'* 
sessfai  attempt  was  made  to  destroy  the  chorcb,  for 
which  last  however,  there  was  some  apology,  as  it 
contained  a  quantity  of  provisions  for  publick  use. 
The  enemy  ci^tmed  flimmarcli  early  m  Hkt  iaom- 


DiQiiizeo 


M  BAMEICAK  BBVOLUTION.  ' 

ing  of  tbe  WMa,  towards  Bagatuck  river,  which  they 
forded^  and  pursuing  the  course  of  its  banks^  were, 
dodeljr  followed  by  Arnold  on  th^  west  side^  with 
oocarional  and  mutnal  cannonadings,  until  tiiey  reach- 
ed Sagatnck  bridge,  where  bi)tli  parties  being  advan- 
tageously posted,  an  action  commenced  with  the  artil- 
Uaj  which  was  kept  np  with  great  warmth  for  £f- 
^  Men  minntes,  when  the  enemy  thought  proper  Id  take 
up  their  march  in  rapid  movement  towards  their  sliip- 
ping.  Arnold  pursued  them  to  their  boats,  and  be-, 
ing  joined  by  Colonel  Lamb  with  two  hundred  me% 
from  New  York  (who  however  retreated  on  tbe^ftri^ 
fire  of  the  enemy^  leaving  the  Colonel  almost  alone) 
gpdled  their  rear  Tery  severely.  General  Arnold 
displayed  great  skill  and  personal  Inravefy  throngh 
the  whole  of  this  affair.  He  had  one  horse  killed  un-* 
der  him^  and  another  wounded.  Congress  voted 
i  him  a  horse  fhlly  caparisoned^  and  pimnoted  him  to 
the  raidt  of  Major  General.  Colonel  Lamb  was  'se- 
verely wounded  in  the  back,  while  he  was  exerting 
himself  to  rally  the  cowardly  militia  who  had  tied  in 
eonfnaion  upon  the  lh»t  appearimce  of  danger.  The 
loss  to  the  eiieiity4ii  this  expedition  was  at  least  foor 
hundred  men,  killed,  wounded  and  taken ;  while  that 
nt  the  Americans  waaft  only  about  sixty  killed  and 
wounded.  Their  loss  of  stores  and  provtmons^  how- 
ever, was  considerable.  General  Wooster  lingered 
with  his  wounds  until  the  M,  of  May.  Thus  ended 
ihe'expeditioiiniider  Bovemonr  Tryon^  assisted  by 
Ckneral  Agnew  and  Sir  WHKam  Srslrine^  with  tm 
thousand  men  !  If  it  was  not  absolutely  disgraceful, 
it  at  least  added  nothing  to  the  glorj  of  the  British 
itane. 


Digitized  by  Google 


AMERICAN  BEVOLUTION. 


:  81 


In  the  mean  time  General  Washington  remained 
without  addition  to  his  army,  ignorant  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Howe's  intentions,  and  watching  with  anxious' 
solicitude  every  indication  of  a  movement.  Corrupt-  • 
ed  as  the  people  generally  through  the  country  were, 
and  sunk  in  every  species  of  disgraceful  [lecniation 
and  bribery  as  were  the  men  of  fortune  and  influence, 
it  is  inconceivable  how  Sir  William  could  have  rew 
maincd  in  ignorance  of  the  actual  state  of  the  Ame- 
rican Commander  in  Chief.  So  late  as  the  21st  of 
May,  it  apj)ears  that  Washington's  safety  was  still 
dependent  on  the  chance  of  Sir  William's  obtaining 
correct  intelligence.  ^*  Nothing"  says  he,  in  a  letter 
of  that  date,  <^  but  a  good  face  and  false  appearances 
have  enabled  us  hitherto  to  deceive  the  enemy  re- 
specting our  strength.'^  Towards  the  end  of  the 
month,  {lowever,  he  received  a  small  reinforcementy 
and  moved  to  Middlebrook,  within  a  few  miles  of 
Brunswick,  of  which  he  took  possession. 

About  this  time  an  achievement  of  considerable 
brilliaDce  was  performed  by  Colonel  Meigs  of  New 
Haven.  He  was  detached  by  General  Parsons  with 
one  hundred  and  seventy  men,  in  thirteen  whale- 
boats  to  Saggharbour  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
the  stores  of  the  royal  army  which  had  been  there 
deposited.  From  Guilford,  he  crossed  the  Bound, 
and  landing  near  Southhold,  marched  his  men  over 
land,  carrying  the  boats  with  them,  to  the  bay  which 
separates  the  north  and  south  branches  of  the  island, . 
and  there  reembarked.  Having  crossed  this  and  ar- 
rived within  four  miles  of  the  harbour,  he  ordered 
the  boats,  to  be  secured  in  the  woods,  and  leaving  a 
proper  guard  with  them,  marched  with  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  men  to  the  scene  of  action,  where 
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he  arrired  at  two  o'clock  on  the  moruing  of  the  24th. 
Such  were  the  order  and  silence  of  his  arrangement, 
that  the  first  onset  was  a  hayonet  charge  upon  the 
guards  ;  these  soon  gave  the  alarm^  and  a  firing  com- 
menced upon  the  party  from  an  armed  schooner  in 
the  harhour,  which  was  returned  with  such  effect, 
that  the  vessel  was  soon  fired,  and  the  men  to  the 
number  of  sixty-four  made  prisoners.  By  this  affair 
the  enemy  lost  twelve  brigs  and  sloops,  a  large 
quantity  of  forage,  ten  bogheads  of  rum,  and  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  merchandize.  Ninety  prisoners 
were  taken,  and  six  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  by 
two  o'clock  of  the  same  day  the  Colonel  had  returned 
with  his  party  to  Guilford.  /  • 

At  length,  on  the  13th  of  June,  the  movements  of 
Sir  William  Howe  indicated  an  attack.  Passing 
rapidly  from  New  York  to  Brunswick,  he  left  the 
latter  place  at  night  with  his  troops  and  took  the  field. 
Washington  had  at  first  supposed  his  design  to  be 
to  cross  the  Delaware  ;  but  the  circumstance  of  his 
leaving  at  Brunswick  not  only  all  his  lieavy  baggage, 
but  the  boats  and  bridges  which  had  beeu  built  there 
as  he  supposed  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  the  river, 
together  with  liis  halting  so  soon  instead  of  making  a 
rapid  march,  induced  him  to  change  his  opinion.  The 
subsequent  sudden  retreat  of  Sir  William,  baffled 
all  Washington's  conjectures  as  to  his  objects.  It' 
will  be  seen  by  the  following  extract  from  his  letter 
of  the  20th  June,  that,  the  Jersey  militia  showed 
something  like  spirit  upon  Sir  William's  taking  the 
field,  alarmed  perhaps  for  their  personal  safety — 
"The  enemy  decamped  the  night  before  last,  and 
have  returned  to  their  former  position.  It  appears  to 
have  been  in  consequence  of  a  sudden  resolution,  as 
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•  ■ 

fhey  had  ndseda  dbiAi  of  redmiMi  from  Sommetto 

Brunswick.  What  may  have  determined  them  to 
cbaage  their  plan^  is  bar4  to  tell.  Whether  alarm- 
ed at  the  omiiialuni  amoni^  the  people,  disappmited 
in  the  movements  they  may  have  expected  us  to 
fliake,  thence  concluding  their  design  impractK;||;b^e ; 

whether  they  may  hare  an  ofieratioii  in^iiewrlil 
some  other  qnarter^  the  eveht  mast  show.'*  ^tbx^ 
retreat  of  the  British  army  was,  as  usual,  attended  . 
witli  every  species  of  wanton  cruelty  and  enonni<y« 
They  bamed  almosiiiii^;^i|^^  house  on  the  load^ 
defaced  and  otherwise  injoired  ihecku^k9$  and  other 
publit  k  luiildinj^s,  and  lost  no  opportunity  of  mal- 
treating the  inhabitants.    Tiiey  remained  but  a  day 
or  two  at  BrmuiWicky  leaving  it  on  the      for  Am- 
boy,  to  which  place  they  had  previously  sent  their 
baggage.    The  anticipation  of  this  movement  induced 
General  Washii^lon  to  make  preparation  for  annoy- 
ing them  as  much  as  possible  on  their  march.  For 
this  purpose  lie  detached  General  Greene  with  three  ' 
brigades  to  fall  upon  their  rear^  while  he  kept  at  a 
oonvement  -  distalkce  with  the  main  army  to  lend^ 
assistance  if  necessary.   Wayne's  brigade,  and  Mbr- 
gans's  regiment  of  light  infantry  were  at  Brunswick 
by  sunrise ;  and  a  detachment  from  the  latter  attack- 
ed and  droTO  isi  the  Hessian  pidcetik  The  enemy 
perceiving  tbehr  approach,  crossed  the  bridge  and 
threw  themselves  into  redoubts  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river;  but  npon  being  briskly  pursued  by  the  Ame- 
ficaneyHiey  faAstlly  retured  along,  the  Ambqy  road  .  . 
without  making  a  stand.    Morgan's  regiment  kept  ' 
up  a  galling  fire  during  the  pursuit  which  did  con- 
siderable exeentiiin.    Why  Sir  William  thought 
fNfet  Ui  letreift  beilDie  a  handful  irf  men^  prepared ' 
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M  he  wwlomiuliiii  Us  pooition^  is  Qfne  of  the  many 

incidents  in  his  miliUrv  career  wblch  render  his  con- 
duct wholly  inexplicable.  .  ' 

Upon  Howe's  retriBst  to  AAbogr,  Wsdliingioii  ad* 
Tanced  bis  whole  army  as  far  as  (^uibbletown^  while 
Howe  witb  a  view  to  deceive  him  ordered  all  his 
heavy  baggage  and  apart  of  his  tio<^  to  cross  oyer 
Is  Btaten  Island.  But  there  was  scarcely  time  al- 
-  lowed  for  the  deception  to  liave  its  effect  on  Wash-  ~  • 
'  iBgtoQ,  for  returning  with  the  troops  to  Amboy  on  tho 
same  evenings  the  British  General  on  the  morning  of 
the  2Hh^  advanced  with  his  whole  army,  as  if  deter- 
mined  to  bring  on  a  general  engagement.  General 
Washington^  however^  upon  the  suppositiiHi  that  8ir 
William's  chief  objects  weretocntoff  his  pairties  and 
gain  possession  of  the  passes  in  the  mountains  on  his 
left^  hastened  to  move  his  army  from  the  low  ground 
whi^  they  occupied^  to  the  heights  in  lace  of  the  ene- 
my. The  suhseqoent  movements  of  the  enemy  prey- 
ed the  correctness  of  Washington's  judgment. 
Howe  continued  to  advance  until  he  fell  in  with  a 
pari  of.  Lord  Stertin^s  division,  whiqh  his  Lord^ 
sMp^  hsavwy  had  well  nigh  given  into  Us  hands ; 
for  instead  of  retreating  as  common  prudence  and  cau- 
tion would  have  dictated^,  he  entered  intp  iM^tion  with 
IIowe*aadvanoe  and  eontinud  to  4^t  mitil  the  col- 
umn under  Cornwallis  was  almost  upon  him.  He 
escaped  however  with  a  trifling  loss.  Howe  couiin- 
'  und  the  pionoil  to  WestfieUi  whereheraaained  nnfil 
tbeneadday^andontheiQttvehimedto  Amboy.  On 
the  30th  the  whole  army  crossed  over  to  Htaten  Is- 
land^ tbua  Innving  WasMagtou  ia  f  uiet  possession  of 
the  Jerseiya.  Theas  shiimishes  were  aMendnd  with 
bniliftfleksa.io  eitlmr  psirty,  if  we  e^^t  ths  injury 
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done  to  the  houses  and  other  property  of  individuals. 
The  quarters  which  the  royal  troops  had  occupied  in 
Brunswick  were  left  in  wretched  condition,  and  their 
steps  were  every  where  marked  by  devastation. 
^    While  these  things  were  passing  in  Jersey,  Gene- 
ral Schuyler  had  made  his  peace  with  Congress  by  a 
satisfactory  letter  of  explanation,  and  was  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  northern  department,  inciudT 
ing  Albany,  Ticonderoga,  Fort  Stanwix  and  their 
dependencies.    By  this  strange  and  unexpected  mea- 
sure, General  Gates  was  superseded  in  bis  command^ 
without  the  show  of  a  single  reason  for  the  charge^ 
except  that  General  Schuyler  was  supposed  to  have 
more  influence  among  the  dissatisfied  citizens  of  the 
state  of  New  York.    That  his  appointment  might 
have  less  the  appearance  of  a  desire  to  supersede 
General  Gates,  and  he  more  acceptable  to  Congress, 
an  unsuccessful  attcmjit  was  previously  made  to  ob^' 
tain  an  order  for  the  abandonment  of  Ticonderoga 
and  the  western  frontier.    This  was  however  soften- 
ed down  into  a  resolve  "  that  General  Gates  should 
be  empowered  to  abandon  th*".  fortification  at  plea- 
sure;" under  the  expectation,  no  doubt,  that  he 
would  retire  from  it  of  his  own  accord,  and  leave  the 
command  vacant.    Only  eleven  of  the  thirteen  States 
voted  on  this  question,  out  of  which  six  were  decid- 
edly opposed  to  the  measure,  but  the  other  five,  it 
seems,  outweighed  them  in  numbers.    This  is  a  curi- 
ous fact,  and  may  serve  to  show  how  little  the  mea- 
sures of  Congress  depended  on  the  opinions  of  the 
confederation.    Only  two  months  had  elapsed  since 
the  same  body  had  appointed  Major  General  Gates 
to  supersede  General  Schuyler,  and  with  as  little  ap-. 
j^euanceofreivaon,  unless  we  are  to  consider  th^m  as 
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influenced  by  feelings  of  animosity  exdted  by  the  indc- 
Indent  stand  wbich  the  latter  took  in  the  case  of  hit 
friend  Doctor  iStringcr.  Major  General  Helm  jler  Hois 
the  older  officer  of  the  two,  and  perliaps  on  the  strict 
principles  of  military  rank,  was  best  entitled  to  it; 
Kut  when  once  removed^  there  should  at  least'  hate 
been  some  grounds  of  complaint  agdniH;  Ms  snccei-  . 
sor^  to  make  his  reappointment  equitable.    To  these 
frequent  removals  of  officers  from  commands^  witiiout 
the  slightest  allegation  of  neglect  of  duty,  is  to  be 
attributed  much  of  that  jealously,  and  wrangling^' 
which  afterwards  ao  disgraced  the  American  army.  ^ 
»^0|Wtiii^#BMyto  arrived  at  Albany,  and  resumed 
*     command  of  the  Northern  army^  on  the  M  of  Juihe^ 
and  on  the  5th,  ordered  Major  General  St.  Clair' to 
repair  to  Ticonderoga  and  take  the  command  of  that 
fortress.  From  an  idea  which  prevailed  not  only  in 
Cungi  ess,  but  with  General  6ates,  that  the  enemy's 
forces  in  Canada  would  be  removed  to  New-Vork, 
' '  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating,  witb  Sir  William 
^  Bowe,  Ticonderoga  and  the  western  lilies  dependient 
on  it,  had  been  left  almost  without  the  means  Of  de'^ 
.    fence.    When  {general  St.  Clair  reached  the  scene 
of  his  command*  he  found  his  effective  force  little 
more  than  two  thousand,  and  V^f  these  a  large  nuttk' 
ber  were  in  want  of  clotliing,  arms,  bayonets,  and 
accoutrements ;  the  store  of  provisions  was  sufficient 
for  but  little  inore  than  a  month;  the  enemjr  were^ 
in  comMnd  of  the  Lake;  and  the  Indians  in  their 
service  were  scattered  in  vast  hordes  along  the  whole 
,  frontier.    In  truth,  as  General  St.  Clair  stated  in  his 
letter  to  Congress^  no  army  traa  ever  in  a  more  critt- 
eal  situatioa  f  for  'the  lowest  calculation  which  had 
been  made  of  the  number  of  men  requisite  for  the  de* 
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fence  of  this  portion  of  the  country  amounted  to  ten 
.^thousand.  General  Gates  had  supposed,  indeed,  that 
ir€leven  thousand  seven  hundred  continentals  would 
be  necessary,  besides  the  niililia. 
A  "On  the  17th  of  June,  General  Schuyler  himself 
'  Tisited  Ticonderoga,  and  on , the  SOth  held  a  council 
.  i)f  his  general  oflicers,  who  merely  attested  the  fact  of 
the  inadequacy  of  their  means  of  defence,  and  came  to 
Jtbe  conclusion,  that  in  the  event  of  its  being  necessary 
to  give  up  either  of  the  two  posts  then  garrisoned^ 
•Ticouderoga  and  Mount  Independence,  it  would  be 
most  advisable  to  abandon  the  former.    They  added  , 
a  resolution  ^^that  immediate  application  be  made  to 
his  excellency  General  Washington,  for  a  reinforce- 
ment to  be  sent  on,  with  all  possible  expedition.^^  It 
was  a  council,  in  fact,  which  might  as  well  not  have 
been  called,  since  they  neither  stated  any  thing  that 
was  not  before  acknowledged,  nor  suggested  any 
thing  which  could  be  considered  as  a  remedy  for  thp 
difficulties  of  their  situation.  ^' 
Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne,  who  it  will  be  re- 
collected liad  made  so  many  empty  boasts  in  parlia- 
menty  of  his  fitness  to  command  against  the  Ameri- 
cans, held  been  some  time  before  appointed  to  super- 
sede Sir  Guy  Garleton  in  the  command  of  the  Canada 
troops.    This  change  was  probably  made  on  account 
of  the  apparent  unwillingness  of  General  Carleton  to 
go  so  far  in  his  employment  of  the  Indians,  as  the 
Ministry  desired  and  directed — or  he  had  perhaps 
shown  himself  more  humane  to  the  prisoners  whose 
fortune  it  was  to  fall  into  his  hands,  than  suited  the 
policy  which  they  thought  it  necessary  to  pursue. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  reasons  of  the  Knglis)i 
Cabinet^  it  is  certaip  that  the  change  coald  not  hay^ 
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proceeded  froni  a  comparison  of  the  military  talents  rf'^. 
the  two  gentlemen;  for  though  the  reputation  of  &eiiQ-^ 
«l  Biirgoyne  stood  high^  that  of  Oarlelon  ^MmJUmfkK 
pieached,  and  he  had  maintained  Us  stand  in  OaiuU 
da  against  some  of  the  most  vigorous  efforts  of  tho 
BepublicaB  army*   On  tke  Mfth  of  Jone^  somo  itf 
Bnrgoyhe's  troops  arriyed  at  Orwwn  Pduit;  Bemni 
Scliuyler  had  returned  to  his  Head  Q^uarters  at  Alba- 
ny^  and  the  task  of  defence  remained  with  Clair. 
He  was  wholly  ignorant  of  the  Tiewt  of  the  enemy,; 
while  on  the  contrary  he  had  every  reason  to  heliei^ 
that  they  possessed  the  most  correct  information  of 
Us  weakness.    In  this  situation^  all  he  could  40|^ 
^-^flMw^ke  the  wisest  arrangement  jof  his  meani^ 
Md  await  the  resuU.  On  the  SOth^  apart  of  the  eae-  . 
my^s  vessels  made  their  appearance  before  Ticon- 
deroga,  and  the  troops  landed  in  three  divisions^  al  m 
fiiw  miles  distance  tnm  the  Viwt— the  advanced  corps 
On  the  west  side  of  the  Lake,  another  detachment  on 
tlie  east  side,  and  a  party  of  Indians  and  Canadians 
in  front  of  onr  lines ;  and  the  whole  «army  fidlowed 
from  Grown  Point  on  the  next  day^  the  British  and 

German  troops  in  separate  divisions. 

On  tlie  approach  of  Burgoyne  to  the  American  ^nw, 
he  issned  a  proclamatioBy  thieatehing  those  who  re* ' 

'  sisted  with  ah  the tervonrs of releniless war^  andpro- 
mining  certain  conditions  to  such  as  would  either  join 
his  forces,  or  remain  quietly  at  home. .  Uis  promises 
and  threats^  which,  were  couchedvia  themost  pompons ; 
terms,  Wisre  alike  disregifded,  for  not  a  man  was  ei* 
ther  terrified  by  his  threats  or  won  by  his  promises  of 
protection.  The  British  Greneral  certainly  entered  op*  * 
6t  this  campaign  •  noder  every  fkvonraUe.  cinmm- 

^  ifance— -with  every  reasonable  prospect  of  adding  to 
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the  fitme  he  h&d  abeadj  woa  in  oUier  countries.  He 
luid  the  ittesi  tnin  of  artiUMy  that  had  ever  beei^ 
Ifwght  Mo  fheSeld :  hie  troops  weie  in  the  beet  poe^- 

(sible  condition^  well  disciplined,  in  full  health,  and 
commanded  by  officers  of  great  reputation  and  expe- 
lieaoo-^-the  Bfitieh»  by  Oeaende  Philipe,  Vmutj^ 
Sowell,  and  Hamilton,  and  the  wioflnme  bjm^  Ba- 
ron Beidesel,  and  General  Specht. — On  the  2d  of  Ju- 
'  ly  a  party  of  the- enemy  cosaietuig  Qf  rj^iWtain  Fj;a? 
mittlMitteBf  and  lKdiil4|»i|^^^^i^^^^^  m 
men,  either  through  ignoraaeOieiilii^yadoy  .  attacked  a 
picket  of  60  men  within  two  hundred  yards  of  one  of  the 
American  batteries^  and  forcing  them  to  retire,  ad  van&i , 
ed  withi^  sixty  yards,  fleattmng  tfaeiiisel?ee  aloiig  the 
whole  front  of  the  American  works.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  right  wing  of  the  British  army  moved  up,  from  thojur 
poMtioii  oa  Hie  west  aide  pf  the  Lafce^  and  took  poe- 
•easioB  of  MoaniHope ;  and  General  St  Oiair,  so{i- 
posing  thai  au  assault  was  iatended,  and  that  Frazer 
had  been  sent  forward  to  throw  tlie  garrison  into  con- 
fusion^ ovdetod  ikt  troops,  to  fOOiic^fll^^ 
Idnd  the  pMipets  and  tesetvtfwtfM^^ 
party,  still  perhaps  deceived  as  to  the  real  situation 
of  the  American  works,  which  were  in  a  great  mea- 
sare  hid  by.  bmshwood^  continiie4  to^  advaacoy  i^tU 
line  of  the  American  soldiers  fired  n  ninsket — ^this 
seemed  to  be  understood  as  a  signal,  and  the  whole 

ros^  and  f!  red  a  volley,  the  ariiUeiy  folkxwing  the  . 
'  eacample,  witliont  ordets.  Ti|e  oDnseqnence  of  tins' 
mistake  was,  that  every  man  of  the  enemy  but  one  es- 
caped ;  for  Jthe  first  fire  was  made  withou^alm^  and  this 
pnidnced  so  gnat  a  smoke^  tha^  theeneniy  eonld  not 
be  seen,  ontiLthey  hiul  ted  to  too  great  a.  distance  to 
be;  reached  by  the  shot.   General  ^ujrgoyne  remudn- 
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.  led  quietly  in  his  position,  and  but  for  the  solitary 
jivounded  prisoner,  who  had  fallen  into  our  hauds^ 
« General  St.  Clair  would  have  remained  ignorant  of 
Jiis  8tren£;th  or  intentions.  A  ruse  was  resorted  to,  to 
obtain  information  of  tlje  prisoner,  which  fortunately 
.succeeded,  and  his  intelligence  turned  out  to  be  per- 
fectly accurate.  But  St.  Clair  still  hoped  that  an  a«- 
:Aault  would  be  made,  against  which  he  was  determin- 
/ed  to  defend  the  post  to  the  last  extremity.    Ue  wan 
unwilling  to  hazard  his  reputation  for  bravery  by  aban- 
doning the  place ;  though  every  dictate  of  prudenc* 
must  have  taught  him  that  there  could  be  no  safety  for 
liis  army  but  in  a  retreat.    On  the  5th,  however,  the 
♦neniy  appeared  on  Sugar  Loaf  Hill,  or  Mount  Defi- 
jance  as  it  was  called,  from  which  as  there  could  be  no 
prospect  of  dislodging  hini,  and  as  the  American  camp 
were  much  exposed  to  their  fire  on  that  side,  and  lia- 
ble to  be  enfiladed  on  all  quarters ;  and  as  there  was 
every  reason  to  expect  an  attack  upon  Ticonderoga 
and  Mount  Independence  at  the  same  time,  between 
.  ^wbich  places  the  American  troops  were  divided ;  a 
council  of  the  officers  was  called  to  decide  whether  it 
would  be  most  adviscable  to  remove  to  the  less  ex- 
posed low  grounds  to  wait  for  the  attack,  or  remove 
the  whole  of  the  troops  to  Mount  Independence  and 
defend  that  post.    The  council  were  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  neither  of  these  alternatives  would  be  safe, 
and  that  a  retreat  should  be  undertaken  as  soon  as 
possible.  It  was  effected  that  night,  with  as  little  loss 
as  could  be  expected  from  the  great  vigilance  and  ac- 
tivity of  Burgoyiic;  who,  perceiving  the  movements 
of  the  Americans,  divided  his  force  and  ordered  pur- 
suit, both  by  land  and  water — the  elite  corps  under 
Brigadier  General  Frazer,  and  the  German  troops  un^  * 
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ikr  Baron  Reidesel,  were  detached  after  the  main  body 
Wkkh  retired  ibroQgh  the  wilderness  taHabbartow&i 
#U9e  Borgdyie  himself  after  tnhiBg  fsmmnkm  of 
the  abandoned  post,  at  which  h^left  tInrlHWtegimeill 
and  the  German  regiment  of  Prince  Fredericlc,  pur- 
iiek/«oimdeieetttf  biggpgto^^A  etoyes^inriiMi 

had  been  sent  hy  water  to  Skfeetteiltdl^ngh,  M^WMfe- 
hall.  The  first  party  arrived  atHubbartowo,  a  distance 
of  twenty  fonr  mites,  about  6t^  o'block  the  iie^tt  dajr^ 

(h^  Itklted  Iblffhi^^t^tt^ 
pursued  tlicir  mar^h  td  CWr<tet«^Wii^  trfeet^  they  arJ 
rived  at  dusk,  having  raiirched  a  distaiib^  of  thirtgf 
miles,  Goionel  Leiig  and  his  regiment  wiio  had 
compatiied  thefiotillawUli  Aie  sick  and  baggage,  wiUi 
overtaken  by  the  enemy  at  Whitehall :  two  of  our 
armed  ves<;r1s  w^ere  captured,  and  Colonel  Long^ 
found  himself  compelled  to  destiny  tin  others,  tb^bth*' 
er  tHth  all  the  stbrtis,  baggage,  and  pr6V]!ijloil«^«  iMI 
to  make  a  rapid  retreat  to  Fort  Ann,  about  ten  milee 
distant^  leaving  Burgoyne  in  possession  of  Whiter 
hall. 

"  Colonel  Warner,  with  about  i50  men,  liad  been 
left  at  Hubbartown  to  wait  until  the  rear  guard  cam6 
Up,  Ivith  posilive  orders  immediatelj  to  follow  vrilk 
(hem,  to  a  ^itioii  within  one  ttfie  and  a  haiftf 
main  body  at  Castletown,  and  to  encamp  there  for  the 
night.  Bot  upon  the  arrival  of  the  reajr  guard  under 
Cdlmiel  Fhiticis^  instead  nf  advaacii^  ag  hehad  feedi 
ordered,  they  both  determined  to  remafii  ^fliihpe  Ihej^ 
^rfe,  until  tlie  next  morning ;  the  consequence  of 
virhich  was,  that  Brigadier. General  Firazer came  up- 
with  tiieni  jost  as  they  Wei^  preparing  to  limtL  Jn  Afr- 
mish  Immediately  ensued,  in  which  both  Warner  and 
Francis  discovered  gieat  braveij^  bat  being  overpaw- 
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«nd  %y  IttaAmj  ihvf  were  compelled  to  give  up  ihr 
ground,  after  an  obstinate  resistance  of  forty  minutea* 
The  Americaas  lost,  in  this  afEku>  about  two  hm^ 
4redr  kiUedy  wonndedy  and  nuasiog.  Celoiiel  ¥naKd»  • 
was  among  the  killed.  The  enemy's  loss  was  re- 
ported at  Both  aides  fought  with  the  most  vigor- 
ooa  ctmiagB ;  and  the  conteat  woald  have  terminated 
in  tlie  defeat  and  captofo  of  the  pnrauers,  who  wave 
the  flower  of  Burgoyne's  army,  bnt  for  the  cowardly 
and  disorderly  conduct  of  the  militia  who  composed 
the  duef  of  .tho  main  body  under  general  St.  ClaiQ 
wlio  could  by  no  efforia  lie  brought  to  retrace  their 
ateps  to  the  aid  of  Warner.  The  firing  was  distinctly 
|l«^B^i{^MS^t^^wn ;  and  St.  Clair,  than  whom  there 
ijv«brwaiB  a  more  brave  w  more  unfortunate  oilcer^  , 
instantly  determined  to  aend  off  two  regiments  to  the 
support  of  the  disobedient  colonels,  but  before  it  was 
possible  to  persuade  or  force  them  into  any  thing 
like  a  feeling  of  sympathy  with  their  engaged  fellow 
citizens,  the  skirmish  was  oyer,  and  Warner  on  the 
jretreat.  .  v  '  ■  --^s 

A  party,  in  the  mean  time  had  been  aent  by  Bur- 
fojne,  in  pnraiut  of  Colonel  Long,  who  inding  him* 
aelf  hard  pressed,  turned  upon  his  pursuers,  and  with 
ilia  amall  corpa  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  (all  the 
etkera  who  accompanied  himbeingaidiiand.convalesp 
cent)  made  it  nec6aaary  for  Colonel  Hill,  the  purau- 
ing  officer,  to  change  his  position,''  according  to  the 
phraseology  of  General  Surgoyne,  or  in  other  worda 
io  make  a  rapid  retrograde  movement,  in  wliich  he 

would  have  beea  certainly  made  prisoner,  had  not 
Colonel  Long's  ammunition  unfortunately  given  out. 
General  St.  Clau>  li«?ing  been  diverted  from  bia 
'  original  injMiMi  by  flmlidetila  occupatioK  of  Skeeua^ 
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borough,  was  compelled  to  retreat  bjacircuitous  route 
to  Fort  Edward,  on  the  Hudson,  where  he  found  Gene- 
ral Schuyler,  actively  employed  in  collecting  a  force 
to  resist  the  further  progress  of  the  enemy,  but  mis- 
erably deficient  in  means  of  every  sort.  His  whole 
force,  until  joined  by  St.  Clair,  continental  troops  and 
militia,  did  not  amount  to  one  thousand  men ;  he  had 
thirty-one  boxes  of  musket- balls,  not  quite  three 
hundred  pounds  of  lead,  and  three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred flints,  and  thus  situated  was  within  little  more 
than  a  days's  march  from  the  head  of  the  Lake, 
where  Burgoyne  lay  with  upwards  of  five  thousand 
fresh  troops,  giving  every  demonstration  of  an  inten- 
tion to  attack. 


« 


VOL.  II. 


Digitized  by  Google 


M 


iUIEftlGAK  B&VOI.UT10IV. 


CHAP.  n. 

Ike  events  of\777  continued, — Rejlectioiut  on  St.  Clair's  retreat.— 
General  Schuyler  removes  to  StiUwater—^Furt  Stanwi.r  invest- 
ed by  Colonel  St.  I^^ers — Brave  and  patriotic  conduct  of  Gene- 
ral Herkimer f^rnold  volunteers  to  »:o  to  the  relief  of  Colonel 
OansevoorU'-'Successful  sortie  of  the  latter, — Arnold  resorts  to 
stratagem,  and  forces  St.  Leger  to  rmtt  the  sUge^ — Battle  at 
BemdngtoH,  and  defeat  of  Colonel  BaMmee^'BtiuTal  iScAuyier 
^gain  superceded  in  his  commmi^bjf  General  (?afesv— Jlfote- 
wmti  of  WoMngltmi^'Ahe  enemy  mUer  the  Vhesapeake^^^wr* 
prUe  mid  eaphtre  of  General  Freteottf^SxpediHen  6f  Otneral 
SuUUxM  and  CoUmU  Ogden  on  8taten  hUmd^Omduet  of  the 
ifjukers^Sefite  of  Brindifwine^Froceedings  of  Congress^ 
J^torthem  wn^r  Mva$itage$  under  wkieh  Gates  took  the  com' 
numd^Comipondeneeof  Gaieiand  Burgoyne^  relative  to  pri' 
sonert^-^Miss  J^Crea^'-^ovements  of  the  two  armie8^--Jl€tum 
of  the  \9th  Septemker, 

The  abandonment  of  Ticonderoga,  which  was  con- 
«idered  as  the  stronghold  of  the  northern  department, 
excited  against  General  St.  Clair  the  moat  clamoroos 
mad  nndeMmd  oenmire,  wbich^  thoagh  he  was  hon- 
ourably acquitted  of  all  blame  by  the  solemn  decision 
,  of  a  competwt  tribunal^  left  a  stain  upon  his  reputation^ 
.  which  no  sabsequent  event  ever  entirely  removed.  The 
reader  has  seen  the  diflcnlties  and  dangers  with  which 
he  was  surrounded,  and  it  roust  be  acknowledged, 
that  he  used  the  only  means^  and  the  ouiy  moment  al- 
lowed him^  of  saving  his  army.  If  the  evil  conse^ 
qnences  of  defeat  could  have  been  coniined  to  the  sim- 
ple loss  of  that  army,  it  might  with  more  show  of  pro- 
priety have  been  regarded  as  cowardly  to  fly  from  the 
thiettened  danger  J  but  Aeernqr  ^  Oennnd  St.  Olairi 
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small  and  ill  appointed  as  it  was,  was  the  only  one^ 
to  defend  the  whole  state  of  New  York  and  the  Hamp- 
shire grants,  (as  the  state  of  Vermont  was  then  call- 
ed) from  the  incursions  of  the  enemy :  for  we  have  al- 
ready seen,  that,  though  General  Schuyler  was  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  department,  and  had  himself 
taken  the  field,  liis  whole  force  was  short  of  a  thousand 
men.    The  loss  of  St.  Clair's  division  would  have 
reduced  even  this  number,  for  it  cannot  be  supposed 
that  the  militia,  which  made  a  considerable  portion  of 
it,  could  have  been  induced  to  stand  before  the  victo- 
rious troops  of  Burgoyne,  after  he  had  destroyed  their 
strongest  ground  of  reliance.  There  would  have  been 
no  nucleus,  around  which  to  collect  another  army, 
and  Burgoyne  would  have  marched  without  interrup- 
tion to  Albany.  The  reasons  which  General  St.  Clair 
assigned  to  Congress,  in  his  letter  from  Fort  Edward, 
were  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  minds  of  all,  but  jealous 
rivals,  that  his  retreat  was  the  result  of  the  soundest 
judgment  and  prudence.    It  was  my  original  design/* 
says  he,    to  retreat  to  this  place,  that  I  might  be  he-" 
tween  General  Burgoyne  and  the  inhahitnntSf  and 
that  the  militia  might  have  something  in  this  quarter 
to  collect  to.    It  is  now  effected,  and  the  militia  are 
coming  in,  so  that  I  have  the  most  sanguine  hopes  that 
the  progress  of  the  enemy  will  be  checked,  and  I  may 
have  the  satisfaction  to  experience  that  although  I  have 
lost  a  post  I  have  eventually  saved  a  state." 
"  The  censure  of  the  peoyle  did  nut  rest  upon  Gene- 
ral St.  Clair  alone.  By  some  means  or  other,  a  report 
prevailed,  wholly  unfounded,  that  the  retreat  of  the  . 
army  had  been  made  by  order  of  Major  General 
Schuyler;  and  he  therefore  came  in  for  a  full  share  of'  . 
the  disgrace^  which  it  was  attempted  to  fix  upon  St  -  • 
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Clair.  The  consequence  of  these  slanders,  which  were 
iadustrioualy  circalated  by  ili6  enemies  of  these  two 
tdnre  and  patriotick  offleen^  was  tint  the  army  was 
daily  decreased  by  desertion.  Botli  continentals  and 
militia^  fearful  of  trusting  themselves  to  the  command 
of  men  whose  oobdnct  was  lepnseated  as  weak  aaA 
dastardly^  left  the  army  in  large  bodies  ^  so  that  on 
the  S4th  of  July,  the  army  which  on  tlieSOth  amount- 
ed to  upwards  of  6,000,  had  been  reduced  to  abont 
9700  continentals  and  1800  militia*  Upon  the  jone- 
tion  of  General  St.  Glair  with  General  Schuyler  at 
Fort  Edward,  the  army  returned-  for  a  few  days  to 
Fori  An%  and  occupied  themselves  in  removing  the 
aloirea^  wUch  had  been  left  at  Fort  George.  On  the 
day  of  his  arrival  here,  aproc  lamation  which  had  been 
issued  by  Burgoyne,  calling  upon  the  neighbouring 
inliabitants  to  meet  at  Castletown  for  the.  purpose  of 
oflhring  their  snbmission  and  ^eceiying  pardon^  Ml 
into  the  hands  of  General  Schuyler,  who  immediate- 
ly issued  a  counter-proclamation^  siting  forth  the  in- 
sidious designs  of  the  enemy^  and  appealing  in  strong 
terms  to  the  patriotism  of  his  fellow  citizens.  The  in- 
habitants, however,  unfortunately  preferred  submis- 
sion to  resUlance;an^.1M^|^  the  def^  inthe  Anie-.  • 
rican  tony  w  ,^htfi#"aiogo  and  more  alarming,  nnih- 
bers  were  flocking  to  the  standard  of  the  British  Ge- 
neral. V:^:: 

On  the  of  July  General  Bchuyler  retired  with 
Us  whole  army  to  Moses's  Greek,  a  position  on  ttie 

Hudson,  about  four  miles  below  Fort  Edward,  which 
had  been  selected  by  Kosciusko,  Chief  Engineer  of 
fhe  army^  as  the  most  eligible  at  which  to  await  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.  A  small  island  here  fi* 
%ided  the  Hudson;  and  the  high  hills  on  each  side  np- 
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pcoached  m  near  the  f  iver^  that  the  position  might  he  , 
eftfily  defended  agwist  ampmour  foice.  .  Qenend' 
6t.  Ckir  WM  pdsled  wttb  one  dhitiott«f  fteannjoii 

the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and  General  Arnold,  who 
after  the  evacuation  of  the  Jerseys  by,  Bir  William 
#owey  bad  jmned  Ike  ncnrthetfrmiiiry  was  elalkiiied 
%rith  anoilier  dhriihni  on  tte  left.  In  4Ua  riioaliMi, 
but  for  the  defection  before  spoken  of,  and  the  general 
torgism  of  the  neighbouring  counties.  General  Schuy- 
ler ivonld  kave  beeii  enabled  to  lam  m^nimA  Ma 
ground,  and  cheekftd-ttm^fffegreBa  ei^a  mudi  imperi- 
our  force.  These  cirni instances,  however,  induced 
liim  to  retire  atill  further  into  the  interiour;  and  on 
Wih  the  camp  was  ttnick  and  the  march  com- 
menced towards  Saratoga,  which  place  the  army 
reached  on  the  31  st,  and  alter  halting  for  twenty  four 
iMMira^  conUnmd  tha  march  to  IjHiUwater^  MT^r^  tbqry 
;i|urriVed  on  the  Wth  of  August  •  >v  .  ^  ^wv'  > 
^  During  all  thU  time,  General  Burgoyne  was  march- 
ing at  his  leisure  in  the  r^of  Schuyler^ preceded  by 
•  party  of  Indians,  wHo  on.  the  MWh  onoomAeied  a 
-^detachment  of  160  Americans,  who  had  been  sent  to 
destroy  a  bridge  a  few  miles  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Ed- 
ward, and  threw  them  into  such  consternation,  that 
they  ked  in  the  most  dastardly  oumner.  Major  Clafk«> 
son,  aid  de  camp  to  General  Arnold,  was  severely 
wouuded,  as  he  was  gallantly  endeavouring  to  rally 
the  fti^itened  fugitiyes-rA  eiinilarikinniah^  if  it  may 
be  digntCed  with  that  name,  took  place  on  the  2d  of 
August,  when  our  rear  guard  of  a  hundred  meo,  un-  • 
der  Mi^or  Hull,  were  &i'ed  upon  by  a  small  party  of 
Indians^  and  took  to  ittetaQtiight.  TheMfl|or,  how^ 
ever,  after  grtat  exertions,  enoooeded  in  rallying  the 

•  •  • 
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men^  and  in  forcing  the  assailants  in  their  turn  to  a 
precipitate  retreat 

On  the  SXth  Angasi^  General  Schujiery  receiving 
Intelligence  that  Fort  Schuyler  or  Stauwix,  situated 
at  the  head  of  the  Mohawk^  was  invested  by  a  Bri- 
tish force  under  Colonel  St.  Leger^  oonsistii^  of  up- 
warda  of  live  hnndred  regulars^  and  three  hondred 
provincials  with  a  large  body  of  Indians  under  Sir 
John  Johnsoi),  ordered  General  Arnold  to  its  relief* 
General  Herkimer^  with  abont  eight  hundred  militia, 
had  already  marched  to  the  ouccour  of  Golonel 
Gansevoort,  who  commanded  the  post;  but  having 
unfortunately  none  of  the  attributes  of  a  soldier  hut 
bravery  and  patriottom^  he  fell  into  an  ambuscade  of 
Indians  and  provincials  under  Sir  John^  and  was  com- 
pelled to  fight  under  many  disadvantages.  His  mil- 
Uia,  however^  maintained  a  contest  of  two  hours^  in 
urhidi  they  displayed  the  coolness  and  courage  of 
disciplined  veterans.  The  General  himself  was 
mortally  wouuded  in  the  onset^  but  refused  to  be  car- 
ried off  the  field|  continuing  to  the  last  to  animate 
and  encourage  his  brave  followers.  Both  parties 
ceased  firing  as  if  by  mutual  consent,  neither  having 
yielded  an  inch.  Sir  John,  however,  claimed  a  vie* 
tory,  though  the  Americans  made  a  regular  and  de- 
liberate retreat^  in  which  they  carried  off  all  their 
wounded,  without  pursuit.  The  vigour  of  the  con- 
test may  he  readily  conceived,  when  it  is  known  tliat 
of  General  Herkimer's  party  of  eight  hundred,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  were  killed  and  wounded.  The 
loss  of  the  enemy  is  not  known^  but  there  can  be  lit- 
tle doubt  that  it  was  at  least  Equally  great ;  thirty- 
three  of  the  Indians  were  killed,  and  twenty-nine 
wounded,  among  whom  were  many  of  their  Chiefs. 
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While  this  action  was  going  on^  Oolonel  Gansevoort^ 
an  officer  of  great  gallantry^  ordered  a  sortie  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  men  under  Lieutenant  .CoL  WiUet, 
agunBtiheiearof  the  enemy's  encampmmity  inwhiidi 
that  officer  succeeded  in  destroying  a  large  quantity 
of  their  camp  equipage  and  provisions^  and  in  car* 
lyuigoff  aqnnnlity  of  ihev  bagiegey  withmi  loeiiig  a 
Man. 

General  Arnold  in  the  mean  time  proceeded  with 
about  eight  hundred  continentals  to  the  German  flats^ 
at  whiehpkoehewe^difeetodtoceUeciaaeha  mililia 
force  as  could  be  induced  to  join  him^  and  then  move 
to  the  relief  of  Colonel  Gansevoort.  Finding  however 
that  all  his  efforts  to  draw  the  militia  to  him  in  any 
edBcient  nomber  were  ineffectual^  and  learmng  that 
the  strength  of  the  besie!;;ers  was  much  greater  tlian 
his  own^  he  resorted  to  a  stratagj&m  which.proved 
eonqdetelj  snoceaaf nL  A  yonng  man  by  the  name  of 
Cuyler^  nephew  to  ttie  brave  but  unfortunate  Herki* 
mer,  had  been  brought  in  by  the  troops  on  suspicion  of 
being  a  spy — he  was  told^  that  his  own  safety  and 
the  lecniri^ .of  bis  pifipetfy,  which  was  lairge,  dei^ 
pended  on  the  Melity  wHh  which  he  should  execute 
the  trust  that  would  be  reposed  io  him.  He  was  in- 
structed to  present  himself  before  St.  Leger^  as  hav- 
mg  narrowly  escaped  from  capture  by  the  Amm*  - 
cansy  and  to  represent  the  force  of  Arnold  as  being 
three  times  its  real  amount — with  such  further  exag- 
geration of  the  danger  that  threatened  the  British 
forces,  as  might  induce  Si  L^r  io  seek  for  safety 
in  a  retreat.  His  tale  was  artfully  assisted  by  some 
friendly  Indians^  and  had  its  proper  effect  upon  the 
lories^  provindab,  and  Indians  under  Si  Leger,  who 
liad  ao  chdce  left  Urn)  fixr  both  officers  and 
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protesM  they  wooM  itendoii  him  if  h«  did  not  ttm* 

sent  to  an  immediate  retreat.  They  were  made  to 
believe^  that  Arnold  was  within  a  few  miles  of  then 
with  npwaids  «f  three  thmmnd  mes,  aad  each  mm 
Aeir  eagemesi  to  eacspe^  that  Bt  Leger  wasnot  evea 
allowed  time  to  save  his  tents,  artillery  and  baggage, 
a  great  part  of  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  Colonel 
Oansevoort  Thus  was  this  eiege  which  had  been 
closely  contioiied  tor  eighteen  days  precipitately 
raised  without  a  blow.  The  two  commanding  offi- 
cers blamed  each  ather  for  their  discom&ture ;  and 
flieir  fiequeat  aUetcatiotts  would  irtiengdi  have  ter- 
miuated  in  a  personal  contest  but  for  the  interfeirence 
of  some  of  their  Indian  Chiefs. 
^  The  pvesgress  of  Bmgpjmb,  after  leaving  the  Lake^ 
was^ashM  been  said^  extremely  sloWyGeneralSchuy- 
ler  having  taken  care  to  leave  as  many  obstructions 
in  the  road  as  possible*  Arrived  at  Fort  Edward^ 
he  firand  Idmself  in  a  greatmeunredestitiite  .of  pto- 
visions/ and  learning  that  the  Americans  had  a  con- 
siderable store  of  them  at  Bennington^  he  determin- 
ed^ by  the  advice  of  the  torg  Sikeene^  to  send  off  a 
delacihii^  to  gain  poi^ession  of  them.  He  had  oQi-  * 
er  objects  also  in  vifew>  to  which  he  had  been  ex(  iietl 
by  the  misrepresentations  of  Skeene,  with  regard  to 
the.jogiiflfty  of  the  conntry  about  JOeiuiuigton*  Tho 
oBcer  chosen  tor  this  expedition  was  Liesteiiant  Co- 
lonel Baume  of  tlie  German  troops^  than  whom  no 
man  could  be  worse  fitted  to  accomplish  the  objects  ia- 

^tended^  which  were  (according  to  the  iBstmetijiiMi 
which  afterwards  fell  into  the  hands  of  General 
Stark,)  "to  try  the  affections  of  the  country,  to  dis- 

^concert  the  coupcils  of  the  enemy^  to  mmi^  Beide-  * 
seVs  dragoons^  to  complete  j^eter's  corps^  and  to  ob- 
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lain  large  supplies  of  cattle,  horses  and  carrias^es^^ — 
the  latter  of  wliich  his  army  stood  much  in.  need  of^' 

^{n  consequence  of  the  failure  of  his  Canada  contract, 
tors.    Lieutenant  Colonel  Baume's  corps  consisted 

\of  about  five  hundred  Germans  and  one  hundred  In- 
dians, all  ignorant  of  the  language  and  topogra[)iiy  of 
the  country,  in  which  they  were  expected  to  work 
such  important  events  :  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brey- 
mens's  corps  of  Brunsy^^ickers  were  posted  at  Batten- 
kill  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  Baume,  if  it  should  be 
necessary.  By  the  time  of  his  arrival  at  Cambridge, 
General  Stark  had  received  information  of  his  ap- 
proach, and  lost  no  time  in  preparing  to  stop  Ins  pro-,; 
gress.  For  this  purpose  he  despatched  Colonel  Urcy 
with  two  hundred  men,  and  prepared  to  follow  liim- 

-fielf  with  the  remainder  of  his  men  under  Colonels 
,^aruer,  Williams,  Herrick  and  Brush.    He  had 

.scarcely  advanced  more  than  five  miles  wlien  he  met 

Xolouel  Greg  in  full  retreat,  and  tl^e  enemy,  in  much 
larger  force  than  he  had  expected,  in  close  pursuit. 

;^e  drew  up  his  forces  in  order  of  battle,  which  when 
the  enemy  perceived,  they  halted  on  an  advantageous 
rising  ground,  and  General  Stark  not  deeming  ii  pru- 
dent to  attack  them  there^  sent  out  some  small  skir- 
mishing parties,  and  in  the  confusion  which  this  cre- 
ated, retired  to  a  better  position  about  a  mile  in  the 
rear,  where  he  encamped.     Here  he  remained  the- 

^^hole  of  the  following  day,  the  Idth,  a  heavy  rain 
all  day  preventing  his  attempting  any  thing  more 
than  a  few  trifling  skirmishes.  On  the  16t)i,  in  the 
morning,  he  was  joined  by  Colonel  Simmons  with  a 
few  militia  from  Betk^hire  county,  and  Colonels  Nic-^ 

yoUs^  Hubbard  and  Stickney,  from  the  neighbouring 

LCountry  with  otU?r  small  parties.    He  then  detached 
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Colonels  Hcrrick  and  Nicolls  with  five  htindred 
men,  to  attack  the  enejuy  in  tbeir  rear ;  and  Colooeli 
Hubbard  and  Btickney  with  three  hundred  other§  to 
attack  them  on  the  right  and  front    The  attack  was 
commenced  by  Colonel  ^Nicolls  about  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon^  rad  soon  became  g^end,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  amy  under  €tark  himself  moTing  up 
in  the  front.    In  his  ullicial  account  of  the  aflair,  (ge- 
neral Htark  (who  had  been  aOaptain  under  Wolfe^ 
en  the  Plains  of  Abraham^)  thus  writes — It  lasted, 
two  hours,  the  hotiest  I  ever  saw  in  my  life :  it  re- 
presented one  continued  clap  of  thunder ;  however 
the  enemy  were  obliged  to  give  way,  and  leave  their 
ftri^fii^ciM  And  all  their  baggage  belund  them;  tbej 
'  wel?e  all  environed  within  two  breast-works  with 
,  airtillery,  but  our  martial  courage  pi*oved  too  hard  for 
.  them.   I  then  gave  orders  to  rally  mgun,  in  order  to 
secure  the  victory/bat  in  a  few  minutes  was  informed, 
that  there  was  a  lar^^e  reinforcement  on  their  march 
within  two  miles.  Colonel  Warner's  regiment  lucki- 
ly coming  up  at  the  moment  renewed  the  attaclc  with  * 
ftesh  vigour.   I  pushed  forward  as  many  of  the  men 
as  I  could  to  their  assistance  :  the  battle  continned  ob- 
stinate on  both  sides  till  sunset ;  the  enemy  was  oblig- 
ed to  retreat  |  we  pursued  them  till  dark,  and  had 
'  day  lastedan  hour  longer^  sbouM  havetakenthe  whole 
body  of  them.  We  rerovered  four  pieces  of  brass  can- 
non, some  huttdi'ed  stands  of  arms^  and  brass  barrell-> 
IjEid  difiiiili^r  several  Hessian  swords,  abotUTOO  prtson-  'r 
^  ere^  WT  iend  ori  the  ^/^o^'^— General  Stark  speaks  in 
deservedly  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of  his  men  and 
.ofl^cer^  particularly  of  Colonel  Warner^  <^  whose  su^  ^ 
peiioar  skiil  in  the  action,  wiss  of  extrabrdlsary  s^ 
vicc.^^  Indeed  it  was  impossible  for  tioops  to  hare  be- 
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haved  more  bravely.  Greneral  Stark  himself  lost  bis 
lione  ia  the  action  ;  and  his  whole,  loss  amounted  to  noi^ 
nona  lhaa  aevei^  killed  and  womlided*  lieatenant , 

Colonel  Bauiucy  who  commanded  the  enemy's  forces^ 
was  among  the  prisoners. 

<  .TUe  was  by  far  the  moat  brilliant  aflair  which  had 
happened  in  the  north  since  the  winter  of  177^9  and 

its  good  effects  upon  the  spirits  of  the  people  were  soon 
conspicuously  seen.    There  can  he  no  doubt,  though 
cfMdiEifMM^    aomewhat  humiliating^  that  General 
*  Stari##  aaen  were  excited  to  this  iinoeninidii  display  of 
bravery,  by  the  hopes  of  plunder  which  had  been  held 
out  to  them  iu  his  general  orders^  and  the  advantages 
of  which  he  aflerwardeendeiiyouredtosecofetoilieni 
by  an  appeal  to  the  commanding  General.   It  is  cer-i 
tain^  that  the  success  of  General  Stark  laid  the  foun-^ 
dAtion  of  the  signal  victory  which  afterwards  orowii- 
ed  the  American  mrms  at  Saratoga,  by  proving  to  . 
militia,  that  the  liei^sians  and  Indiana,  80  much  dread- 
edy  were  not  invincible ;  and  by  checking  the  career , 
of  conquest  which  had  before  animeted  the  troops  of  ^ 
'Biiigojme.  But  neither  this  ever  meuMinihle  defi^ce>  • 
•    .  of  Bennington,  nor  the  gallantry  of  Herkimer  and  ^ 
Gansevoorty  could  restore  the  lost  p<^ulariijy  of  the  ' 
commanding  General.  At  thev^Nii^  moment  thet  W 
was  thus  placing  himself  in  the  very  best  possible  pos«f  r  ' 
'    ture  of  defence ;  at  the  moment  when  the  militia  and  V 
the  soldiers  bad  recovered  their  confidence  in  his  "^^^ 
tivity,  courage  and  discMtlta ;  and  ivhen  he  had  taken^ . 
a  position  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mohawk,  from  which  '  » 
he  could  watch  and  arrest  the  progress  of  Burgoyne;  /  ' 
the  Congress  were  pamng  tesolntions  thai  Clml6KpIs^  * 
Bcbnyler  and  St.  Olair  should  both  be  ordcMd  Wi^^ ' 
tQ  Uead  ^uartersj  and  submit  to  an  iuvesti^atipQ  ^ 
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of  the  causes  of  their  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga.  It 
was  in  rain  that  &enoral  Clair  protested  that 
fieiral  Schayler  had  no  concern  whatever  in  the  retreii 
from  the  Lake — Congress  had  before  them  the  fact, 
that  at  least  ten  thousand  men  had  been  deemed  ne- 
ettmar;  for  its  defence,  vrhile  the  arm^  of  SL  Clair  did 
ifot  atnonnt  to  three  thonsand.  But  ndfortlinately  thtft 
jealousies  which  prevailed  in  the  national  councils, 
the  collision  of  local  feelings,  blinded  tbem  to  the  pro* 
per  consideration  of  these  facts,  and  their  neeessaty 
cousequences,  and  led  them  once  more  to  the  capricioui 
injustice  of  cbaugiog  the  Commander  of  this  interest- 
llS  p<nrtion  of  the  army.  Rener^l  Bchuy  ler  had  scait6<* 
[  ^^BtA^eiiui  Van  Schaick^a  Inland  with  his  arm  jr, 

~  '  "vvheri  General  Gates  appeared  with  authority  to  su-  , 

jii^rsede  liim  in  the  command.    It  has  been  before  re- 
,  '^rliadi  that  the  reasons  assigned  by  some  of  the  meM* 
■'  jArof  Congress,  for  desiring  to  place  General  Schoy- 
:  ler  at  the  heatl  of  the  northern  army,  were  that  he  wad 
the  only  mau^  who  could  exert  a  prevailing  influenced 
over  the  tories  and  loyalista  of  New  York-^lhat  thd 
people  of  that  state,  being  in  dispute  with  the  eastern  ' 
people  on  the  subject  of  important  boundaries,  could 

Sot  Jie  JImugbt  to  regard  an  eastern  man  with  the  con- 
dence  essentiat  to  the  stiocess  of  a  commander ;  and 
it  has  been  seen,  that  the  people  of  New  York  had  but 
.^^v  jittle  to  do  in  his  successes — that  the  militia  upon 
'  Whom. all  the  credit  .devolves,  came  either  from  the 
^  :-jpl^try  in  disj/ute^  and  '#hich  was  afterwards  ereet^ 
^  'wroto  a  separate  State,  or  from  Massachusetts  and 
.     |l(^)v  9Mpshire.   We  have  seen  tliat  diew  York, 
[hgdl  as  she  was,  and  disaffected  to  the  cause  of  inde* 
pcndcnce,  was  no  more  inflnenced  to  become  patriot- 
ick  under  the  command  of  oneof  herown  citizens,  than 
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tfi^  c6tfaihattl  of  General  Gates  ;  anfl 
seen,  that  under  the  same  circumstances,  either  Gene- 
ral Schuyler,  or  General  Gates,  might  have  effected  all 
lhat  was  effected.  The  various  changed  tliefi  Which 
were  made  in  the  northern  army  must  be  attributed  to 
the  caprices  of  Congress,  ratlier  than  to  the  exigeii- 
cies  of  the  case  ;  and  to  {hem,  and  not  to  the  Generals 
themselves,  must  be  ascribed  all  the  heart  burnings, 
jealousies  and  squabblings  which  aftei'wards  occuiTed, 
and  which  had  so  nearly  succeeded  in  destroying  the 
hopes  of  the  country. — General  Gates  assumed  the 
command  of  the  northern  army  on  the  19th  of  August 
at  Van  Schaick^s  Island,  where  we  shall  leave  him  for 
the  present,  to  attend  to  tlie  Commander  in  Chief. 

When  General  Sir  William  Howe  retired  from  the 
Jerseys,  it  has  been  seen  that  his  troops  took  post  on 
Statcn  Island,  while  the  British  fleet  under  his  brother 
Jjord  Howe,  lay  at  Sandy  Hook.  They  bothmanoeu- 
vered  in  such  a  manner  as  to  defy  all  the  conjectures 
of  Washington  as  to  their  ultimate  destination.  He 
conceived  it  impossible,  however,  that  general  IIoMe 
should  for  a  moment  thiuk  of  al)andoning  the  North 
River  and  leaving  General  Bnrgoyne  unprotected. 
All  his  reasoning  therefore  led  him  to  guard  the  high- 
lands. Daily  reports  were  brought  in  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  fleet,  each  contradicting  the  otiiet*.  Oh 
the  23d  of  July  the  fleet  sailed  from  Sandy  Hook  ; 
it  consisted  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  sail^  and 
the  land  forces  were  estimated  at  about  sixteen  thou- 
sand. The  moment  this  event  was  certainly  known, 
Washington  divided  his  army  between  Corriel's  Fer- 
ry, HoweFs  Ferry,  and  Trenton,  supposing  the  at- 
tack to  be  intended  against  Pennsylvania.  On  the 
31  st  of  July  the  fleet  arrived  at  the  Capes  of  Dela- 
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wntf  miA  flia  Mlowiiig  day  ftoooiuite  wm  teerff«il 

that  it  had  sailed  eastward  ;  from  this  time  until  the 
tStd  Augasiy  Washington  continued  in  the  utinoei 
feiplexilj^  mrchuigaiid  comilemnKhing  hie  amqr, 
«eoording  to  the  Tarions  reported  vlewa  of  the  enemy. 
At  length  it  was  ascertained  that  they  had  entered  the/ 
Chesapeake.   The  moment  this  inteUigence  was  re- 
^oeivedy  WasUngton  maiciied  hie  troops,  amonnting . 
to  about  eleven  thousand,  to  Pennsylvania.    By  this 
time  the  royal  army  had  landed  at  the  head  of  £lk, 
mud  was  on  its  march  towards  Brandywine ;  bnt  the 
ffifllcolty  of  obtaining  horses,  and  other  means  of  ■ 
transporting  the  army,  made  the  progress  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam necessarily  slow,  and  it  was  not  until  the  8d  of 
September  that  be  bad  advanced  within  striking  dis-, 
tance  of  the  Americans.   Washington  had  in  the 
mean  time  taken  a  position  upon  Redclay-neck, 
about  half  way  between  Wilmington  and  Christiana ; . 
but  upon  the  approadi  of  the  royal  army,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  change  this  position;  and  re- 
turn to  the  east  side  of  the  Brandywiae,  whilst  the  ' 
army  crossed  Cladsfordf  in  order  to  take  poss^ion  . 
of  the  heights  beyond!   General  WasUngton,  sup- 
posing  thai  the  enemy  would  attempt  to  cross  at 
Chadsfordy  posted  the  main  strength  of  his  army  at 
that  place,  ai^  sent  General  Maxwell  with  one  thou* 
sand  men  to  oocopy  the  opposite  hill,  open  which  a 
slight  breastwork  was  thrown  up  on  the  night  of  the 
iOth. 

In  Ws  situation  let  us  leave  them  for  a  moment  to 

relate  some  circumstances  which  occurred  before  the 
departure  of  the  royal  army  from  Staten  li^land. 
lieutenant  Colonel  Barton  of  a  militia  rc^^ent  be- 
longbg  to  Blmde  Island,  with  some  other  <Acers 
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Muk  ▼olontemi  to  the  ttkttiber  of  for^;  Ibhaed  s  d^^^V^ 
•ign  of  surprising  General  Prescott  in  his  qnnimf'^ 

about  five  miles  from  Newport.    For  this  purpose 
they  passed  over  from  Warwick  Neck  to  Rhode  Is- 
land <Nii  the  night  of  the  iOth  of  July,  and  |«i^ioeeded . 
with  such  secrecy  and  despatch  that  they  executed 
their  project,  and  returned  to  the  continent  with  the 
Gheineral  and  one  of  hb  aids  before  any  alarm  was  ex* 
'  cited  among  the  enemy.   Cobnel  Barton  was  reward^ 
by  Congress  for  this  spirited  enterprise,  with  an 
elegant  sword*    Another  exgedjition  remains.  ,  to  ^ 
told  which  was'planned  by  Genml  8oUivfttt/)i^|l|l^^ 
junction  with  Colooel  Ogden,  to  stop  the  enemy^S  ; 
incursions  into  the  Jerseys,  in  which  they  were  con- 
stantly carrying  oS  the  inhabitants^  their  cattle  and 
provisioiis.   It  was  determined  that  Colonel  Ogden  - 
with  his  own  aisd  Colonel  Dayton's  regiments,  should . 
pass  up  the  Freshkill  Creclc  and  attack  the  rear 
of  the   British,  detachment,  that  were  encamped 
near  the  Ferry,^  conisisting  of  abont  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men  under  Colonel  Lawrence ;  while  the 
General  himself  with  a  corps  of  a  thousand  men,  se« 
lected  from  Sinallwood's  and  De  fiorre>  .hrigadesji  ' 
•honld  march  to  Blizabethtown  Point  and  thence 
cross  over.    Unfortunately  either  the  plan  was  not 
correctly  understood  between  the  two  commanders^ 
or-Genml  Sullivan  did  not  execute  his  part  of  it  as 
agreed  upon.    Colonel  Ogden  was  informed  that 
two  re^ments  would  be  posted  on  the  neck  of  land 
which  separated  the  enemy's  encampment  from  tlio 
rest  of  theislandy  so  as  tb  cut  off  their  retreat^  and 
commenced  his  attack  on  the  morning  of  the  SSd  of 
August^  under  that  impression.    He  soon  succeeded 
m  compelling  Colonel  Lawreilc0  to  retreat,  bai 
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irt^ry  foi'lii  wpe^taiioftw  there  was  m  IMpoiI  ob  Our 

neck  to  oppose  his  flight;  General  Sullivan  having, 
^ffW  lading  from  filizahethtown  Pointy  made  aa 
viipfmssary  maich  of  ^^venU  inilee,  instead,  of  wett- 
ing for  commanicatione  with  Colonel  Ogden.  One 
mistake  too  often  leads  to  another,  and  this  was 
peci4iarly  the  case  in.  the  p^resent  expedition ;  for 
«(Q9)oxiel  having  made  one  hundred  and  thirty  prison* 
ers,  and  possessed  himself  of  one  of  the  enemy^s  ves- 
put  them  on  hoard,  under  the  caxe  of  one  not 
tilery  well  qualified  for  the  diity^  and  ordered  them  to  ' 
.  \    Efizabethtown:  those  who  had' heen  left  in  charge 
of  the  boats  which  1)rought  over  General  Sullivan's 
CQfi^s,  supposing  from  the  numerous  red  coats  on 
\    J^d^y  ^itbe  vessel  was  still  an  enemy,  made  thtir 
(escape.   General .  SulHvan's  divtrion  in  flie  mean 
time,  having  destroyed  a  few  stores  and  vessels  of 
.tfiie  en^emyi  proceeded  to  join  Colonel  Og4^^  ^ha 
having  no  previous  not;J[ce  of  his  approach,  was 
for  some  time  in  doubt  whether  to  receive  him  as  an 
'  emcapy  or  friend*   Theilightof  bis  boats  too^  created, 
suj^  a  del«y  in  getting  hie  men  back  again  to  EUza^ 
\   V'betbtpivn  Point,  that  his  rear  guard  of  a  hundred 
'^i|en  were  overtaken  by  the  enemy,  and  compelled, 
•  a^t^r  a  brav^  and  obstinate  resistance  of  some  time,    ^  ^ 
fte,  siirrender  m  prisoners  of  war^  Majors  Stewart, 
and  Tillti^,  who  <:ommanded  there,  tfads  fell  into  the 
l(ai,nds  of  the  enemy.    The  whole  loss  of  the  Ameri- 
.  tfOks  in  the  course  of  the  day  amounted  tp  nearly  two 
Wndre  d  killed^  wounded  and  prisow» ;  and  the  joi- 
ly  advantage  gained  by  the  expedition  was  the  cap- 
.  ' '  one  h^undred  and  thirty  prisoners,  twen-, 

.   l-  '/^  or  tl^r^  Tories,  and  eope  repoida  and  papers  .of  the 
\  Q^ak^rs,  whi(^  b(aiig  ff^rwards  4^  to  Qon^ress, 
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made  the  sabject  of  a  report,  in  the  following  terms : 
^  That  the  severaL  teatimaniea  which  have  been  pub^ 
Uihed  dnce  thecommencemeat  of  Ite  pireseitt  contest 
between  Great  Britain  and  America,  and  the  uniform 
tenor  of  the  conduct  and  conversation  of  a  number  of 
)^er80B8.  of  coniMiiaMe  wealthy  Ivho  prafese  them* 
Mver  )o  lielong  to  tlfe  society  of  people  commimly 
called  Quakers,  render  it  certain  and  notorious,  that 
those  persons  are  with  miich  fancour  and  bitterness 
dBsafbdedto  the  AmeHcan  duMj^f^lkil'ltihese  per- 
sons wllllkaTe  tt  ii^hiii^  iKiwer,  so  th&re  is  no  doiriHt 
it  will  be  their  inclination,  to  communicate  intielli^ 
gence  to  the  enemy^  and  in  various  other  ways  to  in-* 
jure  the  codnsels  and  arms  of  America;  tliat  when  the 
enemy  in  the  month  of  December,  1775,  were  bend- 
ing their  progress  towards  the  city  of  Philadelphia^ 
n  ctttain  seditions  pnbUcatioBi  addressed  ^To  onr 
Mends  and  brethren  In  religfons  profession,  in  thes^ 
and  the  adjacent  provinces,'  signed  John  Fembevton^ 
in  and  on  behalf  of  the  meeting  of  suffering^' 
field  at  Philadelpfaiay  for  Pennsylvania  and  Nevr 
Jersey,  the  86th  of  the  Itth  month,  i77^y  was  pub- 
lished, and  as  your  committee  is  credibl}^  informed, 
circulated  amongst  many  members  of  the  society  cal*^, 
led  Q^aiEers  thronghout  the  diftrent  States  $  that  ai 
the  seditious  paper  aforesaid,  originated  in  the  city 
of  Pliiladelphiai  and  as  thef  persons  whose  names 
lure  nndednentionedy  have  ofiUTomily  manifested  a  dis- 
pdidtlon  highly  inimical      t&e  cKnse  of '  Amerid^ 
therefore,  Resolved,  that  it  be  earnestly  recommend- 
ed to  the  supreme  executive  council  of  the  fitate  of 
Penn^lvaniay  forthwith  to  appreliend  and  secnre^idlft 
persons  of  Jotkna  Fisher^  Md  Jamesy  Joh^  James, 
James  PembertoUf  Israel  Pemhertonp  Johi^  J^m^fff^ 
vou  II.  .      7  • 
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tonf  Mmrg  Ihipker,  Smnuel  PUamn^  S^bMf 

Wharton  J  sen.  Thomas  Fisher^  and  Samuel  Fishery 
aonsof  Joshua^  together  with  ail  such  papers  ia  Uieir 
pomatioiif  as  may  be  of  a  political  nature.  And 
whereas  there  is  strong  reason  to  apprehend  that  these 
persons  maintain  a  correspondence  and  conversation 
highly  prejudicial  to  the  publick  safety^  not  only  in 
this  SiatOi  but  in  tlie  several  States  of  America, 
IftesoWed  that  it  he  recommended  to  the  execntive 
power  of  the  respective  States,  forthwith  to  apprehend 
and  secure  all  yersons^  as  w  ell  among  the  people  cal: 
led  Quakers  as  others,  who  have  in^hi^i'.  general  con-^ 
duct  and  conveftiation  evidenced  a  ifis|^M|ition  inimi- 
cal to  the  cause  of  America ;  and  that  the  persons  so 
jeized,  be  confined  in  such  places  and  treated  in 
such  .manner  as  shall  be  consbtent  with  their  respec- 
tive characters  and  security  of  their  persons ;  that 
the  records  and  papers  of  the  meetino;s  of  sufferings 
in  the  respective  Hiates,  be  forthwith  secured  and 
carefully  examined^  and  that  snch  parts  of  them  as  may 
be  of  a  political  nature^  be  forthwith  transmitted  to 
Cons;ress.'\  . 

^  The^  hksnoiiiP!^  issue  of  this  expedition  excited 
^eoMderable  prejudice  against  General  Sullivan,  in 

so  much  that  General  \\  ashinaton  was  directed  by 
Congress  to  institute  a  (Jourt  of  Inquiry  into  his  con- 
duct. .Tii^  jipf^  of  the>Conrt  was  honourable  to  the 
General  I  but  there  seeifts  to  be  litllc  doubt,  that  this 
was  owing  rather  to  the  mode  in  wliich  the  iaquiiy 
war  conducted^  than  to.  the  non-existence  of  testimpny. 
against  him.  He  was  certainly  guilty  of  two  egre- 
gious errours,  to  say  no  more  ;  for  it  is  evident,  if  Co- 
Idmeipsd^n  liad  l>een  properly  supported  in  the  first 
jfimobf  tie  whole  BiiAiiili  detachmenly  against  which 
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his  attack  was  so  judiciously  conducted,  must  have 
fallen  into  his  hands  ;  and  the  loss  of  his  rear  guard^ 
in  the  second  place,  was  manifestly  owing  to  the  want 
of  caution  and  dexterity  in  his  manoeuvres — General 
Sullivan  immediately  after  this  joined  the  main  army, 
whom  we  left  at  Brandy  wine,  preparing  to  receive  the 
enemy,  w  ho  had  slowly  advanced  from  the  head  of 
Elk  river. 

On  the  morning  of  the  lith  of  September  by  dawn,- 
Sir  William  advanced  with  his  whole  army  in  two 
columns  ;  the  left  under  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  the  right 
under  the  command  of  General  Knyphausen.  The 
latter  marched  directly  to  Chadsford,  on  the  hill  near 
which  General  Maxwell  was  posted  with  one  thou- 
sand men,  and  upon  him  the  attack  commenced.  Ge- 
neral Knyphausen,  perceiving  the  necessity  of  dislodg- 
ing him  before  his  division  could  cross  the  river  with 
safety,  detached  a  party  for  that  purpose,  which  Max- 
well twice  repulsed,  but  finding  them  reinforced,  and 
that  another  party  was  sent  round  to  attack  him  at  the 
same  moment  on  his  flank,  he  was  compelled  to  give 
wav  and  retreat  across  the  river,  which  he  effected 
with  a  trifling  loss.  Knyphausen  in  the  mean  tiqie 
kept  np  a  constant  cannonade,  without  crossing  or  at- 
tempting to  pursue,  intending  to  cooperate  with  Corn- 
wallis, w  ho  had  directed  his  column  towards  the  fork 
of  the  river,  w  ith  a  view  of  gaining  a  p(»sition  on  the 
right  flank  of  the  American  army.  General  Sullivan 
perceived  this  manoeuvre,  and  forwarded  early  infor- 
mation of  it  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  who,  suppo- 
sing that  he  would  have  time  t4i  cripple  the  division 
of  General  Knyphausen,  and  thus  prevent  a  junction 
of  the  two  columns,  before  Cornwallis,  who  was  aid- 
ed by  the  presence  of  Sir  William  himself,  could  ac- 
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eonpliili  lib  purpose — ,  (Mrdered  Gepenl  ^fihmiie'  ^ ' 

the  lower  ford  with  directions  to  cross  and  attack 
Knyphao^ea ;  while  General  Sullivan  was  ordered  at 
the  Mine  time  to  cms  with  kia  diviaionand  attack  the 
en'eny's  left  flank.  Tbla  diapoaitioB  of  hia  tioopa 
would  have  secured  success  to  Washington,  but  un- 
jbrtuaately  £alse  information  was  conveyed  to  8ulli<p 
van*  and  by  him  to  the  Commander  in  Ohief^  that  the 
enemy  were  not  marching  in  the  direction  of  the  fork 
of  the  river;  and  the  ponsequence  was,  that  General 
Chre^'a  diviaiofi  nulled,  and  SnlliTan  remain^ 
ed  ata^onaiy.  The  laet  orders  of  Washitigton  weie 
scarcely  obeyed,  when  it  w  as  found  that  the  divisioii 
of  Cornwallis  had  actually  crossed  at  the  two  fordSf 
callad  T|:i|nble'a  find  Jeffery^  and  that  they  were 
viBimoBwrering  to  torn  the  right  flank  cf  the  Americans^ 
which  consisted  of  three  divisions  under  Sullivan.  The 
Britiah  forojied  in  order  of  battle  about  four  o'cloqk 
in  the  afternoon^  and  after  a  ahort  ' engagement  thib 
Americans  were  compelled  to  retreat  in  great  confu- 
aion.  As  soon  as  the  firing  on  the  right  of  the  line 
waa/hci9!r4>  General  Gr^ne  waa  deapati;hed  with  his 
flrstbrigade^lipder  General  Weedon,  tolheaid  of  8nl- 
livan,  and  marched  the  distance  ol  lour  miles  in  for- 
ty minutes,  buteve^  this  extraordinary  expedition  did 
)|otbring  him  np  in  timey  for  before  hia  arriTal  the  root 
of  General  Sullivan  was  complete ;  and  all  that  he 
could  do  was  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  fl}  iug  troops. 
In  the  mean  time  General  Knyph^usen  took  advan-^ 
tage  of  the  engagement  of  Cmwallia  to  crosa  Chadar^ 
ford,  and  attack  General  Wayne,  who,  with  his  divi- 
sion and  the  light  troops  under  Maxwell,  was  en- 
trenched on  the  east  bank  of  the  river.  He  aoon  Saato- 
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doned  batteries  and  c«B\iHih.— Cornwallis  pursued  the 
j^visions  which  bad  retreated  before  him  for  about  a  , 
nttefkom  the  aiseiie  of  actioiix  wlieMi  Gr^iw  had  ha^ 

'  ed  bia  covering  trodpa  in  a  narrow  paM  which  howaf 
determined  to  defend.  Besides  Weedon's  Yirginia 
brigade^  he  had  ()plonel  Stewart's  P^nsylvania  re* 
ghneni;  and  never  did  trotye  du^laji^  to 
ed  bravery.  The  enemy  c«|Be  np  abeiit  an  hour  by 
fiun^  and  the  engagement  lasted  till  the  darkness  put 
a  stop  to  it^  and  gave  GeQeri|]^(^r^ofi^  fn  opportnn^y 
^  jPlMvtilig  withoi#lMMi|tf  parang  tofoopi 
it  was,  that  the  heat  of  the  action  was  anatained.  The 
loss  in  killed;  wounded  and  prisoners^  exceeded  twelve 
hundred  men— thai  of  the  enemy  amounted  to  abont 
eight  fanndred.   b.additidn  to  their  loaa  of  men^  the 

.  Americans  lost  ten  small  brass  field  pieces.  Washing- 
ton continued  h^g  retreat  after  the  action  towarda  fhi- 
hdelphifti 

A  nnlnber  of  foteigni^ra  dtstingniahed  themselvea 

,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  this  action.  The 
Count  Pulaaki^  nfho  commanded  a  party  of  light  horae^ 
evinoed  the  sMial  itttrepid  vakmry  lot  which  he  waa  m 
few  days  afterwards  made  a  Brigadier  Geaeral,  by 
Congress^  and  Commander  of  the  Horse.  The  young  • 
Maiquia  de  la  Ifayette  alao^  who  on  the  Slat  of  JnlgF . 
had  heen  made  a  Major  Gteneral  in  the  army  of  tte 
United  States^  <^  in  consideration  of  his  zeal,  illustri- 
oua  family  and  connejuona/'  and  because  of  iiia  bav^ 
in^  al  hia  own  espenae  otmie  evmr  to  offer  hja  aenle^ 
to  the Uinted  States^  without  penaion  or  pavtienlar  A* 
lowance,''  on  this  day  displayed  the  dawning  of  those 
taknta  and  of  that  undaunted  bravery^  wbicb  after- 
wards ao  oJBteik  and  so  greatly  diatfaigulahed  him.  He 
was  in  the  hottest  fight,  and  though  woiinded  refused 
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to  leave  the  field,  but  continued  by  his  words  and  ex* 
tmple  to  animate  the  Americans.  The  world  hag  loof( 
since  paid  their  tribute  pf  respect  te  the  Virtnes  of  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  it  cannot  now  be  necessa- 
ry to  enter  into  his  history.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  ^  - 
lie  belonged  to  the  most  illustrious  family  in  France^ 
that  he  was  a  volunteer  in  the  cause  of  human  libertj^ 
a  disinterested  hero;  and  that  his  many  amiable  qua- 
lities s;ained  him  the  lasting  esteem  and  friendship  of 
Washington,  whose  constant  companion  he  was.  He 
had  accepted  the  rank  offered  to  him  by  Congress^  ett 
condition  that  he  should  receive  neither  pay  nor  cnio- 
lument,  and  his  was  perhaps  the  only  appointment  of 
ft  foreigner  to  so  hi^  a  rank^  that  did  not  give  offence 
and  create  much  dissatisfaction  among  the  natiire  Ame- 
rican officers. — Several  other  French  officers  behaved 
with  distinguished  gallantry  in  this  batUe.  The  Ba- 
ron de  at  Ouary  Was  taken  prisoner*  ^  - 

The  Cartel  which  had  been  established  between  Ge- 
neral  Washington  ajad  Sir  William  Howe^  for  the 
exchan^  of  prisoners/  was  approved  of  by  Congresi  . 
early  in  June.  On  the  i4th  the  national  flag  was  chang- 
ed to  thirteen  stripes,  red  and  white,  and  thirteen 
stars  in  a  blue  field — Such  as  it  continues  to  be  at 
the  pre«ent  day,  with  the  addition  of  one  starfor  each 
State  since  added  to  the  ori^nal  Union.  OatheMth 
June,  Congress  established  a  corps  of  Invalids,  by  the 
following  resolution — a  subject,  the  necessity  of  which  . 
Geaerftl  Washington  had  been  long  enieavouring  to 
impress  upon  their  minds.  <^  Besolved,  that  a  corps  of 
Invalids  be  formed^  consisting  of  eight  companies^  each 
company  to  have  one  Gaptain,  two  Lieu&nants,  two 
Ensigns^  five  Sergeants^  six  CorporalsV  twd  Uroui'' 
mers;  twoFifers^  and  one  hundred  men.  This  corps 
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to  be  employed  in  gamson  tiid  Nr  giiards  in  cities 
and  other  places^  as  also  to  serve  as  a  military  school 
for  yoong  genttemen^  previous  to  their  beiog  appoint- ' 
ed  to  Qafchiog  regtments.'^  v  v. 

We  have  before  stated  that  the  introduction  of  fo- 
jreigners  into  some  of  the  highest  situations  in  the  ar^ 
miff  had  girjui  great  offence  to'  aiittmlmof  native  Ame^- 
.man  otBcer%  .wh<i  had  carried  ilieir  resentment  so  fcr, 
AS  to  threaten  a  resignation  of  their  appointments  and 
an  abandonment  of  the  cause  of  their  country.  Tiiis 
jlMlM^  pi^  piurti;:!^^  iUelf  on  the 

-^aiTfivai  of  a  Motiiner  do  Ooddray,  who  had  been  eii^ 
gaged  with  a  number  of  other  officers  to  come  over,  * 
by  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  ivho  had  stipulated  that  Mon- 
eiei^  do  Coudray  ahonld  receive  the  nnk  of  Major 
General,  and  be  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Artille- 
17  and  Engineers.  Mr.  Deane  had  further  stipulated^ 
that  he  should  be  under  no  other  command  but  that 
of  Congress  and  Oenetal  Washington. '  All  this  was 
done  by  Mr.  Deane  without  the  authority  of  Congress^ 
who  had  simply  commissioned  him  to  engage  the  serr 
vicea  of  ^itr  engineers.  It  did  not,  however,  the  less 
embarrass  flie  Oongi^ess,  who  had  already  before  them 
the  correspondence  of  three  of  their  Generals,  Sulli- 
vai^  Greene  and  Knox^  holding  Oi^t  |)ie  threat  abpve 
Ineuttoned;  and  though  tliey  >ere  ^  disposal,  if 
comply  with  the  stipulations  of  Mr.  Deane,  they  seem-' 
ed  to  be  still  less  disposed  to  hui)iour  the  jealousies 
of  their  Generals.  .  In  this  dilemma,  they  passed  the 
two  following  reiBblnfioos :  isi,  That  ^le  I'resident 
transmit  to  General  Washington  copies  of  the  letters 
from  Generals  Sullivan^  Greene  and  Knox  to  Con- 
.gfess,  with  duectioBS  to  him  to  let  those  officers  know 
iliat  Congress  consider  the  (Mud  letters  as  an  attempt 

t  • 

t  t 
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'    to  infloetfe^  their  dedtkMu,'  U  invasioii  oitfhe  Uberfiei 
of  the  people^  and  indicating  a  want  of  eonfldeuce  in 

the  justice  of  Congress  :  that  it  is  expected  by  Gon- 
greasy  the  aaid  officers  will  make^¥«^per  actuiowledg* 
nents  for  an  interfeiwcb  of  ao  dangerous  a  tendency ; 
but  if  auy  of  those  oflRcers  are  unw  illing  to  serve  their 
country  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  they  shall, 
be  at  liberty  to  resign  their  commissions  and  retire»'f  ; 
;^rhe  My  which  related  to  M onsieBr  dn  Obndray^  iMt 
Which  was  passed  a  few  days  afterwards,  was  : 
^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  Monsieur  da  Coadray  $  that.  Uiey  inltarm  him>  ' 
Congress  cannot  ' tompAy  with  the  a(gieembnt  he  has 
entered  into  with  Mr.  Deane  :  but  sensible  of  theser* 
Vices  he  has  rendered  these  Sti^s,  and  having  a  fa* 
voarable  opinion  of  his  merits  and  airiHties^  they  wiB 
cheerfully  give  Iiim  such  rank  and  appointments  as 
shall  not  be  incompatible  with  the  honour  and  safetj 
of  these  states,  or  interfere  with  the  great  duties  they 
owe  to  their  constitoents.^'— -He  was  soon  afterwards 
appointed  Inspector  General  of  Ordnance,  with  the 
rank  of  Major  General  ;  but  we  shall  see  hereafter^ 
that  roMk  was  not  the  object  of  this  friend  of  liberty.  , 
'  *  t^et  us  now  turn  to  the  army  of  ttie  North.-^We  ' 
have  said  that  Major  General  Gates  arrived  at  Van 
Schaick's '  Island^  and  took  the  command  of  the 
Northern  army  on  the  i9th  of  August  General  Wash- 
.  ington  had  been  directed  by  Congress  to  appoint  an 
,  bfficer  to  supersede  Schuyler,  but  he  declined  doing  so 
.  Ihrou^  motives  of  delicucy^  and  on  the  Mi  Agguslj^ 
iBates  Was' elected  by  hanot.  Mqor  General  Gates 
found  the  army  in  high  spirits  from  the  recent  success- 
es against  Bt.  Lcger  and  fiaume^  and  gaining  daily 
ktren^h  ftrom  the  yipinm^  metsures  ixf  tfae^  Govern* 
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our  of  New  York,  General  George  Clinton,  who  or- 
dercd  out  the  whole  military  force  of  the  State,  which, 
with  the  exception  of  eleven  regiments  ordered  to  re* 
inforce  General  Putnam  in  the  Highlands,  were  plac- 
ed at  his  disposal.    He  came  clothed  by  Congress 
with  extraordinary  powers,  and  bringing  with  him 
every  testimony  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by 
the  Commander  in  Chief.    The  following  resolution 
will  not  only  show  the  confidence  reposed  in  General 
Gates,  hut  the  effect  which  reports,  founded  on  preju-* 
dice  and  jealousy,  had  made  upon  their  minds  with 
regard  to  the  command  of  General  Schuyler.  Re-^ 
solved,  that  the  commanding  officer  in  the  northern 
department  be  empowered  for  the  term  of  four  months 
from  the  date  of  this  resolution,  to  suspend  officers  un- 
der his  commahd  for  malconducty  and  to  appoint  oth- 
ers in  their  roorn^  till  such  time  as  the  pleasure  of* 
Congress  can  be  known  concerning  the  person  or  per- 
sons so  suspended ;  and  that  he  report  to  Congress  with^ 
as  much  despatch  as  possible,  the  names  of  such  as  he  < 
may  suspend,  with  the  cause  of  their  suspension.'' 

This  resolution  was  enclosed  to  him  in  a  letter  of  the 
■*  • 

game  date,  14th  August,  from  the  President  of  Con- 
gress, from  which  the  following  is  extracted  :  "  Want 
of  discipline  and  other  disorders,  too  apt  to  prevail  in 
a  retreating  army,  have  induced  Congress  to  pass  a; 
resolve,  empowering  you  to  remedy  those  evils  as  far 
as  possible,  and  they  have  for  this  purpose  authoris- 
ed you  for  the  limited  time  of  four  months,  to  suspend 
any  officers  for  misconduct ;  not  doubting  that  before 
the  expiration  of  that  period,  you  will  be  able  to  in- 
troduce that  order  and  subordination  so  necessary  in 
a  military  line. — Your  zeal  and  success  in  the  Ame-  * 
rican  cause,  have  hitherto  been  so  distinguished,  th<at 
.  VOL.  n.   •         '     8  , 


it  is  impossible  for  mc  not  to  flatter  myself  with  th«  ^ 
cxpectatioji;  that  we  shall  ere  long  have  the  most . 

,  agreedb|Q^:i€COQiits  from  the  department  yoa 
contmand."— If  Congress  had  waited  only  a  few  dajs  - 
Mnger^  it  is  prol)able  that  the  affairs  of  Foi  t  Stanvvix 
9^  Bennington  would  have  heen  rei^arded  as  such  - 
agreeable  accounts/'  that  General  Scbujler  might.  / 
haVe  been  suifered  to  enjoy  the  consnmmation  of  tbai 
triumph^  w  hicli  they  prepared  for  General  Gates.  But 
thus  it  iS;  that  one  man  profits  by  the.^isfoiiiines.  pf 
another.   Both  these  Generals  were  no  doubt  equal- 
ly conii)eteni,  and  the  same  disasters  and  successes, 
under  the  same  circumstances,  would  have  attended 
either.-H9^iM»^4:^huyler  had  n^j^te^ljr^^uxgpd.^^^ 
ai&ntion  of  the  commander  in  chief  io  ule  situation  of 
his  army,  butcii*cum«tances  had  always  piTventcd  the 

flatter  from  affording  the  aid  required.  Tliis,  though 
•  attributed  by  some,  to  the  partiality  of  Waslungtpn, 
for  Gates^  was  beyond  all  question  the  effect  of  una- 
voidable necessity.  Washington  had  not  the  men  to 
spare^  until  the  change  in  the  command  was  made  by 
Congress.   Then^  fortunately  for  General  Chites^^he . 

'  was  enabled  to  scud  to  his  assistance  one  of  the  most 
efi'ective  corps  iu  the  army.  The  following  extracts 
from  General  Washington's  letters^  J^rhile  show 
that  General  Schuyler  lilad  not  been  iaatfsiitive'^  Ms 
duties*  will  at  the  same  time  prove  tlic  reliance  which 
the  Commander  in  Chief  imposed  in  the  aid  sent  to 
General  Gates.  On  theSOth  Augu^hewrotethus'to. 
General  GMes  :  From  the  various  representations 
made  to  me,  of  the  disadvantage  the  army  lay  under, 
particularly  the  militia,  from  an  apprehension  of  the 
Indian  mode  of  fighting,  I  have  despatched  Colonel 
Morgan,  wiili  his  coj'^s  of  riflemen,  to  your  assist- 
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ance,  'and  expefct  they  will  be  with  you  in  eight  diqp 
from  this  date.    This  corps  I  have  great  dependence 
on,  and  have  no  doubt  that  they  will  be  exceedingly 
useful  to  you ;  a$  a  check  given  to  the  savages,  and  - 
keeping  them  within  proper  bounds^  will  prevent  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne  from  getting  intelligence  as  formerly, 
knd  animate  your  other  troops,  from  a  sense  of  their 
beini^  more  on  an  equality  with  the  enemy.  Colonels 
Conrtlnnd's  and  Livingston's  regiments  aie  also  on 
their  way  to  join  you,  and  must  of  course  be  with 
you  in  a  very  few  days.    With  these  reinforcements, 
besides  the  militia  under  General  Lincoln,  (which  by  •. 
this  time  must  be  pretty  considerable)  I  am  in  hopes 
you  will  find  yourself  at  least  able  to  stop  the  progress 
of  Air,  Burgoyne,  and  by  cutting  off  his  supplies  of 
provision,  &c.  to  render  his  situation  ineligible."  *** 
<^  General  Schuyler's  sending  a  reinforcement  to  Fort 
Schuyler,  1  think  was  absolutely  necessary  ;  and  am  of 
opinion,  that  particular  attention  should  be  paid  to  the : 
inroads  leading  to  this  quarter,  as  a  successful  stroke  j 
of  the  enemy  tlicre,  might  be  a  means  of  encouraging 
the  whole  of  the  Six  Nations  to  unite  against  us." 
•    On  the  same  day  he  wrote  thus  to  Governour  Clin- 
ton :     I  am  forwarding  as  fast  as  possible  to  join  the 
Northern  army,  Colonel  Morgan's  riflemen,  amount-  * 
ing  to  about  five  hundred  men.    These  are  well  cho- 
sen men,  selected  from  the  army  at  large^  well  ac-  • 
quainted  with  the  use  of  rifles,  and  with  that  mode  of 
fighting  which  is  necessary  to  make  them  a  good  coun« 
torpoise  to  the  Indians,  and  have  distinguished  them-  . 

• 

selves  on  a  variety  of  occasions  since  the  formation  of 
the  corps,  in  skirmishes  with  the  enemy.  I  expect 
the  most  eminent  services  from  them,  and  am  mistaken 
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if  their  presence  does  not  go  far  towards  producing  fi 
general  desertion  among  the  savages.'^ 

General  Gates  seemed  to  be  fully  sensible  of  the 
great  advantages  under  which  he  took  command  of 
the  army,  and  not  at  all  inclined  to  take  to  himself  . 
any  ])art  of  the  credit  which  belonged  to  his  prede*  • 
cessor.  lie  had  now  under  his  orders  some  of  the  best 
and  bravest  officers  of  the  American  army — The  mi- 
'  litia  of  New  York  under  the  active  exertions  of  Go- 
vernour  Clinton,  were  marching  fiom  all  quarters  to 
join  him — the  check  which  Burgoyne  had  received, 

•  gave  him  time  to  make  the  best  disposition  of  his  force : 
and  the  Indians,  whose  mode  of  lighting  had  before 
struck  a  pauick  in  the  army,  had  been  so  severely 
handled  by  the  unfortunate  Herkimer  and  his  brave 
followers,  that  it  seemed  doubtful  whether  they  would 
again  ap|)ear  in  much  force.  On  the  23d  August, 
Colonel  Morgan  arrived  at  head  quarters  with  liis 
corps,  whidi  consisted  of  508  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  and  privates;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ri*  . 
chnrd  Butler,  of  Pennsylvania,  Major  Morris,  of  Jer- 
sey, and  Major  Henr}'  Dearborn,  of  Massachusetts, 
"Were  his  field  officers — the  latter  had  command  of  a 

•  select  portion  of  this  excellent  corps,  of  <^jO  men  arm- 
ed with  bayonets.  •  , 

*  So  little  intelligence  had  hi^j'n  received  of  the  enc* 
my  at  head  quarters  since  the  aflair  at  Bennington, 
that  Grnoral  Gates  remained  in  i«:;norance  of  their  si- 
tuation  or  movements  until  the  30tb  August,  when  a 
messenger  arrived  from  Burgoyne,  w  ith  a  letter,  com- 
**.3)laining  of  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners  taken  by 
^General  Stark.  This  gave  occasion  to  the  hot  tem- 
der  and  patriotick  feelings  of  General  Gates  to  break  . 
out  in  a  severe  retort.    He  replied  to  Burgoyne's  let^ 
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ter,  and  called  to  his  recollection  the  many  barbarities 
which  had  been  practised  Uy  the  savages  under  hit( 
orders,  towards  the  Americans — He  mentioned  among 
others  the  murder  of  a  young  lady  (a  Miss  MK.'rea) 
who  had  fallen  into  their  hands  at  Fort  Edward,  tho 
circumstances  of  which  he  detailed  in  all  the  extrava- 
gance of  high  wrought  feeling.  He  represented  her 
as  the  most  lovely  and  amiable  of  her  sex,  and  to  add 
to  the  horrour  of  her  fate,  stated  tliat  she  was  dress* ' 
cd  in  her  bridal  robe  to  receive  her  promised  husband^ 
who  was  a  refugee  officer  in  Burgoyne's  army,  when 
the  murderers  employed  and  paid  by  hiniy  laiil  their 
ruthless  hands  upon  her.  There  is  but  little  doubt 
that  General  Gates  purposely  exaggerated  thccircum* 
stances  which  attended  the  melancholy  fate  of  this 
young  lady — sufficiently  melancholy,  indeed,  without 
the  aid  of  fancy.  She  had  remained  behind  when 
the  American  army  retreated  from  Fort  Edward,  for 
what  purpose  is  a  mere  matter  of  conjecture,  and  un- 
fortunately fell  into  the  hands  of  two  Indians,  who 
happened  to  be  the  first  to  enter  the  town  :  and  a  quar- 
rel arising  between  them  concerning  her,  it  was  de- 
cided by  one  of  the  savages  burying  his  tomahawk  in 
her  head.  But  whatever  may  have  been  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  this  case,  or  whatever  the  enormities 
committed  by  the  inhuman  monsters  who  found  her, 
there  was  no  reason  to  supppose,  that  they  were  either 
encouraged  or  sanctioned  by  General  Burgoyne.  He 
had  on  several  occasions,  endeavoured  to  repress  the 
ferocious  tempers  of  the  savages,  and  particularly  in 
a  speech  which  he  made  to  them  on  his  crossing  the 
American  line,  in  June;  and  it  would  be  unjust  to  re- 
gard him  as  an  abettoi- of  their  cruelties  any  fur- 
ther than  by  the  mere  act  of  employing  them  in  his 

.  ■         •  -  • 
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itti^mA  for  tfak  he  had  Cte  ivden  of  hit|iMti^^ 
meiii,  and  the  example  of  hb  predeeesior.— Areply 

from  General  Burgoyne  to  the  accusations  of  General 
Gat«8;  in  which  he  entered  into  a  minute  viadicatiou 
of  his  condttct  and  chaimcter^  closed  the  correspond- 
ence  between  the  two  commanders,  and  on  the  8th 
September  General  Gates  turned  to  meet  his  enemy.' 
.The  army  arrived  nt  Stillwater  on  the  9th  of  Sep» 
>  fomber,  fiilly  detarmined  to  face  the  foe,  and  if  ne^' 

■  cessary  pursue  liim  into  his  own  confines.  This  was 
at  first  supposed  to  be  an  eligible  position  for  throw- 
ing up  a  line  of  entrenchmeiitpy  and  a  larg^  parfgr 

.  nlidiBr  tike  engineer  SdsdiMiOy  wera^HlilM^ngly  set 
to  work  for  that  pnrposc.  But  upon  a  more  narrow 
inspection  of  the  grounds,  the  General  determined  to 
change  his  position,  and  occtapy  Behmod's  Heights, 
which  were  taken  possession  of  ahd  fortified  on  the 
Idth.  Burs;oyne  at  this  time  lay  opposite  to  Saratoga, 
occnp^^g  old  Fort  Miller  and  BattenkilH;  but  what 
'were*  his  fnrther  intentions^  General  Gates  had  no; 
means  of  judging.  In  this  situation  the  Deputy  Ad- 
jutant Gciieral,  Colonel  James  Wilkinson,  volun> 
teered  to  lioad  a  seledt  reconnoitering  party,  and  oh- 
lith  #  tiorolM^lli^ri^  He  left  the 

camp  w     170  men  under  cover  of  a  dark  night  aud 
arrived  by  day-light  at  Davocote,  about  two  miles 
from  Saratoga   Here  he  posted  the  greater  part  of  " 
his  men  in  a  wood  near  the  road^  and  proceeded  him- 
self to  the  Heights  of  Fishkill  Creek  ;  from  which 

'  position  he  discovered  a  column  of  the  enemy  drawi^ 
.   np  under  arms,  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  creek,' 
'within  three  hundred  yards  of  hira^  and  another 
lumn  under  march;  descending  the  Heights  below 

.  Batt^MdulL  ,  ,JSeiiig  satisfied  from  tliese  orcomstances 
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ii^j^jij^^^fl^^  was  advancing!  Colonel  Wil- 

lansott  Intoned  to  camp  with  his  party,  bringing 
with  him  three  pmoni^rsi  who  confirmed  the  intellir^ 
gence.         *    •  i 
.On  the  15th  General  Bargoyne^  having  crossed  the 
j^er  some  days  before^  had  advanced  as  far  as  Dayo' 
cote^  where  fie  halted  tw'enty-fonr  hours  for  the  pur- 
pose of  repairing  the  bridges  and  roads  in  his  ad- 
yance,  for  the  more  convenient  march  of  his  army.-. 
f)a  ihb  idth  Genetal  Arnold  was  sent  oiit  with  Cfleett 
hundred  men,  to  harrass  and  impede  him,  but  return- 

^  ed  without  accomplishing  any  thing ;  Burgoyne  con-  - 
ti'nuing  his  march  until  he  had  arrived  witlun  tv^^ 
miles  of  General  Oaies's  camp.   Here  he  encamped, 
in  a  line  extending  from  the  river  to  a  range  of  hills 
sjix  hundred  yards*  distant,  and  upon  which  were 
posted  the  elUe  of  hisjSrmy.  Tlie  position  oocnpied by 
General  Gates^  as  described  by  an  eye-witness^  and 
one  who  knew  it  well,  was  as  follows: — "His  right 
occupied  the  brow  of  the  hill  near  the  river,  Avith 
which  it  was  connected  by  a  deep  intrenehment ;  his 
camp  in  the  form  of  a  segment  of  a  great  drcle,  the 
convex  towards  the  enemy,  extended  rather  oblique- 
ly to  his  rear^  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  a  knoU. 
occupied  by  his  left ;  his  ftoni  was  covered  from  the 
right  to  the  left  of  his  centre,  by  a  sharp  ravine  run- 

•  ning  parallel  with  his  line^  and  closely  wooded ;  from 
jthenee  to  the  .knoll  at  his  exteme  lef^  the  groand 
was  level  and  had  been  partially  cleared^  some  of  the 
trees  being  felled,  and  others  girdled,  beyond  which 
in  front  of  his  left,  flank^  and  extending  to  the  ene- 
my's rights  there  were  several  small  fields  in  very  im- 
perfect  cultivation,  the  surface  broken  and  obstructed 
with  stumps  and  fallen  timber,  and  the  whole  bound- 
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6dM  the  west  by  a  gt«e|l  eifeiiaeMe.  ISbe  exiffttf* 

ties  of  this  camp  were  defended  by  strong  batteries^ 
and  the  interval  was  strengthened  by  a  breastwork 
without  iDtrencbineiiitti  constructed  of  tbe  bodies  of 
felled  'tieesy  logs  and  mis,  with  an  additional  bat- 
tery at  an  opening  left  of  the  centre.  The  right  was 
almost  impracticable ;  the  left  difficult  of  approach.'^ 

The  greater  part  of  the  intemedi4te'S|^i0a:;nfi# 
open  ground ;  that  portion  which  intervened  Mlween 

the  right  of  the  enemy,  and  left  of  the  Americans, 
was  covered  with  woods.  On  the  i9th  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  enemy  bepm  to  move,  from  the  h>w  ground, 
iowards  the  heights  ticcupied  by  the  American  left; 
upon  perceiving  which,  Colonel  Morgan  was  ordered 
to  advance  with  his  rifle  corps,  to  hang  on  their  fixMit 
and  flanks,  and  impede  their  approach  by  every 
means  in  his  power.  Major  Morris,  who  headed 
the  advance  of  this  corps,  fell  in  with  the  enemy^s 
picket  about  lift  o'clock,  which  he  drove  in^^and  pur- 
sued, until  he  came  unexpectedly  upon  the  British 
line.  His  party  were  of  course  routed,  and  thrown 
into  considerable  confusion;  and  several  of  the.  men 
and  oflcets  were  made  prisoners.  Intelligence  of  this 
being  conveyed  to  the  General,  he  ordered  two  of  the 
New  Hampshire  regiments  to  the  support  of  Morgan, 
under  Colonels  Ciltey  and  Scammel.  They  took 
post' on  Morgan's  left,  and  in  an  hour  after,  tlie  ac- 
tion recommenced,  other  regiments  successively  en- 
gaging, until  about  3  o'clock,  it  became  general. - 
Prom  this  lumr  until  night  the  flring  was  incessant^, 
'INMiottt  producing  any  apparent  advantage  to  either 
side.  About  80(X)  of  the  Americans  were  engaged, 
and  about  3500  of  the  enemy,  who  had  the  further 
idvantege^of  being  enabled  to  bring  fbur  pieces  of  ar^ 
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tillery  into  the  action ;  while  the  Americans  from  thB 
nature  of  their  ground  were  unahle  to  make  use 
their  Held  pieces.  General  Poor's  brigade,  and  Oo^ 
lonel  Morgan^s  corps,  opposed  to  Ilaiiiil Ion's  brig- 
ade, consisting  of  the^Oth,  2ist  and  6^  ^^ij^j^h  in- 
fantry,  anatuned. the  hottest  of ; Ike  aictioit.'^ /Thia 
JLmerican  loss  on  this  day  aliMiimt^d  to  381,  killed^ 
wounded  and  missins; ;  and  that  of  the  eneray  be- 
iweep  live  and  six 'hundred*  Colonel  Cook's  regi- 
iniiit  of  ^Milnecticmt  Colonel  CiU§y^9iif 

New  Hampshire,  sfiifMSiiv^f^  lieatea-' 
ant  Colonel  Colburn,  and  Lieutenant  ColoneV Adams 
were  both  killed.  But  few  prisoners  were  taken  oja 
either  side :  two  of  Morgan's  offlcers  and  twenty  pri* 
vatcs  fell  into  the  enemy hands  on  the  first  charge; 
and  about  one  hundred  of  the  enemy  were  captured  by 
tbeA'mevican9.in  the  oouise  of  theday.  The.artiUe- 
ry  of  the  enemy  fell  Into  our  hinds  several  times  in 
the  course  of  the  action  ;  but  it  was  imi>racticable  to 
use  it  against  them.  The  British  corps  which  served 
Ahis  artillery^  fought  with  the  moethetoiick  toaveryj; 
at  of  them  out  of  4B;  Mng  kllM  and  wonnded  ai 
the  guns.  It  was  certainly  one  of  the  warmest  ac- 
tions ever  fought,  and  sustained  by  both  sides  with 
e^tial  eomrage ;  night  only  jnitting  an  end  to  the  eoii^ 
test.  General  Bnrgoyne,  as  was  discovered  by  his 
intercepted  correspondence  claimed  the  victori/  ;  but 
it  is  evident,  that  there  was  no  victory  on  either  side, 
neither  havins;  gained  a  solitary  advantages,  or  a  iiu^. 
gle  inch  of  giound.      '  >      •     '  • 

It  has  been  remarked,  and  from  a  source  which 
renders  the  fact  unquestionable^  that  there  was  not  a 
rittgle  ^n^roi  oAcer  on  the  field  of  battle  on  ihis 
This  may,  be  acoonnted  fitt*  from  the  fact, 
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tliat  the  battle  was  wholly  unexpected  by  either  army, 
Biurgoyne  had  no  other  object  in  view^  in  the  mo?e- 
meat  which  led  to  than  to  take  such  a  poaitieii  as 
should  enable  him  to  defend  his  provisiom  and  hag« 
gage ;  and  General  Gates  was  not  in  a  situation  to  wish 
for  a  general  action^  as  he  had  neither  completed  his 
works  t>f  defence,  nor  received  half  the  reinforce- 
ments which  he  expected.  The  mistake  which  the 
advance  of  Colonel  Morgan's  cof  ps  made^  in  running 
in  upon  the  British  line,  and  the  necessity  of  send- 
ing two  regiments  to  his  support^  led  linexpectedly 
to  the  consequences  which  followed.  Arnold  would 
have  been  engaged^  bnt  fearful  of  his  rashness^  Gen- 
eral Gates  prohibited  his^inlerference.  General  Lear- 
ned was  ordered  oat  late  in  the  Bvening,  but  flie  ac- 
tion terminated  soon  afterwards,  and  before  he  had 
au  opportunity  of  sharing  much  in  the  fortunes  of  the 
day.  Had  Bnrgoyne  attacked  the  Americans  the 
next  mornings  which  it  was  his  intention  to  have  done, 
but  for  some  dissausive  reasons  offered  by  General 
Fraser,  or  the  morning  after^  which  lie  was  prevented 
from  doing  by  intelligence  from  Bir  Henry  Olinton^ 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  his  success  would  have 
been  certain  and  complete* 

Leaving  the  two  adverse  armies  -thus  sitnated^  let 
^8  now  torn  to  the  commander  in  chief. 
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CHAPTEBUL 

EoenU  of  1777  contimuds — Meeting  of  tfie  two  armm  of  Wa»lh,  - 
tfigioii  ofuf  HiQimt  mi  the  SchuyUcUJU-^StMU  prevenUd  by  a 
.  ttann^-^arrow  escape  of  Hamilton  and  Leej^Unejcpected 
ton  of  Monsieur  di'  Coudratfd — Oemral  Wayne  is  surprised  bif  , 
ffttf  mmmif,  and  s^jfers  wnsiderabU  loss^^^lSir  WiUUan  ffowe 
enkro  PMkMjMa  In  iHiatfiLs^mCongruo  npoir  to  Tonk- 
town^ii  "J^wfnA^  jMiMrs^pVNCw  to  ncanUKgtoiu^juoin  Munot 

Jkneriean  orinyj— ^ir  Wi!UamwUhdraw»hU  troopofrdm  Gfer- 
mavtown  to  PhitadelpkUh — ^ti*  Benrif  ClinUmU  expedUum  up 
Ai  Sudmuu^ffe  nducea  Fofts  Mmtgomorff  and  CRnton^ 
Mr^em  tfrmyn — DispuU  between  General  ■  Bates  and  General 

.  Jhnold, — The  latter  is  excluded  from  commands — Battle  of 
JMimiis's  ileights^Retreat  of  Comwallis* — Convention  of 
Saratosa, 

*  • 
Thk  «iituaiion  of  General  Washington,  after  the 
battle  of  Brandywiiie^  was  nearly  as  critical  ag  any 
In  which  he  foimd  himself  pliU^ed  duriag  the  wak*.  B 
Sir  William  Howe,  fais^def^  halting  for  three  days 
on  the  field  of  hattle^  as  was  the  case,  had  pursued 
his  advantages^  he  miglit  easily  have  overtaken  him  . 
at  Oheater^  or  by  a  forced  march  have  reached  Pfaila«*' 
delphia  befoie  him.    But  here  again  the  evil  genius 
,of  Bir  William  proved  the  salvation  of  the  Ameri* 
can  army^  which  after  a  short  rest  at  Chester  re-  . 
newed  their  march  towairds  tlie  city.   Hiving  cross- 
ed the  Schuylkill,  Washington  moved  up  the  river 
to  Swedesford,  where  he  recrossed  it  to  meet  the 
enemy^  having  intelligence  that  Sir  William  was  ad  * 
vancing  towards  the  Upper  Fords.   On  the  17th, 
the  two  armies  met  near  the  Warren  Tavem  on  the 
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Lancaster  road,  and  drew  up  in  order  of  battle. 
The  Americans  were  about  to  contend  against  a  fear-  * 
ibl  oddsi  against  iroope  mnch  more  nomenras,  lietter 
armed,  and  flushed  with  recent  victory-^bnt  the  ele- 
ments conspired  to  forbid  the  contest :  a  tremendous 
storm  Came  on,  accompanied  4)y  torrents  of  ratals 
which  continued  to  pour,  down  until  the  next  day. 
The  van  of  eacli  army  had  commenced  the  engage- 
ment^ but  it  lo^ttcd  only  a  few  moments,  for  tlie  de- 
Inge  was  too  great  for  either  party  to  contend  against ; 
and  they  separated  by  mntoal  necessity.  The  next, 
day,  upon  examination  of  the  cartoucb  boxes  and 
tumbrils '  of  tlie  American  army,  it  was  found  that  • 
the  j£mmnnition  was  entirely  destroyed  by  the  wet ; 
and  white  General  Washington  was  exerting  himself 
to  remedy  this  loss,  Sir  William  crossed  the  Schuyl- 
kill^ and  pursued  bis  route  towards  Philadelphia. 
In  order  to  prevent  a  quantity  of  floor,  stowed  in 
some  mills  which  lay  in  the  route  Sir  William  had  ta- 
ken, from  failing  into  his  hauds^  Washington 
tbought  proper  to  order  its  destruction;  and  his  aid- 
de-camp  Lieotenant  Colonel  Hamilton  was  sent  with 
Captain  Henry  Lee,  and  a  small  party  of  his  dra- 
goons, to  accomplish  that  object.  They,  were  of 
course  obliged  to  get  in  advance  of  the  enemy,  which 
was  of  itself  a  difRcnlt  and  dangerous  enterprise:  tbe 
mills  stood  un  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill,  at  the, 
foot  of  a  long  hill ;  and  in  order  to  arrive  at  them^ 
the  party  had  Ho  cross  a  bridge  over  the  mill-race. 
They  succeeded  in  getting  before  the  enemy,  and  ar- 
riving  at  the  top  of  this  hill,  they  posted  two  vidette^ 
to  give  them  notice  of  the  enemy's  *  approach,  and 
proceeded  to 'execute  their  instructi<ms.  There  was 
fortunately  a  Hat  bottomed  byat  l^ingatthe  mills^  of 
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which  Colonel  Hamilton  secured  the  possession,  with 
a  view  to  escape^  if  it  should  benec^essary^  and  he  had 
scarcely  done  soy  whea  the  8igDa]Li||^.  by  the 
viieHes  of  tke  ettemy'a  itpprotefi.^^^'S^  liealeiianft 
Colonel  and  four  of  the  dragoons  instantly  jumped 
iato  llie  boaty  but  before  the  last  man  had  embarked^ 
the  eaeing^  were  teen  in  f all  apeed  p^rauiiig  the  iri^ 
iettB9  down  the  Un.  >  Gaptain  Lee  with  the  two 
other  dragoons,  determined  to  attempt  to  recross  th6 
bridge  rather  than  detain  ihe  boat,  as  the  |te|i|qr.^0!al4 
ha^e  teiMtered  tmph  in^oiiihliu-  l^he;  p9tkts0Bti  io 
thenr  horses  therefore^  and  recrossed  the  bridge,  with* 
in  ten  paces  of  the  enemy's  front  sections,  and  under 
Ihe  foil  fire  <if  their  carbines  and  pistols;  while 
another  sectbn  flew  to  the  river  side,  and  poured 
Heveral  vollies  into  the  boat,  which  though  it  had  to 
struggle  agiunst  a  strong  current,  reached  the  oppo- 
eite  shore  in  safety.  Bach  of  these  yonng  oOcecs 
was  for  some  thne  ignorant  of  the  otter's  jhfe,  b«t  . 
fortunately  they  both  regained  their  camp  in  safety, ' 

In  the  last  chapter^  we  had  occasion  to  mention  the 
psbceedingB  of  Coogr^iraMiyfttoMon^^^  dujOon- 
dray,  who  had  lieen  made  Inspector  General  of  Ord« 
nance,  i^ith  the  high  rank  of  Major  General.  On  the 
day  that  Washington  recrossed  the  Schuylkill  with  f 
Tiew  to  meetand  give  Sir  William  battle,  inlelterlrom 
Monsieur  du  Coudray  was  laid  before  Congress,  in 
which  he  requested  permissipn  for  himself  and  seve« 
raL  othevs  who  had  accompanied  him  from  f  ctnce  to 
fight  in  the  American  army  under  their  protection^  that ' 
they  might  not  subject  themselves  to  a  treatment  difr 
.ferent  from  that  belonging  to  the  chs,racter  of  prison- 
era  of  war^  dtiiohiMlprtone  throw  them  into  the  hi^nds 

-the  enemy.   He.  asked  only  the  rank  of  Captain 
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forbiBweV^  andtlukt  of  L«Butetuuits  and  l^«"guf  fur 
the  others.  Thk  i^eqnest  was  immediately  complied 
wUh^and  on  the  I6tli  September^  Monsieur  du  Cou- 
dray  set  out  to  join  the  army.  He  had  to  cross  the 
ihaylkill  in  a^t  bottomed  boat,  into  whicli^in  all 
the  ardour  of  anticipated  ,a;U)ry,  he  jum|)ed  his  fiery 
charger — th^  animal  became  unruly,  du  Coudray  was 
nnable  togoyern  him^  and. he  ploagBd^ifi%h|r3n^. 
into  the  iloodtf  He  d^teronsly  disengag^'lkiiiuielf 
from  the  saddle^  hut  after  much  struggling,  and  many 
efforts  on  the  part  of  his  companions  to  save  him,  the 
gl^lant  bnt  unfortunate  du  Coudray  sunk  to  rise  no. 
more.  His  memory  was  honoured  by  an  especial  vote 
of  Consress,  and  his  hodv  was  interred  with  thehon^ 
ours  of  war  at  the  publick  expense.  .  ^  • 

Washington  on  the  18th  filed  off  with  Ins  army  to- 
wards Heading,  leavini^  General  Wayne  in  the  rear 
of  the  enemy.  On  the  iBth  it  was  determined  in  Coun- 
eil  tbi^t  the  Commander  in  Chief  with  the  main  bodjf 
of  the  army  should  cross  the  fiohuylkill  at  Parker'« 
ford,  and  endeavour  to  meet  tlie  enemy  in  front,  and 
that  General  Greene,,  in  conjunction  with  General 
Snu4liiML  an^MS^liiUilf  Gist,  both  of.  the  Maryland 
line,  slnmld  endeavour  to  annoy  the  enemy  's  rear.  In 
the  mean  time  General  Howe,  receiving  intelligence, 
of  Wayne's  position  in  the  rear  of  his>left  wing^  dof 
tached  Cteneral  Grey,  with  two  regiments  and  a  Body 
of  light  infantry,  to  surprise  him  on  the  night  of  the 
SOth — Wayne  had  with  him  a  corps  of  1500  men,  with 
four  pieces  of  ajrtillery ;  .General  Grey  came  Up  with 
his  left^  about  one  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  9isi 
His  approach  was  only  suspected,  from  the  circum-. 
stance  of  some  of  tlie  American  centtfiels  heing  miss^ 
ed;  when  the  Kuard  officer  Feuthis  roun4s---tl|e  alarm 
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wis  inAiedialely  given,  aUd  in  tbe  iMtif  of  the  in^^V 
ment;  General  Wayne  paraded  them  m  front  of  their 
-  fin§f  thus  exposing  them  to  the' full  view  of  the  e&e- 
ny^  whohudhed  upon  them  with  tl^ei>bayoi|etiy  and 
committed  great  execution^  before  Wayne  liad  time  to 
make  a  single  manoeuvre.  Near  SOU  Americans  were 
kUled  and  wounded^  and  about  80  made  prisoiv, 
eiiy\among  whom  were  aeveial  ollcers.  The  Ame-^. 
ricans  lost  also  a  large  quantity  of  arms^  and  eight 
wagons  loaded  with  baggage  and  stores ;  while  the 
etemy  hii^m^  S  killed  and  wounded*   As  soon  as  ^, 
it  was  possible  for  OeneraT  Wayne  to  recover  from^l 
the  surprise  into  which  he  had  been  thrown,  he  was  ^' 
enabled  by  the  darkness  of  the  night  to  escape  with- 
out farther  loss,  and  join  the  main  army^ 
■  'Bit  William^  in  the  mean  time^  havingsncceededin 
his  stratagem  of  drawing  Washington  to  a  distance 
from  the  city,  very  unexpectedly  crossed  th^  Bcliuyl- 
-    ,luU  at  Falland  findy  on  the  night  of:  the  ttd^  and  mor-' 
ed  on  without  opposition  to  Philadelphia,  which  he 
entered  in  triumph  on  the  26th.    He  had  previousl]^' 
detached  sereral  parties  of  Grenadiers,  Light. infant 
try,  alkd.  Glmssenrs,  to  cross  the  vanoiis  T<N!ds,  and  by 
this  means  Washington  was  deceived  with  contradic- 
tory account%.of  his  movements,  being  nearly  a  day's 
wutA  in  his  rear,  at  the  me^ment  he  believed  himself 
•in  a  position  to  meet  his  front   The  Congress  had 
made  their  escape  on  the  18th  and  repaired  to  Lanca^- 
fr^i^which  they  again  adjonrned  before  the  end 
of  the;jgg^  to  Yorfctown ;  haTtng  before  their  ad- 
journjiiflpjlii  tn  still  forther  powers  to  the  Command- 
er in  Chief,  by  the  following  resolution  : "  That  Gene- 
ral Washington  be  authorised  and  directed  to^sOspeM 

%U  cheers,  who  shall,  misbefaave,  and  tojBi  up  ail  va^^ 

»     .    '    .  .     ♦  * 

•  ■ 
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gadierSy  until  the  pleasure  of  Congress  be  com  muni- 
cated ;  to  take^  wherever  he  may  be^  all  such  provi- 
mm  and  other  articles  as  may  be  necessary  for  Uia 
comfortable  subsistence  of  the  amy  nader  his  com* 
mand,  paying  or  giving  certificates  for  the  same  ;  to 
^move  and  secure  for  the  benefit  of  the  owners^  aU 
goods. and  effects  which  may  be  seniOi^leulp  the  . 
enemy ;  provided  that  the  power  hefel^  vesiied^  shall 
be  exercised  only  in  such  parts  of  these  States  as  may 
be  within  the  circumference  of  seventy  miles  of  the 
head  qnarieis  of  the  American  anay^  and  shall  con-^- 

.  tinne  in  farce  for  the  space  of  sixfy  day 9^  unless  soon- 
er revoked  by  Congress."  '  ' -  ' 
\v  JJpon  receiving  certain  intelligence  of  Sir  William^s 
moyementsy  General  Washington  moved  ffith  fais  ar- 
my to  Skippack  Creek>  abontsiAteeamilesfrom  G^er- 
mantown^ou  the  western  side  of  which  he  encamped, 
determined  to  seize  the  first  opportunity  of  ofleriog 
battle*  Lord  Howoi  after  the  batfte  of  Brandywioe^ 
Anding^that  his  brother  wonld  no  longer  haveoecarion 
for  the  fleet  in  the  Chesapeake,  prepared  with  all  ex- 
pedition ^to  put  to  sea  and  move  round  into  the  Dela- 

'  irsaN»^tMjt>.^isbtl>e  ready  toboopierate  with  the  ar- 
my at  Philadelphia.  This  had  been  foreseen  by  Wa- 
shington,  and  every  precaution  had  been  taken  to  ob- 

'  #truct  the  ^passage  of  the  river  by  the  erection  of  bat- 
4me8;  and  the  sinking  of  chevanx  de  friese,  near  the 
city.  Two  fortresses  had  been  erected;  one  on  Mud 
Island,  and  the  other  about  three  miles  lower  down 
^n  tiie  Jera^  side,  at  a  point  of  land  called  Billings- 
v^^inri  A  redoubt  was  also  thrown  up  opposite  to  Had 
Island,  at  a  place  called  Red  Bank  ;  and  the  c  hannel 
opposite  ti^these  fortifications  WA^ohstpuctfid  byiiea- 
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vy  pima  of  ibftber  ftming  ehevmsi    finse^  ti 

fore  said.  Besides  these  defences,  there  were  seve- 
,r&IgaULeS|  and  floating  batteries,  mounted  with  hea- 
vycamunt^ilresliipflandTafiB.  T(ie  fort  on  Mud  Island 
was  called  HdH  Miflin,  fai  honeibr  of  the  General^ 
and  that  at  Red  Bauk,  after  General  Mercer,  who 
had  been  mortally.  wouAcled  at  the  battle  of  Friaceton. 
,  Sir  WlUiam.fiow(e^  bdiigisfbnM^br  anmnt  eou- 
rier,  of  the  approaek  of -the  feet,  ieM  Colonel  Btir- 
lin^  with  two  regiments  to  drive  the  Americans  from 
their  lower  position  at  Billing8|^oi^^iij4ch  he  effected 
without  much  troiiblo^the  Ameftcfw4i^^ 
to  Bed  Bank  on  bis  approach^  after  piking  the  en-, 
non  and  firing  the  ban*acks.  This  enabled  one  of  the 
enemy's  ships  which  lay  off  Chester  to  move  up^  and 
afi^  great  labonr  and  difflctti^y^  lenove  so  nmch  of 
the  obstroetiotts  in  the  river  as  to  affotd  a  narrofr  pas- 
sage for  ships.  Comwallis  with  his  division  had  fol- 
lowed Sir  William  to,  Fhiladelphiaii^while  the  main 
body  still  lay  at  Germ^^wn^  whmr^  they  had  iaken 
post  on  the  day  Sir  William  enteried  Philadelphia. 
Washington  rightly  judging  that  Sir  William  would 
detach  a  considerable  part  of  his  force  against  the  two 
forts  Mifflin  and  Mercer^  coneeiyed  the  idea  of  advanc- 
ing from  Skippack  and  ilttaefcing  the  main  body  at 
Oermantown.  He  had  been  reinforced  by  2500  men, 
and  moving  Arom  his  position^  on  the  evening  of  the 
gd  October,  reached  Oermantown  early  on  the  momr 
ing  of  the  4th — The  enemy  weroencamped  about  th6 
centre  of  the  town,  with  their  left  wing  resting  upon  the 
Schuylkill,  covered  in  firont  by  the  Chasseurs :  The 
Queen^s  Anierican  rangers,  anda-battalion  of  Light 
Infantry  covered  the  right ;  and  the  40th  regiment  with 
another  battalion  of  infantry,  were  p5>sted  on  Chesnut 
VOL.  n.  10  .y  *  V 
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Hill,  a  short  distance  in  advance,  as  au  out^^uard.  The 
pian  of  attack  as  devised  by  Washington^  was  in  eve"^ 
ry  rested  calculated  to  ensure  bim  success;  but  tbe 
fortune  of  the  day  turned  upon  his  too  easily  yielding, 
as  in  many  other  cases,  to  the  judgment  of  others* 
Tbe  attack  commenced  about  sunrise,  on  tbe  adrance 
^ard  of  the  British,  which  were  soon  overpowered' 
and  coiupelUul  to  retreat.  Licutenaui  Colonel  Mus- 
grave,  in  order  to  avoid  tbe  bayonets  of  the  pursuers, 
ttirew  biinself  with  six  companies  of  the  40tii  regiment 
into  Chew's  stone  house ;  and  thtil'ifittitinirre,  more 
than  any  thing,  led  to  the  luifortuuatc  issue  of  the  ac- 
tion. Tbe  Americans  in  full  pursuit,  attracted  by  this 
inaniBune,  halted  before  tbe  bousiBf  and  a  consult^- 

'  tlon  ensued,  whether  they  shonld  continue  the  pursuit 
or  stop  and  reduce  this  new  fortress.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  all  the  youngest  officers,  among  whom  were  Ge- 
\  neral  Reed,  Colonel  Pickering,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Hamilton  and  Captain  Lee,  decided  in  favour  of  pass- 
itig  the  house  and  continning  the  pursuit;  but  General 
Knox,  and  others  whose  opinions  were  moredepend- 
,ed  dn^  were  in  favouirof  first  carrying  the  bonse,con- 
lendhig  that  it  was(:!dntrary  to  every  principle  of  mi- 
litary science,  to  leave  an  enemy's  fortress  in  the  rear. 

.  This  being  determined  upon,  before  tbe  attack  was 
made,  it  was  agreed  to  sammon  theganrison  to  sorreut- 
cier,  and  Captain  Smith  of  the  first  Virginia  regiment  ' 

^  was  sent  with  a  flag  for  that  purpose;  but  the  filing 

ptflroin  the  liouse  did  not  cease,  no  attention  was  paid- 
the  summons,  and  Captain  Smith  was  killed  as  he 

approached  with  a  flag  in  his  band.    While  Wash- 
ington, with  tbe  main  body  of  his  army,  halted  before 
;  ^Chew's  house,  almost  literally  doing  nothing,  tbe  co- 
lumn under  General  Greene  came  np  with,  tbe  right 
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wiug  of  tbc  encmy^  and  a  spirited  attack  was  made  by 
Colonel  Matthews^  in  which  he  completely  routed  the 
opposing  party,  killed  a  great  mimber,  and  made  110 
prisoners.  He  pursued  them  with  ardour,  but  the  at- 
mosphere was  80  extremely  dense  and  foggy,  that  ob- 
jects could  scarcely  be  distinguished  at  the  distance 
of  twenty  yards  ;  and  being  separated  from  his  brig- , 
ade  in  the  desire  of  following  up  his  advantage,  his 
whole  regiment  were  taken  prisoners.  In  the  mean  time 
the  Generals  Grey  and  Agpew,  with  the  3d  and  44h 
British  brigades,  moved  in  from  the  left  wing  of  the 
enemy,  and  joined  in  the  conflict  against  Greece  :  to 
these  were  soon  added  General  Grant,  with  the  49tli 
regiment,  while  two  other  regiments  began  an  attack 
on  the  American  left.  The  contest  was  hot  and  vis- 
orous  for  a  considerable  time,  when  at  length  the 
Americans  began  to  yield  on  every  side  :  and  at  the 
moment  of  their  turning  to  leave  the  town,  Cornwal- 
lis  came  up  with  a  squadron  of  horse,  and  the  route 
was  complete.  The  Americans  were  closely  follow- 
ed for  a  few  miles,  but  the  enemy  were  at  length  com- 
pelled to  abandon  the  pursuit  by  the  judicious  man- 
agement of  General  Stephens's  artillery,  which  form- 
ed the  rear  gnard  of  the  retreating  army.  The  loss 
was  very  considerable  on  both  sides — of  the  Ameri- 
cans 673  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  about  400 
taken  prisoners :  General  Nash,  of  North  Carolina, " 
was  among  the  number  of  killed — the  British  had  800 
killed  and  M^ounded,  and  among  the  former  were  Ge- 
neral Agnew,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bird.  The 
troops  of  the  Maryland  line  (which  belonged  to  Sul- 
livan's division,)  greatly  distinguished  them3elvjes  in 
this  battle ;  particularly  those  which  were  led  on  by 
General  Conway.  Tlie  defence  of  the  house  made  b^ 
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liieateoant  Golouel  Musgrave^  obtaiaed  for  him  the 
applause  of  his  oountiy^  and  a  eblnplimentaty.  letter 
ffom  hh  Sovereign.  ^  ' 

The  failure  of  the  Americans  in  this  severe  sting- 

.  '  gle  at  Gennantown^  has  been  attributed  to  various 
causes — ^tbe  dilatory  movenieiits  of  the  left  column  nn* 
d<^r  6ener^  Greene.;  the  foggy  state  of  the  atmosphere ; 
and  the  halt  of  the  main  body  before  Chew's  house. 
£ach  of  these  circumstances  no  doubt  hadsome  agen- 
cy in  Uie  disasters  of  the  day^  more  especially  the 
last;  but  it  must  be  recollected^  that  from  the  nature  - 
of  the  ground,  the  plan  of  attack  was  necessarily  so 
complicated^  that  it  was  hardly  possible  for  so  many 
|4||%^  i^  Generals  correctly  to  com* 

prehf^nd  i^— that  the  American  army  bad  for  several 
-months  prior  to  the  action  suffered  much  fatigue  and 
hardship ;  had  been  several  times  defeated ;  were  bad- 

'   'lyiurmed;  and  but  little  eimred  to  discipline.  Taking 
m\  these  considerations  into  view^  it  is  more  wonder- 

^    ful  that  they  should  have  sustained  an  action  of  near  ' 
three  hours^  than  that  they  should  in  the  end  have 
been  compeBejt  to  retreat;  and  thus  too  thought  Oon* 

gress,  for  notwithstanding  the  disastrous  issue  of  the 
^  battle^  they  voted  their  thanks  to  the  General  and  his 
armyy  and  gave  their  en&e  approbation  to  his  plan 
vQf  assault   Washington  after  tUs  aftir  return^  to 
his  position  on  Skippack  Creek ;  while  Sir  William 
Ho  we,  being  thus  made  to  feel  the  danger  of  dividing 
,  y  <bis  forces^  withdrew  his  troops  from  the  scene  of  se- 
J^^on,  and  posted  them  in  the  more  immediate  vidniliy 
of  Philadelphia. 

In  the  beginning  of  October^  Sir  Henry  Clinton^ 
having  received  a  reinforcement  of  SOOO  men  from 
,  EtUfope^  piooeeded  on  his  long  meditated  expeditiofli 
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Up  the  North  Bivifr,  i^ritti  a  view  litr  eieale  a  diverS&i 
in  favoor  of  General  Burgoyne ;  and  on  tlie44h  Iand«< 

ed  at  Tarrytown  with  a  force  of  4000  men.  His  ob- 
ject in  this  wag  to  deceive  General  Puinam  into  the 
'  belief  that  he  contemplated  an  attiM^vagainst  Peekg* 
'Ull,  and  thus  prevent  his  a^^otdill^^  a  seasonable  reiA- 
forcement  to  Fort  Montgomery,  the  real  object  of  his 
attack.  But  Governour  Clinton^  to  whom  futuam 
coMnanicated  the;  ariival  tiie  en^7i;^  imnetm 
his  design^  and  proroguing  i*epairedoh 
the  next  day  to  Fort  Montgomery ;  while  in  the  mean 
time  Sir  Henry  moved  his  troops  across  ihe.r^y«ir^  sxA^ 
on  the  6th  attacked  the  American  advance  at  a  ptacie' 
called  Doodletown,  about  two  iniles  distant.  These 
were  soon  compelled  to  give  way  and  retreat  to  the 
Forty  to  which  they  were  pursued  by  Sir  Henry. 
About  0  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  gan;^son  were 
summoned  to  surrender,  at  five  minutes  warning ;  but 
the  high  spirited  Governour  answered  the  summons  by 
double  manning  his  batteries^  and  Sir  Henry  ,  in  a  few 
minntea  made  a  desperate  assault  upon  Forts  JMont- 
gomery  and  Clinton  at  the  same  instant.  The  little 
body  of  Americans,  consisting  only  of  about  600  con- 
tinentals and  militia,  received  the  attack'with  ^»at 
courage,  and  resisted  the  most  vigoroQs  elforts  <^  the 
^ enemy  until  dark,  though  they  were  assailed  on  all 
^^des^  and  not  one  half  of  them  w  ere  armed  with  bay- 
.  onets.  .  They  literally  fought  their  way  out  of  the 
Fort,  and  fiivonred  by  the  night  escaped  to  the  moun* 
tains.  General  James  Clinton,  brother  of  the  Govern- 
oar,  was  wounded  in  the  assault.      '.  -  ( 

Being  thna  master  of.  these  fortresses^  Sir  Jtjm^^ 
was  enabled,  at  his  leisure,  to  remove  the  expensive 
obstructions  which  had  been  thrown  across  the.river;| 
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jiiul  tu  destroy  a  considerable  amount  of  property, 
both  publick  and  private,  and  open  himself  a  free 
passage  to  Albany.    But  contrary  to  all  expectation, 
and  to  the  complete  discomfiture  of  Durgoyne,  Sir 
Henry  did  not  attempt  to  proceed  thither.  Indepen- 
dent of  the  hope  which  Burgoyne  had  of  Sir  Hen- 
ry's immediate  cooperation  with  him,  he  believed 
that  the  menace  of  an  attack  upon  Fort  Alontgome- 
ry,  would  have  the  effect  of  drawing  away  apart  of 
the  force  under  General  Gates  at  Stillwater,  and  thus' 
enable  him  to  make  a  second  attack  to  srreater  advan- 
tage.    Circumstances,  however,  prevented  the  ne-.^ 
ceesity  of  separating  any  part  of  Gates's  force,  and 
brought  on  the  second  engagement  before  it  would  • 
have  been  possible  for  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  have 
moved  to  Burgoyne's  assistance,  if  ever  such  had  been 
his  intention.    Whatever  may  have  been  the  original 
design  of  Sir  Henry,  or  the  nature  of  his  instructions  ^ 
from  the  commander  in  chief,  it  seems  to  be  very  cer-, 
tain  that  Burgoyne  was  kept  in  the  dark  respecting 
them.    It  is  asserted  indeed  that  Sir  William  Howe,  i 
liimself,  knew  for  the  lirst  time,  after  his  arrival  in 
the  Chesapeake,  that  it  was  expected  of  him  to  af- ' 
ford  any  cooperation  to  the  army  from  C:;inada;  and 
'the  truth  is,  perhaps,  that  Lord  George  Germaine,'\ 
the  English  minister  for  American  affairs,  was  too 
ignorant  of  the  geograpliy  and  topography  of  the 
country  to  know  what  orders  to  give.    He  must  eith- 
er have  supposed  it  practicable  for  Sir  William  in  the  ? 
Chesapeake  to  have  watched  the  progress  of  Bur- 
goyne on  the  Hudson,  or  he  must  have  believed  that  \ 
the  north  and  south  woifld  both  fall  before  these  gene- 
rals without  a  struggle. 
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A  few  days  after  the  battle  of  the  19th  September. 
OB  Behnms's  Heights,  an  unfortunate  altercation 
took  place  betwten  Generals  GatM  and  Arnolds 

which  resulted  in  Arnold's  being  deprived  of 
command  in  that  army.  The  ostensible  cause  of  their 
quarrel  was  a    general  order''  issued  on  theS^ 
September,  in  tbe  fdlowinc;  words :    Colonel  Moi-  . 
gan's  corps  not  being  attached  to  any  bris;ade  or  di- 
vision of  the  armj^  he  is  to  make  returns  and  reports  . 
Ui  ftfiid  ^tilttots  only  ^/Vont  which  okmB  h»u  to  re- 
eellia;lMm.^   Arnold  who  had  blMh^^fii||^^ 
considering  the  whole  elite  of  the  army  as  belonging 
to  his  division,  and  particularly  fond  of  commanding  ^ 
Morgan's  corps,  regarded  this  order  as  a  dii^ect  ii|- 
'suit,  and  resented  it  urith  great  warmth.   A  oorres- 
pondence  ensued,  in  which  Arnold  demanded  permis- 
sion for  himself  and  his  two  aids  to  foss  to  Fhila- 
ilslpfcjftf— the  'pa88  was  lAameAately  given,  and  thuis  • 
Arnold's  imii^itlioiis  temper  effected  at  once,  what 
General  Gates  might  have  found  it  extremely  embar- 
rassing to  have  effected  at  all — ^his  exclusion  f rom  * 
etomand.   He  saw  the  advantages  which  General 
Gates  had  gained  over  him  too  late.    So  near  the  time 
of  an  expected  battle  with  the  enemy,  to  leave  the  ar- 
my would  be  to  endanger  the  reputation  which  lie 
had  earned  for  intrepid  valonr;  to  make  atonement 
by  confessing  bis  erroui  would  be  too  humiliiitiiig : 
and  in  this  unpleasant  and  awkward  situation  he 
continued  with  the  army  until  after  tbe  liattle  of 
Saratoga.   The  comniand  of  tbe  right  wing  of  tbe 
army  was  given  to  Major  General  Lincoln  ou  the  . 
25th.  .... 

The  battle  of  the  i9th^  though  it  resulted  in  noth- 
ing dedsive  dn  eiOier  side^ .  brought  wiHi  tt  inqiortaat  * 
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advania^io  theAmerioAii  amy;  It  new"  ?!^' 
goar  to  militia  preparation;  the  Indians  in  the  service 
of  the  enemy^  alarmed  at  the  new  adversaries  t^ej 
liad  met  with  in  Morgan'^  corps^  were.  eontumaU; 
deiailiiig ;  and  a  large  body  of  Oneida  warriors  offisr- 
ed  themselves  to  General  Gates — su  that  by  the  4th  of 

. '  October^   his  whole  force  was  near  11000  men^ 
out  of  which  something  more  than  7000  were  fit  for 

'  duty.  Burgoyne's  effectii^  forte  was  between  0  and 
.  .  600U.  The  I'ol lowing  letter  from  General  Gates  to 
the  commander  in  chiefs  in  reply  his  request  to 
have  Coknel  Mayan's  eorps  ratomed  to  him,  if  ii 
could  be  gparedy  besides  its  being  interesting  In  nth* 
er  respects,  will  explain  the  situation  of  tlie  two  ar- 

p  mies  at  this  period.  It  is  dated  Camp,  BehmusV 
.  HeightSi  October  5th,  1777' Since  the  .actiiin  of 
the  i9th  ultimo^  the  enemy  have  kept  the  ground  they 
occupied  the  morning  of  that  day,  and  fortified  their 
camp  ;  the  advanced  senU'ies  of  my  pickets  are  post- 
ed within  shot  of  and  opposite  to  the  enemy's ;  neith* 
er  side  having  given  ground  aninck  In  this  sitoa> 
tion,  your  Excellency  would  not  wish  me  to  part 
wjth  the  corps,  the  army  of  General  Burgoyne  aj:e 
lidil  a^  From  .the  last  intelligence  he  h^ 
not  more  ihan  three  weeJc^ 8  provision  in  store  ;  it  - 

>  will  take  him  at  least  eiglit  days  to  get  back  to  Ticon- 
derogai  so  that  in  a  fortnight  at  farthest,  he  musi^ 
decide,  whether  he  will  really  risk  at  infinite  disad-; 
vantage  to  force  my  camp  or  retreat  to  his  den :  in 
cither  case  I  must  have  the  fairest  prospect  to  be  able 
to  reinforce  your  Bxcellency  in  a  more  considerable 
manner  than  by  a  single  regiment.  I  am  sorry  to  report  - 
to  your  Excellency  the  distress  1  have  sullei  cd  for  want  . 

.  of  a  proper  supply  of  musket  citftri4ges^^m  Spring- 
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fields  or  the  materials  to  make  them.  The  iocloscd  from 
the  commissary  of  ordnance  stores  at  Albany,  wiU 
conyinGe  ycmr  Bxcellency  of  tlie  tmthof  this  asser- 
lion.   My  anxiety  also  on  aeconnl  of  provisions> 

.  has  been  inexpressible ;  a  i^reater  errour  has  not  been 
committed  this  war^  than  thechauging  the  Comniisr . 
nriat  in  the  middle  of  the  ceinpiugn.   ¥ou^  Bir^. 
most  have  your  grievances ;  I  therefore  will  not  awaken 
tbem  by  enlarging  upon  mine.-'    Thechanj:;c  in  the 
Commissariat  here  alluded  to,  produced  the  resigna- 

.  tion  of  Colonel  TramboU^  the  Con|||iM«}^  . 
about  the  middle  of  Aui^nst   He  oomplaSW^^^  , 
new  reguliitions  as  resulting  from  theiulrigues  of  the  '  *  . 

Yorkers  and  southern  bashaws**,  and  insinuates  in.  . 
atrongj  terms  that  the  President,  Mr.  Hancock^  was 
under  the  inflnenoe  q{  this  dissatisfied  junto.   It  is    ,  * 
plain  iVom  the  following  resolutions,  that  Congress 
had  made  some  important  changes  in  this  department^, 
before  they  had  properly  digissted  their  own  plan^-  .'^.v; . 

<<Resolvedy  that- Mr.  TrnmboU^  with  the  offlcers- 
under  him,  be  desired  to  continue  in  the  business  of 
supplying  the  army^  under  the  former  establialunentf^ 
until  the  Commissaries  General  of  purchases  aYid  i8« 
sues  shall  signify  their  readiness  to  proceed  therein 
nnder  the  new  regulations/' 

Resolved,  that  the  President  ioform  Genefal.'  • 
Washington^  that  Congress  never  intended^  by  any  - 
commission  hitherto  s^ntod  by  tbem^  or  &y  the  ettab-' 
lishment  of  any  depart  went  whatever,  to  supersede 
or  circumscribe  the  power  of  General .  Washington, 
as  the  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  coiitinental  land 
forces  within  the  United  States.'' 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  October,  tiie  alarm 
drum  was  be&t  by  the  advanced  guard  of  the  centre^ 
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And  io  t  ftw  nomnlli  the  InMfMi  wcie  under  HTM 

at  their  appointed  posb^  through  the  line.  Colonel 
Wilkinson  being  aent  to  inquire  the  cause  of  the 
elamiy  ami  to  reconiioitre^  reported  thai  a  foragiag 
party  of  .tbe  enemy ,  oonsiothig  of^eeveral  column^ 
liad  a<lv  anced  to  within  half  a  mile  of  uur  line  of  en- 
campment, and  seemed  to  offer  battle.  Upon  ibia 
information^  Cqlooel  Morg;ui'«  corpp  were  inunedi* 
alely  denpiUcbed  to  begin  Che  attack.  The  mode  wae 
left  entirely  to  tlie  discretion  of  Morgan,  who  pro- 
posed to  mske  a  circuitous  march  under  cover  of  the 
wood,  until  he  gained  the  heighil  on  the  enemy^e  rights 
and  there  wait  until  a  ilreehoold  be  qiened  upon  the 
left.  This  plan  was  adopted  by  the  General,  and 
General  Poor'»  brigi^de  of  New  Hampabire  and  New- 
York  troop«y  wereordered  toeommence  on  the  flank 
and  front  of  the  British  grenadiers.  As  soon  as  the 
firing  was  heard  from  this  quarter,  Morgan  began 
bis  attack  upon  the,  right  of  the  enemy,  and  pressed 
in  BQclosely  npon  them,  that  tl^  wen  sooncompeU- 
ed  to  retire  in  confosion.  They  were  led  on  by  the 
Earl  of  Balcarras,  an  oflRcer  of  great  bravery,  who 
soon  rallied  them,  and  drew  (hem  up  again,  within  a 
short  di8tani;e  of  tiieir  flrat  positlott.  Sf  this  thne^ 
however,  the  whole  British  line  were  attacked  in 
front  and  flanks,  with  so  much  vigour,  that  they  re- 
treated i  n  jsi;reat  disorder  to  their  camp. 
.  This  battle  lasted  not  qniti^  an  boor,  but  the  contest 
whilst  it  did  last waa  obstinate  and  bloody.  The  Bri* 
tish  grenadiers  under  Major  Ackland,  fought  with  a 
desperation  thatseemed  determined  to  yield  only  with 
life^  and  if  tfaie  resistance  of  the  test  of  Bnrgoyne'li 
troops  had  equalled  that  of  this  gallant  corps,  our 
victory,  if  gained  at  all,  muat  b^t  be«^  moat  dearlj 
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purchased.    They  were  opposed  by  Colonel  Cilley'* 
New  Hampshire  regiment,  of  whom  it  is  the  highest 
praise  to  say,  that  they  contended  witii,  and  prevailed 
against,  a  body  of  men,  every  individual  of  whom 
fought  with  the  arm  of  a  hero.   Major  Ackland,  who 
commanded  this  corps  was  shot  through  both  legs. 
The  British  lost  in  this  action  upwards  of  400  kill- 
ed, wounded,  and  prisoners,  among  whom  wereseve- 
ral  of  their  most  distinguished  oflicers.  Brigadier 
General  Frazer,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Breyman, 
who  commanded  the  Germans,  were  both  mortally 
wounded.  Major  Ackland,  Sir  Francis  Clark,  first  Aid 
de  Camp,  Major  Williams,  who  commanded  the  Ar- 
'  tillery,  and  the  Deputy  Quarter  Master  General,  Cap- 
tain Aloney,  were  among  the  prisoners.  Lieutenant 
ColoneUBrooks,  of  General  Learned's  brigade,  who 
commanded  Jackson's  regiment  on  this  day,  led  his 
men  into  action  with  great  spirit  against  the  German 
grenadiers,  who  were  posted  behind  a  rail  breast 
work — the  stockades  were  carried  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  and  the  Germans  forced  to  retreat.  They 
were  followed  to  their  encampment,  and  again  forced 
to  fly,  leaving  their  whole  equipage  to  fail  into  the 
hands  of  the  Americans.   The  Bruuswickers  showed 
great  cowardice  in  the  action,  having  fled  before  a  man 
of  them  was  killed  or  wounded. — Besides  their  killed, 
wounded  and  captured,  the  Britisli  lost  eight  brass 
field  pieces,  a  uumber  of  carts  and  tents,  and  a  consi- 
derable quantity  of  baggage.   Burgoyne  himself  nar- 
rowly escaped  death,  one  shot  having  passed  through 
his  hat,  and  another  through  his  waistcoat.    He  was 
on  the  field  during  the  whole  of  tiie  action,  directing 
every  movement ;  but  neither  gallantry  nor  skill  could 
effect  any  thing  against  such  a  superiority  of  force. 


M  AMEBICAK  RSTOLUTiON* 

Oeneml  Gfftles  remdiittd  in  camp  during  iHie  irKolv 

action,  thai  lie  niijj;ht  be  the  better  enabled  to  order 
aod  regulate  the  vaiious  movemeats;  as  circuiii8tauce9 
shoiild  tequiro. 

The  I0B8  of  the  Americans  did  not  exceed  eighty 
men,  killed  and  wounded.  General  Arnold  was  among 
^the  latter;  who,  though  he  had  not  been  reinstated  in 
bb  eemoiand  aiitoe  the  diepate  with  general  Oates^ 
before  mentioned^  rode  about  the  Beld  giving  orders 
in  every  direction,  sonu  times  in  direct  contradiction 
to  those  of  the  commander,  at  others  leading  a  pla- 
*  toon  in  person^  and  exposing  himaelf  to  the  hotteai 
Are  of  tKemeniy.  There  seems  to  be  little  doubt, 
from  the  conduct  of  Arnold  during  the  action,  that  he 
^^as  in  a  state  of  intoxication.  The  mortilyiog  aitu-. 
atbn  in  Which  he  fiHind  himself  at  itsconuQencement^ 
>withoot  command  or  authority,  sqffictently  accounts 
for  any*  extra V a i:;a nee  in  a  spirit  like  his.  At  one  time 
he  dashed  thron*;h  two  op|HK^ing  liueis,  exposiog him- 
self to  the  firci^f  both  sid^s^^but  miraculously  esci^d 
-nnhnrt :  at  another  time,  placing  liimself  at  the  head 
of  a  small  platoon  of  Morgan's  rillemen,  he  led  them 
around  into  the  rear  of  tlie  enemy,  at  the  moment  they 
turned  to  retreat,  under  the  (lottest  fire  of  the  Ameri- 
cans. In  (his  situation,  his  horse  was  killed  under  him^ 
and  his  \cs;  wa>  broken.  It  would  be  doing  injustice  to 
General  Aruold,  traitor  as  he  afterwards  proved,  to* 
deny  that  he  deserved  some  credit  on  this  day;  bat 
though  he  was  brave  almost  beyond  parallel,  he  was 
rajih,  impetuous  and  headstrong,  and  when  it  is  con- 
sidered, that  thet^e  faults  of  his  natural  temper  were 
aggravated  and  heightened  by  the  pecnliar  ciicnu- 
stances  of  his  situation,  it  wil>  not  perhaps  be  wrong 
to  iMiy,  that  he  cou^d  HQt  i^five  rendered  an^  very  est 
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iiential  services  to  the  American  imy;  in  this  mn^ 
portant  contest. 

On  ihenightof  the  battle^  General  Burgoyne  deem- 
ed it  prudent  to  change  his  poaition;  for  the  Amen- 
cans  had  followed  them  to  Within  half  a  mile  of  fhefar 
encampment^  and  continued  to  cannonade  them  with- 
out ceasing.  .  He  determined  therefore  to  abandon  his 
camp  and  mm  to  the  hi^  gronnds^  which  heeifect' 
ed  in  good  order  and  without  loss.  On  the  nlmiing 
of  the  8th  the  American  army  moved  forward  and  took 
possession  of.  his  abandoned  camp^  from  wliich  they 
' '  kept  np  a  random  <re  of  artillery  and  small  arms  dor* 
iog  the  whole  day.  Bnrgoyne's  troops  were  all  day 
under  arms  in  expectation  of  another  attack,  and  in- 
dicating by  their  movements  that  they  intended  a  still 
'  further  reteeat  In  the  occilsional  skirmishes  of  the 
day^  General  Lincoln  was  shot  in  the  leg  by  some  of 
the  enemy's  marksmen. — General  Frazer,  who  had 
been  mortally  wounded  in  the  action  of  the  day  be*  ' 
:  fore,  had  made  it  his  dying  request  of  General  Bur-  ^ 
goyne,  that  he  should  "  be  buried  at  6  oMock  in  the 
eveninc;,  on  the  top  of  a  mountuiii.  in  a  redoubt  which 
had  been  built  there.'^  At  6  o'clock,  therefore,  the 
corpse  was  carried  to  the  mountain,  attended  liy  all 
the  Generals.  The  Baroness  Reidesel,  who  was  a 
witness  to  this  mournful  scene,  thus  describes  it  in  her 
narrative,  as  it  has  i>een  translated  by  General  Wil* 
Jdnsoo,  who  was  himself  also  on  the  ground:  the 
Chaplain^  Mr.  Brudenel^  performed  the  funeral  ser- 
vice, rendered  unusually  solemn  and  awful^  from  its 
being  ,  accompanied  by  constant  peals  from  the  ene- 
pny's  artillery.  Many  cannim  balls  lew  close  by  me, 
but  I  had  my  eyes  directed  towiud*<  the  mountain, 
^  l¥h^r&  D^y  hi^shand  W&s  sUndiog amidst  the  iUeof  the 
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e&eniyv  mhI  iif  coiifM  I  emiM  «^  tUA  f#  iqr  Mi 

danger."  The  Baroness  adds,  that  «  G^eneral  Gates 
afterwards  aaid^  that  if  he  had  known  it  had  been  a 
lamnlf  ke  would  wt  hm  penutted  it  10  kelred 
wi.*'  This  is  undoubtedly  true ;  for  in  General  Gatea^ 
character  were  embraced  all  the  attributes  of  a  soldier^ 
in  the  most  liberal  eenee  of  tlie  term.  If  General 
;  Boi^ojne  kii  cmiiamioaledhie  desve  to  do  hoaooi 
to  the  deceased  by  a  military  burial^  the  party  engag- 
ed in  the  service  would  have  been  freed  from  all  risk 
by  the  cessation  ef  the  eniiwwwJ»  ■  B  was  proiiably 
tUo  dicif  mstance  wbioh  pmisM  General  Bnrgoyne' 
from  retreating  so  soon  as  he  would  otherwise  have 
done;  as  the  moment  the  ceremonies  of  interment 
..D^ere  c<rtnpleto%ltewkole«nngraovedoffoiitkeiood 
y  lo  BitteidEill, leavfaigbehiad  aU  their sidt and  woond- 
ed,  to  the  number  of  300.  v  ^ 

A  singular  oversight  in  the  American  officers  had 
left  their  men  wilhont  pvOTiskms  doring  ihewlM^of 
tiie  dth>  and  prerented  thepossihilily  of  an  innedlaie 
pursuit.  On  the  4th,  three  days  provisions  had  been 
issued  to  the  men,  and  ordered  to  be  cooked;  and  the 
aiatfas^[i!|l!,l|f  th«  succeeding  events  had  takoa 

i^N^  men  all  remeninniee  of 

the  fact,  nor  until  exhausted  by  fatigue  and  hunger  ou 
the  evening  of  the  dth,  did  they  recollect  that  their 
three  days  aUowance  was  consnmed.  The  Mi>  there- 
Hore^  was  employed  in  preparing  provisions^  and  am- 
munition^ and  equipping  for  the  pursuit.  In  the  course 
oC  the  day  a  flag  arrived  from  the  retreating  anny^ 
tmvbg  tihis^.  fe)l(»  letter  from  General  Borgoyne 
v  i»^^e-  -.ilfiisiihjati  commander,  which  wa;s  prohiiiiSr 
written  before  he  took  up  his  encampment,  butdelay- 
,od  to  be  sent  for  obvious  reas«as^  until  be  was  on  the  - 
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mwh.  ^Sfau-The  flMenT  Bjr  hmfikiX  iiiaW  it 

more  advisable  to  leave  the  wonndcd  and  sickofficem 
Wlion  you  will  find  in  ay  lito^campy  Uiaii  to  transport 
fteoi  iriih  the  Amy..  I  roooiiimeiMl<tliom  to  the  pi^ 
tection  which  I  feel  I  sliould  show  to  an  enemy  in  Uio 
same  case/^  This  was  addressed  to  ^^M.  G^nl^ 
Gatei^^'  tbottgli  in  Us  oiBcial  do^patches  to  En^aadf 
Geaetal  Bargoyae  liad  alwAya  MMed  to  eall  oov 
Generals  by  the  simple  title  of  Mister.  This  letter^ 
though  it  showed  General  Burgoyne  not  inattentivo , 

mmnded  imaoners  the  siM  kuMme  iltoi^^ 

General  Gates.  About  10  o'clock  at  night  of  the  same*" 
day^  anfatther  flag  approached  the  advance  guard  on 
thMAror  under  Mt^at  Ijleaihom.  B  wma  bene      :  ^ 
tbe  Iftiy  of  Major  Addend^  ^ho  bed  aiuuoasly  eeli* 
cited  to  be  placed  under  the  protection  of  General 
Gates,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  her  wounded 
kueband.   She  was  aleo  the  bearer  of  a  letter  Am  ' 
General  Bnrgoyne^  of  which  the  fottowing  is  a  copy^ 
from  the  fac  simile^  preserved  by  General  Wilkinson 
in  bis  interesting  memoirs. — Lady  Harriot  Ackland^ 
a  lady  of  tiie  first  distinctioo  by  family  ravkf  and  by 
persenal  virtues,  is  ifndar  sndl  oonpem  on  aooeniit  it 
Major  Ackland  her  husband,  wounded  and  a  prison- 
er in  your  handS|  that  I  cannot  refuse  her  request  to  > 
odmut  lier  to  yottr  protofBtaoo,— .Wliateirer  gjlBeral  im- 
propriety there  may  be  in  persons  acting  in  your  sibia^ 
tion  and  mine  to  solicit  favours,  I  cannot  see  the  un- 
common perseverance  in  every  female  grace^  and  ex- 
altation of  chanuisr  of  tUaJLaidyy  and  her  voigr  hard  . 
loetaDey  wilhoBt  tatf  fying  that  your  altentiens  to  h«r 
will  lay  me  under  obligation."  Some  of  the  English 
hiatoriaos^aiidGen/Qcal  BoiigsyBe  U 
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eented  the  rccc|)tH)n  and  treatment  of  this  lady  by  the 
guard,  as  diHgraceful  to  the  character  of  soldiers,  and 
ker  detentioii  a  whole  night  from  her  husband  as.  an 
vmiecessary  onieltyy  of  which  none  bot  Amerieane 
could  he  guilty.  We  refer  to  the  memoirs  spo- 
ked of|  to  wipe  off  this  slanderous  imputation,  and 
place  the  incident  in  its  proper  light  Mi^joi:  l%earr 
bom^  who  ciMnmanded  the  goard,  himself  fnmishei 
the  account,  and  his  veracity  is  hey  on  d  dispute.  It  was 
by  orders  from  head  quarters,  that  Major  Dearbo^ 
detained  the  flag-  nntil  the  mornings  and  these  orders 
Were  given  becaase  the  night  wass^iceedingly  dark, 
and  the  quality  of  the  bearer  unknown.  His  guard 
.  opcupied  a  cahin,  in  which  there  was  a  hack  apartment 
/a|f|^««priate|^^^  aooQiaBHidation ;  the  par^  on 

board  the  lyoiifc  attracted  the  attention  of  the  oentinel, 
and  he  had  not  hailed  ten  minutes,  before  she  struck 
the  shore;  the  lady  was  inimediately  conveyed  into 
the  kpartment  of  the  Miyori  which  had^been  deared 
for  her  reception ;  her  attendants  fbllowed  with  her 
bedding  and  necessaries,  a  fire  was  made,  and  her 
mind  was  relieved  from  the  borrours  which  oppressed 
it|  by  the  assnranceof  hrnr  hndbi^d's  safi^^;  shetook 
tea,  and  was  accommodaied  as^omfortabfy  as  tircnrm^ 
stances  would  permit;  and  the  next  morning  when  I 
visited  the  guard  before  sunrise,  her  boat  bad  puto£^  ^ 
and  was  llosiing^wn  the  stream  to  onr  camp^  where 
Generat  Gates,  whose  gallantry  will  not  be  denied, 
stood  ready  to  receive  her  with  all  the  tenderness  and 
'jrespect  to  which  lier  rank  and  condition  gave  her  a 
"  titAm  i  indeed,  the  femiidne  fignre,  the  benign  aspect^ 
and  polished  manners  of  this  charming  woman,  were 
alone  sufficient  to  attract  the  sympathy  of  the  most 
/obdurate.  Bnt  if  anollm  .  motive  ooid4  have  . been 
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Kvautihg  to  inspire  respect,  it  was  furnished  by  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  Lady  Harriot,  then  in  that 
most  delicate  situation,  which  cannot  fail  to  interest 
the  solicitudes  of  every  being  possessing  the  form  and  * 
feelings  of  a  man :  it  was  therefore  the  foulest  injustice  '  .  * '  • 
to1)rand  an  American  officer  with  a  failure  of  courtesy 
where  it  wa«  so  highly  merited.  Major  Ackland  had 
set  out  for  Albany,  where  he  was  joined  by  his  lady.'*'* 

Previous  to  the  action  of  the  7th,  General  Gates,     .  . 
anticipating  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  had  ordered  Bri-  • 
gadier  General  Fellows,  with  1300  men,  to  cross  the  . 
river,  and  take  post  on  the  heights  opposite  the  Sara- 
toga ford,  supposing  that  he  might  be  able  to  reinforce  '  .  . ' 
him  before  Burgoyne  could  reach  the  place.   But  the  . 
retreat  of  the  British  army  being  earlier  tlian  he  ex- 
pected, and  the  circumstances  before  related  prevent- 
ing him  from  pursuing  immediately  with  the  main    .  ' 
army,  or  sending  off  any  considerable  detachment, 
General  Fellows  was  placed  in  a  critical  situation, 
and  nothins:  saved  his  detachment  from  destruction  or 
capture,  but  the  very  slow  movements  of  Burgoyne, 
occasioned  by  a  heavy  rain  during  the  night  of  the 
8th,  and  the  badness  of  the  roads,  which  compelled 
him  to  halt  at  Davocote,  so  that  he  did  not  reach  Sa-  • .  •  . 
ratoga  until  the  morning  of  the  9th.  By  this  time  Ge- 
neral Fellows  liad  received  orders  to  recross  the  ri- 
Ter  and  endeavour  to  oppose  their  passage,  which  he  •  "  > 
did  just  as  the  front  of  the  British  army  entered  Sara-  *  . 
toga,  and  in  time  to  post  himself  advantageously  on 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  river.    On  the  evening  be-  * 
fore,  his  camp  was  so  entirely  unguarded,  that  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Southerland,  who  had  been  sent  for-  ; 
. .  .    ward  by  Burgoyne  to  reconnoitre,  marched  around  it  ^ 
'^without  meeting  with  a  centinel,  and  wa«  so  strongly 
VOL.  n.  18 
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impressed  with  tlie  couviclion  that  he  could  surprise 
him,  that  iie  solicited  permissioQ  to  attack  him  with 
his  ringle  regiment  ;  and  it  was  perhaps  fbrtaoate  for 
General  Fellows  that  Bnrgoyne  reftised. 

In  the  mean  time  several  other  bodies  of  militia  were 
posted,  to  intercept  the  retreat  of  Burgoyne,  iu  vari- 
ous directions^  and  one  detachment  was  ordered  to 
march  immediately  to  Fori  Edward,  and  take  posses- 
sion before  any  part  of  Burgoync's  troops  could  reach 
it   A  rain  on  the  10th  prevented  General  Gates 
from  marching  until  the  aftemoon.   When  the  front 
of  the  army  reached  Saratoga,  about  4  oxlock,  the 
British  were  encamped  on  the  heights  beyond  the 
FishkiU:  their  boats  lay  at  the  month  of  the  creek^ 
and  a  Cstlgoe  party  wereal  work  in  removing  the  bag- 
gage from  the  creek  to  (he  lieights.    General  Fellows 
with  his  corps  were  on  the  opppsite  bank  of  the  river,  ' 
•with  a  couple  of  amkll  field  pieces  •  on  the  plain,- 
playing  upon  the  enemy's  fetigue  party.:  General  ' 
Gates  on  his  arrival,  posted  the  army  in  several 
lines  on  the  heights^  about  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  the 
Fis^killy  with  Colonel  Morgan's  corps  in  front  Un- 
der the  Idea  Aat  4he  «nemy  would  retreat  in  tlie  * 
night,  General  Gates  gave  orders  that  the  army  . 
should  advance  at  reveillee  in  the  morning  of  the  ilth. 
A  Wldjl  detachment  had  been  sent  off  by  Burgoynei 
(0  possess  themselves  of  Fort  Edward,  but  finding 
it  occupied  by  the  Americans  had  returned  to  camp  : 
the  movement  of  this  detachment  had  given  rise  to  ' 
IhiiinfiairnHition  which  d^4seived€^neralOates9  that  the  * 
Whole  British  army  had  moved  off,  leaving  a  small 
guard  only  in  the  camp  to  take  care  of  the  baggage 
end  stores.    Upon  this  intelligence  it  was  determiu- 
e4  0  utta«k  the  oamp  oarlgr  in  the.  morning  and 

•  i 
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hng/kdier  Generals  Nixon  and  Glover  were  ordered 
l»  ero$9  die  cieek  ivkfa  their  brictdM  for  tUs.  pur^ 

Colonel  Morgan  advancing  with  his  corps  at  day- 
light agreeably  to  orders,  fell  ia  with  the  enemy'tf 
^l^etbjr  wbmiilM)  WR»ftwd,itpoiiy  andlofiiallBiiteii*' 
«ai  fta4  mSiytfti  pittatet.   TUs  Miiced  Um  to  rap^ 
pose  that  tlie  enemy  had  not  moved  as  was  supposed, 
in  which  ca<^e  his  situation  would  be  extremely  critic 
cd^  w  the  fog  wiM  00  thick  that  iiotldng<eiNiM  beteeti' / 
'  Altlie  dlttaace  of  twenty  yards ;  a  winding  creak  WM 
in  his  rear,  and  he  was  unacquainted  with  the  s 
grounds.    In  this  dilemma  he  was  met  by  the  Depu- 
if  Adjotattt  General^  Colonel  Wilkinson,  who  had 
beeirrant  oat  by  the  Omeral  for  the  purpose  df  tocoH- 
noitering.    Wilkinson  returned  immediately  to  com- 
municate this  intelligence  to  the  General,  and  Patter* . 
son'aand  Learned^  brigades,  both  nnder^the  eon- 
nand  of  the  latter,  were  sent  to  the  support  of  . 
Morgan.     In  the  mean  time  the  whole  army  had 
advanced  as  far  as  the  ridge  between  the  church  and 
Ctoaeral  Schnjler's  honse  wkefe  Che}  halted*  floae- 
rals'NIxoh  and  Glover  were  in  advance,  nMidilng 
according  to  orders,  to  the  attack  of  the  camp.  Nix- 
on had  already  crossed  the  creek,  and  Glover  was 
prcparing^  to  fellow  him,  when  a  deserter  from  tha' 
enemy  was  observed    fording  the    creek,    from     ,  ,  ' 
whom   information  was   received  that  Burgoyne 
with  Ids  whole  army  was  stiU  in  his  camp*.  Thin  ' 
waa  eonlrmed  by  flio  captnre  of  a*  vsconneHer^  - 
ing  party  of  a  subaltern  and  B5  men,  by  the  advance 
guard  of  50  under  Captain  Goo<lale  of  Putnam^s  re* 
giment,  who  disoovered  tliem  throogh  the  fog  just  ao 
ho  foamed  the  bank    theereek,  and  makSng  arsao- 
lute  charge  upon  them  took  them  without  firing  a  gan« 

*  -  ,         .  "*  ' 
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The  Geaml  was  ai  tlito  liiae  li  mile  in  tte  Mfeav  ttA 

before  this  intelligence  could  be  communicated  to  him, 
'    and  orders  received  for  tlie  two  brigades  to  desint 
and  recrosfl  the  rim^  the  fog  cleared  Qp»  and  exposed, 
io  view  the  whole  British  army  onder  arms.    A  liea- 
vy  fire  of  artillery  and  small  arms  was  immediate- 
opened  upon  Nixon's  brigade^  which  wasiuadl;- 
vancey  '  and  they  retreated  in  oonaiderahle  disorder 
across  the  ereek,  with  m  ttiiing  loss,  and  roromed 
^  their  position.  \  . 

General  Learned  had  in  the  mean  tine  reached 
Morgan^s  corps  vrith  his  two  brigades,  and  was  ad* 
vaucing  rapidly  to  the  attack*  in  obedience  to  a  stand- 
ing order  which  had  been  issued  the  day  before^ 
*f  That  in  case  of  an  attack  against  any  pointy  wheth- 
er front*  flank  or  rear,  the  troops  are  to  fallon 
emy  at  all  quartets.'^   He  had  arrived  within  200 
yards  of  Burgoyne's  strongest  post,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  more  wooldhave  been  engaged  nnder  great 
disadvantages,  ^en  Colonel  Wilkinson  reached 
him  with  intelligence  that  our  right  had  given  way, 
and  that  it  would  be  prudent  for  him  to  retreat  Be- 
viig':  ^ithimt  authority  from  the  Greneral  to  order  it, 
Ifi'^tnmpldOehefal  hesitated  to  obey,  in  oppo^* 
sition  to  the  standing  order,  until  Lieutenant  Colonels 
Brooks  and  Tupper  and  some  other  oflBcers  coming 
^np,  a  sort  of  council  was  held,  and  the  proposition . 
16  retreat  was  approved.   The  moment  they  tnmed 
'    their  backs,  the  enemy  who  had  been  calmly  expect- 
^ .  ing  their  advance,  opened  a  fire  upon  them  which  was 
continued  nntil  they  were  masked  by  the  wood* 
,  if  They  retreii£ted  about  half  a  mile,  widi  Morgan  on  ' 
their  left,  and  encamped  in  a  strong  position,  which 
they  held  u||i^jL>he  sunc^er  of  tfie  British  army. 
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Large  quantities  of  baggage^  phNMin^  flmnani. 
iion^  and  other  articles  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
.  tluB  AmericaniBy  since  the  action  of  the  7tl^  which  had 
exdied,  and  |Murticiilafly  in  the  militift^  sncli  eager^ 
Bess  for  plunder^  that  the  General  liras  constrained  on 
the  l^th  to  issue  the  following  general  order.    ^<  The 
General  sees  somanj  .scandalous  and  mean  ttansac- 
tioBS  eoiunftied  by  persons  who  seek  more  .after  plnli- ' 
der  than  the  honour  of  doing  their  duty  in  a  becomiug 
and  soldier-like  manoeri  that  he  is  obliged  to  declare 
his  unalterable  resolm^^y  to  bave  the  first  fersqn  who 
shall  hereafter  be  detected  pillaging  tko^baggagie  and 
stores  taken  from  the  enemy,  tried  and  punished  with 
the  utmost  severity  of  the  military  law.    Officers  who 
know  their  duty  and  have  virtue  to  practise  it,  will 
not  be  seoking  plunder^  when  they  on^  lo  be  doing 
their  best  service  in  the  field ;  it  is  only  the  worthless 
and  the  pilfering  that  are  so  truly  infamous,    for  the 
future  all  pliUK^  taken  from  the  enemy  is  to  be  ^do-' 
.  llrared  to  lim^aiiiCMIoiiol  Hay,  Deputy  Quarter 
Master  General,  who  is  to  give  a  receipt  for  the  same, 
and  after  three  days  publick  notice  in  general  orders,^ 
it  shaU  be  sold  by  Miction  in  the  most  central  place 
in  the  rear  of  thenrmy;  and  tlia  money  fiir  which  the 
plunder  is  sold,  shall  be  properly  and  fairly  di^  ided,  to 
such  persons  as^  in  the  impartial  judgpient  of  the 
Gene^ly  liaTe  aright  to  mdve  a  shim :  when  there 
ii  a  sun  s<illlcieBl  to  divide  among  the  non-cimbBis- 
sioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  whole  aormy^  thejr 
may  be  assured  of  such  having  their  just  quota." 

The  Irikfwkig  letter  from  MiycttJGeiifa^  to 
the  Britub  eDOMnaad«r  onthe  ISth/fnrnishesaiiin-  ^^ 
terestlog  example  of  that  combination  of  courtesy 
and  candour,  which  marked  the  character  of  tios  Am^. . 
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ricaneUet.  WUle  be  pays  due  tenpiedt  lafhei^* 
actions  of  polite  socipty,  be  does  not  hesitate  to  tell 
the  most  disagreeable  truths  to  liU  corres|>oDdeat^ 
— *^  8iry  I  had  the  hdnoar  to  feceive  jronr  JBxceUen-^ 
cy's  letter  by  Lady  Ackland.' '  The  respect  due  toT 
her  Ladyship's  rank,  the  teuderness  due  to  her  per- 
son and  sex^  were  alone  eufficieiit  recommendatioiaa^ 
eiititle  hek  la  my  protoctioB;  aadmiadeiiiig  iDj 
^^ifMiMg  eondncty  with  respect  ti^  thbaa  of  your  ar« 
my,  whom  the  fortune  of  war  has  placed  in  my  hands^ 
lam  surprised  your  £xcellency  should  think^  tha|^ 
Icoold  consider  the  greateet  atteiilioit^ta  l4ady  i||cli« 
land  IB  the  light  of  an  obUgatton.        '^i^ ^ 

The  cruelties  irhich  mark  the  retreat  uf  yourar' 
mf/f  in  burning  the  gentlemen's  and  larmers's  houses 
as  it  {MMsed  abng^  is  aiiiiasf^  -  oiiKm^  eivUimed 
IbtM^  without  precedent;  they  should  not  endea- 
your  to  ruin  those  whom  they  could  not  conquer  s 
tfaeur  conduct  betrays  more  of  the  vindictive.  mffMce  of 
ft  mosK  than  the  geneirorify  of  a.  soWer.^ 

^'Tour  friend  8ir  Francis  Clark,  by  the  informa- 
tion of  Dr.  Potts>  the  Director-General  of  my  hosj^- 

lai^pu»h0auaderav^  eve<>. 
ry  sort  of  teDdttrnsss  and  aiMentfoD  is  paid  lo  Mm^  a# 
well  as  to  all  the  wounded,  who  have  fallen  into  my 
hands,  and  the  hospital  which  yoa  w^i^^  necessitated 
to  leavetomy  mercgr;-  ' V  ;  '  , 

-  ^    At  flie  solicitation  of  Utajor  Willianifi^  I  arn^ 
prevailed  upon  to  oft'er  him  and  Major  Milbom  in 
nurhi^r  for  Colonel  Ethan  Allen.   ¥onr  object 
^tion  io  ii^  last  proposals  far  the  exchange  of  €olo- 

Ethan  Allen,  I  most  conridelr  as  trifling,  as  I 
cannot  but  suppose  that  t)ie  Generals  of  ti&^  I'oy^al  ar^ 
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niite  ad  m  e^juA  cimcert  with  thoB§  of  tbe/amiiea  of 
tb6  United  States.  - 

'*The  beai*er  delivers  a  number  of  letters  from 
the  officers  of  your  army^  Jahen  pnisoners  in.  the  ac- 
tion of  the  7th  itistiint^'      ^  • 
;  To  this  letter  GeRermY  Bargoyne  replied  by  a  short 
note,  saying  that  an  excuse  should  be  sent  as  soon  as 
possible ;  and  on  the  following  day,  a  message  was 
nqeivedy  desiring  to  know  at  what  time  General  r . 
Cteiei  wonld  receive  a  fleld  oAcer  whom  General 
Burgoyne  was  desirous  of  sending.    Major  General 
Gates  som^bal  inconsiderately  i^eed  to  receive  the 
field  oflicer  .  at  his  head  qoartersi  at  10  o'clock  on 
the  i4th ;  bat  reflecting  on  the  impropriety  of  admit- 
ting his  adversary  to  so  close  an  inspection  of  Lis  ar-      .  ' 
mj,  he  sent  Colonel  Wilkinson  to  meet  him  at  the 
advanced  post^  an^  receive  his  message.  Major 
^  Kingston,  liowever,  the messeui^cr of  Burgoync,  refus- 
ed to  make  known  the  purport  of  bis  message^  and 
inabted  on  the  promise  of  General  Gates  to  receive, 
•him  at  head  quarters :  he  was  therefore  blindfolded 
and  conducted  tliilher.    General  Gates  recognized  an  ^ 
old  acquaiutaoce  in  Major  Kingston,  and  received, 
him  with  cordiality.   He  had  committe.d  liis  measage 
to  writing,  an^  read  it  to  General  Gkttes  as  follows : ' 

^^The  General  from  a  great  deal  of  business  did 
not  yesterday  answer  youi; letter  about  the  officers^  but 

hk  regard  io  the  reproaches  made  upon  this  army  ^ . 

of  burning  the  country,  they  are  unjust;  General 
Schuyler's  bouse  and  ndjacent  buildings  remained 
protected  till  General  Gates's  thiops  approached  the  . 
'  ford ;  General  Burgoyne  avows  tbe  order  for  setting 
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tie  at  ikqt  Hme  ibeiretj  thing  that  covered  the  move- . 

ment. — 

<^The  barracks  parkacoliirly,  took  fire  hy  mere 
aecUfnU,  Md  measures  were  taken,  though  ineffec* 
taal,  to  save  them.  If  there  has  been  any  vindictive  . 
spirit  in  burning  other  buiUUiiii;^  on  the  march,  it  has 
probably  been  employed  by  some  sepret  well  wish- 
era  to  the  American  caose^  as  General  Burgoyn^  * 
has  been  informed,  some  of  the  buildings  belon§;ed 
to  supposed  friends  of  the  King.  The  General 
does  not  think  that  General  Gates  has  a  rights  from  • 
any  thing  that  has  appeared  in.  his  conduct  or  reason- 
ing, to  mahe  use  of  the  term  irifiing  ;  and  he  still 
persists,  that  he  cannot  interfere  with  the  prisoners 
in  General  llowe's  army,  and  more  especially  in  a 
<Me  that  has  been  under  negotiation  between  Gene* 
ral  Howe  and  General  WashingtoUi'^—So  much  in 
reply  to  General  Gates's  letter  of  the  12th,  Major 

*  •  .Kingston thus  continued: 

I  am  directed  to  represent  to  you  from  General 

.  Burgoyne,  that  after  having  fought  you  twice,  he  has 
Waited  some  days  in  his  present  position  determined 
to  try  a  third  conflict,  ag^nst  any  force  you  could 
bring  to  attack  him.r— 

He  is  apprised  of  the  superiority  of  your  num- 
bm,  and  the  disposition  of  your  troops  to  impede  ' 
his  supplies,  and  render  bis  retreat  a  scene  of  car-' 
nage  on  both,  sldes^  In  this  situation  he  is  impelled 
by  humanity,  and  thinks  himself  justified  by  estab- 
lished precedents,  of  state  and  war,  to  spare  the  lives 
of  brave  jnen  upon  honourable  terms ;  should  M^or  . 
^  0etieral  Gates  be  inclined  to  treat  upon  that  idea,  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne  would  propose  a  cessation  of  arms, 
during  the  time  necessary,  to  communicate  theprelimi- 
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nary  terms,  by  which  in  «iiy  extrettl^  he  wd  the 

ai'inv  mean  to  abide.'' 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  aad  shows  the  jadicious 
foresight  of  Oenofal  G^ates^  that '  he  had  already 
prepared  a  schedule  of  the  terms  upon  which  he  was 
willing  to  treat  with  General  Burgoyne.  It  shows 
that  he  was  well  acqaaiated  with  the  state  of  the 
British  army,  their  distress  forthe  want  of  supplies, 
the  impossibility  of  their  being  able  to  escape  the 
toils  with  which  he  had  sarronnded  them,  and  the 
neoessitgF  which  would  orgs  Burgoyne  to  pxopo^  . 
terms  of  snrrender.  The  following^  were.  Qeoeral 
Gates's  propositions.  •  - 

,  1st.  General  Burgoyne's  army  being  exceedingly 
reduced  by  repeated  4efeats,^  by  desertion,  siokilesft^ 
ftc.  their  provisions  exhausted, .  their  military  sUmb^ 
tents  and  baggage,  taken  or  destroyed  ;  their  retreat 
cut  oWj  and  their  camp  invested,  they  can  only  be  al-* 
lowed  to  surrender  prisoners  of  war. 

'<M.  The  olBcers  and  soldiers  may  keep  the 
baggage  belonging  to  thera.  The  Generals  of  the 
United  Statee  never  fermit  individiiaU  tobe  .fUlag'' 
ei.  '  -  '  ^  *     /    ♦  ' 

^  8d.  The  troops  under  Us  Excellency  General . 
Burgoyne,  will  he  conducted  by  the  most  convenietit 
route  to  New  England,  marching  by  easy  marches^  : 
and  suffldently  provided  for  by  the  way. . 
\  ^4th.  The  offitore  will  be  admitted  on  parole^  may 
wear  their  side  arms,  and  will  be  treated  witii  tiie    «  ^ 
Uberality  customary  in  Europe,  eo  long  as  they  by  ^ 
proper  behaviour  continue  to  deserve  Uj  but  those  / 
who  arb  apprehended  having  broken  their  parole, 
fas  some  British  officers  hace  dom^J  mubi  expect  to 
be  close  confined.  -  ^ 

TOL.  II.  .  18   ^  .    :  ; 
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munitioiiy  carriageg,  horses^  ftc.  niiitt  be  dc^Uvei;^ 
to  commissioners  appointed  to  receive  tliem. 

Tbese  terms  being  agreed  to  and  i^igaed, 
the  troops  utider  hb  ExceUency  General  Sor0^^' 
command;  may  be  drawn  np  in  their  enc&mpmenty 
wjien  they  will  be  ordered  to  ground  their  arms^  and 
iPMy  tbeceof on  be  Mrohed  to  the  jrifer  eide^  to  be 
passiBd  over  in  tbeir  way  towarde  Bennington. 

"  7tli.  A  cessation  of  arms  to  continue  till  sunset, 
to  receive  General  Jtfurgoyue^s  answer*'' 

JAigmr  Kinseimii  opon  reading  these  propoeitftoas, 
ai  once  dBclarM  that  they  oonld  not  be  submitted  toy 
and  Was  extremely  averse  to  be  the  bearer  of  them  to 
General  Burgoyne^  but  General  Gates  inaiatedf  and 
llwniBating  as  waa  the  .oOoe,  the  Migor  wasScosB^^Ued 
^•tefce  them  to  the  GeneraL  On  the  evening  of  the 
same  day,  he  returned  with  Burgoyne's  answer  to 
the  propositions  of  Gates,  end  the  -  preUnwary  frti- 

the  1st  proposition  Bnrgoyno  replied :  Lioii^ 

tenant  General  Burgoyne's  army  however  reduced, 
will  m^v^  Admit  that  their  retreat  is  cutoff,  while. 
,^  ilM^^  ML  ^This  article 

11  answerod  by  General  Bnrgoyne^s  Crst  proposal^' 
which  is  hereunto  annexed."  4th.  "  There  being  no 
officer  in  this  army  under,  or  capable  of  being  under, 
the^deflcr^tiQnof  breaiwgparoJe»thia  article  needs  no 
answer.^  5th.  All  publicly  stores  may  be  defivered 
arms  excepted  J'  6  th.  This  article  inadmissible  in  anf 
extremity ;  aofnkBT  than  this  army  wUl  coassa^  to 
||iip|aa4  ^f^Mr-  arms  in  tkeir  entiampm^ntf  ihe§ 
Msk  On  ike  enemy  determined  to  take  no  qaarter,^^ 
The  following  message  accompanied  these  answers: 
If  General  Gates  does  not  mean  to  recede  from  the 
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1st.  and  6tli.  articleg  of  his  proptMUls,  flieiMtty  to 
ead^  aod  hostilities  immediately  to  commence.'^ 
Hating  thilt  answered  Miyor  0«|iefal  Gates's  pto^' 
ponhy  GenevAl  Bm^oyne  aAfetf  -ini  his  pkri  the^ 

preliminary  articles  which  follow  aUof  whichf  with 
a  slight  modification  of  the  1st  aiid  dth.  were  agreed 

'  '^iwL  llPhe  tivops to  maidi  ontof  iiidr  eiuDip  with.' 

the  honours  of  war,  and  the  artilleiy  of  the  intrench- 
nients^  which  will  he  left  as  hereafter  may  he  jregola- 
ted* 

^Mk' A4i«e  pateii^tolie  panted  lotlifarMiiy,  to 

Great  Britain  upon  condition  of  not  serving  again  in 

« 

North  America  during  the  present  contest^  and  a- 
proper  postto  he  assigned  for  the  entiy  oTtran^Ortr^ 
id  re^etve  the  troops^  whloidm^Geneval  Howe  shJAl* 

so  ordefr. 

^<  3d.  Should  any  cartel  take  place  by  which  this 
amy  or  any  part  of  it  may  be.  ^xchaagi&dt  4he«£(ive- 
gtbstg  artidle'tobeToidasteaam^'opidi^^ 
be  made. 

4th.  All  officers  to  retain  their  carriages,  batt 
horses  and  oilier  cattle,  and  no  baggage  to  be  molest-^ 
ed  Of  seaiched,  the iieateuaiit fieheial  gMog  Us' 
honoor,  tiiat  there  *afe  no  poUidk  stores  sedwted. 
therein.  Major  General  Gates  will  of  course  take  the 
ramsary  measures  for  the  secoritymf  tbia  axticle.  - 
. ««^ffllu  Upon  the mitiehtlieolBoeils  ateiMilloliaie<^'' 
parated  from  their  men,  and  in  quarters  the  officers 
are  to  be  lodged  according  to  rank,  and  are  not  to  be 
hisdeiod  feoniasscinriil^  4heiv  men  fat  loU  calMags^ ' 
and  otiwrnebesBary  pintftovea  of  regkiltai^, 

6tli.  Tliere  are  various  corps  in  the  army  com- ' 
posed  of  sailws^  batteauxmen^  ariificecs^  dmerS|  ia-  * 
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dBpcadent  ccmipaiueiy  and  foUowm  of  the  inn  ml 

it  is  expected  Ibat  those  persons  of  whatever  country, 
ahall  be  included  in  the  fullest  sense  and  utmost  ex- 
tent of  the  above  articleai  and  comprehended  in  eveiy 
Inspect  as  British  oobjects. 

<^7th.  All  Canadians  and  persons  belonging  to  the 
establishment  in  Canada^  to  be  permitted  to  return 
tbeie. 

•    «    • 

^Bthm  Paaspofts  to  be  immejiiately  granted  for- 

tliree  officers,  not  exceeding  the  rank  of  Captain,  who 
ahall  be  appointed  by  General  Burgoyne  to  carry  des- 
patches to  8ir  Wiiliam  Howoy  Bir  Gny  Oarllon,  and 
to  Great  BrHain  bjr^waj  of  New- York/  and  the  pub- 
lick  faiili  to  be  engaged  th^t  these  despatches  are  not 
to  be  opened. 

9th.  The  foregoing  articles  to  be  considered  xmlj  ^ 
as  preliminarieafor  firsning  a  treaty^  in  the  course  of 
which  others  may  arise  to  be  considered  by  both  par- 
ties, for  wipch  purpose  it  is  proposed,  that  two  officers 

^  of  eidi  annj  ahaii  .meet  and  report  their  deliberationa 
to  their  reapective  Generals. 

10th.  Lieutenant  General  Bursrovne  will  send 
his  Deputy  Adjutant  General  to  receive  Major  Gene- 

,.ral  Gates's  an^wer^  tOrttHrrow  Bioming  at  10 
o'clocf ' 

To  the  9th  article  General  Gates  affixed  the  foUow- 
,  ing  answer — The  eapUiUation  to  be  finished  by  S 
,  i^ioiQckf  tki^dag,  the  ifftiby  and  the  troops  nparch  firom  ' 
"  their  mcanpment  at  5^  and  be  in  readiness  to  more  - 
towards  Boston  to-moiiow  morning.'^  '  These  pre- 
liminary articles  ai^d  their  answers  being  sent  to  Ge- 
ii«rai  Bnrgoyne,  produced  the  immediate  retom  of 
Ills  messenger  with  the  following  note.    ^*  The  eight 
irst  preliminary  artkles  of  .Lieutenant  General  JBur- 
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goyne's  proposals,  and  the  18cl,  Sd,  and  4tli  of  those  of 
Majoi  C^eneral  Gates  of  yesterday,  being  agreed  to,' 
the  fbrmatioo  of  the  propped  treaty  i»  out  of  dispate^ 
bat  the  several  siibordinale  articlei  and  regutattooa 
necessarily  springing  from  these  preliminaries,  and 
reqniring  explanation  and  precision,  between  the  par- 
ties, before'  a  defthitiTe  treatycan  be  safely  exiBCntei,  * 
alons;ertime  than  that  mentioned  by  General  Gates 
in  bis  answer  to  the  9th  article,  becomes  indispensa- 
bly neoessaiy.  laenfenant  General  Burgojfne  ii 
willing  to  appoint  two  ellleers  inimediately  to  meet 
two  others  from  Major  General  Gates  fo  propound, 
discuss,  and  settle  those  subordinate  articles,  in  order 
that  the  treaty  in  due  fiMrni  may  be  exeoEited  as  soon  ae 
possible.  .    -    '  ^ . 

•  B,  Ma  jor  Kingston  has  authority  to  settle  the 

place  for  the  meeting  of  the  officers  proposed." 

To  the  teqoest  contained  in  this  note  General  Gbtes 
consented ;  and  Brigadier  General  Whipple^  of  the ' 
militia^  and  Deputy  Adjutant  General,  Colonel  Wil- 
kinson, were  appointed  on  his  part,  to  meet  Lieu  ten'* 
ant  Colonel  Nicholas  Southerland,  and  Captain  James 
H.  Craig,  both  of*  the  ^Tth,  ^  on  the  part '  of*  General 
Burgoyne.   The  meeting  took  place  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  Idth,  and  the  parties  mutually  agi'eed  upon^ 
Jigned^  and  exchanged  articles  of  capUulation.   Bat ' 
flm  term^  H  seems,  did  not  suit  flte  delicacy  of  Gene* 
ral  Burgoyne:  capitulation  meant  rather  more  than 
he  was  willing  to  think  his  situation  required;  and  on 
the  night  of  the  iStb^  a  few  hours  after  the  meeting 
had* broken  up,  Colonel  Wllkinsoii  recetveil  ttie'iMi*' 
lowing  note  from  one  of  the  party,  which  as  it  after- 
wards appeai-ed,  had  been  wjritten  without  the  knowl- ' 
edge  or  conaent  of  the  6theft^<<  Bir,  lJpp9  reporting 

m 


the  proceedings  of  this  evening  to  Lieutenaut  General 
Buvgogrfie^  I  was  happy  to  receive  his  approbation  oi 
luid^raady  c^Nifiairaiee  in  eveiy  mtUki  thatiiM  been 
flgmd  im  betmea  00 ; it  howefer  appemiip6nare- 
trospect  of  the  treaty,  that  our  zeal  to  complete  it  ex- 
peditiously has  led  us  into  the  adfiiassion  oC  a  term  in 
tbi  title  veiy  diffmiil  from  his  neaiiiiBi  aiid'<tliat  eC 
ike  prindpal  oflcera  of  die  anny  who  km  been  con- 
sulted on  this  important  occasion.    We  have,  8ir, 
ungiiartUdly  called  thai  a  iseaty  ofcapUnlaUon  which 
the  anoy  tteiMOjaly  asAtfeetyorcoqveBtiiiui.  With 
the  eingle  alteimtioB^of  tine wiord,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Sontherlaiid  and  myself  will  meet  yon  at  the  stipulat- 
edipiime  to*  morrow  mornings  .with  the  fair  copy  signed 
by  General  Borgiqriie. 

^  I  hope,  Sir,  yo«  will  excuse  my  troubling  you  so 
late,  but  I  thought  it  better  than  hy  my  delay  to  pre- 
vent the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  which  seeBis  to  be  the 
•  iribjed  of  both  putiefl^  and  wUeh  may  -prevent  tiie  f or- 
ther  effusion  of  blood  between  us.  I  beg  your  imme- 
diate answer^  imd  am^  &c  &c/'  signed;  James  Qsiuy' 
Craig.' 

^  i^iMralr^4Ehileemade>iioob)eclieii'to  tUs  evbsiila^ 

tionof  the  term  convention  for  cajjitulatiouy  and  the 
treaty  was  supposed  to  be  at  aaend.  The  whole  ar>^ 
my  had  been  affrised  of  the  negothUwn,  and  it  wae 
imiveradly  believed *4hat'Burgoyne  IniMi  enbmk  to 

surnender  upon  any  terms.  The  con«?equence  was,  . 
that  several  regiments  of  militia^  whose  terms  of  ser- 

noe  had  expiMdjr  left  the  camp  without  :p^mMo v 
aiidf^laniad'htmie^  thewhok'army  had  giMD 

selves  upjto  indolence  and  carelessness,  and  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  an.  attack  at  .this  moment  mi^i  not  havQ  : 
€hoitg^d^thedHmm»^al^^aas;of4^mt^  * 


in'lUvOBr'W  Bargay ne.  Aitios  tMSusOiKa^  teM  ^ 

astoiushment  of  the  whole  army,  General  Burgoyne 
gjpAithe  foUowiiigJDiessage  to  Major  General  Gatesw  < 

goyne  has  leceivrf  faitdligieiioe  IImI  k  <M»Bsideft^ 

force  lias  been  detached  from  tlie  army  under  tlie  com- 
mmi.  'Of  Major  General  Gates,  duriog  tke  course  of 
the  tiegotiKtfaHief  tfa^  tr^aljy  dipepdingbeltwaen  Uieiafe 
Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  conceives  that^  if  true^ 
to  be  not  only  a  Tiolation  of  the  cesi»ationof  arms,  but 
fohversive  oC  the  princ^es  on  whkh  the  treaty  oii- 
gmated,  wist,  a  great  wpcmntf  of  ttnmfam  te  JGNi^ 
ral  Gates's  army.  Lieutenant  6toDeral  BurgoymP . 
therefore  requires  that  two  officers  on  his  part  be  per- 
mitted to  see  thai  the  strength  of  the  force  now  op- 
poied  to  hbm  It  tocli  as  will  convince  hin  that  no-iiach 

detachments  have  been  made,  and  that  the  same  prin- 
ciples of  snperioiity  om  which  the  treaty  iirsl^  began^ 
•ftaUekhts/? 

Upon  the  mceipi  'of  ihie  aMsage,  General  '6atos 

despatched  Colonel  Wilkinson,  with  authority  to  an>  - 
awer  it  as  he  thought  proper.     The  account  of  bis 
letepttotr^  the  meseage  which  he  planned  and  de« . 
Kveied,  and  the  cproniDstaiicei  attending  his  meeting 
with  General  Burgoyne^  as  given  in  l)is  Memoirs/' 
are  so  interesting  that  the  reader  will  be  pleased  to  •  * 
aie.ii  iiiihe  hogoag^iof  the  nm 
^  A  ywlby  hi  a  plain  Mue  fi^eck,  without  other  mi-- 

litary  insignia  than  a  cockade  and  a  sword,  I  stood  in 
the  presence  of  three  experienced  European  Generals, 
MMiere  hefim  oiy  birth  f  Pyi^ps  had  di^tingaiahed  . 
Uaiself^a&dreCeiiredtfi^tliankB  efPn'nci^  .  . 

at  Mindeu  in  17f^9;  Burgoyne  had  served  with  credit 
under  Count  kXippe  on  the  Tagus^  in  i^OS^aod  jiei? 
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desel  was  an  ehve  of  the  Duke  of  Brunswick ;  yet  the 
consciouftQess  of  my  inexperieace  did  not  shake  my 
futptMf  and  I  had  conceived  in  my  mind  the  Mlow- 
tng  message,  which  I  delivered  verbatim  to  Lieuten- 
ant General  Bur2;oyne  from  Major  General  Gates, 
and  afterwards  furnished  a  copy  of  it*  .  < Major  Ge- 
neral Gates  in  jnstice  to  his  own  repntation^  condck 
fCends  to  assure  your  ex^cellency,  that  no  violation  of 
the  treaty  has  taken  place  on  his  part  since  the  com- 
mencement of  ity  the  requisition,  therefore^  contained 
in  yoar  message  of  this  day,  is  inadmissible:  and  as 
it  now  remains  with  your  excellency  to  ratify  or  dis- 
solve the  treaty,  Major  General  Gates  expects  your 
immediate  and  decisive  reply*' 

This  message  was  respectfully  received^  and  dome 
conversation  ensued,  which  gave  me  an  ojieniiig  to  ob- 
serve, ^  that  his  excellency  must  entertain  an  humble 
opinion  of  Major  General  Gates's  professional  know- 
ledge^  or  he  would  not  liave  demanded  permission  for 
two  of  Ids  officers  critically  to  examine  his  num- 
bers and  of  consequence  his  position,  whilst  the  Bri- 
tish .army  had  their  arms  in  their  hands,  and  that  Ge- 
«i9*al  Gates  oonld  hot  but  conceive  it  was  trilling  wifti 
him.'  This  drew  out  General  Burgoyne  into  a  most 
eloquent  vindication  of  hb  proceedingj^^  Not  only 
Ilia  own  individual  repntatioii,  but  the  service  tji  (he 
King  his  master,  and  the  honour  of  the  British  aras, 
enjoined  on  him  the  most  cautious  circumspection:' 
he  analysed  the  various  species  of  inteiiigcnce,  from, 
t^  vagne  campmmoiir,  and  the  reports  of  deserters, 
lip  to  authentick  inforaMtion,  which  last  he  avenfed 
was  the  nature  of  that  he  had  received  the  preceding 
night  y  he  spoked  high  terma^  of  the  resolution  of  his 
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army^  and  ended  by  saying,  ^*  General  Gates  has 
idea  of  the  principlsand  spirit  Whicii  animates  tlie  arV 
my  I  command ;  there  is  not  a  manin  it^  I  assure  yuu 
Colonel  Wilkinson,  who  docs  not  pant  for  action.*' — 
But/'  I  replied  to  iiim,  what  ^an  tlte  couri^ge  of  a 
luuidful  of  men  avail  against  tl|#'«^vibe?s  yoa  see  on 
the  hills  beyond  the  river,  and  those  which  surround 
you?  who,  1  can  assure  your  excellency,  are  with 
difficulty  restrained  from  falling  on  you  at  aU  quar- 
ter in  the  hope  of  diYidjng  the  spoils  of  your  camp,-' 
and  after  a  moment's  pause,  I  added,  Be  pleased, 
Sir,  to  favour  me  with  your  determination?"  He  an- 
swered, "  I  do  not  recede  from  my  ])nr|)()so  :  tlie  truce 
must  end.^'  <^  At  what  time^  Sir  V-  Id  one  hour/' 
We  set  watches,  and  on  taking  leave  I  observed,  - 
•  After  what  has  passed,  General  Burgoyne,  there  can 
be  no  treaty ;  your  fate  must  be  decided  by  arms,  and 
General  ipates  washes  his  hands  of  the  blood  w  hich 
may  1)C  spilled/'  "  Be  it  so,''  sai<l  he,  and  1  w^lked 
oir  with  most  uncomfortable  sensations ;  for  our  troops 
were  much  scattered^  having  encompassed  the  ^^Iji^^ 
jsrmy  three  parts  oot  of  fonr ;  the  men  had  got  the  ttea^ 
ty  into  their  heads,  and  had  lost  their  passion  for  (  om- 
iiat^and  wlint  was  worse,  wc  bad  been  advised  of  the 
loss  of  Fort  Montgomery]^  and  a  ruBioor  had  just  ar- 
rived that  Bsopns  was  burnt,  and  the  enemy  proceed* 
ing  up  the  river;  hut  1  hud  not  proceeded  fifty  rods, 
wh^  Major  Kingston  ran  after  me  and  hailed ;  I  halt- 
ed, and  he  infbraied  me  that  General.  Borgoyne  was 
deMroas  to  say  a  few  words  to  me ;  I  r^med,  whea 
be  addressed  me  by  observing,  that  ^'  Geueial  Gates 
Jia<^  in  the  businei»$  depending  between  them,  been  v^- 
U  indolgent^  and  therefore  he  would  hope  for  time  to 
Ifake  the  opinion  of  his  general  oncers  in  a  ^ise  of  . 
VOL.  n.  14 
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such  magnitude  to  the  two  armies ;  as  it  was  far  from 
bis  disposition  to  trifle  in  an  afiair  of  such  import- 
Mice.''  General  Phillips  then  sp^dLe^  Yes,  Sir,  yes 
Sir,  General  Bvrgoyne  don't  mean  to  trifle  on  so  se- 
rious an  occasion ;  but  he  feels  it  his  duty  to  consult 
his  officers.'^  1  asked  what  time  he  wimld  require  ? 
He  mentioned  two  honrs ;  and  we  again  set  watchei^ 
and  I  returned,  promising  to  wait  at  our  picket  for 
his  answer. 

<<The  interview  with  General  Burgoyne  had  been 
■pnn  cot  to  such  length,  that  General  Gates  became 

unen-y,  and  I  found  a  messenger  waiting  at  our  pick- 
et, to  know  what  1  bad  done.  I  reported  in  brief, 
what  had  passed  and  what  was  depending ;  and  took 
'a  station  near  the  ruins  of  General  Schuyler's  hoose^ 
where  I  walked,  and  expixted  with  much  anxiety  the 
result  of  General  Burgoyue's  consultation ;  the  two 
hours  had  elapsed  by  a  quarter,  and  an  aid.  de  camp 
from  the  General  bad  been  with  me  to  know  boir 
matters  progressed;  soon  after,  1  perceived  Lieute- 
nant Colonel  Soutberlaad  opposite  to  me  and  beckon- 
ed him  to  cross  the  creek  $  on  approaching  me,  be  ol^* 
serve'd^  <*  Well,  our  business  will  be  knocked  on  the 
head  after  all.'^  I  enquired  why?  He  said,  "the 
ofiicers  had  got  the  devil  in  their  heads,  aud  could 
not  agree/'  I  Teplied  giuly,  <^  I  ain  B<Hny  for  it,  as 
you  will  not  only  lose  your  fusee,  biit  your  whole 
baggage."  He  expressed  much  sorrow,  but  said  he 
could  not  help  it.  At  this  moment  1  recollected  the 
letter  Captain  Graig  had  written  nie  the  night  before, 
and  taking  it  from  my  pocket,  I  read  it  to  the  Colonel, 
who  declared  he  had  not  been  privy  to  it ;  and  added 
with  evident  anxiety,  "  Will  you  give  me  that  let- 
ter     I  answered  in  the  negatiye>  and  dbserved^  I 
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should  bold  it  as  a  testimony  of  the  good  faith  of  a 
British  commander.'^    He  hastily  replied^  "  Spare 
me  that  letter,  Sir,  and  1  pledge  you  my  honour  I 
will  return  it  in  fifteen  minutes.'^    I  penetrated  the  ' 
motive,  and  willingly  handed  it  to  him  ;  he  sprang 
oiOr  with  it,  and  directing  Ins  course  to  the  British  ^ 
camp,  ran  as  far  as  I  could  see  him :  in  the  mean 
time  I  received  a  peremptory  message  from  the  Ge- 
neral, to  break  off  the  treaty  if  the  convention  was  not 
.  immediately  ratified.  I  informed  him  by  the  messenger, 
that  I  was  doing  the  best  I  could  for  him,  and  would 
see  him  in  half  an  hour.    Colonel  Southerland  was^ 
punctual  to  his  promise,  and  returned  with  Captain 
Craig,  who  delivered  me  the  convention,  with  an  ad- 
ditional article,  specifically  to  include  himself,  which 
I  engage<l  should  be  admitted  by  General  Gates,  and 
immediately  sent  to  General  Burgoyne.    I  then  re- 
turned to  head  quarters,  after  eight  hour's  absence, 
and  presented  to  General  Gates  the  important  docu- 
ment, that  made  the  British  army  conventional  pri- 
soners to  the  United  States,  wliich,  together  with  a 
return,  founded  on  aulheutick  documents  now  in  myT* 
possession,  of  the  forces  which  surrendered,  is  deem- 
ed worthy  of  record  in  this  place. 

•Irticles  of  Convention  hetween  Lieutenant  General 
Burgoyne  and  Major  General  Chtes,  •     .  ^ 

1st.  The  troops  under  Lieutenant  General  Bur- 
goyne to  march  out  of  their  camp  with  the  honours  of 
war,  and  the  artillei7  of  the  entrenchments,  to  the 
verge  of  the  river  where  the  old  fort  stood,  where  the 
arras  and  artillery  arc  to  be  left ;  the  arms  to  be  • 
piled  by  word  of  command  from  their  own  officers. 

•  •  • 

.  *        ^  Google 


iOft  AUEuicAN  itBvoLirridir. 

A  free  passage  to  be  granted  to  the  4irrny 
der  Liettten^t  Oeoeral  Bucgoyne  to  Great  Britain^ 
on  condition  of  not  servin;^  again  in  North  America 
during  the  present  contesl ;  jiiid  the  port  of  Boston  is 
i^sigaed  for  the  eutr^  of  transports  Jo  receive  tho 
troops^  whenever  General  Howe  Bhatt  so  oidei^. : 

'<3d.  Should  any  cartel  fake  place,  by  which  the 
army  under  General  Biirgoync,  or  uiiy  part  of  it,  may 
be  exchanged^  the  foregoing  article  to  be  Toid  asfar 
as  such  exchange  shall  be  made.     v     ./  '-^     <  * ' 

"4th.  The  army  under  Lieutenant  General  Bur- 
goynPj  to  march  to  Massachusetts  Bay,  by  the  easiest, 
most  expeditions,  and  convenient  route  $  .and  to  bo 
quafleied  in,  near,  or  as  convenient  a»  fiOsiiiMe' to 
Boston,  that  the  march  of  the  troopn  may  not  he  de*. 
}|yed,  when  the  transports  arrive  to  receive  them.  ^ 
>/4<5th.  The  troops  to  be  applied  on  their  march,: 
and  daring  their  being  in  qnarters,  ivitii  provisions, 
by  General  Gates's  orders,  at  the  same  rate  of  rations, 
as  the  troops  of  liis  own  army  ;  and  if  possible  the 
officers'  hones  and  cattle  are  to  lie  supplied  with  ffir* 
age  al  the  usual  rales.  ^ 

^<  6th  All  officers  to  retain  their  carriages,  hatt-bor- 
ses  and  other  cattle,  and  no  baggage  to  be  molested 
or  searched ;  jUoatottantiBeBerai  fiorgo^jie  giving  his 
honour  that  there  are  no  publiok  stores  seci*eted  there- 
in. Major  General  Gates  will  of  course  take  the  ne- 
cessary measures  for  the  due  perfprmaiice  of  this  ar- 
ticle; Should  any  tarringes  be  wanted  during  the. 
march;  for  the  transportation  of  officera'  baggage,  ' 
they  are,  if  possible^  to  be  supplied  by  the  country  at 
the  usual  rates. 

'  ^<7th.  Upon  the  march,  ahd  during  the  time  the  ar- 
my shall  Tcmaiu  iu  tjuartcis  iu  Massachusetts  Bay, 
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the  oMceM  are  not  as  far  as  circumstances  will  admit 
to  be  separated  from  tlieir  men.  The  officers  are  to 
be  quartered  according  to  rauk,  and  are  uot  to  be  hin- 
dered from  assembling  their  men  for  roll  call  and 
other  necessary  purposes  of  regularity. 

<<8th.  All  corps,  whatever,  ol  General  Rurgoyue^s 
army,  whether  composed  of  sailors^  batteauxmen,  ar- 
tificers, drivers,  independent  companies,  and  follow- 
ers of  the  army,  of  whatever  country,  shall  he  includ- 
ed in  the  fullest  sense  and  utmost  extent  of  the  above 
articles,  and  comprehended  in  every  respect  as  Bri- 
tish subjects.  . 

"  9th.  All  Canadians,  and  persons  belongiiig  to 
the  Canadian  rstablisiiment,consisting  of  sailors,  bat- 
teauxmen,  artificers,  drivers,  independent  companies, 
and  many  other  followers  of  the  army,  who  come  un- 
der no  particular  description,  arc  to  be  permitted  to 
return  there ;  they  arc  to  be  conducted  immediately 
by  the  shortest  route  to  the  first  British  post  on  Lake 
George,  are  to  be  supplied  with  provisions  in  the  same  • 
manner  as  tlic  other  troops,  and  ai*e  to  be  bound  by  the: 
same  condition  of  not  serving  during  the  present  con- 
test in  North  America. 

"lOth.  Passport<<  to  be  immediately  gi-anted  for 
three  officers  not  exceeding  tlie  rank  of  captains,  who 
shall  be  appointed  by  Lieutenant  General  Burgoync^ 
to  carry  despatches  to  Sir  William  Howe,  Sir  Guy 
Carleton,  and  to  Great  Britain,  by  the  way  of  New- 
York  ;  and  Major  General  Gates  engages  the  pub- 
lick  faith,  that  these  despatches  shall  not  be  opened. 
These  officers  are  to  set  out  immediately  after  receiv- 
ing their  despatches,  and  are  to  travel  the  shortest 
route,  and  in  the  most  expeditious  manner. 

•     -  t      .  • 
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11th.  During  the  stay  of  the  troops  in  Massa- 
chusetts Bay^  the  officers  are  to  be  admitted  oa  parole^ 
and  are  to  be  alloHred  to  wear  their  aide  '«ms. 

*f  Mhy  Should  the  army  under  Lieutenant  Greneral 
B^^^oyne  find  it  necessary  to  send  for  their  clothing  and 
.fither  baggage  to  Canada,  tbey  are  to  be  permitted  to 
'  do  it  in  the  most  convenient  manner,  and  thci  necesiMr 
'  ry  passports  granted  for  that  purpose.  ^ 
i^th.  These  articles  are  to  be  mutually  signed  and 
,«Bcha^5Bd  to-morrow  morning,  at  9  o'clock,  and  the 
j  froopa  under  Lieutenant  General  tiurgoyne  are  to 
march  out  of  their  entrenchments  at  3  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  "  \  * V  " 

V  (ftigned)  HOBATIO  OATBS,  Miyor  Ocmeml. 
(Signed)  J.  BUR60TNE,  Lieutenant  General. 

Barato2;a,  Oct.  16th,  1777. 

To  prevent  any  doubts  that  might  arise, frQp  Lieu- 

tenant  General  Burgoy  ne'a  name  not  beii^g  mentionied 

in  the  abore  treaty,  Majoi  General  Gatea  hereby  de« 

clarcs,  that  he  is  understood  to  be  comprehended  in 
it,  as  tuOUf  as  if  bis  ufune  had  been  specifically  men- 
tioned/ HOBATIO  GATBjS,» 
The  brass  artillery  captni^d  from  Burgoyne  at  vi^t 
/ions  times  during  the  campaign,  amounted  to  42  pie- 
«icea,  CQUstitutiug  one  of  the  most  elegiuit  trains  ever 
brought  into  the  fields  5000  stand  of  aroia,  6000  doz* 
eu  of  cartridges,  and-a  number  of  ammunition  wagona, 
travelling  forges,  shot,  carcasses,  shells,  &c.  also  fell 
into  the  handa  of  the  Vnu  ricans.  The  whole  uum- 
ber  of  troops  aumndered  by  the  convention  amount- 
cd  to  5,763,  which  added  to  the  number  killed, 
wpunded,  and  captured,  in  the  several  actions  previ- 
otts  to  the  i^th  October,  amounting  to  near  .5000,  makes 
Butgoyne'a  total  \fi§9  upwards  of  ten  iAtnmni  men^ 


izeo  by  GoOglc 


•  '  *  *. 

t 

AMERICAN  BEVOLUTION.  lH 

We  have  been  thus  particular  in  relating  the  circum- 
stances of  this  surrender,  as  they  came  under  the  know- 
ledge of  one  who  bore  a  large  share  in  the  transac- 
tions, not  only  because  the  account  was  in  itself  inte- 
resting, but  because  we  shall  have  occasion  hereafter 
to  refer  to  some  of  its  minutest  facts,  to  explain  the  va«v 
rious  reports  which  grew  out  of  it,  to  the  prejudice  of 
both  the  Generals.  On  the  morning  of  the  17th  the 
troops  of  Burgoync  were  marched  out  of  their  camp  to 
the  plain  near  the  river,  where  their  arms  were  depo- 
sited ;  and  the  victorious  Americans  took  possession 
of  their  lines.  /  ' 


* 
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'       CHAPTER  IV. 

{ 

JSi>enis  of  IT77 continued. -^Conduct  of  tlie  British  up  the  /iM^soM— 
They  retire  to  JS\w  Vurk.—'Geiieral  Gfitrs's  letter  to  General 
Vaug;hnn-'—%9necdote  of  n  Spy^-^Movpwputs  of  frashington  and 
Sir  ffVliam  Howe — Mack  on  Fort  Jlercer,  niid  gallant  de- 
fence of  it  by  Colonel  Greene. — Enemy  establish  themselves  on 
Province  Island — Heroick determination  of  Colonel  SmWi,  and 
the  garrison  of  Fort  Mifflin^GnUant  conduct  of  Major  Thay- 
9r — I'Vwrf  Island  cvacuatid — Lord  Cornwallis  is  sent  against 
Med  Baidc — Fort  Mercer  abandoned-^^mer icons  compelled  to 
destroy  their  gaUies^-^Sir  WiUimn  Howe  moves  towards  White  ^ 
Mitnl^'-'Skirmish  there— returns  to  Philadelphia — H'asJiing' 
ton  goes  into  winter  quartm  at  Vaileyforgef^^istresseso/the 

Tub  little  band  of  Americana  whoganiaiHiedFoets 
Bfon^mery  and  CKnton,  being  driven  from  ihos^ 

posts  by  the  overwhelm  in  5  force  of  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton^ and  having  demolished  Kurt  Constitution  and 
burnt  their  two  ships^  witbont  autboriiy,  retired  with. 
Ghnremour  Olinton  to  Butter  hilL  Here  tbie  bntTe 
and  patriotick  officer,  ii«?cd  every  exertion  to  collect  a 
aufficient  force  to  stop  the  i  in  ther  progress  of  the  ene- 
my. But  Ibe  situation  of  Ch»neral  Gatea'a  army  pre- 
rented  any  reinforcement  being  sent  from  that  quar- 
ter; and  though  the  militia  from  Connecticut  came  in 
in  large  numbers^  they  deserted  almost  as  soon  as  they 
aniyedy  so  that  there  was  nothing  to.  obstruct  the  pro- 
gress of  Sir  Henry  to  Albany,  if  he  hiid'been  inclin- 
ed to  profit  by  the  advantages  which  he  had  gained. 
Instead  of  pursuing  his  course  up  the  river,  however^ 
he  sent  General  Vaugban  aitd  Sir  James  Wallace, 
with  a  squadron  of  light  frigates^  aud  8^600  men,  to 
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October  they  landed  at  Esopus^  (or  Kingston,)  where 
the  Americans  had  a  battery  of  ^ree^uns,  which 
they  spfted  and  abindmied^  en  tke  ippfieach  of  the 
enemy,  being  toe  weak  Id  attempt  a  defence.  This 
fine  and  flourishing  village  was  reduced  to  a  heap  of 
ashes  :  not  a  house  in  it  was  left  standing.  General 
-Vanghan  here  received  uiteU^ntie  of  the  fateof  finr- 
goyne's  itoy,  arid  had  abdndaiM  time  to  hftve|oi)ied 
him  with  his  forces,  or  at  least  to  have  placed  himself 
in  the  rear  of  Gates^  and  tlms  have  rendered  hb  situ- 
atknk  dlM^reiBattfc  $  but  after  the  destmctson  of  the 
town^  and  many  of  Aebeantifal  country  seats  of  gen- 
tlemen oil  the  banks  of  tlie  river,  he  retired  with  the 
fleet  and  army  to  New  York. 

Immediately  aftertheconvention  of  BaratogmOene- 
cfiral  Gates  moiled  on  to  Albany,  to  be  in  readineis  to 
meet  the  enemy,  should  they  proceed  up  the  river. 
From  this  place,  on  the  1 0th,  he  addressed  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  General  VaogUaiH^^  Bir^With  unet- 
aihiilcfd  cruelty  yon  have  reduced  ttie  fine^  village  of 
Kins;ston  to  ashes,  and  most  of  the  wretched  inhabit- 
ants to  ruin.  I  am  informed  you  also  continue  to  ra- 
vage and  bum  all  before  you  on  both  sides  of  die  ri- 
vev.  Is  it  thus  your  King's  Generals  tldnk  to  make 
converts  to  the  royal  cause  ?  It  is  no  less  surprising 
than  truoy  that  the  measures  they  adopt  to  serve  their 
master^  baye  the  qnlte  eontraiy  effect  Their  crueli;^ 
established  the  glorious  act  of  independence,  upon  tliiA 
broad  basis  of  the  general  resentments  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

Abler  Genends  and  older-  officers  tbaii  you  can  ' 
pretend  to  be,  are  now,  by  the  fortune  df^ar,  in  my 
hands  ;  their  fortune  may  one  day  be  yours,  when, 

VOL.  II.  15 


Digitized  by  Google 


ii4  AMERICAN  BBVOLQTIOV. 

Sir,  il  may  not  be  in  tfae  power  of  any  thing  Iranian^  to 

save  you  from  the  just  revenge  of  an  injared  people.'^ 
'  A  singular  incident^  which  is  worthy  of  notice  as  it 
lihows  the  ingenious  devicea  which  warcalla  intoprac-  * 
ticBj  occurred  while  Oorembur  Glinton  lay  at  New 
Windsor,  anxiously  watching  the  progress  of  the  ene- 
my. Uis  {guards  fell  in  with  and  took  two  Bpies  who 
were  going  with  intelligence  from  Sir  Heiuy ^Unton^ 
to  Burgoyne.  One  of  them  made  tfonfessioli^df  Ida  in* 
structions ;  but  Governoui  Clinton  was  afterwards  gi- 
Ten  to  understand  that  he  had  swaUowed  the  letter^ 
with  which  he  had  been  charged  to  Buigoyne. 
The  Ooyemour  immediately  orders  adoiA  oftartiur 
emetic  to  be  administered  to  him,  the  operation  of, 
which  brought  up  a  small  silper  buUet,  iu  which,  was 
iuiclosed  the  letter !        Z  *  *^    '  -   :   '    r  " 

Sir  Williiam  Howe  harifig  wKkdraWn  hk  forces 
from  Germantown,  and  concentrated  them  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Philadelphia,  began  to  seethe  necessity  of  dis- 
lodging the  Americana  from  Forts  Aliffin  and  Mer- 
cer,  in  order  to  effect  a' free  passage  for  Iris  brother's 
fleet,  which,  as  we  have  seen,  came  into  tlie  Delaware, 
after  landrog  the  army  at  the  head  of  Elk.  Washiug- 
■ij^'lipdlli^flw;  :mean  time»  advanced  to  White  Marsh, 
^here  tbe  wieak  state  of  his  army  compelled  him  to 
wait  the  issue  of  the  northern  campaign,  that  he  might 
receive  a  reinforcement  from  General  Gates.  Mere  his 
whole  attention  was  turned  to  the  defences  of  the  De- 
laware. It  wiw  his  desite  to  place  himself  on  the 
heights  of  the  Schuy  lkill,  so  as  to  have  forced  the 
enemy  from  the  annoy iug  position  which  they  had  ta- 
ken on  Province  Island ;  but  bis  hospitals  and  stores 
at  Bethlehem,  Reading,  and  their  vicinities,  required 
the  whole  of  his  present  force  to  protect  them,  and  he 
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W«s  obliged  tberefon  to  content  hinuelf  with  sending 
m  small  reinforcement  to  the  most  hnportuit  of  the  two 

posts^  namely  that  on  Mud  Island,  /tliis  reinforce- 
ment under  .Lieutenant  Colonel  Simms  of  iht  sixth 
Virginia  regiment  had  to  pass  Bed  Bank^  at  which  > 
plaso  they  were  to  embark  in  boats  aiidcioss  oyer  to 
Mud  Island. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Bimms  had  crossed  the  Dela- 
ware with  his  detachment^  a  liMe  below  Bristol.  Up- 
on arriying  at  Moore^s  Town^  which  he  reacheit  about 

teii  o'clock  at  night,  he  was  informed  that  a  party  of 
the  enemy  were  crossing  the  river  at  Cooper^s  ferry> 
opposite  Philadelphia,  and  abont^  eight  miles  below 
him.  With  a  view  therefore  to  ascertain  the  ftct,  up- 
on which  the  safety  of  his  detachment  depended,  he 
took  with  him  a  small  escort  of  dragoons  and  proceed- 
ed to  the  ferry.  Hecbnld  discorerno  enemy  ;bnthe 
found  a  party  of  militia^  which  had  been  statlsned  at 
the  feiTy,  every  man  asleep,  without  even  so  much 
aaacentiuel  to  hail  his  approach  :  having  roused  themi 
heretomedtohisdetatchmentandGOtttintted  his  marsh 
towards  B.ed  Bank.  He  had  passed  the  fmj  only  a 
few  miles,  when  a  detachment  of  Hessians  under  Count 
Bonop  crossed;  to  whom  the  militia  must  have  fallen 
an  easy  prey,  bat  for  his  tii|iely  interruption  of  their 
nngnarded  shmbers.  Oolonel  Simms  reached  Fwl 
Mercer  on  the  following  evening,  having  Count  Do- 
nop  still  only  a  short  distance  in  his  rear.  Satisfied 
that  it  was  the  Count's  intention  to  attack  the  FoH 
next  day,  he  volanteeted  to  remain  with  Colonel 
Greene,  of  the  Rhode  Island  line,  the  gallant  com- 
mandant of  Fort  Mercer^  and  aid  him  in  his  defence 
of  the  post.  Colonel  Greene  accepted  his  offered  ser* 
Tioes,  andmade  sncha  disposition  of  their  mdted  tsn^ 
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M  aeemed  best  calculiied  to  withstand  Uie  expect«4 
mmult .  la  the  coiim  of  tlie  night,  jbowerec,.  it  oc- 
curred to  Coloael  Greene^  that  he  ihoiiM  bo  disap- 
pointing the  expectations  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
who  bad  dei»tined  the  reinibrfieiiient  under  bimms^  fur 
Fort  Miiliiii  awach  more  important  post,  if  he  should 
retain  them  to  his  own  aid ;  and  in  the  morning,  not- 
withstanding the  earnest  solicitations  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Simms  and  his  whole  detachmeujky  wlu>  were 
burning  with  desiie  to  share  an  the  danger  of  the 
defence,  he  insisted  that  the  latter  should  pursue  100 
d^tiued  course,  and  leave  him  to  his  own  meaus. 

GountDcmop  had  arrived  somehou|3S-iie|oreUus  he- 
ropek  delaraiiQnti<u(  of  Colonel  Greene  to  rely  excln-^ 
siyely  upon  hiaown  strength,  and  was  actively  engag- 
ed in  preparing  his  attack ;  and  to  the  circumstance 
of  (3<donel  fiimms's  leaving  the  garrison  at  this  mor 
meat  may  lie  attributed  tjie  florions  issue  of  the  as- 
sault. Donop  was  deceived  by  it  into  a  belief^  that 
the  whole  garrison  was  attempting  to  escape.  Under 
this  Upygeesjiyj  .lyKhont  waiting  to  complete  iiis  pr«- 
panUippS}  he  imshed'upoo  a  portion  of  the  worha 
which  the  last  arrangemeuU  of  Colonel  Greene  had 
ipepdered  it  necessary  for  him  to  abandon,  and  iluding 
these  deserted^  he  was  stUl^||||hfr,^gon4l^^ 
fetal  trnior*  He  pushed  on  to  the  verj  muzzles  of 
the  guns,  which  now  opened  upon  Mm  with  such  tre- 
mendous  effect,  that  the  assailants  turned  back  in 
dreadful  dismay:  Count  Donop  hiipaelf  was  mortally 
ipronnded^  and  the  number  killed  was  more  than  equal 
to  the  whole  force  under  Colonel  Greene.  The  Hes- 
sians also  suffered  very  severely  in  their  retreat,  by 
thefiice  from  the  Americaa  gallies  and  Qoating  batten 
ri^  j  apd  two  of  thefiisMiah  s(|padiwiridchJmd  beei^ 
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employed  to  second  the  attack  of  Count  Donop  were 
lost,  OM  irf  ttiem^  ikt  AugasU'Sliip  of  the  line,  acci* 
tartally  took  ffeand  was  wholly  consomed,  the  oth- 
er, the  Merlin  sloop  of  war,  grounded,  and  being  has- 
tily evacuated  was  purpoaely  destroyed.  Several  of- 
teen  aai  a  nuadibr  of  nea  penshediii  atlenipdii^  to 
mm  tiuimaelm  from  theae  veaaela. 

Nothins;  occurred  daring  the  war  more  briliianl 
thaa  this  defence  of  ifftti  Meicer.  Colonel  Greene's 
Ibm»  lUipiQited  to  9^  iip^cpL-^  400  men.  The  den 
lachnfMit  'liBdeirOotilt  DoMp  consiated  of  three  hat- 
talions  of  grenadiers,  the  regiment  of  Mirback,  and  a 
considerahle  number  of  light  infantry  and  chasseurs. 
Oongress  weie  doly  impressed  with  the  merits  of  Co- 
kael  Greene,  aa  will  appear  by  the  following  reso^ 
biUon  passed  a  few  days  afterwards.  Resolved,  that 
Congress  have  a  high  sense  of  the  merit  of  Colonel 
Greene  and  theefllcers  and  men  under  tab  cominandy 
in  their  late  gallant  defence  of  the  Fort  at  Red  Bank 
on  the  Delaware  river,  and  that  an  elegant  sicord  be 
provided  by  the  board  of  war,  and  presented  to  Color 
nal  Oreene.''  It  Wmei4h»  fbrinne  of  Cotenel  Greene^ 
however,  to  receive  this  sword.  Various  circumstan- 
ces prevented  its  being  provided,  till  long  after  the 
death  of  this  gpiUant  patriot  and  soldier^  when  it  was 
presented  to  Us  ion* 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Bimms  after  leaving  the  fort, 
embarkedhis  men  in  the  boats  and  batteaux  provided 
tsr  them,  and  reached  Mnd  Island  faijmfcty.  The 
enemy  were* in  the  mean  time  strengthening  theur 
works  on  Mud  Island,  and  erecting  heavy  battcrie>  of 
thirty  two  pounders  within  fonr  hundred  yards  of 
the  American  defences.  The  fort  on  this  Island  had 
%mm  enimmtod  tn  ConnI  d'Araoalf  InH  tUs  oOc- 
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er  being  obliged  to  give  up  the  Gommand  from  severe 
iQdUpofiition^  it  devolved  oh  laentenaiit  Golonel  Sa* 
muel  BmithyOf  Maryland,  ivho  with  250  men  and  about 
30  militia,  defended  the  post  for  more  than  a  month 
against  the  almost  daily  attempts  of  the  enemy  both 
by  land  and  water.  The  reinfoicements  under  Colo-^ 
nel  Simms,  which  he  received  on  the  23d  of  October, 
increased  his  force  to  about  4O0  men.    His  first  care  . 
had  been  to  examine  the  grounds  of  ^Province  Island 
upon  which  It  was  most  probable  flw  enemy  would 
erect  their  works  of  assault,  and  to  put  up  block  bou- 
ses and  such  other  defences  as  his  time  and  means 
would  allow;.  With  these^  aided  by  the  cooperation 
iif  l3<Knmodore  Hazlewood^  who  commanded  the  gal- 
lies  and  floating  batku  ies,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith 
with  great  bravery  sustained  the  repeak^d  assaults  of 
ihe  enemy  uhtil  Uie  coB^etion  of  their  heavy  hatte-  . 
ries  on  the  9tb  of  NovewDef.  The  block  houses  be- 
ing soon  battered  down  by  these,  anil  a  considerable , 
breach  being  made  in  the  wsiUs  on  that  side,  it  became 
a  serious  ai»pielite8^e«i  to  Lieutenant  Colond  Smiti^ 
that  an  attempt  would  be  immediately  made  to  storm 
the  fort.    His  garrison,  which  had  never  from  the  first 
been  competjUit  to  withstand  a  close  assault,  was  now 
considerably  weakened  by  constant  watching,  fightr 
ing  and  workit^^tbe  enemy  bad  succeeded  in  get- 
ting one  of  their  large  ships  between  Province  and  Mud 
Islands,  and  the  American  Commodore  absolutely  re-. 
,  Ihsed  making  any  attempt  to  drive  them  from  that  poc. 
aition^  alleging  that  a  single  broadsidei  might  destroy, 
all  his  gallies — In  this  desperate  situation,  Colonel. 
Smith  wrote  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  advising  the 
withdrawal  of  the  gairison  \  but  '^aahington^  in  the^ 
bonrly  expectation  of  a  reiitCDpeeunt  Irom  General 
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Gata%  of  whose  signal  success  he  had  heard^  refiise4|^ ' 
to  listen  to  the  proposal,  and  Colonel  Smith  assem- 
bled a  council  of  his  officers  to  determine  on  the  course 
to  be  pursued.  They  unanimously  and  heroically  ' 
resolved,  that,  in  theeveiiitof  the  eneniy^sfoicing  the 
outer  works,  they  shoold  retire  to  the  entrenchment 
in  the  centre  of  the  Fort,  and  there,  if  quarter  should 
be  refiised  them^  ^ply  ^  m&tch  to  the  magazine  and 
imittoUte  themseltea  with  their  enemy. 

On  the  ilth  of  November,  the  enemy  being  in  pos- 
'  session  of  the  heights  above  the  Schuylkill,  continu- 
ed, from  these,  from  their  heavy  batteries  on  Province 
Island,  and  their  large  ship  in  the  main  passage  be^ 
'tween,  to  play  upon  the  fort  with  redoubled  efforts. 
In  the  course  of  the  day,  a  spent  cannon  ball  knock- 
ed down  a  part  of  the  walls  of  the  fort,  which  falling 
upoi^  Colonel  Smith,  wounded  and  bruised  him  so 
severely  that  he  was  compelled  Lo  ictire.  The  coni- 
mand  now  devolved  on  Lieutenant  Colonel  Simms, 
who  had  so  gallantly  volunteered  faii  services  at  Vort^ 
Mevoer^  and  who  maintained  th^  defence  with  conttno- 
ed  firmness  until  the  13th,  when  he  was  relieved  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Russell,  of  the  Connecticut  line ; 
but  this  officer  finding  fi*omliis  weak  state  of  healthy 
that  be  woaldbe  wholly  unable  to  support  the  fatigue 
which  such  a  trust  demanded,  requested  to  be  imme- 
diately recalled,  and  on  the  14th  he  was  relieved  by 
Major  Thayer,  of  the  Bhode  Island  line,  who  volnn- ' 
leered  for  this  desperate  service;  ^  ^ 

Brigadier  General  Varnum,  who  had  beeu  some 
days  before  posted  in  Jersey,  near  Red  Bank,  with  the 
command  of  all  the  troops  below  Pliiladelphiay  had 
received  orders  fkoni  the  Oonunander  in  Chirfto  de- 
fend Mud  Inland  to  the  last  extremity,  without  sacri* 
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ft  knowledge  of  these  orders^  aad  ftretdlate  deiloriiii- 

nation  to  maintain  his  stand  to  the  last  moment.  He 
'  was  an  officer  as  skilful  us  he  was  brave^  as  indefati« 
.  I^ble  as  ke  #a8  patieaty  pnideat  and  vigikint.  Heen- 
deavoinred  to  aaiinate  his  mefly  oensiBting  of  only  SOO, 
by  inspiring  them  with  his  own  hopes  of  a  saccessful 
defence,  and  by  placing  before  them  the  rewards  with 
which  their  victmrjr  would  be  crowned.    Howsis  iii'^ 
ligent  in  repairing  as  fiuras  possible  daring  the  night, 
the  breaches  which  had  been  made  during  the  day, 
and  seemed  determined  to  render  the  conflict  a  despe- 
rate and  deadfy  oHe.   Bnring  the  night  of  the>  i4fth> 
two  of  the  enemy's  slups  were  brought  up  the  east 
channel  so  as  to  attack  the  works  in  front,  while  two 
.  others  furmi|ig  a  batterj  of  <^  twenty  four  pounders^ 
made  their  way  up  Uie  narrow  western  channel^  so  as 
to  cooperate  with  the^fballeries  on  Province  Island, 
and  thus  completely  enfilade  the  works  of  Fort  Mif- 
flin; Sev  eral  frigates  were  also  drawn  up  against  the 
fort  on  the  Jersey  shores  fiptended  to  flank  the  men  of 
war  stationed  there  and  prcTCiit  the'escape  of  the  gar- 
rison.   Tiie  morning  of  the  15th  saw  a  tremendous 
>4ii)B<o|^ed  ikina  all  theso  batteries  upon  Thayer's  lii- 
tie:garfiion)^%ho  suppoihid  the  sfaocl|}1i|Bemen'WlMr. 
had  devoted  themselves  to  destHmtion-^by  noon^  all 
-    the  batteries  of  the  fort  were  levelled  to  the  ground*  and 
themen  were  thus  exposed  without  a  single  defence.  I  n 
the  course  of  the  afternoon,  Major  Thayer  succeeded 
'  in  sending  all  his  garrison  ashore,  except  40  men,  • 
^whom  he  retained  until  midnight,  when  having  suc- 
.  ceeded  in* removing  the  ^ranter  part  of  his  stores,  he 
•jset  flue  to  the  barracks,  add  escaiped  with  his  litde 
hand  to  Fort  Mercer.  He  hadin  vaia  applied  to  Com* 
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modorc  llazlewood  for  assi^l.inf  e  :  that  officer,  wheth- 
.er  from  4  Justitiable  prudence,  or  a  culpable  fear  of 
daager^  kept  iiia  galUee  out  of  the  reach  of  ihe  ene^ 
Biy'gVhot 

In  the  course  of  the  various  assaults  upon  Fort  MJf-  . 
Ma^  upwards  of  MO  Amerkaaa  were  killed  aad 
WOttDded.  It  waa  an  impomiit  pbs^  and  the  necest 
aity  of  holding  it  appeared  so  strong,  that  it  had  been 
determined  by  a  council  of  war  to  relieve  it  at  all  h§- 
»arda,  on  the  yery  i^^t  it  «tne  nio68aarily<  abandon- 
ed.  It  «vas  perha^  fortonate  that  t^e  a^mpt  was  / 
not  made,  as  it  might  and  in  all  pruhability  would 
have  brought  on  a  general  engagemeoty  for  which 
Washington  Was  certainly  not»  at  that  time  prepared. 
The  defiance  made  by  Lieuteimnt  Coloniri  Smith  gain- 
ed him  the  applansc  of  the  ('ommauder  in  Cliief,  and 
the  approl)ation  of  Congress,  who  voted  him  a  awqrd; 
bat  this  gaUant  and  high  minded  offieer  refuaed  tb  pu:- 
f^ept  hf  because  the  valoe  of  the  present  had  been 
cheapened  by  a  similar  offer  to  Commodore  Hazle- 
wood,  who^  in  hia  opinion,  as  well  aa  in  that  of  most 
of  the  army,  merited  rather  the  censure  of  Congress 
for  Us  cowardice.   Moaes  Porter,  who  has  since  ri- 
sen to  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General^  and  who  per- 
formed such  eminent  services  for  his  country  in  the 
late  contest  with  the  same  power^  was  at  that  time  A 
SergeoHi  in  the  garrison  of  Fort  Mifflin~-Let  the ; 
knowledge  of  this  fact  stimulate  our  soldiers  of  the 
present  dfty^  to  conduct  themselves  so  as  to  deserve 
the  applifiQse  of  their  officers  and  their  country ,  assdied  . 
that  merit  will  sooner  or  later  raise  them  to  the  high- 
est hopes  of  their  ambition. 

After  the  lepnUe  of  Count  jDonop^  Shr  WilUait 
Howe  had  determined  to  send  a  stronger  force  against 
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the  fort  at  Red  Bank  ;  and  beins;  now  freed  from  alt 
apprehension  on  the  opposite  side  by  the  possessioA 
of  Mud  Islandi,  he  seat  Lord  Corn wallb.  with  a  coir- 
sidcrable  detachment,  who  crossed  the  river  on  the 
iflth  November.  Fort  Mercer  bein^  now  the  only  de- 
fence against  the  free  passage  of  the  river  to  the  e|l<* 

.  emy's  shlppins;,  and  the  only  .protectum  fo  onr  own. 
naval  force,  it  became  of  serious  importance  to  pre- 
serve it  if  possible.  Washington  therefore^  v^Uj^k  f 
Tiew  to  cov^nteract  the  operatlojos  o(  I^ierd^onim^ia^ 
despstohed  Major  General  Greene  with  ar  respectahle  . 
force  into  Jersey,  with  the  expectation  that  he  would  , 
he  able  in  time  to  reinforce  him  with  the  tr^ps  ,ex« 
pected  fipoiii  the  north*  In  thiS|  Jhoweyer,^  wni  d&? 
appointed^  the  expected  reinfMhoebients  did  notarrir^ 
and  being  too  weak  to  contend  against  Lord  Comwal- 
lis,  whose  force  had  been  considerably^  il^cre^ed  dur- 
ing  his .  mafch  by  the  anival  ^of  troqpis  from  Ne^^ 

.  York,  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  hope- of 
stopping  his  progress.  Left  to  himself,  Colonel 
Greene  would  still  have  defended  his  little  fort  to 
tbe  laat;  Imt  being  overmled,  by  the  Generals  ap- 
pointed to  give  their  advice^  the  fort  was  eTacoated^ 
and  left  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  Cornwallis.  The 
'  American  vessels  aqid  ^lUes  havingi^^His  lost  their 
only  protection,  seventeen  of  t|im  abandoned 
by  their  crews  and  destroyed :  a  few  were  saved  by 
xrccping  up  along  on  the  Jersey  shore  in  the  night, 
•  and  getting  bey9nd  the  reach  ctf  the  enemy's  batte* 

ties.-         ^.Z-.  r  L-Vt;. 

"  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  w  bo  bad  accompa- 
'  nied  General  Greene  into  Jersey,  before  the  retreat 
of.  the  army,  on  the  M^ib  November,  at  the  head  of  & 
.small  puij  €f  riflemen  4uid  militia  attacked  a  mnch 
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isuperiour  force  of  Hessians  and  British  grenadiet^^ 
and  compelled  them  to  retreat.  The  Marqui!i>  was 
still  suffering  from  the  wound  which  he  had  received 
at  Brandy  wine ;  and  this  gallant  conduct  being  re- 
ported to  Congress,  they  resolved  to  give  him  the 
command  of  a  division.  <^    ,  ►  -  •  r/ 

While  the  detachment  from  the  northern  army, 
consisting  of  the  New  England  brigades,  were  at 
Vishkill  on  their  way  to  join  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  900  of  the  New  Hampshire  troops  refused  to 
cross  the  river  until  they  were  furnished  with  money 
and  breeches.  They  had  paraded  before  their  bar- 
racks under  arms,  with  a  determination  to  resist  the 
autliority  of  their  officers.  Captain  Beal  who  fear- 
lessly exerted  liimself  to  suppress  the  mutiny,  was 
mortally  wounded  ;  but  a  little  resolution  on  the  part 
of  the  officers  soon  silenced  the  mutineers,  who  join- 
ed their  companions,  and  continued  their  march.  ,  >>;  ' 

On  the  4th  of  December,  Sir  William  Howe  ad-, 
vanced  with  his  army  from  Philadelphia  towards 
White  Marsh,  with  a  view,  as  it  was  supposed,  of 
drawing  out  Washingtou  to  an  engagement.  The 
American  army  at  this  time  were  in  a  deplorable  con- 
dition, in  want  of  almost  every  thing  necessary  to 
their  comfort.  One  half  of  them  were  without  breech- 
es, shoes  and  stockings,  and  several  thousand  of 
them  were  without  blankets.    It  was  therefore  ex- 
tremely desirable  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  get 
them  as  soon  as  possible  into  winter  quarters.  While 
in  this  situation  the  enemy  appeared  on  Chesnut  Hill, 
within  three  miles  of  the  camp  at  White  Marsh. 
Here  tliey  remained  several  days,  making  occai^ional 
demonstrations  of  an  assault,  and  at  length,  changing 
their  ground  they  encamped  in  fi*ont  of  the  most  vul- 


neraUle  part  of  Washiugtoti's  po^^ition.  At  this  mo- 
ment a  general  engagement  was  de^ed  unavoida- 
ble; but  a&light  ekirmUh  with  the  treope  under 
Cornvvallis,  and  the  Vi^hi  troop§  on  our  left  was  all 
that  the  eriemy  attempted.  Washington's  account  of 
the  affair  is  thus  given  on  the  lOtb— ^  I  had  reasoiito 
expect  Howe  was  preparing  to  give  ns  a  general  aiv 
titin.  On  Friday  morning  his  troops  appeared  on 
Chcsuut  Hill ;  at  night  they  chi^iged  their  gmiiind^ 
On  Sunday  from  every  appearanca^  there  was  reason 
to  apprehend  an  action;  About  cninaet,  after  tariova 
niaixhes  and  counter  marches,  tliey  halted,  and  1  still 
^Ptfi^  ^y  woald  attack  us  in  the  night,  or  earlji^ 
the  next  ftiorning ;  but  in  thia  I  waa-  ^fisikb!^^ 
Monday  afternoon  they  filed  off,  and  ttarelied  tow#i^ 
Philadelphia.  Their  loss  in  skirmishius;  was  not  in- 
considerable. I  sincerely  m$h  they  had  mode,  an  air. 
tack  J  the  issue  would  in  all  probability^  have  bee« 
happy,  for  as  policy  forbad  our  quitting  OUT  postsfio 
attack  them/'  •  ' 

In  this  skirmish^  Migor  M^irris^  who  had  home  so 
conspicuous  a  part  in  the  dan^ra  and  glories  of  Mor- 
gan's rifle  regiment  in  the  north,  \>  as  mortally  wound*» 
ed.  His  death  was  deeply  deplored  by  ti^  whole 
>intty. 

It  is  probable  that  Sir  William  Howe  was  great- 
ly deceived  as  to  the  numbers  and  strength  of  Wash- 
ington, which  deterred  him  from  risking  a  general 
battle ;  but  though  Washingtonldmself  wished  it,  the 
destitute  condition  of  the  greater  part  of  .his  troops, 
would  have  placed  them  on  very  unequal  grounds^ 
notwithstanding  .the  strength  of  his  position,  with  the 
victorious^  well-elothed  troops  of  Sir .  William.  His 
not  giving  battle  was  attended  vrith  aa  much  advaii> 
tage  to  the  Americans,  as  if  he  had  met  with  a  par- 
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tial  defeat^  inainioh  mm  it  showed  hte  afinid  of  im 

strength^  aud  gave  to  our  troops  a  stronger  confidence, 
in  themselves.   Waa|aBgtoii  lumself  was  astonished 
alBirWUUaiii'aTOtmit^  wtdohifpi^  tM 
liavebeen  better  for  him  to  have  ^^iou^t  irttft#i(;t  9?^* 
than  thus  to  declare  his  iaabiliiy.''  ^  f 
Qujk^  iiik,  Waaia.i«toa^]iioved  with  his  aCrid^'to 
Bwodesford  $  1mm  in  bokiiig  dmi 
ble  spot  for  cstablishini;  his  winter  quarters,  he  select- 
ed Valley  Forg€^  about  six  teen  j{ii|ga  from  the  cem^ 
fcNrtable.  dify.  ^iiariim  cf.  hia^  and  Sn  tho 

niidat  of  the  richest  cmmtry  onPeiuiBjlvaHla*  Tiiis  spot 
possessed  every  advantage  which  nature  could  give  it, 
and  it  remained  only  fojr  the  Commander  in  Cliicf  to 
exert  his  cemprelieasive  mind,  in  adopting  tlie;  best 
neaos  of  sheltering  his  iteen  horn  the  weather.  The 
want  of  clothing  among  his  troops  was  so  urgent,  that 
he  here  for  th|^^i3sit|ieit  ijaade  use  of  the  powers  vest* 

fdi  HI       ]har.€eit9M^H^iiiUl^  io  the 

sMlcers  to  seise  whatever  they  could ^find  useful  to  the 
army ;  and  on  the  19th,  he  removed  to  Valley  Forge, 
^very  step  of  his  soldiers  markt^jliy  the  blood  of  their 
%dlMtiffM$t^  on  th6  frozen  gvmutd.  The  pUn  he  bad 
chosen  for  sheltering  them,  was  a  novel  experiment^ 
and  many  of  his  officers  at  first  regarded  it  as  ridic- 
uloits  and  chimerical ;  but  every  thing  :is  easy  to  pa? . 
tieiit  industry  and  fortitude,  in  a  short  time  the  men 
felled  the  trees  around  them,  and  erected  a  town  of 
huts,  in^  which,  if  they  did  not  enjoy  ali^  the  coii|fprt^ 
of  their  well  housed  adversaries^  they  were  at  least 
comfortably  sheltered  from  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather,  and  enured  to  the  hurdhhips  of  a  soldier's 
life.  Here  he  employed  the  winter  in  endeavouring. 
tf»  teach  hie  ioldiersi  diadj^ne^  and  to  guar^  th^. 

«  • 
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Against  the  effects  of  idleness  and  disease.  He 
^■eized  the  present  mimieiit  ta  have  hb  whole  IfiM^ 
Isocolated  for  ike  small  pot^  and  neariy  lialf  his 

troops  had  actually  gone  through  this  terrible  disease, 
before  his  enemy  knew  that  such,  a  scheme  was  in— 
tended.   He  was  hbnself  at  all  timed  pmeat  to  walcli 
enconrage  them;  and  with  the  vost  ^hnremitted 
attention  applied  himself  to  the  promotion  pf  their 
comfort  in  every  tluDg.  ; 
{  Now  it  was  that  the  change  in  ttie  Cemmissariat 
department  began  to  be'  severely  felt — ^the  soldiers 
were  sometimes  for  days  without  a  mouthful  of  bread; 
and  nothing  can  more  clearly  demonstrate  the  fitness 
of  Washington  for  hh  great  and  fesponsible  chai^ 
than  the  fact  of  his  beings  able  under  such  ciixum- 
stances  to  keep  his  army  together.    On  the  2Sd, 
fliere  was  bnt  one  purchasing  Commissary  in  his 
camp,  and  according  to  his  letter  of  that  date^  <*hB 
had  not  a  single  hoof  of  any  kind  to  slaughter,  and 
not  more  than  twenty-five  barrels  of  floui>  and 
coold  not  tell  where  to  expect  any.   The  present 
commissaries,  (he  continues)  are  by  no  means  equal 
to  the  execution  of  the  office,  or  the  disaflfcction  of  the 
the  people  is  past  all  belief.    The  change  in  that  de- 
partment to€^  place  coatraqr  to  my  judgment  and 
ihe  consequences  thereof  were  predicted.   No  man 
ever  had  his  measures  more  impeded  than  1  have,  by 
every  department  of  ihe  army.    Since  the  month  of 
Jnly>  we  have  had  no  assistance  (torn  the  Qjuarter 
Mastsir  General^  and  to  want  of  assistance  from  this  : 
department,  the  Commissary  General  charges  great 
part  of  his  deficiency.    We  have  by  a  field  return 
ibis  dayi  no  less  than  2S89B  men  in  camp  unfit  for  du* 
ty^  because  they  ite  barefooted  and  otherwise  naked. 
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Our  whole  streogth  in  continental  troo^s^  (including 
theJBasifBni  brigailes^  wliieii  have  joined  ns  since  the 
snrreiider^  Bnrgoyne)  exctaisiire  of  AeMaTyland 
troops  sent  to  Wilminj^ton,  is  no  more  than  8200  in 
canup  fit  for  duty,  ^'mce  the  iOi,  our  number  fit 
t&i^ough  hafdshipfly  partic«larly  on  account  of  Man- 
ketil^  (noinbect  hw  been^  and  still  ara  obliged  io  sH 
lip  all  night  by  fires  instead  of  taking  comfortable 
rest  in  a  common  way)  have  decreased  near  SOOO 
iiuMi.-^l^pflii  the  grbtind  of  safe^  and  polic^y  I  ani 
obliged  to'  conceal  the  trae  ttate  of  the  army  from 
publick  view,  and  thereby  expose  myself  to  detrac- 
tion and  calumny.  There  is  as  much  to  be  done  in 
preparing  for  a  campaign^  as  in  the  actiye  part  of  it«^^ 
It  is  hardly  credible,  and  yet  such  is  0ie  fact,  thai 
while  the  army  were  thus  suffering  for  every  article 
of  clothing)  packages  of  them  were  lying  at  various 
places  in  great  abundance ;  but  such  was  the  defisot 
of  management,  that  no  teams  or  means  of  hranspor- 
tatiou  could  be  procured^  to  carry  them  to  Valley. 
Forge-        '  "  '  J-  "'^^v-f.^'i  'J  z^''} 
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CHAPTER  V. 

•  Bpe«i$  of  1777  eataimmi^Piwedhigt  Gmgnstf^Besigna* 

Hm  of  the  PruSdent^Bairf  Lawnm  appointoi  FrmUentf^ 
Cobmd  IRtHttMNi  diitttwrt  a  messagt  to  ihngn$i  from  Qmb' 
nd  Qoieo^h  hnpotted  «  Brigadimr  0enenL^€kiiend  M^-* 
fiin  reMgng  ao  ffmrkr  JKnter  ChngfoLr^Board  of  war  ap' 
pointed,— Mr,  Silas  Deane  recalled. — General  Conwa y  appoi  nted 
Inspector  Qeneral^Discontent  of  the  officerB^Confused  state 
of  the  Jinanc€»^^Hicles  of  confederation. 

It  will  be  rerollerted  thai  Mr.  Peyton  Randolph^ 

•  who  kad  been  first  elected  President  of  Congress, 
wai  preveiited  from  accepting  thai  high  and  honour- 
bleoflce^  by  private  reasons,  which  obliged  him  for  a 
time  to  absent  himself  from  Congress.  It  has  been 
hinted  that  Mr.  Hancock  was  fixed  upon  as  his  sucn 
cessor^  not  so  mnch  for  his  talents  itnd  devotion  to  the 

•  '  cause  of  independence,  as  with  a  view  to  ensure  the 

fidelity  of  a  man  of  influence  and  fortune,  who  had 
OB  several  occasions  shown  a  disposition  to  regulate 
his  political  sentiments  by  the  relative  strength  of  the 
contending  parties*  He  was  elected,  under  the  gene- 
ral impression  that  this  gratification  of  his  love  of 
popnlarityy  would  fix  him  in  the  interests  of  Cdn-i 
gress;  but  it  was  also  hoped  and  expected^  that 
knowing  the  preference  of  that  body  for  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, delicacy  would  induce  him  to  resign  his  seat 
on  .the  return  of  that  gentleman  to  the  house.  In  this 
thejr  were  disappointed:  Mr.  Randolph  returned^ 
buf  Mr.  Hancock  showed  no  disposition  to  give  up 
the  honours  of  his  situation ;  and  for  the  first  year 
no  man  could  hav<^  acquitted  himself  with  more  satis- 
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faction  to  the  friends  of  liberty,  or  with  more  credit  ' 
to  himself.    The  subsequent  intrigues  of  the  royal- 
ists, particularly  of  the  New-York  junto,  as  it  wag 
called,  gained  him  over  in  a  great  measure  to  their 
cause,  and  he  was  found  upon  all  occasions  to  favour 
their  views  and  measures.    Finding  that  he  was  los- 
ing the  ground  which  he  had  so  long  held  in  the  pub- 
lick  estimation,  instead  of  retracing  his  steps  and  shak- 
ing off  the  connexion  which  was  rendering  him 
obnoxious  to  his  colleagues,  he  at  length  on  the  29th 
of  October  offered  his  resignation.    He  took  leave  of  , 
Congress  in  a  short  speech,  in  which  after  modestly 
avowing  his  consciousness,  that  his  abilities  had  not 
entitled  him  to  that  distinction,  he  proceeds  :  "  Every 
argument  conspired  to  make  me  exert  myself,  and  I 
endeavoured  by  industry  and  attention  to  make  up 
for  every  other  deflciency.    As  to  my  conduct  both  in 
and  out  of  Congress  in  the  execution  of  your  busi- 
siness,  it  is  improper  for  me  to  say  any  thing.  You 
are  the  best  judges.    But  I  think  I  shall  be  forgiven, 
if  I  say  I  have  spared  no  pains,  expense  or  labour, 
to  gratify  your  wishes,  and  to  accomplish  the  views 
of  Congress.    My  health  being  much  impaired,  I 
find  some  relaxation  absolutely  necessary,  after  such 
constant  application  ;  I  must  therefore  request  your 
indulgence  for  leave  of  absence  for  two  months.  Bat 
1  cannot  take  my  departure,  gentlemen,  without  ex- 
pressing my  thanks  for  the  civility  and  politeness  I 
have  experienced  from  you.   It  is  impossible  to  men- 
tion this  without  a  heartfelt  pleasure.  If  in  the  course 
of  so  long  a  period  as  I  have  had  the  honour  to  fill 
this  chair^  any  expression  may  have  dropped  from 
me,  that  may  have  given  the  least  offence  to  any  mem- 
ber^  as  it  was  not  intended,  so  I  hope  his  candour 
VOL.  II.  ^  i7 
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will  pass  ii  over.  May  every  happiness^  gentlemeo^ 
attend  yoa  both  ns  members  of  this  house  and  as  in> 

dividiials  ;  and  I  pray  lieaven  that  imaiiimity  and 
perseverance  may  go  hand  in  hand  in  litis  house  :  and 
that  every  thing  which  may  tend  to  distract  or  divide 
your  councils,  may  he  forever  banished." 

It  is  remarka!»le  that  this  speech  orcasi(»ned  almost 
as  much  debate  iu  Con^ress«  as  is  usual  in  the  ih  iti^k 
Parliament  on  a  notice  for  an  address  to  his  Majesty. 
A  resolution  was  passed  directing  the  Secretary  to 
wait  upon  the  President  and  ask  for  a  copy  of  his 
speech.  When  this  was  lianded  in^  an  answer  was 
proposed,  which  stirred  up  all  the  republican  blood 
of  the  faonse^  and  was  finally  rejected  as  degrading  to 
the  character  of  freemen.  A  resolution  was  then  mov- 
'  ed,  ^'iliai  it  is  improper  to  thank  an//  Pvpsident for 
the  diecharge  of  the  duties  of  that  ojfice^J^  Upon  this 
motion  the  States  were  equally  divided.  It  was  then 
moved  and  caiTied,  six  states  to  four,  ^<  That  the 
thanks  of  Congress  be  presented  to  John  Hancock, 
Isisq.  for  the  unremitted  attention  and  steady  impar- 
tiality which  he  has  manifested  in  the  discharge  of  the 
various  duties  of  his  oflBce  as  President,  since  his  elec- 
tion to  the  chair^  on  the  Mth  day  of  May,  177^.'' 
These  little  circumstances  serve  to  show  the  charac- 
ter of  the  times,  and  the  jealousy  of  our  steady  repub- 
lican fathers  of  every  thing  that  could  tend  to  lessen 
their  notions  of  iudependence. 

On  the  1st  of  November  Cone;!  ess  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  successor  to  Mr.  Hancock,  and  meule 
choice  of  Henry  Laurens,  Esq.  of  South  Carolina^  a 
.  gentleman  of  eminent  talents  and  of  undoubted  repub- 
lican principles. 
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Colonel  Wilkingon,  who  was  the  beajrer  of  despaicli- 
es  from  General  Gafos  to  Gongreia^  was  sent  for  by 

tbat  hotly  on  the  31st  of  October  ;  and  concluding  from 
various  questions  which  were  put  to  him  by  some  of 
the  members^  that  they  were  dispoaed  to  regard  the 
convention  of  Saratoga  in  a  light  nnikvonrable  to  Ge- 
neral Gates,  he  requested  time  to  arrange  the  paperi 
in  his  possession,  and  was  ordered  to  attend  them  again 
on  the  dd  of  November,  He  bad,  in  the  mean  tlme^ 
tinder  anthority  given  to  him  by  General  Gkitea^  and 
with  the  advice  of  the  General's  friends,  Samuel  Ad- 
ams and  James  Lovell,  prepared  the  following  me$' 
eage  from  General  Gates  :  I  have  it  in  charge  from 
Major  General  Gates  to  represent  to  the  honourable 
the  Congress,  that  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne,  at 
the  time  he  capitulated,  was  strongly  intrenched  in  a 
formidable  post,  with  twelve  dajs'  provision :  that  the 
reduction  of  Fort  Montgomery,  and  the  enemy's  con- 
secjuent  progress  up  the  Hudson  river,  endangered 
our  arsenal  at  Albany;  a  rejection  which  left  Gene- 
ral Gates  no  time  to  contest  the  capitulation  with  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne,  but  induced  the  necessity  of  immedi- 
ately closing  with  Iii»  proposal,  hazarding  a  disad- 
vantageous attack^  or  retiring  from  his  position  for  the 
securify  of  our  mi%azine.  TUs  delicate  situation 
abridged  our  conquest,  and  piiicured  LiiButenant  Ge- 
neral Buri^oyne  the  terms  he  enjoys.  Had  our  attack, 
been  carried  against  General  Burgoyne,  the  dismem? 
behnent  of  our  army  must  necessarily  have  been  such  * 
as  would  have  incapacitated  it  for  further  action. 
With  an  army  in  health,  vigour  and  spirits.  Major 
General  Gates  now  waits  the  commands  of  the  hon-* 
onrable  Congress 
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Along  with  this  message  Colonel  Wilkinson  laid 
before  Congress  sundry  papers  relative  to  the  conven- 
tknijt  most  of  which  have  already  been  given  to  the 
leader.  All  these  papers  it  appeared,  had  some  how 
or  other  made  their  way  not  only  to  Congress  hnt  to 
the  army  under  the  Commander  in  Chief,  some  time 
before  they  were  offidally  communicated  i  and  it  had 
been  asserted  by  many  that  the  terms  allowed  to  Bnr« 
goyne  were  more  favourable  than  the  great  superiori- 
ty of  General  Gates  would  justify.  Arnold  was  sus- 
pected of  being  at  the  bottom  of  the  romnnrs  to  the 
prejudice  of  General  Oati^s,  and  no  doobt  with  some 
truth.  Whether  the  statement  of  Colonel  Wilkinson 
really  satisfied  the  doubts  of  GoiigresSy  and  removed 
dieir  iinfavonrable  impressions  or  not,  fliey  at  least 
.  appeared  to  be  satisfied,  and  voted  that  a  gold  medal 
should  be  struck  in  commemmoration  of  the  convene 
tkm  and  presented  to  General  Gates.  They  at  the 
tome  time  voted  thetr^hanks  to  Gates,  Lineoln,  and 
Arnold^  the  latU  r  of  whom,  from  what  has  been  seen,! 
was  to  say  the  least,  but  doubtfully  entitled  to  them* 
Oil  the  6th,  they  rewarded  .Golonel  Wilkinson  with 
the  brevet  of  a  Brigadier  General. 

Major  General  Mifflin  had,  on  the  8th  of  October, 
in  consequence  of  the  impaired  stAte  of  his  health,  re- 
quested permission  >  to  reslgia  both  his  appointmenta 
of  Major  General,  and  Qifarter  Master  Genenfl.  No 
notice  was  taken  of  his  letter  until  the  7th  of  No vem- 

•  her,  when  it  was  "  Resolved,  that  Major  General  Mit- 
fin's  resignation  of  the  dSce  of  (garter  Master  Gene^ 

'  ral  be  accepted,  hot  that  Ms  rank  and  eommission  of 
Major  General  be  continued  to  him,  without  the  pay 
annexed  to  that  office,  until  farther  mrder.  of  Oon-. 
gp«ss.'' 


Digitized  by  Google 


Ob  die       is  |mrmiibice  oP  a  veMllittbii  tmiii^iil  \ 

before  laid  before  Congress,  they  proceeded  to  the 
establishment  of  a  board  of  War,  consisting  of  Major 
Ottieral  Gate,  ftfl  Prmdeoly  JMajor 
Colonel  Timothy  Ptdtmngy  Colonel  Joeeph  Tmii- 
bally  and  Richard  Peters,  Esq.  and  granting  permis- 
sion to  General  Oaies  to  officiate  at  the  board  or  in 
the  teld^  as  occasioHiciiughl  jreqt^  To  this  board, 
£rig;adier  General  Wilkinson  was  made  Secretary. 

The  conduct  of  Mr.  Silas  Deanc,  one  of  the  com- 
nussioiiers'io  the  Coi^^||<J£raimf  had  on  nany  oc; 
easions  been  soch  as  to  erate  the  reseBtment  of  Con**  : 
gress.  His  unauthorised  contracts  with  individuals 
of  France,  had  more  than  once  led  them  into  conaide-  ' 
rable  embarrassment,  and  it  now  became  necessary  to 
the  support  of  their  anthoriijy  that  be  shonld  be  recall- 
ed.  At  the  time  that  Monsieur  ilu  Ctmilray  had  pre- 
sented himself  before  Congress,  claiming  appointments 
for  himself  and^j^^^iithersy  under  the  at^latiuns  oi 
Mr.  Deane,  a  motion  waa  mdide  tm  his  recall,  whiph 
did  not  prevail.  In  September  another  motion  to  the 
same  effect,  bottomed  upon  a  report  of  the  committee 
of  foreign  affiurs,  was  introduced;  but  the  terms  of  it 
being  considered  as  too  Harsh,  another  was  substitot- 
ed  on  the  21st  of  Novembei-,  in  the  following  words — 
^  Resolved,  that  Silas  Deaue  £s(|.  be  recalled  from 
the  Coort  of  France,  and  that  the  oonmitt^  of  foreign 
affairs  be  directed  to  take  proper  measures  for  speedi- 
ly communicating  the  pleasure  of  Congress  herein  to 
Mr*  Deane  and  the  other  Commissioners  of  ih%  Uni* 
led  States  at  the  Court  of  Vkniice.''«-4>n  the  S/th, 
John  Adams  was  choscu  to  supply  his  place. 

A  hlameable  tenderness  for  the  reputation  oi  Mr. 
Beane^  and  a  want  of  prqier  respect  to  themselves, 
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.  produced  a  trifling  oii  tliissiibject^unworthy  of  the  re- 

;presentatives  of  im  independent  people.  The  naked . 
recall  of  Mr.  Deane,  as  above  recorded,  was  on  the 
iBth  of  December  softened  down  into  the  followinj^  re- 
solution. Whereas  it  is  of  the  greatest  iiuportaucei 
that  Congress  shonld  at  this  critical  cenjonctnrey  be 
well  ivformed  of  the  $tate  o  f  affaita  in  Europe  ;  and 
'  whereas  Congress  have  resolved  that  the  hon.  Silas 
Be&ne  fisq.  be  recalled  from  the  Court  of  France^  and 
bave  appointed  another  Commissioner  ta  supply  bis 
place  tiiere :  Ordered,  that  tbe  committee  forr  foreign  . 
affairs  write  to  the  hon.  Silas  Deane  Esq.  and  direct 
bim  to  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  returning  to  ' 

'  AlBi^rii^  and  npon  his  arrival  to  repair  with  all  pos* 
4ibl^  despatch  to  Congress."  Thns  thej  endeavonr-; 
ed  to  make  it  appear,  that  Mr.  Deane  was  brought 
borne  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  correct  i^formor 
Hon  of  the  state  of  af&irs  in-Bufope.  * 

On  tbe  13tb  of  Deoember  General  Conway,  w  ho 
had  been  for  some  time  urging  to  Congress  the  pro- 
priety of  appointing  inspectors  of  the  army,  was  made 
Inspector  General,  wiih  the  rank  of  Major  General  in 
the  aiiny.  This  unexpected  promotion  gave  great 
and  general  offence  to  the  officers  of  the  army,  all  the 
Brigadiers  of  which  temfmairated  against  it  in  strong 
^  terms.'  They  accused  him  of  originating  an  intrigue 
to  remove  Washington  from  the  command.  This  ac- 
cusation was  founded,  upon  some  expressions  which 
Conway  had  used  in  #  letjter  to  General  Gates,  refect- 
ing on  the  conduct  of  the  Commander  in  Obief,  and 
a  copy  of  which  had  by  some  unknown  means  been 

'Communicated  to  the^  army.   Conway  was  an  old  man 

and  i^n  old  soldier,  smfficiently  vain  to  think  Umself 
better  qoaltfted  than  any  qlher  person  to  mana^  the 
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affairs -of  the  aroiy^  but  it  is  hardly  probable  lie  had 

any  hope  or  (k  sigii  to  effect  a  removal  of  Washing- 
ion,  by  rejecting  on  what  he  considered  the  weakne^t 
of  his  measures.  Whatever  were  his  ioteatioiiSy  how- 
ever^  it  is  plaio  from  the  universale  clamoar  which  his 
appointment  created,  that  he'could  have  found  but  few 
pemus  to  second  his  views.  v 

The  great  and  growing  depreciation  of  the  pap^r 
currenqrof  the  United  States,  b^an  now  to  be  most 
sexiously  felt.  The  Congress  were  unable  to  procQie 
themo^t  Diecessaiy  articles  for  the  army  without  an 
advance  of  from  a  thousand  to  eighteen  hundred  per 
csaf.  on  the  nominal  amoont  of  their  bills  ;  and  so  low 
was  the  publick  credit,  that  no  purchases  could  be 
made  without  the  cash  advance.  In  this  sitnation  thej 
instmeted  their  Commissioners  at  the  foreign  coorts  to 
endeavonr  to  obtain  a  loan  of  two  millions  sterling,  on 
the  pledge  of  the  ^ ^  faith  of  the  thirteen  V  ni|ed  SUtes  j'f 
and  were  compelto^ili  the  mean  time  to  recommenj^' 
to  the  Le^slatnr^s  of  the  several  States  the  enaction  - 
of  laws  anthorising  the  seizure  of  goods  which  they 
were  unable  to  purchase  on  the  terms  demanded  by  th^ 
holders.  .  This  was  a  high  handed  measnre,  but  per- 
haps the  only  remedy  for  the  desperate  drenmstaqees 
of  the  country. 

On  the  15th  of  November  Congress  adopted  the 
Articles  of  Confederation  which  had  been  reported  oa 
the  i«th  of  Jbly,  1776,  as  fbllows : 

Articlen  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  be- 
tween the  States  of  New^  Hampshire,  Massachusetts* 
Bay,  Bhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Codt 
necticnty  New  Tork^  New  Jersey,  Penney  Ivania,  De- 
laware, Maryland,  Virginia,  ^orth  Carolina,  jSootk 
Carolina  and  Georgia. 
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<^  Article  1.  The  style  of  this  confederacy  shall  be 
The  United  8taJte$  AmerieaJ^ 
Article  %.  Each  stale  retains  its  soveteigDtyy  ftm* 

dom,  and  independence,  and  every  power,  jurisdiction 
and  right^  which  \%  not  by  ibis  confederation  6arpre«tf- 
If  delegated  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  aaaem* 
Ued. 

Article  3.  The  said  States  hereby  severally  enter 
into  a  firm  league  of  friendship  with  each  other,  for 
their  common  defence,  the  security  of  ibeir  liberties 
and  their  mntnal  sftd  general  weUhre :  Unding  them- 
selves to  assist  each  other  against  all  force  otlVrcd  to, 
or  attacks  made  upon  them  or  any  of  them,  on  account 
of  religion^  sovere^ty,  trade,  or  any  other  preteooe 
whatever. 

Article  4.  The  better  to  secure  and  perpetuate  mu- 
tual friendship  and  intercourse  among  the  people  of 
Mie  different  States  in  this  onion,  tlie  free  inhabitaiits 
of  each  of  these  Stat^  (paupers,  vagabonds  and  fugi- 
tives from  justice  excepted)  shall  be  entitled  to  all  pri- 
vileges and  immunities  of  free  citizens  in  the  several 
Btates,  and  the  people  of  eaoh^teahaU  haTefireein* 
gress  and  egress  to  and  from  any  other  State,  and 
lhall  ^njoy  therein  all  the  privileges  of  trade  and  com- 
merce, snbject  ta  the  same  duties,  impositaona  and  re- 
strictions as  the  InhabitaAts  thereof  respectively,  pro- 
vided that  such  restrictions  shall  not  extend  so  far  as 
to  prevent  the  removal  of  property  imported  iutoauy 
$tate  to  KUf  other  l^te,  of  which  the  ow^er  is  an  in- 
liabitant :  provided  alio,  that  no  imposition,  duties  or 
restriction  shall  be  laid  by  any  state  on  the  property 
of  the  United  States  or  either  of  them. 
-  If  any  person  goHty  of  or  charged  with  treason, 
felony  or  other  high  misde|nea]io«riaaaiy  4tt»te,  shall 


.  fee  from  justice  aad  be  looiid  in  afly  of  the  Uiiite4 
States,  he  shall  upon  demand  of  the  Oovernour  or 

executive  jiower  of  the  State  from  which  he  fled,  be 
delivered  up  and  renioved  to  tbe  State  having  juris- 
diction of  bb  offence* 

Full  faitli  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  of  these 
States  to  the  records,  acts,  and  judicial  proceedings  of 
the  courts  and  magistrates  of  every  other  State* 
'  Article  0*  For  the  morecouvenieot  management  of 
the  general  interests  of  the  United  States,  delegates 
shall  be  annually  appointed  in  such  manner  as  the 
Legislature  of  each  State  shall  direct,  to  meet  in  Con* 
gress  on  tlie  first  Monday  in  November  in  every  year, 
with  a  power  reserved  to  each  State  to  recall  its  dele- 
gates,  or  any  of  them,  at  any  tiuio  >\  ithin  the  year^ 
and  to  send  others  in  their  ^tead^  for  th^  remainder 
of  the  year. 

^«  State  shall  be  represented  in  Congress  1)y  less 
than  two,  nor  by  more  than  seven  members  ;  and  no 
person  shall  be  capable  of  beiog  a  delegate  for  more . 
than  three  years  in  any  term  of  six  years ;  nor  shall 
any  person  being  a  dele^^ate  he  capable  of  holdins;any 
office  under  the  United  States,  fur  which  he.  or  any 
other  for  hia  lienefit,  receives  any  salary,  fees,  oremo* 
lument  of  any  kind. 

Each  State  shall  maintain  its  own  delegates  in  any 
meeting  of  the  States,  and  while  ihey  act  as  members 
of  the  Committees  of  the  States. 

In  determining  questions  in  the  United  States  hi 
Congress  assembled,  each  State  shall  have  one  vote. 

Freedom  of  speech  and  debate  in  Congress  shall 
not  be  impeached  or  qnestioaed  in  any  court  or  place 
out  of  Congress;  aud  the  members  of  Congress  shall 
be  protected  in  their  persons  from  arrests  auii  iiupris* 
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Bdiinieiitt  duriog  the  tim  of  their  going  to  and  froU  . 
and  attendance  on  Congress^  except  for  treason^  felo« 
liy,  or  breach  of  the  peace. 

Article  6.  No  State^-  withoat  the  consent  of  the 
United  States  in  Oongress  asseiabled,  shall  send  any 
embassy  to,  or  receive  any  cm])assy  from,  or  enter  in- 
to any  conference^  agreement,  alliance  or  treaty  with 
any  King,  Prince,  or  State  |  itor  shall  any  pelrsoil 
.  holding  any  office  of  profit  ortmst  nnderthe  United 
States,  or  any  of  tliem,  accept  of  an  v  present,  emolu- 
ment^ office  or  title  of  any  kind  i^  liatever  from  any 
.  Ungy  prince  or  foreign  state  f  nor  shall  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled^  or  any  of  them^  grant 
any  title  of  nobility. 

No  two  or  more  States  shall  enter  into  any  treaty, 
confederation  or  alliance  whatever  between  them, 
without  the  consent  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  specifying  accurately  the  purposes  for 
which  the  same-is  to  be  entered  into>  and  how  long  it 
shall  continue. 

No  State  shall  lay  any  imports  or  duties,  which 
may  interfere  with  any  stipulations  in  treaties  enter- 
ed into  by  the  United  Stales  in  Congress  assembled, 
with  any  king,  prince  or  state,  in  parsfnance  of  any 
treaties  already  proposed  by  Congress  to  the  courts 
of  France  and  Spain. 

No  vessels  of  war  shsll  be  keptnpin  tameof  peace 
^  by  any  State^  except  sneh  number  only  as  shall  be 
,  deemed  necessary  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  for  the  defence  of  such  State  or  its  trade; 
.  Bor  shaU  any  b^dy  of  forces  be  kept  np  by  any  state, 
Itt^time  of  peace,  except  such  number  only  as,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, shall  be  deemed  requisite  to  §arrison  the  forti 
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necessary  for  the.  defeace  of  such  State  ;  but  every 
State  shall  always  keep  up  a  well  regulated  aud  dia* 
dplioed  miliiuif  sttfficieiidy  aimed  and  accouteredi 
Hud  shall  provide  and  have  constantly  ready  for  us^ei  . 
io  publick  stores,  a  due  number  of  field  pieces  and 
tentsy  and  a  proper  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition  and 
camp  equipage.  , 

No  State  shall  ens^a^e  in  any  war  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled|  uut 
lma;a|ict|  State  shall  be  actually  inviuled  by  entmitoa^  . 
olh  dlddl.  Bave  i^irtain  advice  of  a  reaolutloii  beiogf 
fotmed  by  some  nation  of  ludlaus  to  invade  such 
Btate^  and  the  danger  is  so  imminent  as  not  to  admit 
of  a  d^lay  till  the  United  States  in  Oongvest  assem- 
bled can  be  consulted :  nor  sfcall  any  stale  grant  com- 
missions to  any  ships  or  vessel  of  war,  nor  letters  of 
marqus^And  reprisal,  except  it  be  after  a  declaration 
of  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled^ 
ind'  ttien  only  against  the  kingdotti  or  state,  and  the 
suhjpcts  thereof,  against  which  war  has  been  so  de- 
clared, and  under  such  regulations  as  shall  be  ^* 
tiUilished  by  tbe  United  States  in 'Congress  ttssem* 
bled,  until  such  state  be  invested  by  pirates,  in  which 
case  vessels  of  war  may  be  fitted  out  for  that  occa- 
sion^  and  kept  so  long  as  tiie  danger  phall  conti^tte^ 
or  until  the  United  States  in  Oongross  .asaeii|l>led^ 

shall  determine  otherwise. 

Article  7.  When  land  forces  are  rwed  by  anj 
State  fw  the  common  defeace,*  all  oilcers  o^  or  under  ' 
tbe  rank  of  Colonel  diell  be  appointed  by  tho  legist, 
lata  re  of  each  State  respectively,  by  whom  such 
forces  shall  be  raised^  or  in  such  manner  as  such  . 
Statesball  direct;  and  all  vacmcies  shall  bo  iUed 
opby  the  State  which  ftnit  mado  the  appidntmettt* 
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Article  8.  All  charges  of  war  and  all  other  ex- 
penaes  that  shall  be  incurred  for  the  common  defenca 
or  geueml  welfm^  and  allowed  by  the  United  States 
in  Cons;ress  assembled,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a 
common  treasury,  which  shall  be  snpplied  by  the 
several  States  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  all.  land 
within  each  Btate^  granted  to  or  surveyed  for  mj  . 
person,  as  such  land,  and  the  building  and  improve- 
ipents  thereon  siiali  be  estimaied^  according  to  such 
Wide  ss  the  United  States  in  Congress  asseoibliBdy 
sjiall  from  time  to  time  direct  and  a|ipoint. 

The  taxes  for  payin,^  ihal  proportion^  shall  be  laid 
and  levied  by  the  authority  and  direction  of  tbe.legis- 
latares  of  the  several  States  within  the  time  agi:^ 
upon  by  the  United  States  in  Oongress  assembled. 

Article  9.  The  United  Slates  shall  have  tbe  sole 
apd  exclusive  right  and  power  .of  deterniining  on 
peace  and  war^  except  in  the  csiies  mentioned  in  the 
sixth  article-^rof  'sending  and  reoeiving  amiMMsadors 
•-—enierin,:;  into  treaties  and  alliances,  provided  tbat 
no  treaty  of  commerce  sliaU  he  made  whereliy  the  le- 
gislative power  of  the  respective  States  shall  be  ire« 
strained  from  imposing  snch  imposte  and  dnttes  on 
fdreii^uors  as  tln^ir  own  people  are  subjected  to,  or 
from  prohibiting. the  exportation  or  importation  of  any 
species  of  goods  or  commodities  whatsoever— of  es* 

.tablishin^  rules  for  deciding  in  all  cases,  what  cap- 
tores  on  land  or  water  sball  be  legal,  and  in  what 
manuer  prizes  taken  by  laud  or  naval  forces  i|i  the 
oerviceof  the  United  Stated  shall  be  divided  or  ap- 
propriatedr^f  granting  letters  of  IIlarc|^e  and  repri- 

•  sal  in  time  of  peace — appointing  courts  for  the  trial  of 
piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  ihe  high  seas,  and 
estsblishing  cfmitu  tot  t^wf  tltA  determining 
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fiually^  appeals  in  all  cases  of  captures^  provided 
fliat  no  memkerof  CoBgresa  aliaU  be  appointed  jndga 
of  .any  of  the  said  courts. 

The  United  Btates  in  Congress  assembled^  shall 
also  be  the  last  resort  on  appeal  in .  all  diaputaa  and  * 
diftfenoes  now  snbaistingy  or  thai  hereafter  may  arise 
between  two  or  more  states  concerning  boundary  ju- 
risdiction, or  any  other  .ca,us6  ,whate%'er ;  which  au- 
thority shall  always  be  exerciaed  in  the  manner  fid- 
lowing  :  whenever  the  *tesifilaliTe  or  execntiTe  avtho* 
rity,  or  lawful  agent  of  any  state  in  controversy  with 
another^  shidl  present  a  petiiioa  to  Congress^  stating 
the  matter  in  qoestiony  and  praying  for  a  hearings  nb^. 
tice  thereof  siiaH  be  given  by  order  of  Congress  to 
the  legislative  or  executive  authority  of  the  other 
State  in  controversy^  and  a  day  assigned  for  the  ap<t 
pearaoce  itf  the  parties  by  their  iawfnl  agents>  who 
•hall  then  be  directed  to  appoint  by  joint '  consent^ 
commissioners  or  judges  to  constitute  a  court  forbear- 
ing and  determioing  the  matter  in  question ;  but  if 


sons  oot  of  each  State  of  (he  United  States^  and  firom 

the  list  of  sufli  persons  each  party  shall  alternately 
strike  out  one,  the  petitioners  beginning,  ontil  the . 
'nnmber  shall  be  reduced  to.thirtben^;  and  from  that 
number  not  less  than  seven,  nor  more  than  nine 
names,  as  Congress  shall  direct,  shall  in  tlie  pre- 
sence of  Congress  be  drawn  ont  by  lot$  and.  the  per- 
sons whose  names  shaU  be  so  drawoy  oc  any  five  of 
them^  shall  be  commissioners  or  judges  to  hear  and 
finally  determine  the  controversy,  so  always  as  a  ma* 
jdr  part  of  the  judges,  who  shall  hear  ^e  capse^  shall 
agree  in  the  determination ;  and  if  either  party  ski^n  * 
neglect  to  attend  ai  the  day  appointed^  without  stiQW* 
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ins;  reasons  which  Congress  shall  judge  sufficient^  or 
being  present,  shall  refuse  to  strike,  the  Congress 
shall  proceed  to  nominate  three  persons  out  of  each 
state,  and  tlic  secretary  of  Congress  shall  strike  in 
behalf  of  such  party  absent  or  refusing ;  and  the 
.  judgment  and  sentence  of  the  court  to  be  appointed^ 
in  the  manner  before  prescribed,  shall  be  final  and 
conclusiv  e ;  and  if  any  of  the  parties  shall  refuse  to 
submit  to  the  authority  of  suchcourt^  or  to  appear  or 
defend  their  claim  or  cause,  the  court  shall  neverthe- 
less proceed  to  j)ronounce  sentence  or  judgment,  which 
shall  in  like  manner  be  iiaal  and  decisive:  the  judg-  . 
mentor  sentence  and  other  proceedings  being  in  eith* 
er  case  transmitted  to  Congress,  and  lodged  among 
the  acts  of  Congress  for  the  security  of  the  parties 
'  concerned  ;  provided  tliat  every  commissioner  before 
he  sits  in  judgment,  shall  take  an  oath  to  be  admin- 
istered by  one  of  tiie  judges  of  the  supreme  or  supe- 
riour  court  of  the  state,  where  the  cause  shall  be  tried, 
^  Well  and  truly  to  determine  the  matter  in  question^ 
according  to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  u  illiout  favour, 
affection,  or  hope  of  reward     provided  also,  that  no 
State  shall  be  deprived  of  territory  fur  the  benefit  of. 
the  United  States,  f.. 

All  controversies  concerning  the  private  right  of 
soil  claimed  under  different  grants  of  two  or  more 
States  whose  jurisdictions  as  they  may  respect  such 
lands,  and  the  States  which  passed  such  grants,  and 
adjusted  the  said  grants,  or  either  of  them  being  at 
the  same  time  claimed  to  have  originated  antecedent 
to  such  settlement  of  jurisdiction,  shall  on  the  peti- 
tion of  either  party  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  be  finally  determined  as  near  as  may  be  in 
the  same  manner  as  is  before  prescribed  for  deciding 
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disputes  re9|>ectiiig  terrUprUl  jatitdictioa  belwMi 
difliBteiit  Biates. 
The  United  States  inOongrera  assembled^  ihall 

have  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  power  of  regu- 
lating the  altoy  and  value  of  coin  struck  by  their  own 
anthorily,  or  by  that  the  respective  States— fixing 
thb  standard  of  weights  and  mcas  ires  throughout 
the  United  States — regulating  the  trade,  and  manag- 
ing all  affiiira  with  tlie  Indians  not  members  of  any  ' 
of  the  states ;  provided  that  the  l^slative^  right  of 
any  State  w  ithin  its  own  limits  be  not  infringed  or  vi- 
olated— establishing  and  regulating  post-offices  from 
one  State  to  another  throughout  all  the  United 
Btatesy  and  exacting  such  postage  on  the  papere 
passing  through  the  same  as  may  be  requisite  to  de- 
fray the  cxpences  of  the  said  office — appointing  all 
officers  of  the  land  forces  iu  the  service  of  the  Uni* 
tedStatesy  excepting  regimentaroAc^rs^appmntiiq; 
all  the  officers,  and  commissioning  all  officers  what- 
ever, in  the  service  of  the  United  States — making 
rhles  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the  faid 
land  and'naval  forces,  and  directing  their  openlkta. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall 
have  authority  to  appoint  a  committee  to  sit  in  the  re- 
cess of  Congress,  to  be  denominated  ^  a  committee  af 
the  SiateSf^^  and  to  consist  x>f  one  delegate  from'eaek 
state,  and  to  appoint  such  other  committees  and  ^ivil 
officers  as  may  be  necessary  for  managing  the  gene^ 
ral  affairs  of  the  United  States  under  tiieir  dir^on 
to  appoint  one  of  their  number  to  preside,  provided 
that  no  person  be  allowed  to  serve  in  the  office  of 
President  more  than  one  year  in  any  term  of  three 
years— to  asoerlmin  the  necessary  smns  <tf  money  lo 
be  raised  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  aod  to, 
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appropriate  and  apply  the  aame  for  defraying  the  pub- 
lick  expenc^s — to^drrow  money' iir  emit  bills  on  tfa^  ' 
credit  of  the  United  States^  transmitting  eyerj  half  ' 
year  to  the  respective  States  an  account  of  the  sums 
of  money  so  borrowed  <Hr  emitted — to  build  and  equip  J 
%  navy — to  iigree  upon  the  numbw  of  land-  forces^ 
and  to  make  reqniiiitionii  from  each  stateHfoi^  its  qnola, 

'  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  in 
such  State ;  which  requisitions  shall  be  bindings  and 
'thereupon  the  legislature  of  each  SMe^hdl  appoint 
the '  regimental  <yffloera,  raise  the  men/ and  dothe^^ 
arm  and  equip  them  in  a  soldier-like  manner^  at  the 
.  expence  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  officers  and 
ihen%4i^^tbedy  itfi^^m^  equipped^  sliall  marehto 
the  place  appointed^  and  within  the  time  agreed  on  by 

*  the  United  States  in  Compress  assembled  :  but  if  the 
Uhited  States  in  Congress  assembled^  shall  on  con- 
iHeritthMi^'iff  drcnmstances^  judge  proper  that  any 
State  should  noi  raise  men^  or  should  raise  a  smaller 
number  than  its  quota^  and  that  any  other  State 

^  should  raise  a  greater  number  of  men  than  the  quo- 
ta thereof  such  extra  number  shall  be  raised^  ofBcer-' 
ed;  clothed,  armed  and  equipped  iu  the  same  manner 
as  the  quota  of  such  state,  unless  the  legislature  of 
inch  :State  shall  judge  that  such  «xtia  number  catf- 

-  not  be  safely  spamd  out  of  the  same,  in  which  case 
they  shall  raise,  officer,  clotlie,  arm  and  equip  as 
many  of  such  extra  number  as  they  judge  can  be 
safely  spared*   And  the  offlcers  aifd  men  so  dethed^ 

, 'araied  and  equipped,  shall  msirch  to  the  place  ap- 
"  ;  pointed,  and  within  the  time  agreed  on  by  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled. 
^;^The  United  Stales  in  Congress  assembled,  shall 

-iUtt^  engage  in  a  war^  nor  grant  kfclimi  of  marqna 
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and  reprisal  ia  time  of  peace,  nor  enter  into  any  trea- 
ties or  alliances,  nor  coin  money,  nor  regulate  the  va- 
lue  thereof,  nor  ascertain  the  sums  and  expenses  ne- 
cessary for  the  defence  and  welfare  of  the  United 
States  or  any  of  them,  nor  emit  bills,  nor  borrow  mo- 
ney on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  nor  appropri- 
ate money,  nor  agree  upon  the  number  of  vessels  of 
war  to  be  built  or  purchased,  or  the  number  of  land 
or  sea  forces  to  be  raised,  nor  appoint  a  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  army  or  navy,  unless  nine  States  as- 
sent to  the  same ;  nor  shall  a  question  on  any  other 
point,  except  for  adjourning  from  day  to  day,  be  de-  ♦ 
termined  unless  by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  have  pow- 
er to  adjourn  to  any  time  within  the  year,  and  to  any  ^ 
place  within  the  United  States,  so  that  no  period  of  '  • 
adjournment  be  for  a  longer  duration  than  the  space  . 
of  six  months,  and  shall  publish  the  journal  of  their 
proceedings  monthly,  except  such  parts  thereof  rela- 
ting to  treaties,  alliances,  or  military  operations,  as  * 
in  their  judgment  require  secresy;  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  of  the  delegates  of  each  State  on  any  ques- 
tion, shall  be  entered  on  the  journal,  when  it  is  de-  > 
sired  by  any  delegate,  and  the  delegates  of  a  Statie, 
or  any  of  them,  at  his  or  their  request,  shall  be  fur-  • 
nished  with  a  transcript  of  the  said  journal,  except  • 
such  parts  as  are  above  excepted,  to  lay  before  thcJ^e- 
gislatures  of  the  several  States. 

.  Article  10.  The  committee  of  the  States,  or  any 
nine  of  them,  shall  be  authorised  to  execute,  in  the  re- 
cess of  Congress,  such  of  the  powers  of  Congress  as 
the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  by  the  . 
consent  of  nine  States,  shall  from  time  to  time  think 
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Events  uf  \777  continued — *March  of  Bnr^ni/ne'^  troops — His  re- 
ception by  General  Schuyler  ^Conduct  of  his  troops  on  the 
march. — Their  reception  at  Cambridge. — General  Burgoyne. 
complains  that  the  publickfakh  is  broken4 — Congress  resolve  to 
delay  the  embarkation  of  the  troops^Con'esporttlence  between  '  < 
Washington  and  Howe  on  the  subject  of  prisonersj'-^Reportqf 
the  Board  of  War  thereon^Conduct  of  a  party  of  the  enemy 
under  CmpUan  Emmeriek^^ConUmpltUed  expedition  of  Gene' 
ral  Spencer  agetinst  ^ewport'^'Sovoge  inroads  on  the  western 
frontieTSt'-''^roceedingsofCongre9B-^OeneTalI^^ 
expedition  against  Lake  OeorgB  mid  THconderogai  <S^iyriie 
i^QenmdSLCiair^EMnpnif  given  to  ifnk^^ 

• 

Thb  delicacy  which  General  CMes  evinced  towards 
the  unfortonate  British  commander^  at  the  convention 
of  Saratoga,  was  such  as  to  lighten  the  sQnse  of  de- 
gradation which  such  a  reverse  of  fortune  was  well 
calculated  to  inspire  in  a  proad  and  haughty  foe^  and 
such  as  to  do  honour  to  the  feelings  of  an  Ameikfln  vic^ 
tor.    So  scrupulous  was  General  Gates  to  exact  no- 
thing which  should  unnecessarily  wound  the  military 
pride  of  his  adversary^  that  he  would  not  permit  his 
troops  to  witness  the  novfeland  humiliating  ceremony 
which  the  terms  of  the  convention  imposed  upon  the  * 
captored  army,  of  piling  their  arms :  nor  did  he  suffer ,  .    v  ; 
them  to  entor  their  forsaken  entrenchments.'  until  th&  ' 
disarmed  prisoners  were  no  longer  in  sight  to  witness 
the  triumph.  Thousands  of  Americans  lined  the  hills 
as  the  British  troops  crossed  the  river,  but  to  their 
tmniortal  honour,  not  a  man  seennd  by  look  or  giDst* 
ure  to  insult  their  fallen  state. 
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General  Burgoyne  himself,  on  the  day  the  conven- 
tion was  signed,  was  introduced  to  his  conquerour. 
"  The  fortune  of  war,  General  Gates,  (said  he)  has 
made  me  your  prisoner.^'  General  Gates,  with  a  po- 
liteness intended  at  once  to  place  his  prisoner  at  ease 
with  himself,  replied,  I  shall  always  be  ready  to 
bear  testimony  that  2^  has  not  been  through  any  fault 
of  your  Excellency/^  The  generals  dined  and  spent 
the  day  together  in  all  the  familiarity  of  equal  and 
long  acquaintance.  In  a  day  or  two  after  this,  Bur- 
goyne with  several  of  his  Generals  visited  Albany, 
where  they  were  received  by  General  Schuyler ^  whose 
elegant  house  the  former  had  reduced  to  ashes.  Struck 
with  the  kindness  of  his  reception,  and  perhaps  a  lit- 
tle ashamed  of  the  devastations  he  had  committed  or 
authorised,  Burgoyne  said  to  him,  ^^You  show  me 
great  kindness,  although  I  have  done  you  much  inju- 
ry"— "  That  was  the  fate  of  war,''  said  this  Ameri- 
can, let  U8  say  no  more  about  itJ^  These  little  anec- 
dotes are  worth  volumes  of  eulogy  on  the  American 
character.  They  speak  the  simple  truth,  and  speak 
io  the  hearts  of  their  enemies. 

How  different  from  this  was  the  spirit  which  actua- 
ted the  British  soldiers.  Their  march  from  the  Hud- 
son to  Cambridge  was  marked  by  insolence  and  pil^ 
lage ;  the  return  which  they  made  for  the  civil,  hu- 
mane and  delicate  deportment  of  the  inhabitants,  was 
insult  and  robbery.  The  Germans,  particularly,  plun- 
dered every  house  they  passed  of  every  thing  that 
could  be  conveniently  taken  with  them. 

The  spectacle  of  five  thousand  British  troops,  march- 
ing as  prisoners  of  war,  under  the  guidance  of  two  or 
three  American  officers,  through  a  tract  of  country 
three  hundred  miles  in  extent^  was  novel  and  interest- 


Digitized  by  Google 


iiig;  nor  was  il  wUhoiit  its  attendant  advantages  to 
the  Amerieaii  cause.  The  ntttia  oa  longer  believed . 
their  enemy  invincible;  and  this  enemy  was  made 
to  feely  even  wliile  they  refused  to  acknowledge^  that 
tiiose  a||aiBSt  whom  they  had  to  oentend  were  not  a  . 
itopielble  lahbfo.  The  ^ndvefedbOMk JUlMi  troops 
too  on  their  march,  served  to  confirm  the  wavering  in 
their  fidelity  to  the  cause  of indepuijdence ;  they  ciMi- 

Iretted  ihe  eottdM^^ 

allA  dfe^ir  let  appalling  MhiMfA^ftf  wM 

would  be  in  the  latter  predicament.  When  arrived 
at  OambridgCy  so  near  to  the.  scene  of  their  earliest 
enielties  and  devasiatieiis,  these  prisoners  began  to 
experience  a  cban|^  in  their  treatneni  This  town 
was  inhabited  by  many  who  had  lost  their  all  iu  the 
conflagration  of  Charlestown;  they  were  still  smart**  ' 
ii^  with  the  sense  CM?  4heir  wnMigSj  still  snffering  under 
iKe  firivatidns  which  Bnrgojne  himself  had  sa  large- 
ly contributed  to  bring  upon  them.  With  their  wounds 
still  bleeding,  the  flames  of  their  houses  still  bla^i^ 
in  their  nmlftl  visionf  it  was  not  possible  for  theni^ 
suddenly  te^  bnvj  theirniiidiottties^  and  load  thdr  cap- 
tive enemies  with  kindness.  The  consequence  was, 
that  Burgoyne  and  his  generals  could  scarcely  obtain 
adaittnneo.inte  any.  of  their  hons^  The  troops  had 
been  lodged  in  the  balnmcks  near  the  town,  and  the 
officers  quartered  wherever  accommodations  could  be 
'  i^rocured  for  them.  They  soon  became  discontented 
urilh  their  sitnatiiins^  and  drew  op  a  formal  ri^moti- 
ilranceto  their  general,  upon  which\complaint  was 
founded,  that  they  were  not  treated  according  to  the* 
terms  of  the^jMPpvufirtiaii^  That  the  officers  were^iiet 
all  lodged,  ng^r^^sably  t^their  re^ective  raok^  is  tnie^; 
but  their  accommodations  were  the  best  which  the 
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place  afforded^  and  better  tkaii  victorious  troDpt  are 

'  sometimea  compeUed  to  put  bp  with.  •  ■* 
The  complaint  madft  by  Burgoyne,  which  was  soon 
followed  by  a  recpiej^t  that  the  place  agreed  upon  for 

.  the  embarkatiuu  of  his  troops  sbould  be  changed  from 
9o6ton  to  Rhode  laiand  or  New  York,  (both  of  which' 

'  places  were  in  possession  of  the  British)  induced  a 
suspicion^  that  it  was  not  hi^  design  to  comply  with 
the  Usms  of  the  oooveatioii;  aad  Congreaa  made  it  a': 
pretext  for  detaining  them  altogether.  This  was  do- 
ing injustice  to  the  good  faith  of  the  British  command- 
er. He  was  certainly  bound  to  attend  to  tlie  remon- 
strancr  <9f  fa|a^ofB€«ra^fa^ldy^^  before  GeneHd' 
Gkitei  Rhode  Island  or 

.  at  New  York  rather  than  at  Boston,  arose  from  the 
circumstance  4>f  the  transports  having  actually  arriy- 
cAat  the  foimer  place,  (rom  which  to  fioston  the  pas- 
sage at  such  a  season  was  diflcult  and  hazardous. 
These  circumstances,  however,  were  unfortunately 

.  overlooked  by  Congress.  They  had  erroneously  and 
hastilf  admitted  the  suspicion  that  Burgoyne  did  not 
mean  to  act  honestly,  and  they  were  determined  to 

'  fltid  sufficient  pleas  for  tlieir  own  violation  of  the  con- 
ventioo.  They  accused  him     withholding  his  stand-^^ 

.  iurds,  and  military  chests,  of  permitting  tiie  destruc- 
tion of  his  ammunition,  nmskets  and  aooontrements ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  explicit  declaration  of  Gene- 
ral Gates  that  nothing  was  done  to  justi^  the  charge 
of  a  Tiolation  of  the  oonventiouy  in  the  sunrettder,  they 
penrisied  iii  declaring  their  security  in  the  personat 
honour  o(  Burgoyne  to  be  destroyed,  and  therefore 

,  suspending  the  embarkation  of  his  troops,  until  the. 
(CottvenjAon  should  be  mtiiled  by  hia  Court      <  :  M 

•  *^  ■     '  .   ^.ij*  .  .       ^       ,  .        i  .     ■     ..   .  .  ■      J  '..  4.  .•-'.«.  »  -.    i-'  '        ■  '  " 
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General  Burgoyae  ia  \m  letter  to  General  GaleHi 
conplainiog  of  the  unsuitable  aecommodations  provf^ 
dec!  for  his  offlcets^  bad  onfortuoately  added  thdiie  ^ 

words  :  "  the  piiblick  faith  is  broken."  This  it  was, 
that  gave  the  alarm  to  Congress.  Tiiey  knew^  that 
tbe  &itish  Generals  bad  noire  than  once  asserMy 
thai  no  faith  ought  to  he  leept  wtth'rehehy  and  they 
were  fearful  thatthi«i  previous  intimation  on  the  part 
of  Burgoyne^  would  be  made  a  pretext  for  his  joining 
soiie  of  the  British,  giunrisons  in  America^  instead  of 
going  toJBhgland  with  his  troops,  if  permitted  to  em- 
bark. It  was  in  vain  that  General  Rurgoyne  explain  • 
ed  the  meaning  of  tiiis  objectionalile  passage  of  his  let- 
ter :  it  was  in  vain  he  offered  for  himself  and  ail  his 
oSoeTS  to  sign  any  obligation  which  might  be  dictat-' 
ed  to  him,  to  abide  by  the  terms  of  the  convention. 
Congress  were  inflexible  in  their  determination  to  de- 
tain the^oops  until  the  Cpurt^of  Great  Britain  should 
ratify  the  convention.  They  alleged  in  justification 
of  their  conduct,  that  a  compact  broken  in  one  arti- 
cle was  no  longer  binding,  in  any  $  and  that  they  ha4 
a  right  by  the  laws  of  nations  to  suspend  the  sd|Mii^* 
tion,  where  they  had  reason  to  suspect  an  intention 
to  violate  it.  These  might  be  legal  excuses,  but  we 
dare  not  approve  them  as  honourable  to  Congress. 
They  are  justly  chargeable  wiA  bad  faith  towards 
Burgoyne  in  the  first  instance :  the  subsequent  lon^g 
detention  of  his  army  must  be  chargeable  to  his  own 
GoTfsninient  i  for  had  they  been  disposed  to  treat  their 
fallen  ^nerat  mth  the  respect  due  to  his  raloor,  or 
the  delicacy  due  to  his  misfortunes,  the  convention 
might  liave  been  fulfilled  iaall  its  parts  in  the  course 
of  a  few  weeks;  whereas^asweshallhereaftersee^  his 
^roops  leinained  prisoners  for  more  than  twelve  months. 
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The  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  is  generally,  in 

allwani  andaiBO^;aU  natioiifl)a8abjeci<^mucli4i9^ 
cQssioB  and  of  mutual  complaint  recrimiiiafioiit^ 

Nothing  like  a  regular  and  satisfactory  cartel  for  the 
exchange  of  prisoners  had  yet  been  established  be- 
tween the  two  advene  Oominaiiden  ia  CUaef ;  and 
letters  were  continually  passing  from  oae  Itf  the  oili- 
er on  the  subject  of  their  treatment.  In  some  of  these 
Sir  William  Howe  aocused  Washington  of  uiynatifia-. 
Uy  loading  the  nywX  prisoners  with  ironsy.  a.chaige 
without  the  least  shadow  of  foundation^  and  to  which 
the  indij;nant  chief  thus  replied,  in  a  letter  of  the  l^^th 
of  November. — If  there  is  a  single  instance  of  a. 
fvkbnol^^  9^  I  am  ignaoM^iof  H| 

i^^^^iH^  t  Hiiilf  on  #i6*  most  minute  inqttiry,  that  them 
is  the  least  foundation  for  the  charge.  I  wish  you  to 
particularize  the  cases  you  allude  to,  thati*elief  may  be 
liad^  if  the  complaints  are  well  founded.— -Now  we 
are  upon  the  subject  of  grievances,  I  am'constrained 
to  observe  that  I  have  a  variety  of  accounts,  not  only 
from  prisoners  wbo  have  made  their  escape^  bi^tinim 
persons  who  have  left  Philadelphia,  that  our  ptiyate 
soldiers  in  your  hands,  are  treated  in  a  manner  shock- 
ing to  humanity ;  and  that  many  of  them  must  have  . 
•perishedtlmagh  hiuiger,  bad  it  not  been  lor,  tfae.^^Mt;' 
ritable  centribtttimis  ^the  inhabitants;  Itisaddedin 
aggravation,  that  this  treatment  is  to  oblige  them  to 
enlist  ia  the  corps  you  are  raising.  I  must  also  re- 
^mqnstrate  against  the  orael  tseatmant  andconfinemeot 
-^ovr  ^Aciers.  TUs  I  am  iofenned  b  not  only  the 
case  of  those  in  Philadelphia,  but  of  many  in  New 
-York.  of  the  cruelties  exercised  towapd%tl^ 

prisoners'toa  said  to  ptooeed  from  the  iahamani^  of 
ifr^^^i^ndngham,  Fkmrnt  MwdMl^  withont  jMr 
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knowledge  or  approliation.  I  traosmit  the  depositioas 
of  two  persons  of  reputation  who  are  come  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, respecting  the  treatment  they  received.  I 
will  not  comment  on  the  subject :  it  is  too  painful.''  ^ 
'  In  reply  to  Washington's  wish  to  have  the  cases 
particularized,  in  which  the  royal  prisoners  had  been 
ironed,  Sir  William  mentioned  Major  Stockilon  of 
the  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  and  a  Captain  of  the  same 
regiment,  who  had  been  captured  at  Princeton,  and 
hand  cuffed,     Washington  admitted  that  this  was 
true,  but  declared  that  it  was  without  his  privity  or 
consent,  and  that  relief  had  been  ordered  as  soon  a« 
he  was  apprised  of  it :  "  But  surely  this  event,  (said, 
he,)  which  happened  so  long  ago,  will  not  authorise 
the  charges  in  your  letter  of  the  6tli."  » 
;  The  American  officers,  prisoners  at  Xcw  York,  had 
been  at  first  quartered  upon  the  inhabitants  on  Long 
Island  ;  and  upon  the  promise  of  the  Commissary  Ge- 
neral of  Prisoners,  to  pay  two  dollars  a  week  for  their 
board,  had  lived  in  tolerable  comfort.    But  upon  the 
failure  of  the  Commissary's  resources,  they  had  been 
removed  on  hoard  the  prison  ships,  where  in  common, 
with  the  privates,  they  suffered  every  species  of  pri-? 
vation,  for  a  period  of  several  months,  until  on  the 
10th  of  December  they  were  again  removed  to  Lon^ 
Island,  upon  the  engagement  of  Mr.  Lewis  Pintard^ 
agent  of  the  Commissary  General,  to  pay^for  tliem  at 
the  rate  of  two  silver  dollars  per  week.  lu  iiis  letter 
to  Mr.  Boudinot,  the  Commissary,  he  observed  that 
the  convalescents  had  nothing  but  salt  meat  given  td. 
them  on  leaving  the  hospitals,  that  the  con.sequ(Mica>' 
was  they  relapsed  almost  immediately,  and  were  dy- 
ing very  fast.    Mr.  Boudinot  was  called  before  the'^ 
board  of  war  on  the        December,  and  from  the  evUs 
YOU  II.  ^ 


deuces  j^i^aced  by  bim,  it  appearikl  thai  flM>e  w^lie 

900  privates  and  300  officers  prisoners  iu  New  York^ 
and  about  500  privates  aud  oO  officers  in  Philadel^ 
pbi^^^Tbat  the  privates  in  Nqw*  Yorii  have  been  ^ 
d^ded  all  siimmer  in  sugar  houses^  and  tbe  ofkevs 
iHiaruf d  on  Long  Island^  except  about  30,  who  have 
been  confined  in  the  provost  guard,  and  in  the  most 
hfotiligomB  jmlBp    That  since  the  ^egiiittiag  of  Ocip*, 
all  UiiMe  prisoners,  botfi  offleieii  and  |iri?ateS|. 
have  been  confined  in  prison  sfcip^^  or  the  provost. — 
That  the  privates  in  Philadelphia  bave  been  kept  in 
tiro  publkkjaik,  and  the  .sAfini^  in  the  state,  honsei; 
That  from  the  beM  evidence  which  tbe  natore  of  th» 
subject  will  admit  of,  the  general  allowance  to  prison- 
efu,  at  nwst,  does  not  exceed  four  (mnces  of  nieaty  and  , 
liii^,  f$i|c1i  hgreiid      day,  (ofien  so  iniuskt  diOmaged  a$ 
mt  to  be  eatable,  J  and  often  mkch  less,  though  the 
professed  allowance  is  from  eie;htto  ten  ounces.  That 
it  bus  been  a  commoa  practice  with  tbe  enemy,  on  a' 
prisoner's  being  ftrat  captered,  to  keep  him  three^  foor^: 
or  even  fir  p.  daySy  tcithout  a  morsel  of  promsions  of  any 
kind,  and  then  to  .tempt  him  to  enlist^  to  save  h  is  life. 
That  there  are  numerous  inj»tances  of  prisoners  of  war' 
petishing  in  all  the  agonies  ofhmger^  from,  theic  se^^ 
vcre  treatment    That  being  generally  stripped  of 
what  clothes  they  have  when  taken,  they  have  sufr. 
fered  greatlj^  for  the  want  therf^ef  during.  the|i»  con- .  . 
finement"'  ^  ^ 

Such  was  tbe  report  of  five  of  our  most  respectable 
<dElv^rs,  founded  upon  the  best  evidence  of  which  th^  . 
nature     tke  suiffecf  would  aimiU   What  Amerioani 

thm  who  can  hear  these  sniferings  of  oor  Reyo^ 
lutionary  soldiers  recited,  and  not  feel  his  resolution, 
new  strengtbened  to  cherish  .the  independence  pur- . 
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^    chased  at  such  a  price  ?    We  desire  not  to  rekindle 
the  extinguished  flame  of  hatred,  or  open  anew  the 
cicatrised  wounds  of  either  country.   Would  to  He<|-  ■  . 
ven  father,  we  could  hury  these  scenes  in  eternal  ob-  ' 
livion ;  but  the  exactions  of  duty  forbid  us  to  suppress 
the  record,  and  truth  compels  us,  while  we  make  it,        .  * 
to  cry  shame  npon  the  British  name.   The  Congress  . 
had  some  reason  to  fear  that  British  Generals  would 
hold  no  faith  with  rebels^  when  such  was  the  treat- 
ment dealt  out  to  those  whom  the  fortune  of  vv  arplacr  . 
ed  in  tlieir  power. — But  the  treatment  which  the  .    •  \. 
friends  of  liberty  and  the  heroes  of  our  independence 
snfiered  from  the  European  royalists,  was  ipildness,  ' 
compared  to  that  vvliich  they  often  experienced  at  the  • 
hands  of  their  own  countrymen  who  had  adhered  to 
the  canse  of  British  tyranny. 

A  short  time  after  the  return  of  the  devastating  ex- 
pedition of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  up  the  Hudson,  dur- 
ing which  his  officers  boasted  that  they  had  not  left  9^  / 
house  standing  on  its  banks.  General  Tryon,  the  for- 
mer Governour  of  New  York,  sent  a  Captain  Em-  :\ 
merick,  with  a  hundred  men,  on  a  similar  expedition^     .  . 
t6'  Philip's  Manor,  within  a  few  miles  of  General  * 
Parsons'  guards.  After  burning  several  houses,  they  .  •  ' 
seized  upon  the  women  and  children,  stripped  off  their  '  .  * 
clothing  and  turned  them  naked  into  the  streets,  in  . 
(be  cold  weather  of  the  18th  of  November — the  men 
were  stripped  to  their  shirts  and  breeches,  halteredy 
and  thus  led  in  triumph  to  the  Britisli  lines  ! — Gene-  - 
ral  Parsons,  whose  soul  revolted  at  such  acts  of  wan- 
ton barbarity,  though  it  was  in  his  power  to  have  rc- ,  '  ,  . 
taliated  upon  several  ^(wy  families  in  the  vicinity  of  his  '  . 
guard,  contented  himself  with  writing  a  calm,  expostu-  .  • 
latory  letter  to  General  Tryon,  in  which  he  painted  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


r 


150  AMERICAN  BEyOLUTIDK. 

tinprovolccd  cruelty  of  hw  condact.  To  this  letter 
Tr.vnn  replied  in  the  foUowiag  savage  terms  :  8u> 
coqM  1  possibly  conceive  myself  accountable  to  any 
TBvdlted  guhfett9  of  th^  king  of  Great  BrHato^  I 
might  answer  your  letter  of  yesterday,  respecting  the 
conduct  of  Captain  Emmerick^s  party,  upon  the  tak- 
ing of  Peter  an4  Cornelias  VantesseL  As  mnch 
as  I  abhor  every  principle  of  inhumanity  or  ungene* 
rous  conduct,  I  should,  were  1  in  more  authorityf 
hum  every  committee  man*8  house  within  my  re^ch, 
as  I  deem  them  the  wicked  instruments  <rf  the  cttn- 
tinued  calami  ties  of'tiiis  country ;  ami  in  order  the 
sooner  to  purge  the  colony  of  them,  /  am  willing  to 
give  twenty  silver  dollars  for  every  acting  committer 
.  0iiBlm.i»iSo^8hti^  up  to  the  king^stroops/*- 

Was  ft' wonderfol  that  General  Parsons,  after 
the  receipt  of  such  a  letter,  should  indulge  a  mo- 
mentary feeling  of  resentment^  and  endeavour  tare-i 
tort  upon  the.  taries  this  treatment  of  republkaaa? 

smijl  party  were  sent  in  the  evening  to  Gh!«en« 
wich,  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Oliver  Uelancy.  They 
.^vanced  unperceived,  secured  the  centinel,  hurnt 
•tb^  house  and  bttiught  off  a  few  prisoners.  *  Thefu 
9Were  fbmales  here  too ;  but  these  were  tenderly  tre«l* 
ed.  and  dismissed  without  insult.  The  flames  of  the 
house  occai)ioiied  an  alarum  at  New- York,  but  the 
}ittle  party  recrosaed  t|ie  nff/r^  ai|d  returned  in  safe- 
ty- \     '  * 

Before  we  close  this  chapter  it  w^ill  he  proper  to 
meutiou  a  few  noinor  incic^ents  which,  it  would  have 
interrupted  the  general  nunrative^  to,  iiave  relatipd  in  - 
their  proper  chronologiGal  order* 

It  will  he  recollected  that  Forts  Montgomery  and 
(lUuton^  W  theNprtU  Itiver^  tb^tw.o  Biost  importaiit 


Digitized  by  Google 


'     ,  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION.  *  15? 

.  pests  in  that  extensive  and  valuable  section  of  iht 
country,  were  found  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  garrisrA 
oned  by  no  more  than  about  600  men.  The  militia' 
{  of  Connecticut  had  been  destined  by  Washington  to 
this  service,  but  had  been  diverted  from  that  object 
by  the  authorities  of  RI»ode  Island,  who  had  with- 
out  Washington's  consent  or  privity,  planned  a  se- 
cret expedition  against  Newport,  the  conduct  of 
which  was  entrusted  to  General  Spencer,  who  was 
stationed  at  Providence.  The  militia  of  Massachu- 
setts,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  eagerly  engaged 

.  in  the  expedition,  and  preparations  were  actively 
entered  upon  for  the  attack.  For  some  time  these 
preparations  were  concealed  from  the  knowledge  of 
the  enemy,  and  every  thing  promised  success.  In- 
formation, however,  was  at  length  conveyed  to  them, 
which  put  them  on  their  guard.  Brigadier  General 
Palmer,  of  the  Massachusetts  militia,  who  was  to 
have  led  the  advance,  disobeyed  the  orders  given  to 
him,  and  oocasioned  a  failure  of  the  whole  plan, 
which  had  been  well  devised,  and  with  Spencer  him-, 
self  at  the  head,  would  have  ensured  success.  Mu 
litia  are  not  generally  willing  to  make  a  second  at- 

.  tempt,  where  the  first  has  failed  :  notwithstanding 
this  disaster,  Sppncer  would  still  have  gone  on, 

\though  the  enemy  were  watching  his  approach,  but  ' 
that  the  other  officers  refused  their  cooperation. 

While  the  two  grand  armies  of  the  United  States 
•  were  occupied  in  defending  the  northern  and  atiaulick 
frontiers,  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  the  western 
frontiers  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  were  suffer- 
ing from  the  daily  inroads  of  the  merciless  savages. 
Helpless  women  and  children  were  cruelly  murder- 
ed, or  driven  from  their  homes  to  puller  worse  tbaa 
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death.  A  committee  of  Congress,  appomie d  to  io- 
quire  into  the  circumstances  of  these  sufferings,  re- 
ported on  the  20th  November,  that  <<from  a  number 
of  papers  styled  proclamaiionsy  under  the  hand  and 
seal  of  Henry  Hamilton,  Lieutenant  Governour  of 
Fort  Detroit,  as  well  as  from  other  information  and 
circumstances,  it  appears,  tbat  these  savages  have 
been  instigated  by  British  agents  and  emissaries^ 
and  particularly  by  the  said  Henry  Hamilton  to  this 
barbarous  and  murderous  war."  In  justice  to  thfi 
British  nation^  let  it  be  said,  that  the  government  am} 
not  the  people,  sanctioned  and  authorised  these  enor- 
mities. 

In  order  to  correct  the  injurious  rumours,  that 
were  carefully  propagated  by  the  British  for  obvious 
reasons,  in  those  countries  of  Europe  to  which  the 
United  States  sent  agents,  that  a  treaty  had  been 
formed  between  Congress  and  the  British  commission- 
ers, and  that  the  colonies  would  be  again  reconciled 
to  the  mother  country ;  Congress  about  this  time  sent 
instructions  to  their  commissioners  at  the  several  fo-^ 
reign  courts  to  contradict  the  report ;  and  to  repre- 
sent to  them,  that  no  proposals  for  a  treaty  between 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  of  his  commission- 
ers, and  the  United  States  of  America,  would  be  re- 
ceived, unless  it  acknowledged  the  independence  of 
the  states,  and  was  in  every  thing  consistent  with  the  . 
treaties  or  alliances  then  under  negotiation. 

The  continued  depreciation  of  the  bills  of  credit.  . 
and  the  paper  currency  of  the  United  States,  had  en- 
hanced the  nominal  price  of  labour  and  of  every  com*  . 
modity  of  traffick,  to  so  enormous  an  amount,  that 
Congress  were  continually  devising  new  schemes  to . 
overcome  ih»  difficulties,  each  of  which  in  lis  turn 
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led  them  iuto  new  embarrassments.  In  proportion 
as  the  paper  dollars  sunk  in  value.  Congress  by  new 
emissions  increased  tbera  in  quantity,  and  thus  con- 
tinually increased  the  evils  of  a  system  at  first  erro^ 
neous  and  inadequate.  By  fixing  a  maximum  to  pri- 
ces, Congress  could  obtain  nothing  but  by  resorting 
to  the  unpleasant  necessity  of  seizing  all  that  they 
wanted,  for  the  holders  of  commodities  in  constant  de* 
mand,  would  not  consent  to  lose  the  opportunity  of 
making  large  profits,  and  would  therefore  not  sell 
at  a  fixed  price.  The  odious  expedient  of  confisca- 
tion was  at  length  resorted  to  as  a  means  of  supply- 
ing  the  want  of  money.  Thi^,  however,  was  a  pow- 
er which  Congress  did  not  choose  to  exercise  on  their 
own  responsibility.  They  therefore  passed  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  on  the  subject:  <^  Resolved,  that  it 
be  earnestly  recommended  to  tlie  several  states,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  to  confiscate  and  make  sale  of  all 
the  real  a!id  personal  estates  therein  of  such  of  their 
inhabitants,  and  other  persons  who  have  forfeited 
the  same,  and  the  right  to  the  protection  of  their  re- 
spective states  ;  and  to  invest  the  money  arising  from 
'  the  sales  in  continental  loan  office  certificates,  to  be 
appropriated  in  such  manner  as  the  respective  states^ 
shall  hereafter  direct Some  benefit  might  have 
been  expected  to  i-esult  from  this  resolution,  if  Cons^ 
gress  had  required  tJiat  the  money  should  be  paid  in-  ' 
to  the  continental  treasury,  but  by  giving  to  each 
state  the  right  of  appropriating  the  amount  of  its 
own  sales,  they  removed  none  of  the  evils  under 
which  the  country  laboured,  and  opened  a  door  for 
individual  fraud  and  peculation,  the  consequences  of 
which  continue  to  be  felt  at  the  present  day. 
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The  reader  will  recollect  the  spirited  enterprise  by 
w|i^|i|^|6^Deral  Prescottfell  into  the  hands  of  a  small 
pmf  lender  LieateDUt  Colonel  Barton  of  the  Bhodo 
Ulatid  alUtia;  and  for  whicli  it  wm  deemed  a  tidt 
cient  reward  to  present  him  a  sword.  This  spirited 
pfficer,  however^  was  not  content  to  wear  a  awor4» 
vkieh  he  had  not  the  liberty  of  naing  nnder  the. as* 
ihority  of  GongrM.  He  reqoealed  %  be  employed 
in  their  service ;  and  on  the  21th  December,  they  re- 
solved to  promote  him  to  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  Colo* 
nel  in  the  service  of  the  United  Btatesy  and  thai  he 
be  recaminended  to  General  Waahington,  to  be  ett** 
ployed  in  snch  seiTices  as  he  may  deem  moat  fulap^-, 
ed  to  his  genioa^",  ' 

A  few  days  ptevioos  to  the  first  battle  of  Gates  and 
'Ibr^ojnM^  GeiiMtf  who  bad  been  placed  by 

'  Washington  in  command  of  the  eastern  militia,  plan* 
ned  an  expedition  against  Ticonderoga  and  Mount 
Independence.   Fearful  if  he  attempted  to  convq^ 
information  of  his  design  to  General  Gktes,  thet  Hut . 
enemy  might  become  apprized  of  it,  and  thus  frus- 
trate his  plans,  he  took  upon  himself  the  responsibili- 
ty of  undertaking  it  without  the  knowledge  of  Gene* 
^l  Gates,  and  was  completely  successfht.   On  the  ^ 
13th  September  he  detached  Colonels  Brown  and 
.  Johnson,  at  the  head  of  500  men  each,  the  former  to  ' 
Lake  George,  and  the  latter  to  Monnt  Independence ; 
and  with  a  further  view  to  distract  the  atlentioii  of  - 

the  enemv,  a  like  number  of  men  under  Colonel ; 

.  .  •  «  -  , 

•  'Woodbridge  were  sent  to  Skeensborough  and  the 
>^ther  posts  in  the  neighbourhood  in.possesrion  ci  thn  ^ 
Jsbemy.   Colonel  Bro#n  executed  ids  orders  with 
such  skill  and  dextrrity,  that  he  surprised  all  the 
enemy's  e^utposta  between  Ijakee  Geor|e  and  Ticon- 


Digitize<l  by  Google 


.AMBBICAN  B£VOLUXIOir.  .1(11 

deroga,  and  on  the  18th  gained  possession  of  the 
J^'reoch  blockhouses  on  Mounts  Hope  and  Defiance^ 
and  altered  the.  wurlu  ^  Tioeilderoga  with  but  Itt- 
ile  lorn.  *  All  armed  sloop,  seveWil  gunboats,  200 
batteaux,  and  nearly  SOO  prisoners  fell  into  his 
hands  ;  besides  which^  iOO  American  prisoners^  cap* 
Aiied  at  Lake  Oeorge^  were  raleaaed.  The  Amen- 
tm  fttandard  also^  wbicb  had  been  leilt  at  Ticoude- 
roga,  when  that  fortress  was  evacuated,  was  recQver- 
•ed.  Coloaels  Brown  and  Johnson  alkw  retaudng 
^sMriom  of  ihe^  ^wo  finrte  to;  tkree  or  fear  days, 
iibandoned  thera,  and  roturnedto  tbeir  commander. — 
The  enemy  immediately  reentered  them  ;  but  evacu- 
ated tbem  a  month  afteirwards^  ou  the  snrrei^der  ef 
,  Blffgoyne^e  anliy. 

Tbe  mention  of  Ticonderoga  will  bring  to  tlie  recol- 
lection of  the  reader,  the  circumstances  aUending  its, 
evacuation  by  Migor  General  Bi.  Clatr^mih^  moitfth 
of  J  illy.  Thai  unforiiiiiate  and  aspersed  ofl^r,  thongli 
soon  after  ordered  to  attend  Congress  to  undergo  an 
investigation  of  his  conduct,  was  still  held  in  a  state 
of  disteessing  suspense^  as  will  appear  by  the  lUloir* 
ing  extract  of  Ills  letter  to  Deneral  Gatoi  of  the  Slst 
November. — My  affair  is  still  in  the  same  situation 
as  when  1  last  wrote  you.  I  am  firmly  persuaded  it 
is  the  intentioa  of  Congress^  to  (ami  iM^ngingM  to  a 
'  tfUH  as  Ion  i;  as  possible,  in  hopes  that  the*  matter  will 
die  away  of  itself  and  be  forgotten;  thaty  however^  is 
not  my  ititention.  I  have  been  pretty  constant  in  my 
lippUcatiQiio  far  jiutice  ^to  myself^  and  to  niy  conntiy> 
and  sfaaH  conttnae^them  tintil  1  prevail,  cArli^  Ustm 
off  the  maskJ^  After  some  severe  remarks  upon  the 
cabals  that  distracted  the  councils  of  the  country,  jus- 
Wed  periiaps  by  Ids  peculiar  situation,  he  adiUt-* 
VOL.  n«  %i 
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This  moment  I  have  a  letter  from  the  President, 
covering  the  following  very  extraordinary  resolve 4 
AWkttPum  ilie  flOHUMitee •  iqipoliitod  to  inqQin  tato 
•Jihe  c«no«  of  1m  of  Ttooadmga  and 
pendence,  have  not  yet  been  able  to  collect  materials, 
and  make  their  report,  resolved,  that  Major  C^ne- 
«d  Bt<  Clair  ^  at  liboriy  to  atlawl^«|^t^mte  af * 
Mha,  itttil  ha  ihdl>ltav6  iwlloe  M^^NiA  1^ 
ters,  in  order  to  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct.^ — ^ 

Tlui  was  indeed  wh^i  General  St.  Clair  indignant- 
Ijr  4Biioiiiiiiatod  iifer  an'ilictraordiiiaiy  molve^  mikl  a 

he  concluded  his  letter  to  General  Gates.  Jtidgenow, 
jmr,  what  I  ought  to  think  of  them,  for  I  made  no  such^ 
q^j^lkatuMiaB  iliia  would  iudkate  $  (urwhether  the  ana-* 
-ji^fati  ftihn^  a«t  abo^  ia  not  but  loo  wfAl  founded. 
If  they  had  candour  or  common  honesty,  they  would 
have  owned,  that  after  five  months  spent  in  search- 
ing for  an  aocnaatMNi,  they  had  bam  unable  to  And 
ane^-ona  at  teaai  wUcb  they  dared  to  ownf  and  in- 
stead of  commanding  me  to  retire  from  the  army, 
which  is  tbfi  JSn^HA^'  the  re^o^ve^with  all  the  igno- 
inlDil^  wgtBk  my  kead  nrhich  they  had  uiynatly  endenr 
iwApod  to  ilx  there,  could  have  adinowledged  their 
crrours,  and  done  what  was  in  their  power  to  remove 
it;  but  many  of  them  are  incapable*  of  a  generous 
ioniiBMnt  or  action  in  private  life;  and  a  pnblack/ 
ilalion,  by  maklnii;  men  atone  aeqnainted  with  the  vioeB- 
and  frailties  of  others,  conftrras  and  increases  their 
^wn.   Jt  trial  however  the^  ghali  give  me ;  be  the 

tticy  cannot  mb^me  of  ihnt  heati^ 
Wiaatbfagltdn^  ^irhich  is  the  companion  and  nwi|A 
nf  yktuttua  actione.'*  i*^; 
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>  Oil  the  last  day  of  the  year,  Congress  resolved  to 
give  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  immediate  ar- 
my of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  one  month's  extra 
pay,  as  a  reward  for  the  patience,  fidelity  and  zeal, 
with  which  they  had  borne  the  dangers,  fatigues  and 
sufferings  of  their  peculiar  situation ;  and  certainly 
no  army  ever  suffered  more,  or  were,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, more  faithful  to  their  Commander  in 
Chief. 

Thus  closed  the  second  year  of  our  independence. 
We  shall  see  in  the  next  chapter  some  of  the  impor- 
tant consequences  which  flowed  from  the  several  cam* 
paigns  of  the  two  grand  armies. 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 

Mventsof  1778. — Prncpprlin^s  of  the  British  Parliament. — Lord 
JSTorth^ft  second  conciliatonj  scheme^Dtikf  of  Richmond  pro- 
poses to acknowledgethe  independence  of  Jimerica, — tsM  f^k- 
lick  appearance  of  Lord  Cliaiham. — IHftgractof  Biirgoyne^-^ 
BUmtionof  the  Jmerirnn  army  at  Valley  Forge. — CkmmisstP- 
ry  Omtral  appointed, — Baron  8teuben  a})pointed  Inspector  G€-  \ 
neral. — Jnactivitjf  of  Sir  William  Howe  at  Philadelphia^ 

'  Conduct  of  Congress  on  rooeimi^  hurd  Mrtfi^s  BUls^^r- 
Twai  of.ittv  iSfiMiofi  Deans  wflift  e^fiu  tks  treaitiss  wjtik 
Pransiju^Proeisedings  of  Congress  thereon* — Sir  Msmy  Clin- 
ton arrives,  and,  supersedes  Sir  fViUiam  Howti—>Arrwal  of 
the  Cammssioners,  Lard  CarUds,  Mr.  JSden  and  Mr,  Jeiki* 
,  doK^^Thdr  unsiieeessfid  negotiaHan  andontrageons  conducts 
'  Sir  Bsnry  evaeuates  ^skuU^^Ma^Jb  pumid  bf  Washing' 
Umr^BsHs  in.Mm  Jarsejfd^rrest  and  tarial  ef  Letr-^Cmh 
gress  retairn  to  PHUadelpMar^Ideiitenant  Brown  shot  by  aeet^ 
tinel  at  €iamhridgs*-'--^JSrrival  of  Count  IPMstaing  wi^  'a 
JP^ronch  JUet^Pnrsues  Lord  Hows  to  Jl/hp-Fork,  and  Nbcl^ 

'  adeshimihere.^^'SaUsto  Mode  Mand  to  assist  in  the  expedi- 
tion of  General  Sullivan, — British  and  French  fleets  prevented 
from  engaging  by  a  storm, — Retreat  of  General  Sullivan*-— 
Count  D'*Estaing  sails  for  Boston, — J^Iysterious  affair  of 
Captain  Folder. — Mr,  Deane, — Beaumavchnis. — Loss  of  the 
Frigate  Randolph. — Bloody  massacre  at  Wyoming* — Colonel 
.darkens  expedition  to  the  Mississippu 

Is  order  to  dhow  more  fully  the  effects  produced 
bjf  ithe  bampa^  of  ±777 f  PMkd  paHicuUrly  by  the 
^  unexpected  dbastare  of  General  Biirgoyne  oq  the 
'banks  of  tbe  Hudson,  it  will  he  necessary  lo  attend 
:  to  tbe  proceedings  of  the  British  parliament,  at  their 
meetings  after  a  short  .recess^  in  Janoary  i778.  It 
.  will  be  seen  that  the  nnfortanate  Oeneral  Burgoyne^ 
on  his  return  to  England^  was  refused  the  miserable 
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consolation  of  throwing  himself  it  Mi  Majesty's, 
feet,  and  that  after  having  encountered  dangers  and 
dificolti68  sitficieiii  to  have  ftf  palled  a  man  .less  de- 
Toted  to  ibe  caoee  of  \&%  W  >ie  wa§ 

compelled  to  hide  his  hei^  i&=«8grace,  and  add 
a&otlier  to  Ibe  tbottsaiid  mouument^  of  miiiiateml  ia- 
gralitade. 

.  '  In  a  few  days  after  Ae  neetuif;  in  Janoavj,  Mr. 

Fox  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  moved  for 
an  address  to  bis  Mijestyi  beseeching  him  not  to 
•end  any  more  troops  from  England,  Ireland,  Gib- 
raltor  or  Minorca,  to  Amerkfr-^Mr.  Kox  dedaied 
that  his  motive  was  grouuded  upon  a  retrospective- 
vii^w  of  the  dii>asters  which  had  occurred  in  Ameri- 
ca,  where  iXt^  losses  and  disgraces  of- ibe  army  had 
lieen  so  great  as  to  endanger  the  safety  of  tbe  king* 
dom ;  the  army  for  the  defence  of  which  had  been  so 
reduced  hy  the  continual  reinforcements  sent  to  Anie- 
ficaf  that  Uie  kingdom  now  laid  at  the  mercy  of  tbe 
House  of  BonAon ;  that  necessify  if  not  choice  would 
compel  the  ministers  to  abandon  their  plan  of  con*  • 
quest,  which  bad  as  yet  been  attended  with  uothing 
hot  calamity* 

Not  a  word  was  siud  by  the  Ministers  or  tbnr 
friends  in  reply  to  Mr.  Fox — the  question  on  his  mo- 
tion was  silently  put  and  nes;atived — but  the  large  ma- 
ymtf  dearly  showed  ibat  tbe  Minister  was  losmg 
gronnd  in  tbe  bon^e. 

Mr*  Burke  afterwards  moved  for  the  papew  rela- 
tive to  the  employment  of  tbe  Indiana;  and  took  qp- 
easton  with  Usiuraal  eneogy  of  s^te  and  manner  to 
enlarge  npon  the  horrid  morder  of  Mbs  M^Crea^  be- 
fore related.  But  his  motion  was  also  rejected  by  a 
large  miyority;  ^nd  a  few  days  afterwards.  Lord 
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him,  gave  notice  thai  he  liad  Another  j2{aii(2/^<^ticitaa- 
tioH  to  offer.  • 

The  aniialfl  of  the  whole  worM  do  jkA  pemi  m 
i^iett  of  encb  incorrigible  abeurfUtiee,  as  that  pat- 
sued  by  Lord  North,  in  leladou  to  America*  No  want 
of  successy^iio  calamitiesy  no  expeiience^  could  teach 
Hm  wiedoni*  The  diegracefal  emoatioii  of  JBooton 
hj  Bir  Williaa  Howe,  the  vDaacceeeAil  attempt  of 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  Sir  Peter  Parker,  upon  Charles- 
too,  the  defeat  and  surieuder  of  t^a  thousand  troopa 
milder  Geamral  JBurgsym  it  Saratggp^  the  ridipulcma 
bene  of  the  ridicalooe  ■egoBatioa  entnieted  to  l^ofd 
Howe  and  his  brother  at  New  York,  the  knowledge 
ivhich  he  had  of  tlie  coaclusioii  of  a  Treaty  between. 

.  l>V)m;e  and  the  I7fti<6i{  iSte^y  were  aU  inanfidentto 
amken  Lord  North  to  n  aenee  of  Us  igaorance  and 
iiK^ompetence.  The  same  means  which  had  proved 
ineffectaal  ai  the  very  birth  of  our  independencey  were 
zesorted  ts^  now  that  thai  independenoe  wanconlraiad 
and  strengthened  by  the  acknowledgaieBt  and  alliance 

*of  a  foreign  power.  Lord  North's  plan  of  conciliation 
would  hardly  have  succeeded  even  before  the  glori* 
ons  em  of  1776  $  he  most  have  kMwntlioreforei  that 
there  was  not  the  reaioteet  prospect  of  its  eneoese  on 
the  17th  of  February  177B,  when  he  proposed  it.  A 
^  Bill  for  rBnwmiig  all  doubts  ajud  afjirehemiona  con- 
ceirning  taxation  by  the  Parliament  of  Greait  Britain 
in  any  of  the  Cohnie$  and  Plantations  in  North  Ame- 
rita,,'^  ]^4>f  i^Bill  to  enabte  his  Majesty  to  appoint 
rh|iilip>iinifiii)jj  iiKli  inJfrinif  jmii^irrn  totreat,  considti  > 
a#l  argoe  upon  tho  moans  of  ^mMmg  U»  iUori^ 
now  subsisting  in  certain  of  the  Colonies  in  Am^ri- 
ca^^^  ^formed  the  present  osnciliatoty  scheme  of-  thii 
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Uiad  *nd  obatioate  Miniiter.  He  confessed  tluU,Ii&. - 
to  «p  the  notfon  of  f (unii^  AmmfiMf  tani, 
that  the  GotnmisfiioBera  should  be  authorised  to  treat 
with  Congress  as  with  a  Ip^al  hodij^  and  further  that 
he  did  not  mean  ta  insist  on  a  pr$Umnary  rmunc^^^ 
tkn  of  mdep^ndenee  aa  a  aiiia  f  aa  nan  of  that  treaty; 
What  could  have  been  his  Lordii hip's  views,  it  is  ut- 
terly impossible  to  comprehend.  He  meant  to  do  eve- 
ry thing  but  acknowledge  the  independc^e  of  Ame- 
ri«aii>  md  that  iodepend^^  did  not  iiqi^<of 
them  to  renounce,  for  the  present  It  wonld  be  diffi- 
cult indeed  to  conceive,  what  advantages  his  Lord- 
ahip  expected  to  flow  from  a  measure  so  ridiculously 
absiurd.  He  saw>  hot  waa  afraid  to  acknowledge  it 
even  to  himself^  that  it  was  impossible  to Ame- 
rica to  recede  from  the  stand  she  had  taken^  or  ho 
would  not  have  consented  to  ti;>eatt  wi^  Congjress.  oa 
if  U  w9m%  legal  bodif.  He  muat  have  seen  the  iaii. 
practicability  of  compelling  her  to  renounce  her  inde-  • 
pendencej  or  he  would  have  insisted  upon  the  reiiun- 
datioQy  as  a  jmUmtnaiy  step  to  the  treaty  which  he 
tafted  aboot  entering  into«  Aad  what  moet  haye  b^eii 
the  kiud  of  treaty  which  his  Lordship  expected  to  form 
with  r^eUious  subjectSy  to  whom  he  wa8  holding  out 
the  promise  tiforiimf  It  they  had  rejected  wiiliii^ 
dignaition,  and  even  With  contempt,  the  offer  of  fail* 
don  which  had  been  made  to  them  while  they  were 
acfoally  rebellious  subjects y  what  benefit  did  he  ex- 
pect from  ita  YepitHton^  now  that  they  no  longer  ac- 
knowMgetl  tfamnselves  the  snbjecte  of  hia  Brttannid^ 
Majesty?  But  it  would  be  useless  to  attempt  to  fath- 
om his  Lordship's  views.   I^  the  languagie  et  Mn 

^<  hiaargoneiita  aiiil^bo  cdile^^ 
Idi  ocpei  tom|aeist4  te  Mi  afoicngjrf  «ngU 
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W4ird — ignorance,  a  palpable  and  total  ignonmce  <if 
Mfwy  part  of  the  sutgect  He  hopedy  and  he  was  dia* 

appointed-^lie  expected  a  great  deal^  and  found  little 
to  answer  his  expectations — he  thought  America  would 
have  submitted  to  hia  laws^  and  she  had  resiste4 

.  ttiem— *he  thoaght  she  would  have  aobmitted  to  hia  ar- 
mies, and  she  had  defeated  them — he  made  concilia- 
tory propositions,  and  he  thought  they  would  succeed^ 
bat  they  were  rejected — he  appointed  Commissioiiera 
to  make  peace^  and  Aa  thought  iliey  had  fow&n:;  hut 
he  found  that  they  could  not  make  peace^  aud  that 
they  had  no  powers.*' 

This  was  indeed  precisely  the  situation  of  hia  Lord- . 
.ahip.  He  hid  brought  himself  into  a  labyrinth  of  dif- 
ficulties, from  which  he  Imd  no  clue  to  extricate  him. 
He  had  depended  upon  his  own  sagacity^  and  had 
found  it  incompetent  to  his  support ;  he  had  thought 
bimself  wiser  than  his  predecessors,  and  found  him- 
self only  more  obstinate.  But  unfortunately  for  his 
Lordship's  reputation  as  a  Statesman^  he  had  still  too 
much  influence  in  the  Parliament^  to  permit  him  to  see 
the  degradation  to  which  he  was  hurrying  himself  and 
his  country.  His  Conciliatory  Bills  were  passed, 
and  Lord  Carlisle,  Mr.  Mden,  and  Mr.  Johnstone^ 

i.were  appointed  the  Commissioners.  We  shall  soon 
aae  with  what  effect  their  miitsion  to  Aaierica  was  at* 
tended. 

During  the  present  session  of  the  British  Parlia- 
menty  the  Earl  of.  Chatham^  for  the  last  timoy  made 
his  appearance  in  the  House  o^  Peers. — ^Having  been 
apprized  that  the  subject  of  American  affairs,  in  which 
he  had  never  ceased  to  feel  the  most  lively  interest, 
,  would  occupy  the  attention  of  the  firand  Committee 
of  Inquiry^  on  lhe  7th  of  Apvfl,  hia  Lordahip^  bow'od 
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flown  fls  lie  was  with  t&e  weight  of  yeave^  and  still-. 

more  enfeebled  by  disease,  entered  the  House,  sup- 
ported by  his  soD^  aad  Lord  Viscount  Mahon.  We 
shall  be  excused  by  our  American  rc^evs^  for  dwell- 
ing a  few  moments,  upon  this  last  exbibitioti  of  one  of 
the  best  and  greatest  men  that  ever  appeared  in  the 
councils  of  auy  nation,  when  they  remember,  that  the 
Earl  of  Chatham  devoted  the  best  yean  of  his  life> 
the  most  vigorous  efforts  of  his  towering  genius,  to  the 
defence  of  tlie  ri2;hts  and  privileges  of  America,  and 
to  the  promotion  of  her  prosperity  and  ha|)|)U||sss« 
And^  that  though  he  may  appear  in  thiaclioaii^g  Msen^ 
of  his  life,  to  have  receded  from  the  noble  stand  which 
he  had  always  made  against  every  attempt  to  fetter 
the  freedom  of  America,  it  was  not  that  he  loved  dme^ 
fica  less,  btU  England  more.  The  alliance  of  France, 
it  cannot  be  doubted,  had  a  powerful  influence  in  de- 
te^mj[i|iiig  iiis  Lordship  to  oppose  the  recognition  of 
jim<>^n^i^  independence.  Had  America  still  been 
struggling  single  Handed,  against  hisr  ilitBrccinary  foes, 
Lord  Chatham  would  have  died  breathing  a  prayer 
for  her  success :  but  the,  acknowledgment  of  her  indiB- 

'  pettdjBnoe^noWy  would  carry  with  it  the  appearance  of 
concession  to  the  ttouae  of  Bouvion  $  and  Ids  Lord- 
ship was  too  much  an  JElnglishman  to  forget  iiis  ha- 
tred to  France-  .  •  -  : 

>  At  hi^  Lordsliip's  entrance  into  the.  Honse,  waj 
ilobleman  arose,  asifwithoneimpidse,  to  show  their 
veneration  and  respect  for  his  character.  His  pale 
and  emaciated  countenance,  his  eufee!)lcd  limbs  wrap- 
ped in  flaiQiel,  formed  a  melancholy  contrast  to  the 
fire  which  still  lighted  his  eye,  and  which  tbis  day's 
exertions  were  doomed  to  quench  forever.  As  soon 
as  the  House  were  recovered  from  the  emotiQna  whic|i 

VOL.  II.  f*. 
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hU  eutrance  had  excited,  the  Duke  of  RichmoDdrmf 
to  move.ao  addiK^il  to  the  Kiiig  on  the  glaU  qftkema* 
ihn',  Iq  the  course  of  his  Grace's  speech,  he  distinct- 
ly avowed  his  belief,  that  the  independence  of  Ame- 
rica was  already  established,  and  that  an  immeduite 
aeknoufledgment  of  it  would  be  the  wisest  coarse  thait 
could  be  pursued.  Lord  Chatham  rose  to  reply  to 
his  Grace,  and  the  attention  of  the  House  was  rivet- 
ted  apon  his  tottering  frame.  He  lameated  that  hiff 
iafrmities  had  ke|»t  idm  sa  long  from  Parfiament,  and 
declared  that  his  present  efibvt  was  almost  beyond  the 
powers  of  his  constitution — ^that  it  was  probably  the 
ktst  time  he  should  ever  be  able  to  enter  the  House: 
bilt,  said  her^^  My  Xbvds^  I  rejoice  that  the  graire  has 
not  yet  closed  upon  me — that  1  am  still  alive  to  lift  up 
my  voice  against  .an  acknowledgment  of  the  sove- 
reigntjf  of  Americay  against  the  diameadiftrBient  of  tlus 
ancient  and  noble  monarchy.  Pressed  down  as  1  am 
by  the  load  of  infirmity,  I  nm  little  able  to  assist  my 
country  in  this  most  perilous  cc^juncture  :  but,  my  ^ 
Lords,  while  I  have  sense  and  Inemory,  I  never  will 
consent  to  'lamish  the  lustre  of  this  nation  by  an  igno-. 
luiiiious  surrender  of  its  rights  and  fairest  possessions. 
Shall  a  people  so  lately  the  terrour  of  the  world,  now 
fall  prostrate  before  tiie  ffauae  of  Bourbon^  It  is  'uor] 
possible.  I  am  not,  I  confess,  well  inibmied  of  the 
resources  of  tliis  kingdom,  hut  1  trust  it  has  still  suf- 
ilcieatto  maintain  its  just  rights,  though  I  Ikuow  tbem^ 
noi^^Any  static  iny  Lords,  is  better  than  despair. 
Let  us  at  least  make  an  effisrt — and,  if  we  must  fall.  * 
let  us  fall  like  men.^'      ^  . 

Tiie  Duke  of  Richmond  got  up  to  reply,  and  wilh 
the  most  profound  respect  of  language  and  manner, 
ui'ged  hia  Lordship  to  point  out  the  means  by  which 
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Attierica  could  be  made  to  renounce  her  iudepend^, 
ende-Hiddiiig  with  perfect  rincoriiy  that  if  his  Loi4- 
shipconld  not  do  it,  no  manr^ould." — When  his  Grace 
concluded,  Lurd  Cliatham,  his  whole  frame  appear- 
ing to  be  struggling  wiih  some  powerful  enotioa^  at- 
tempted  to  rise— -but  the  effort  failed :  he  aunk^  con- 
Tulsed;  into  the  arms  that  were  held  out  to  support 
him.  The  debate  was  imraediately  adjourned,  and 
medical  assistcDCie  sent  for  to-hia  Lordship :  but  the 
.  uuBnister  of  immortality  had  calMMhis  Lordship  re- 
vived but  to  lingei  a  few  short  w  eeks,  and  died  on  the 
ilth  of  May,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age.       -  ' 

Lord  North  had^  early  in  Maichi  oiBcially  commu- 
ideated  to  Parliametity  that-  a  Treaty  of  amity,  com-  ' 

mercc  and  alliance  had  been  cuuchuled  between 
France  and  the  Uuiied  States;  and  on  the  20th  of 
that  mouth  yr£xeeUeil^  the  French  AmbAssador 
quitted  Lim<iBii  in  pursiitonbt  of  o^^ 
'  General  liuii^oyuc,  on  lii^  arrival  in  England  short- 
ly afterwards^  .finding  that  liis  Majesty  would  not . 
deign  to  receive  him^  took  his  seat  iu  the  Qouie  of 
Commoiur;  and  there  endeayonrcid  to  enlist  a  party  in 
■  Hs  fiiTOur  by  abusiiiii;  tire  measures  of  tlie  Ministry—-  , 
'  but  bis  sun  was  set ;  his  voice  was  no  longer  listened 
to^  He  had  sunk  into  contempt  with  all  parties.  Let  ' 
ni  ntuwretoTn  to  the  United  States. 

The  new  year  found  the  American  army  at  Valley 
Fors;e  in  a  condition  of  extreme  distress.  They  were  . 
aufferittg  every  pcivation  and  hardship^  which  a  want 
of  provldons  and  a  wwftt  of  clothing  cootd  bnng  up- 
on them.  So  destitute,  indeed,  were  they  of  every 
necessary^  that  W as hiugtfm  found  himself  obliged  to 
winic  at  acts  of  depredation  and  ptonder^  which  would 
otherwise  have  incurred  hia  severest  reprehension  and 
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punishment.  That  he  should  have  heen  enabled  to 
keep  his  army  together,  under  such  circumstances,  is 
the  highest  eulogiiim  which  can  be  paid  to  his  ciiar- 
acter.  Nor  do  the  soldiers  themselves  deserve  less 
praise,  for  the  unparalleled  fortitude  and  patience,  with 
which  they  endured  the  severities  of  winter,  without 
shoes  and  blankets,  and  the  fatigues  and  hardships 
of  continued  marching,  without  food.  Was  this  the 
effect  of  discipline,  or  was  it  patriotism  ?  To  say  that 
it  was  the  latter,  would  be  perhaps  to  decide  against 
the  testimony  of  all  history,  which  furnishes  no  ex- 
ample of  patience  under  such  accumulated  sufferings, 
which  could  be  traced  to  the  influence  of  patriotism 
alone.  But  if  discipline  could  effect  it,  why  are  such 
instances  su  rare?  Love  and  respect  for  their  Cliief, 
liad  no  doubt  considerable  influence  on  the  conduct 
of  the  army  ;  but  we  must  suppose  also  that  the  enthu- 
siasm, which  first  brought  the  American  soldiery  to 
the  standard  of  their  country,  had  not  yet  subsided  ; 
and  that,  however  contrary  it  may  appear  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  world,  or  to  the  nature  of  man,  the  great 
body  of  our  Revolutionary  soldiers  felt  the  value  of 
the  prize  for  which  they  were  contending,  and  acted 
tinder  the  impulse  of  patriotick  feelings,  which  in  their 
case  was  but  little  different  from  self  love.  The  great- 

.  er  part  of  them  had  an  interest  at  stake  as  great  as  that 
of  the  Congress  itself ;  upon  the  fate  of  their  country 
depended  their  own ;  those  who  thus  felt  imparted  the 
same  feeling  to  their  comrades  :  and  this,  united  to  a 

'Strong  personal  regard  for  Washington,  prevented 
the  entire  dissolution  of  the  army  during  the  unexam- 

:  J)led  miseries  of  the  present  winter. 

.    Amidst  all  these  causes  of  disquiettide  and  chagrin, 

'  Wasliiugton  found  that  his  secret  enemies  were  still 


AMERICAN  REVOLUTION,  173 

at  work,  to  deprive  hiinof  the  coulidence  of  Congress, 
and  remove  him  from  the  command  of  the  army.  lHo'^ 
aid  them  in  their  dark  and  traitorous  machinations,  a 
report  iiad  been  industriously  spread,  that  he  meant ' 
to  resign,    No  positive  proofs  were  ever  brought  to 
.light  of  the  Authors  of  this  plot;  but  circumstances 
were  developed  sufficiently  strong  to  lead  to  the  sus- 
picion, that  Lord  Stirling,  General  Conway,  and  Sa- 
muel JldumSn  were  principal  actors  in  it,  and  that  these 
were  aided  by  several  members  of  Congress.  Tlie  de- 
sign seems  to  have  been  to  force  Washington  into  a 
resignation,  and  to  raise  Gates,  Lee,  or  Conway,  to'-  • 
the  head  of  the  army.    Whether  General  Gates  was 
really  ignorant  of  the  machinations  against  the  Com-' 
mander  in  Chief,  may  be  considered  as  doubtful ;  but . 
nothing  appears  to  justify  a  belief  that  he  took  an  act- 
ive part  in  them,  or  that  he  would  have  consented  to 
raise  himself  upon  the  ruin  of  Washington.  When 
•  the  paragraph,  said  to  have  been  taken  from  a  letter  • 
of  General  Conway  to  General  Gates,  in  which  the  in- 
efficiency  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  was  openly  al- 
leged,  was  communicated  to  W^ashington,  the  plain 
and  obvious  course  for  General  Gates  to  have  pur-  .** 
sued,  was  to  have  l«id  the  whole  letter  open  to  the 
•  ,  inspection  of  Washington,  and  thus  have  removed  all 
, suspicion  that  be  was  in  any  degree  a  party  to  the  as- 
sersion.    But  General  Gates  contented  himself  with  * 
denying,  in  terms  rather  more  equivocal  than  conscious 
innocence  would  have  dictated,  that  the  letter  contain- 
ed the  paragraph  in  question ;  and  his  conduct  on  the 
occasion  towards  Brigadier  General  Willcinsony  who 
had  been  falsely  accused  by  Lord  Stirling  of  having 
communicated  the  paragraph,  was  certainly  not  the 
conduct  of  one  wholly  innocent  of  ambitious  designs. , 
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But  the  plot,  wliatever  might  have  heen  its  design^ 
or  whoever  might  have  been  its  contrivers  and  abet- 
tors, fortunately  for  the  couutry,  did  not  succeed.  It 
served  but  to  raise  Washington  still  higlier  in  the  es- 
timation of  his  country. 

The  situation  of  the  American  army  was  rendered  ' 
still  further  distressing  by  the  great  number  of  sick^ 
and  the  horrible  mismanagement  of  the  Hospital  De- 
partment. The  Director  General,  Doctor  Shippen, 
was  openly  accused  of  the  meanest  peculation,  in  sell- 
ing the  wines  and  other  stores  provided  for  the  sick, 
and  of  the  most  unpardonable  neglect  in  never  visit- 
ing the  Hospitals.  Doctor  Rush,  Physician  General 
of  the  middle  district,  asserted  that  one  half  the  sol- 
diers who  died,  "  perished  by  the  present  medical  eg- 
tahlishmenty^  and  that  he  might  not  be  considered  as 
participating  in  tlie  guilt  of  such  neglect,  he  request- 
ed permission  to  resign  his  appointment.  A  commit- 

*    tee  was  sometime  afterwards  appointed  by  Congress 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Director  General, 
but  it  was  too  late  to  remedy  the  evil.  Thousands 
had  already  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  inattention  of  the 
Hospital  Department.   /  ..^^^  ^ 
-  The  Commissariat  had  been  saddled  with  so  many 
restrictions  by  Congress,  that  it  became  another  source  , 
'  %i  inconvenience  and  trouble  to  the  Commander  in  . 
Chief;  and  that  body  were  at  length  induced  to  do 
away  all  their  former  resolutions  on  the  subject,  and 
appoint  a  Commissary  General  with  unlimited  au- 
thority over  his  department. 

£arly  in  the  year,  Congress  had  determined  upon 
the  invasion  of  Canada,  without  a  single  requisite  for 

.  60  arduous  an  undertaking,  in  the  depth  of  winter. 
It   The  young  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  was  chosen  t© 
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commaiid  this  expedition,  with  the  Generals  Conway 
moA  Starke^  and  the  Baron  de  Kalb ;  but  as  migbi 
bave  baen  fMreseeiit  the  idiaa  was  abandoned '  almost 
as  soon  as  formed,  and  it  was  followed  by  the  resig- 
nation of  General  Conway  as  Inspector  General* 
Washington  had  now-an  op)M>rtanity  of  recommend* 
in^  His  friend  the  BaroHi  de  Sieuhen  for  thkt  important 
otVu  e,  which  was  soon  after  conferred  upon  him'bj 
Con^es!^,  with  the  rank  of  Major  General.  The, 
great  military  talents  of  the  Baron,  were  iooii  ren- 
dered i^nspicnons  in  the'improi^d  discipline  of  the 
men  ;  and  his  cordial  cooperation  in  all  the  views  of 
Washington,  rendered  him  eminently  serviceable  in 
etbcting  a  radical  and  pennanent  reform  in  the  ar- 
my. 

About  the  same  time,  the  Count  Pulaski  was  em- 
powered to  raise  an  independent  legion ;  .and  the 
sanepoweir^  with  tike  rank  of  Major  Commandas^ 
was  ghrenio  Captain  Henry  Lee  of  Tir&;inifl,  whose  . 
gallant  services  with  his  brave  troop  of  light  dragoons 
have  already  been  noticed.  ' 

Gonmil  Gafes^  ia  the  mean  time^  was  ordered  to 
take  command  of  the  troops  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment,  and  to  make  such  a  disposition  of  his  means, 
as  eflTectually  to  secure  the  passes  of  the  highlands  on 
ikf^  North  Biver. 
•  While  these  preparations  were  making  by  the 
Americans  for  a  vigorous  opening  of  the  campaign,- 
Bir  WilUam  Howe  was  passing  the  winter  in  Phila- 
delphia, as  he  had  done  that  in  Boston^in  a,  foil  and 
lieeatiotts  enjoyment  of  all  its  pleasures.  His  con- 
duct here  again  gave  rise  to  surmises  and  suspicions 
injurious  to  his  reputation  as  a  soldier,  and  as  a  mitn 
of  honour.  That  ho  should  have  spent  the  winter  in 
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woriiie  than  ^dleness'/wtth  his  well  appdiiiied  ulnj^ 
within  a  Yew  miles  of  the  naked^  starring  and  sickly 
army  of  Washiugtou  at  Valley  Forge,  was  a  subject 

,  well  calculated  to  excite  unfavourable  inquiries.  It 
'was  weU  known  that  8ir  William  was  a  man  of  chi- 
valrick  courage  in  the  field,  and  we  faaye' already  seen 
enough  of  his  character  to  show,  that  his  conduct 
could  not  have  been  influenced  by  any  disboncmrable 
partiality  for  his  ifinemies — what  then  could  have  pro- 
duced that  disinclination  lo  profit  by  the  advantagesr 
which  were  so  roiitiniially  thrown  in  his  way?  This 
is  a  question  which  we  cannot  attempt  to  solve. 
;  Abottt  the  middle  lif  ilpitji^^ 

'^eaktfni  J^  the  English 

V  vernour  Tryon,  at  New-York.  Whether  they  were 
sent  to  him  by  the  Minister  himself^  with  a  view  to 
their  being  privately  circulated  among  the  people^  oT; 

"^whether  they  came  to  him  from  some  other  source^ 
anil  this  mode  of  trying  their  effect  was  the  suggestion  , 
of  his  own  folly,  is  not  known.  It  is  highly  proba- 
ble^ howeve^,  that  it  made  a  part  of  Lord  North^s  sys- 
tem. As  soon  as  a  copy  of  them  came  into  the  hands 
of  Wasliington,  he  forwarded  it  to  Congress  at  York- 
town  ;  and  that  body  very  wisely  determined  to  jnii- 

«  liah  the  whole  as  widely  as  possible^  with  sucn  te« 

.  marks  as  were  calculated  to  counteract  any  injurious 
effect  which  it  might  have  upou  the  ignorant.  The 
knowledge  of  these  measures  on  tlie  part  of  the  Miu- 

.^isfry,  excited  even  stronger  resentment  in  the  Biftisli 
army  and  refuf^ees,  than  it  did  in  the  Americans 
themselves.    The  former  had  been  looking  for  a  pro- 
'^mised  reinforcftmeni  of  SO^OOO  men^  and  to  be  amu'^ 
sed  with  what  l6ey  considered  disgracefiil  proposi- 
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(ions  for  a  treaty^  must  aecessarily  baye  been  a  sore 
diaAppoioioient. 

la  ft  few  days  afite  GongnM  had  taken  the  nfisw-t 
•ary  pMcaatfens  toward  againil  theae  infddioaa  de- 
signs of  the  British  Ministry,  Mr.  Bimeon  Deane  ar- 
rived at  Yorktown,  with  copies  of  the  Treaties  which 
had  been  aigiifid  Piria  with  hk  most  Chriaiiaa 
Majesty  Lools  XV L  The  treaty  of  CottHBeree  had 
been  signed  on  the  80tb  of  January,  and  that  of  Alli- 
ance on  the  6th  of  February.  Mr.  Deane  was  also 
the  heaier.ef  much  other  pleasing  iotettigepce,  and 
among  other  things  of  the  preparatiena  whieh  the  * 
King  of  France  was  making  to  aid  his  new  allies. 
This  was  a  step  which  had  been  foreseen  by  every  re- 
flecting pditicfaui'of  6Hreat  Britahi,  from  the  moment 
that  America  waa  driven  to  resistance.  The  loss  of 
the  Colonies  in  America  had  never  been  forgotten  by 
France^  and  it  required  no  great  sagacity  to  predict^ 
that  she  would  seize  the  earlieat  opportunity  that  pre- 
sented itself  of  retaliating  upon  her  ancient  enemy.  ' 

The  joy  of  C<>iiii;ies9  and  of  the  people  upon  the 
moaipt  of  these  Treaties,  was  manifested  by  pubiick 
aeclmnalion,  hy  the  firing  of  rouinon^  and  by  every  spe- 
cies of  extravagant  demonstration.  Tlie  Treaties 
were  read  by  the  Chaplains  at  ihv  head  of  each  bri- 
gade of  the  army,  aud  ioud  hua^as  testified  the  de-' 
light  with  which  they  Were  heard.  One  of  the  first 
steps  of  Congress,  after  the  ratifkation  of  the  Trea- 
ties, was  the  appointment  of  Commissioners,  or  Am- 
hassadoinrs,  to  the  Courts  of  Spain,  Tuscany,  Vienna 
and  Berlin;  and  as  an  evidence  how  much  this  neW 
alUaaMce  had  exalted  theii  in  their  own  eyes,  these 
Commissioners  were  directed  to  live  in  a  style  and 
numuer  suiUMB  to  the  dignitg  0/  their  jfuUick  chmr-' 

V0L«  II,  ' 
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«0f 0r.^  TiMe  proeeeditigfl  wemfoOowed  by  an  ^  Ad« 

dress  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
tictLf'^  whichy  besides  being  published  in  all  th&  Ga- 
settes,  was  diradBd  to  h^  MiAfivm  A0  jmtpit  bj  eve- 
ry minisler  of  the  Gospel  in  iht  oiMUitry.  Thi«  paper 
contained  an  eloquent  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  the 
people^  >vhich  thejr  invoked  by.eveqr  tie  of  honour^ 
jnstioe  and  intereat  And  in  the.wamth  of  their  feel- 
ings  excited  bj  thi§  occasion,  they  passed  a  resola- 
tiou  granting  half-pay  to  all  officers  who  .should  ^erve 
durins;  the  war. 

.  While  these  things  were  Amttg  in  Oongressy  Sit 

Henry  Clinton  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  and  super- 
-  seded  Sir  William  Howe  in  the  command  of  iUe  army, 
the  latter  having  requested  permi^^sion  to  return  to 
England.  Bir  Henry  Clinton  had  been  added  to  the 
Commisfiionefs  before  named  in  Lord  North's  Con* 
dilatory  Bills,  and  very  soon  after  his  arrival  he  was 
Joined  by  the  other  three.  An  attempt  was  immedi- 
ately made  to  open  a  negociation  with  Congress,  by, 
means  of  th^r  Secretary  Dr.  Ferguson,  but  General 
Wasliiugtun  refused  him  the  requisite  passport:  and 
the  Commissioners  were  compelled  to  adopt  the  ordi- 
nary means  of  correspondence*  Their  first,  letter  to 
Congress  was  written  in  the  most  flattering  terms  of 
respect,  and  offered  every  concession  short  of  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  independence.  To.  this  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress  was  directed  to  reply^  politely  but 
firmly,  that  the  Commissioners  were raistsken  in  snp* 
posing  that  they  came  to  treat  with  subjects  of  his  Bri- 
tannick  Majesty — and  that  however  desirable  it  might 
b^  to  Ae  United  States  to  sonclndeaTreatyof  peaoe^ 
the  preliminary  to  any  negotiation  for  that  purpose 
npsthe  an  open  and  explicitrecognition  of  thmr  Ulde- 
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pendence.  The  Commissioners  made  an  artful  re- 
ply^ in  which  they  insinuated  that  they  had  already 
admitted  a  degree  of  independence ^  and  were  dispos- 
ed te  go  further,  if  Congress  would  communicate  to 
them  the  powers  by  which  they  were  authorised  to 
treat  with  foreign  nations/^  . 

Here  the  correspondence  with  Congress  ceased; 
and  a  scene  of  intrigue,  fraud,  bribery  and  corruption^ 
commenced  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners,  as  dis-  ' 
graceful  and  dishonourable  to  the  English  name,  as 
it  was  fruitless  in  its  resulti  Governour  JohnstonCf 
particularly  distinguished  himself,  in  the  infamous 
game  which  was  now  attempted  to  be  played  off  upon 
the  American  people.  To  one  of  the  members  of 
Congress  he  offered  a  direct  bribe  of  ten  thousand 
pounds  sterling,  if  he  would  further  the  views  of  the 
Commissioners — the  offer  was  made,  through  the  me- 
dium of  a  Mrs.  Ferguson,  to  Mr.  Reed,  the  former 
Aid  de  Camp,  and  confidential  friend  of  General 
Washington.  The  gallantry  of  Mr.  Keed  compell- 
ed him  to  make  a  reply  to  the  lady  ;  and  he  soon  si- 
lenced all  doubts  that  might  have  arisen  on  the  ade- 
quacy of  the  8um,  by  stating  that  though  he  hardly 
considered  himself  as  worth  purchasing,  yet  "the 
King  of  Great  Britain  was  not  rich  enoiigh  to  do  it.'* 
Governour  Johnstone  next  addressed  himself  succes- 
sively to  Robert  Morris  and  Francis  Dana  ;  but  find- 
ing that  he  had  mistaken  his  men,  he  cliangcd  tiie  tone 
of  adulation  with  which  he  had  commenced  his  ope- 
rations, into  one  of  threatening  and  scurrilous  abuse. 

One  of  the  Commissioners  had  brought  with  him  a 
secret  order  to  General  Clinton,  to  evacuate  Philadel- 
phia, and  repair  immediately  to  New  York  with  his 
army.    1  bis  order  was  supposed  to  be  founded  on 
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the  pratmnptioit  ttuit  the  BVinoh  sqmdrai  wliiiA  «^ 

was  known  had  already  sailed  from  Toulon,  was  des- 
tmed  for  the  Delaware ;  and  tbat  the  airngr  might  thoa 
lie^tnipped.  SkHenfji  however  cxtvMvdUMiyli^ 
might  have  thought  the  order,  «t  MKhaMomeiityhMl- 
ened  to  prepare  for  its  execution ;  and  by  the  time  the 
CommisaioBym  had  rendered  theniielves  saflBcieatlj 
^dioiifi^  he  was  rea^y  to  inoTe. 

Washington,  aa  CMHm  ae  he  becaaie  mirihie  of 
enemy^s  intention  of  abandoning  Philadelphia^  called 
a  couDcil  of  the  offioers^  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
inviting  a  general  engagement^  which  aa  he  conlcl 
hring  near  eleven  thoaaaml  men  into  the  teld,  he 
thought  adviseable.  But  his  officers  determined  oth- 
erwise,  and  Washinglon  for  a  few  days  yielded  to  thaiv 
advioe^  He  however^  in  the  mean  time,  eenl  Mor- 
gan, with  600  men,  to  rei^orce  General  Maxwell's 
Brij2;ade,  with  orders  to  obstruct  the  progress  of  the 
enemy  as  much  as  possible  through  thejersies;  whila 
he  hUnself  with,  the  main  army  moved  teturuds  Gor* 
lyell's  ferry,  that  he  might  be  ready  to  seiae  any  ad«i 
vantageoiis  oppurtunity  that  niiii;ht  oiler  lor  a  general 
attack.  The  pirogre^s  of  CJUntoa^  encumher^  as  ha 
l^api^.irith  an  enorpiNiaVI|i|l^itji!^.|if  heavy  bagg^^ 
vi^aa  neeeemrily  slow^for  in  addition  to  the  usual 
bas;gage  and  provision  for  such  an  army,  lie  had  pro- 
vided against  the  possibility  of  suffering  iu  case  of 
nnexpected  delays  in  hia  march,  by  a  store  of  provi* 
sions  snffldent  to  have  lasted  him  for  a  month  ;  so  that 
his  baggage  wagons^  horses,  and  carts^  resembled  tiid 
suite  of  an  army  of  a  hundred  thousand  men,  andco- 
.vered  almost  as  great  an  extent  of  gnmid.  Upon 
'teaching  Mount  Holly,  Clinton,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
pectations of  Washini^^tooktheMad  towardabaa^ 
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dy  Uook^  instead  of  keeping  to  the  left  towards  the 
Rariton^  and  thus  induced  Wasfaio^tun  to  suppose 
that  his  olgtct  wm  to  draw  him  into  aa  is&gagemeiit 
itttkeilatcoulrsry  and  ikm  by  a  rapid  cluuigecrf  mo-  ' 
tion  to  pursue  the  route  to  Brunswick.    But  Clinton 
was  neither  anxious  to  seek  nor  to  avoid  an  engage- 
■eiil;  iie  had  chosen  thai  rootc,  moot  pfobablj  be* 
cause  he  thought  it  possible  iiialGetieral  AatosaugM 
form  a  junction  with  Washington  at  the  Rariton,  and 
thHS  cut  off  his  retreat.    Whatever  might  have  been 
Us  ofegecty  Washingtani  irae  for  a  tteie  deceived  bj 
it ;  but  the  moment  he  discovered  that  Olinton  meaii^ 
to  pursue  his  course  to  the  sea  coast^  he  deieruilued 
not  to  let  him  escape  without  battle. 
'  With  tUs  view,  he  despatched  a  body  of  troops  un* 
der  the  Marqnis  de  la  Fayette,  -  with  ord^  to  ap- 
proach and  harrass  the  enemy's  rear,  while  he  mov- 
ed OD  with  the  main  army  to  his  support.  Clinton, 
anppomng  fhim  this  measare  that  WashingUin'a  ob« 
ject  was  simply  to  cat'  off  his  baggage,  placed  his 
M'liolc  train  of  incumbrances  in  the  front,  under  the 
orders  and  protection  of  General  Knyphausen,  and 
remained  himself  with  the  main  body  of -his  army,  tor 
check  the  attempts  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Vayelte.  Thie 
made  it  necessary  for  Washington  to  send  a  larger 
force  to  the  aid  of  the  Marquis,  and  two  brigades  be- 
ing ordered  to  join  him^  tte  whole  force  was  placed 
nnd^r  the  command  of  Major  General  Leis.  Olinton^ 
with  his  whole  army,  lay  at  Monmouth,  a  few  miles 
from  the  heights  of  Middletowu  ;  it  was  important 
therefore  tliat  the  attack  should  be  made  beiore  he 
eonld  reach  so  advantageoos  a  position.  At  day  light 
on  the  morning  of  the^th,  General  Knyphaiisen  mov- 
ed on  from  Monmouth  with  the  baggage^  while  Sir 
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Heni*y  with  the  elite  of  the  array,  maintained  his  po- 
sition until  eight  o'clock.  Upon  receiving  intelligence 
of  this  movement,  Washington  sent  orders  to  Lee  at 
Englishtown,  seven  miles  from  Monmouth^  to  march 
on  to  the  attack  of  the  British  rear ;  unless  there  should 
appear  very  powerful  reasons^'  to  deter  him — giv- 
ing him  information^  at  the  same  time,  that  he  was 
approaching  to  his  support. 

Lee  lost  no  time  in  putting  his  troops  into  motion, 
and  hy  the  time  he  had  advanced  within  a  few  miles 
of  Monmouth,  he  discovered  that  Clinton  was  also  in 
(  motion,  and  advancing  to  meet  him.  General  Gray- 
son, with  the  two  brigades  of  Scott  and  Varnum  led 
the  van  of  Lee- s  division,  and  were  soon  joined  by 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  The  whole  party  seem- 
ed to  be  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  and  continued  to  pass  and  repass  the  ravines 
wliich  every  wbere  intersect  this  part  of  the  country. 
In  this  state  of  indecision,  Cornwallis,  who  led  the 
van  of  the  enemy,  made  a  furious  charge  with  his  dra- 
goons, upon  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  aud  drove 
him  back  in  some  confusion.  Lee,  in  the  mean  time, 
under  supposition  that  Cornwallis  was  detached  from 
the  main  army,  made  a  feint  of  retreatiqg,  that  he 
might  draw  the  General  after  liim  ;  but  one  of  his  offi- 
cers, General  Scott,  who  had  under  him  the  greater 

*  part  of  Lee's  forces,  misunderstood  the  orders,  and 
actually  retreated.    This  obliged  Lee  to  follow  until 

•  he  could  overtake  him,  the  army  hanging  upon  his 
.  rear — in  this  situation,  he  was  met  by  Washington, 

who,  vexed  at  a  supposed  disobedience  of  his  orders, 
accosted  him  with  rather  more  vehemence  than  the  hot 
temper  of  Lee  could  brook — he  refused  to  explain  his 
conduct,  and  a  warm  altercation  ensued. 
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Boved  on  to  battle^  and  a  general  actUHi  was  mmhi 

brought  on,  which  lasted  through  the  whole  of  oueof  • 
the  hottest  days  of  the  summer. 
i^t^h^  who  had  beenordoied  again  to  lead  the  van^ 
met  the  whole  ahocli  of  the  Britieh  advance^  which  he 
sustained  with  his  usual  gallantry^  until  so  closely  < 
puraued  by  the  Britiah  horse^  that  his  troops  gave 
wjLjr^  aad     waa  again  compelled  to  retreat  $  which 
be  did  with  the  most  perfect  order  and  coobiesa. 
Before  the  retreat  of  Lee,  General  Greene  moved  up 
with  ilia  dividio%  and  in  conjunction  with  General 
WAyne>  took  anch  a  positioa  that  tiie  British  gave 
way,  and  retired  behind  a  deile;  where  before  aojic 
disposition  could  be  made  to  attack  them,  night  came 
on,  aiid  both  armies  drew  off  from  the  contest. 

No  adyaBta|;e  waa  gained  to  either .  poHy  by  this 
hard-fooght  battle ;  nor  was  the  loss  Tery  great  on 
eitlier  side.  The  British  left  on  the  field  two  huTidred 
and  forty  nine,  who  were  afterwards  buried  by  our 
men^  besides  those  tiiat  were  Iraried  by  their  «owa 
men  daring  the  night— «nd  forty  four  wonnded. 
Among  their  killed  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  Monck* 
ton,  an  officer  of  considerable  distinction. 

The  Americans  lost  60  JkiUed,  and  160  wounded« 
Among  the  killed^  were  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bonner^ 
and  Major  Dickmau.  Many  of  the  soldiers  of  both 
M^es  fell  dead npon  tjtiefield^  from  excesa of  Utigf^ 

WaAingtbn  lay  upon  bis  arms  all  night,  expect- 
ing to  renew  the  attack  in  the  morning ;  but  Sir  Hen- 
ry Clinton  disappointed  hijn  by  moving  off  at  mid* 
night  with  bis  whole  antay^  'Ond  as  Washington^ 
though  be  ni^t  very  justly  Qlaim  the  victory^  was 
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not  in  a  situation  to  pursae  him  over  the  deep 
gands  of  Jersey,  he  continued  bis  route  without  fur- 
ther molestation  to  New- York.  Washington  after 
refreshing  his  wearied  troops,  and  providing  as  far 
as  possible  for  the  comfort  of  the  wounded^  moved  on 
at  liis  leisure  towards  the  Hudson. 

The  reception  which  General  Lee  met  with  from 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  was  not  easily  to  be  for- 
gotten. J^e  very  imprudently  renewed  the  irritation 
of  Washington's  feelings,  by  addresRiug  a  letter  to 
him  after  the  action,  in  which  he  expressed  himself  in 
harsh  and  unwarrantable  terms.  Tiie  consequence 
was  his  arrest  and  trial  by  a  (3ourt  Martial.  The 
charges  against  him  were,  1st.  Disobedience  of  orders 
in  not  attacking  the  enemy  on  the  28th  of  June, 
mgrecably  to  repeated  instructions. — 2d.  •Misbeha- 
viour before  the  enemy  on  the  same  day,  in  making 
an  unnecessary,  disorderlji  and  shameful  retreat — 
and  3d.  Disrespect  to  the  Commander  in  Chief.  The 
Court  Martial,  of  which  Lord  Stirling  M  as  President, 
found  him  guilty  upon  all  these  charges — upon  what 
proofs,  it  would  puzzle  the  most  indefatigable  re- 
searcher into  the  mysteries  of  testimony,  to  discover. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  orders  given  to  Lee, 
reserved  to  him  a  discretionary  power.  If  indeed  he 
had  obeyed  them,  without  attending  to  the  "  very 
powerful  reasons''  which  forbade  it,  he  must  have 
lost  his  whole  division,  which  amounted  to  no  more 
than  5000,  while  the  force  of  Clinton  was  more  thaa 
three  times  that  number ;  and  Washington  with  the 
main  army  was  six  miles  in  the  rear.  The  second 
charge  was  so  totally  contrary  to  the  fact,  so  wholly 
repugnant  to  the  life  and  character  of  General  Lee, 
go  inconsistent  with  the  conduct  of  the  many  brave 
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and  excellent  ofRcsrs  who  served  in  his  division,  that 
the  decision  of  the  Court  becomes  perfectly  enigmat- 
ical. That  he  was  gnilty  of  disrespect  to  the  Com- 
mander  in  chief,  was  unfortunately  too  true  :  and  the 
sentence  of  the  Court,  which  was  a  suspension  from 
commajid  for  twelve  months,  seems  to  imply  that  this 
was  the  only  charge  which  they  themselv  es  believed 
to  be  true,  notwithstanding  their  most  extraordinary 
decision.  For,  if  General  Lee  had  really  been 
thought  guilty  of  the  two  first  charges,  the  punish- 
ment was  wh!>lly  inadequate  to  the  offence — he  de- 
served death,  and  would  have  met  it,  under  any  ser- 
vice in  the  world.  What  then  are  we  to  suppose  were 
the  motives  of  the  Court? — Surely  they  could  not 
have  thought  to  ^af//j7  the  Commander  in  Chief,  by 
disgracing  General  Lee  ? — And  yet  we  shall  search 
in  vain  into  the  recesses  of  the  human  heart,  for  any 
other  motive,  which  could  have  induced  them  to  defy 
truth,  justice  and  fact,  to  destroy  the  reputation  of  a 
brave,  and  veteran  soldier,  whose  enthusiastick  love 
of  liberty  alone  had  brought  him  from  his  native  coun- 
try to  fight  the  battles  of  our  infant  republick.  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  add,  that  Lee  never  again  drew 
his  sword.  ...       .  .... 

Congress,  which  had  removed  its  session  to  York- 
town  when  Sir  William  Howe  took  possession  of 
Philadelphia,  returned  to  the  latter,  as  soon  as  it  had 
been  evacuated  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  The  city  con- 
trary to  all  expectations,  was  found  to  have  received 
little  or  no  injury  by  the  enemy troops — a  fact  very 
much  to  the  credit  of  Sir  William  Howe.  . 

The  Commissary  General  Wadsworth,  having  re- 
ported to  Congress  the  extreme  diflBcnlty  of  supply- 
ing the  army,  under  the  existing  regulations  of  prices, 
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vUcb  faadlieen  adopted  %j  tbe  LegMttees  of 

•cvcral  Blatei^,  that  body  passed  some  resolutions  re- 
commendiDg  to  the  several  states  the  suspension  of 
the  regolatiooa— ^which  had  no  oilier  effect  than  to  * 
iavite  violatiotia  of  the  law,  and  afford  opportunities 
for  individuals  to  amass  fortunes  at  the  publick  e;c- 
pense* 

An  nnfortanale  drcanutance  had  oocurred  among 
the  prisoners  at  Cambridge,'  in  the  month  of  June, 

winch  led  to  a  correspondence  between  General 
Heath,  and  General  Philipsi  and  whiclf  was  now  Uid 
before  Congress.  From  these  papers  it  appeafed^ 
that  a  British  Lieutenant,  in  defiance  of  all  roles,  mili- 
tary, conventional  or  moral,  insisted  upon  passing 
over  the  limits  of  Iiis  parole,  with  a  view  to  take  the 
air  J  in  the  company  of  two  jprosH^icto.  The  centi- 
nel  of  course  refused  him  permission  to  pass,  and  the 
c;cntlenian  persisted — addins;  to  the  impropriety  of 
his  conduct  by  abuse  of  the  centinel  for  performing 
bis  doty.  The  centinel  several  times  repeated  his 
order  tostoptbot  Mr.  Brown  went  oo,  and  wassibf.  The 
conduct  of  freneral  Philips,  on  this  occasion,  was  lit- 
tle less  improper  than  that  of  the  Lieutenant  had 
been ;  and  General  Heath  veiy  properly  revoked  his 
parole,  and'  confined  him  to  his  quarters  under 
guard,  which  Congress  approved  of  by  resolution. 

The  escape  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  of  liord 
Howe  from  the  Delaware,  was  peibi^s  one  of  the 
most  signal  instances  of  good  fortune  that  ever  occur- 
red to  an  army.  The  British  fleet  had  scarcely  left 
llie  Capes  of -the  Delaware,  when  the  Count  D^£s'«. 
iaing  with  a  mnch.snperiour  force  appeared  on  the 
coast  of  Virginia,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  came 
into  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware*   His  grand  oi^ect 
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had  been  to  surprise  the  Eu{;lisli  ileet  at  Philadelphia)' 
which  nothin:;  but  the  most  extraordinary  continuance, 
of  bad  weather  on  his  passage  from  Tuulou  could 
have  prevented.  If  lie  had  arrived  only  ten  days  be- 
fore he  did,  Sir  Henry  Clinton^s  whole  army  must 
have  fallen,  as  his  movements  were  so  intimately 
connected  with  the  fleet,  that  any  disaster  to  the  lat- 
ter must  inevitably  have  led  to  his  destruction. — Or, 
if,  instead  of  coming  at  all  into  the  Delaware,  the 
Count  D'Estaing  had  gone  immediately  to  New- 
York,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  same  fate 
would  have  been  the  result  to  the  British  army  and 
fleet.  It  can  hardly  be  supposed,  that  the  Count 
had  not  heard  of  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  sailins;  of  the  fleet,  before  he  arrived  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Delaware — intelligence  of  such  import- 
ance is  generally  communicated  with  great  rapidity — 
but  he  seems  on  all  occasions,  to  have  paid  a  too 
scrupulous  regard  to  the  literal  construction  of  his 
orders;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  the  arri- 
val of  his  fleet  failed  to  render  all  the  services  which 
the  Americans  had  a  right  to  expect  from  it.  He  fol- 
lowed Lord  Howe  to  New-York,  it  is  true,  but  before 
his  arrival  there.  Sir  Ifenry  Clinton  and  his  army 
were  safe  ;  and  if  he  had  succeeded  in  passing  beyond 
the  bar  at  Sandy  Hook,  the  only  advantage  which 
he  could  have  gained  would  have  been  the  capture  of 
the  fleet.  It  appeared,  however,  that  even  this  was 
denied  to  him,  for  it  was  declared  by  his  pilots  to  bo 
impossible  for  his  large  ships  to  pass  the  bar. 

The  Count  D'Esluing  continued  without  the  Hook 
from  the  8th  to  the  22d  July,  blockading  the  English 
fleet.  During  this  time  a  great  number  of  Euglisli 
vessels  fell  iuto  his  hauds^  that  were  daily  arriving 
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with  proTlrfmis  and  olber  storM  fte  ibe  ile^t  and  ar- 
my. The  condtirt  of  the  British,  both  officers  and 
muk,  while  ihaiy  ware  ,  thus  blockaded,  deaervea  the 
auMfc  hommrable  mentioiL  So  many  of  the  amy  yolaii- 
teered  to  serve  on  board  the  fleet  as  mariners,  that  it  " 
became  necessary  to  decide  by  lot,  who  should  have 
ibu  hoDour ;  and  gentlemen  of  the  first  distinotioii 
presented  themaelvesto  Lord  Howe,  tii  be  dkpbsed 
of  as  he  might  think  most  conducive  to  his  successful 
defence.  It  was  the  display  of  a  spirit  not  more  ho- 
ononrable  to  the  British  nation^.tban  to  the  ehiMM- 
-  ter  of  Lord  Howe,  in  whose  skill  and  Talonr^  eveijr 
one  seemed  to  place  the  most  implicit  reliance.-^ 
The  Captain  of  a  trading  Tosselj  which  constituted 
bis  only  prefer  ty,  oftSNred  her  as  a  fre  Mp,  and  to  oon< 
dnct  her  himself  as  he  mi^  be  directed,  wilholit  re- 
ward or  even  remuneration  for  the  sacrifice  of  his  all. 
£Wtunately  for  the  British  this  patriotick  and  chival- . 
fons  spirit  was  not  pnt  to  the  tesi— If  the  French 
ieel  bad  passed  the  bar  into  the  baibonr  of  New- 
York,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  tlie  most  bloody  en- 
gagement would  have  ensued  ever  recorded  in  the  • 
atinals  of  naval  warfkre*  Bot  Providence  determined 
otherwise.  The  Count  D'Estaing  departed  front 
New- York  just  as  many  days  too  soon,  as  he  had  ar- 
rived in  the  Delaware  too  late,  or  the  whole  of  Ad- 
miral Byron's  scattered  fleet  would  have  fallen  into 
his  hands,  a  resistless  prey. 

About  this  time,  General  Washington  had  formed 
a  plan  for  attacking  the  garrisons  in  Rhode  Island, 
trhich  bad  been  in  the  possession  of  the  British  since 
December,  1776.  General  Sullivan  was  employed 
to  command  the  expedition,  with  a  force  of  ten  thou- 
sand  men;  aadthoComt  IHiiotaing  now  bent  his 
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course  towards  the  harbour  of  Newport,  for  the 
purpose  of  cooperating  with  him.  The  appearance 
of  the  French  fleet  off  Newport,  induced  the  British 
Commander,  Major  General  Sir  Robert  Pii;ot,  to 
give  orders  for  burning  and  sinking  six  English  vessels 
that  lay  within  the  harbour ;  to  prevent  their  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  Count.  And  this  loss  to  the 
enemy  was  the  only  advantage  gained  by  the  expe- 
dition. Sir  Robert  Pigot  had  about  six  thousand 
men  under  his  command,  so  advantageou"«ly  posted, 
that  without  the  cooperation  of  the  Count  D'Estaiug, 
it  was  impossible  for  General  Sullivan  to  effect  any 
thing.  His  force  was  composed  chiefly  of  volunteers 
and  militia  from  Massachusetts  and  the  adjoining 
states,  all  anxious  for  engagement ;  but  while  they 
were  every  moment  waiting  for  the  assistance  of  the 
Count's  fleet.  Lord  Howe,  who  had  received  intelli- 
gence of  the  danger  which  threatened  his  Majesty's 
forces  in  Rhode  Island,  suddenly  appeared  with  his 
increased  fleet  off  the  harbour,  and  the  Count's  eager- 
ness for  naval  fame  induced  him  to  seek  an  engage- 
ment with  him  at  sea.  The  tempestuous  state  of  the 
weather  rendered  all  their  efforts  on  both  sides  fruit- 
less, to  come  to  a  general  engagement.  Some  of  the 
French  ships,  particularly  the  flag  ship  of  the  Count 
D'Estaing,  suffered  considerable  damage  by  the  gale 
— and  each  party  at  the  entl  of  three  day^,  during 
which  it  lasted,  seemed  to  be  content  to  leave  the  su- 
periority undecided.  The  only  circumstance  worthy 
of  note  in  this  play  of  the  two  fleets,  was  an  engjigc- 
ment  between  a  British  50  gun  ship  and  a  French  7i 
both  of  which  had  escaped  the  effects  of  the  gale. 
The  Isisj  Captain  Rayner,  and  (he  (Vis /r,  Monsieur 
Bougainville,  had  a  severe  contest  within  pistol  shot, 
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which  lasted  for  one  hour  and  a  half,  in  which  the  J-h 
received  so  much  injury  that  she  was  glad  to  escapo 
with  all  sail  before  the  wind. 

At  the  moment  of  the  Count  D'Estaing's  leaving 
the  liarhour  to  meet  the  English  fleet,  General  Sulli- 
van  began  to  move  with  his  troops ;  but  the  weather 
operated  almost  as  much  against  him,  as  it  had  done 
against  the  fleets,  and  it  was  eight  days  after  his  cross- 
ing Uowland's  ferry  to  Long  Island,  before  he  could 
bring  himself  before  the  enemy.  He  knew,  however, 
that  all  his  hopes  of  success  must  depend  upon  the  co- 
operation of  D'Estaing;  and  as,  after  the  storm,  he 
showed  no  disposition  to  return  into  the  harbour,  a 
deputation,  consisting  of  General  Greene  and  the  Mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette,  was  sent  on  board  the  Count'g 
ship  to  urge  his  immediate  return  into  the  harbour. 
This,  it  seems,  he  was  himself  willing  to  do,  but  his 
officers  unanimously  opposed  the  measure,  and  insist- 
ed upon  his  complying  with  instructions  to  proceed 
to  Boston  to  refit  his  shattered  fleet — a  determination 
which  he  had  no  power  to  resist,  and  the  American 
army  was  thus  left  without  that  cooperation  which 
was  essential  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  their 
plans.  A  formal  protest  was  drawn  up  by  all  the 
American  officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette,  and  sent  to  the  Count  immediately  af- 
ter the  return  of  the  deputation  ;  but  it  produced  no 
other  effect  than  a  spirited  reply  from  the  Count,  who 
weighed  anchor  the  next  day  aud  repaired  to  Boston. 

There  can  be  no  just  cause  of  complaint  against  the 
conduct  of  the  Count  d'Estaing,  in  not  returning  into 
the  harbour  of  Newport,  after  the  disasters  which 
his  fleet  had  suffered  in  the  tempest :  his  instructions 
on  that  hei^d  were  positive,  a^d  it  would  have  beca 
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highly  improper  to  have  set  at  nought  the  unanimous 
advice  of  his  oflRcers.  But  he  deserves  censure  for 
having  in  the  first  instance  left  the  harbour  to  seek  the 
gratification  of  his  own  ambition^  when  he  must  have 
known  that  his  remaining  (o  cooperate  with  General 
Sullivan,  would  have  been  the  means  of  effectually 
reducing  the  British  power  in  Rhode  Island.  Unfor- 
tunately the  Count  d'Estaing  was  a  land  officer  ;  and 
so  great  was  the  jealousy  of  the  naval  oflRcers  over 
whom  he  was  placed,  that  they  were  unwilling  to  as- 
sent to  any  measure  which  could  lead  to  the  advance- 
ment of  his  reputation  in  that  character. 

The  moment  it  became  known  to  the  American  ar- 
.  my,  that  the  Count  d*£staing  had  sailed  with  his 
wliolc  fleet  to  Boston,  the  militia  and  volunteers  began 
to  move  ofT;  so  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  Ge- 
neral Sullivan  found  his  numbers  reduced  so  much^ 
that  the  prosecution  of  his  original  design  was  im- 
practicable, and  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  re- 
treat. In  effecting  this  a  severe  engagement  was 
brought  on  between  about  ISOO  Americans,  under 
General  Greene,  and  a  party  of  Hessians  and  font; 
British  regiments  under  Generals  Lossbergand  Smith. 
The  action  lasted  the  whole  afternoon  of  the  29th  of 
August,  and  ended  with  no  great  advantages  on  ei- 
tlier  side.  General  Lovell,  of  the  Massachusetts 
militia,  and  Colonels  Laurens^  Livingston  and  Jack- 
son, particularly  distinguished  themselves.  General 
Sullivan  conducted  the  retreat  in  a  style  that  did  him 
great  iionnur — having  brought  off  all  his  baggage  and 
men,  just  time  enough  to  escape  Sir  Henry  Clinton^ 
who  arrived  from  New  York  on  the  1st  of  September, 
with  a  reiuforcemeut  of  four  thousand  men.       .  :  ' 
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Ijord  Howe,  finding  thai  his  enemy  bad  gone  to 

Boslou,  pursued  liim  tliitlier ;  but  the  sitaatiou  ot  the 
Count  \ias  too  secure  to  render  an  attempt  upon  him, 
adviteable.  Tke  C4Nuit  liad  immediately  on  his  ar- 
rival at  BoBton,  addressed  a  letter  to  Congress,  in  » 
wbicli  he  endeavoured  to  give  a  satisfactory  explana- 
tioQ  of  his  leaving  Newport,  by  representing  the  shat-, 
terod  condition  of  his  fleet,  and  the  positive  ordeis 
from  his  Court  to  repair  to  Boston  should  it  become 
necessary  to  refit  any  of  bis  ships.  He  adverted  to 
the  protect  which  bad  been  made  by  the  American  of- 
Jcers,  in  pretty  spirited  terms;  .and  his  subsequent 
offsr,  nvhen  pressed  to  retom  with  his  fleet  to  New- 
port, to  lead  bis  troops  over  by  land  to  the  assistance 
of  General  Bullivan,  showed  that iiis  conduct  neither 
proceeded  Irom  a  want  of  vakmr  or  of  a  proper  re- 
gard ibr  the  interest  of  his  allies. 

Thus  endx^d  tlie  first  campaign  after  the  alliance 
withlTrance,  in  which  nothing  was  gained  to  either 
tjuty.  The  great  skitl  and  gfdlantry  of  Lord  Howe^ 
though  his  force  was  for  the  most  part  inferiour  to 
that  of  the  Count  d'Estaing,  prevented  the  latter  from 
rendering  us  any  active  services ;  but  lus  arrival  was 
nevertheless  important  to  us  in  another  point  of  view, 
as  it  gave  the  most  unequivocal  assurance  of  the  friend- 
ship of  the  French  King,  and  kopt  up  a  spirit  of  ani- 
mation in  our  resistance^  which  a  dependence  on  our 
own  exertions  «loiie  mi^  not  have  been  able  to.  ef- 
fect. ^ 

Beveral  afiairs  of  a  less  general,  though  not  less  im- 
portant natoro,  occurred  during  the  present  year^: 
which^it  wUl  be  nw  proper  to  relate.  . 

Early  in  January,  a  Captain  John  Folger  arrived 
fiom  Paris,  with  a  large  packet  oi  papers  directed  to 
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,tlie  Pre.sideiit  of  Congress,  which  upon  inspection 
Averc  discovered  to  be  blank.  This  circumstance  was 
well  calculated  to  excite  suspicion  of  some  intended 
fraud,  and  Captain  Folger  was  ordered  to  be  impr^^' 
sonedf  under  an  impression  that  he  knew  more  of  it 
than  he  was  willing  to  communicate.    He  was  also  l 
the  bearer  of  despatches  from  our  Commissioners  at 
Paris,  which  could  lead  to  no  developemeut  of  the 
mystery.     A  committee  was  appointed  by  Congress 
to  investigate  the  strange  affair ;  but  their  examina- 
tion was  fruitless,  and  the  Captain,  after  several 
months  confinement,  was  finally  discharged,  with  the 
payment  of  his  expenses.    A  short  time  after  this  oc- 
currence a  Mr.  Fravcey  amved  from  Paris,  and  pre-  ' 
sented  himself  to  Congress  as  the  agent  of  M.  Beau- 
murchaisy  with  a  letter  of  recomniejulation  signed  by 
Silas  Deane  only^  m  wliich  the  speedy  attention  of 
Congress  was  urgently  requested  to  the  settlement  of 
Beaumarchais^s  claim  for  supplies,  said  to  have  been 
furnished  at  his  owacost.    Though  the  suspicioias  of 
Con  gress  were  siomewhat  awakened  by  the  singular 
manner  in  whicli  this  claim  came  before  them,  they  ne-  • 
vertheless  received  Mr.  Francey  as  the  authorised 
agent  of  Beaumarchais,  and  entered  into  stipulations 
for  the  equitable  adjustment  of  his  claim.— It  would 
be  to  occupy  too  much  time,  and  to  travel  somewhat 
out  of  the  track  prescribed  to  this  history,  to  enter  in- 
to a  minute  examination  of  this  deep  laid  and  villain- 
onai  scheme  of  imposition  ;  in  which  there  is  but  too 
much  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  ])eane,  one  of  our 
Commissioners  at  Paris,  acted  a  primai-y  part.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say,  that  subsequent  events  led  to  a  devel- 
opemcnt  of  the  fraud  :  and  that  after  a  perseverance  of 
more  ( han  foi  fy  years  by  Beaumarchais  and  his  agents, 
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tljc  Congress  (^ven  wliile  v,'t  write  this)  iikVe  almost 
unanimously,  «ih1       hupc^liuull^'^  rejectetUbc  claiai^ 
the  ground  ihat  the  Mipt>lies  ^ere  furnislied  froia 
>  iibeUrea*^ii  r V  of  tlie  King  of  France,  and  tiot  from  the 
"l^m^  i)i  M .  Be^^  ' 
-  Some  time  in  February  of  the  pi-esent. year^  ^.^-^ 
N^'Biddle  sailed  from  Gharlestoii  on  a  cruise,  in  the 
'  lite  Randolph,  of  36  s;unft  and  805  mep.  With 
this  small  force,  on  ihr  niirht  of  the7i^ii  of  March,  he 
/had  the  boldut^s  to  aita(  k  (he  l^ritish  ship  Yarmouth, 
of  •64'gunsx  commanded  by  Captain  .Vincents  With 
such  disparity  of  force,  it  was  nolf  possible  that  the . 
Kandolph  conld  long  sustain  the  action  ;  after  two  or 
three  broadsides,  she  blew. up,  aud  the  wjiple  C|*pw 
were,  lost^  with, the  exception    four  or  five  men,  who  * 
for  five  days  floated  4>n  a'pieefll  of  ihe  wredt-r-at  the 
end  of  this  period  they  were  happily  discovered  by 
Captain  Yiucent;  and  ^ejileved  from  their  distressing 
situation*    .  ^        *  .  V; 

We*  have  now  to  relate  a  transaction,  the  recoUecr^ 
tion  of  which,  even  at  this  distance  of  time,  is  suflB- 

• 

cient  to  freeze  the  blood  of  an  ^n^erican,  and  cause 
hi^i  to,  blush  lUuU  he  sprang  fi^m  a  nation  thai  could  ^ 
ftfrget  {he»duties  and  feelings  of  huinanity.   General  ' 

Schuyler  had  made  repeated  representations  to  the  '. 
,  proper  authority^  of  the  exposed  ^situation  of  the  fron^  . 
/tiers  of  New  ¥ork^  Pennsylvania;  .  and  Maiylandf 
l  Adid  of  the  threatening  attitude  which  the  Savages  had 
.  assumed,  under  the  countenance  of  tu  o  refugee  or  to-* 
.  ry  scoundrels,  by  the  names  of  Butler  Sind  Jiranflt—., 
A  the  Isfit,  half  an  Indian  by  birth,  and  mitt^  than  a  .  • 
i'^jM^a^  'ln  .lerodeosness  of  character.   These  repre* 
mentations  of  (mmu  ijiI  Schuyler,  for  some  reason  or, 
other;  met  with  no  atteution^the  Indians  and  Tories 
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continued  to  increase  in  numbers,  and  to  be  more  and 
more  daring  in  their  actg  of  cruelty  and  depredation. 
At  length  in  the  beginning  of  July,  their  plans  hav- 
j^ing  been  completely  matured,  they  collected  a  consi- 
#dcrable  force  in  the  fine  aud  flourishing  settlement  of 
Wyomin^s;^  on  the  Busqnehannali.   The  scene  which 
transacted  here,  lias  been  so  often  the  theme  of 
sflllie  poet,  the  painter,  and  the  historian,  that  the  sim- 
ple relation  of  it  in  all  that  is  left  us.  Indeed  it  i»  scarce- 
ly iwssible  for  the  imagination  to  go  beyond  tlie  reali- 
,iy  of  barbarous  suflerings  that  were  there  inflicted  up- 
on the  unoffending  and  defenceless  inhabitants. 

The  district  of  Wyoming,  consisting  of  eight  town- 
\liljips,  each  of  five  miles  square,  was  situated  on  both 
brides  of  the  Susquehannah  ;  and  though  within  the 
territory  of  Pennsylvania,  it  was  peopled  almost  en- 
iiiely  by  emigrants  from  Connecticnt.    A  dispute  in- 
deed had  loug  existed  between  these  two  States  un- 
der their  Colonial  goverumonts  with  regard  ta  the 
right  which  both  claimed  to  this  district— which  is 
bnc  of  the  many  proofs  to  whicli  we  had  occasion  to 
'allude,  in  the  earty  part  of  this  history,  of  the  entire 
ignorance  of  the  British  King  and  his  Council,  as  it 
regarded  the  geography  of  this  country.    The  grant 
had  been  originally  made  to  Connecticut,  and  j^fter- 
wards  to  Pennsylvania;  and  these  conflicting  claims 
had  been  8upf)orted  w  ith  such  obstinacy  by  both  Co- 
lonies, that  the  Revolution  found  them  actually  engag- 
ed in  mutual  hostilities.    This  event  pot  an  end  for 
The  time  to  private  jealousies  and  animosities,  and 
the  district  furnished  a  thousand  men  to  the  continent- 
al army.    This  circumstance  alone  is  sufficient  to 
show  the  flourisliing  condition  of  this  romantick  and 
beautiful  countty.     Every  part  of  the  forty  miles 


196  .   AMKBICAlf  .BfiVOJUUTIOK.*  .       —  . 

■  •  ■  .  -  ■  -  / 

• « 

square  resejabled  a  rich  and  fertile  garden.  The  in^, 
4u8trk^::iwiiifl  of  Oonnectical  iifiAf  ootwUhstauding^ 
tfe  dwiant  qualrrels  wfth  their  neighbours/ laboered 

,  so  assiduously  to  improve  their  little  farms,  that  no 
|H>rtion  of  any  country  in  the  worlds  perhapa^  ever 

^fplSw&rtanately,  small  as  this  8iBttle»eift'^^lm/''aiila 
conuerted  as  almost  all  its  inhabitants  were,  by  ties 
of  xoDsanguinity,  they  did  not  unite  on  the  grand  . 
Mjdesiiottof  poUticalindepefideiice.*  There  waremaiiy 

'  fimon^  them  who  still  adhered  to  the  cahseof  the 
Kins;,  and  who  sought  by  every  means  in  their  pow- 
er tu  betray  their  struggling  countrymen.    Of  these  _ 

^^^It^d^      the  language  of  the  day  Tories,  ik^ 

^^^^mii^i^alread  mentioned  were  the  Chleb ;  ami 
it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  one  of  them  was  the  near 
relation  and  of  the  same  name,  of  the  unfortunate 
polonel  Butler  who  eomniaiided  the  troops  of  Wyb^ 
ming.  Being,  as'  it  appears,  abandoned  Ho  them- 
selves by  the  Congress  and  Commander  in  Chief, 
they  were  compelled  to  find  the  means  of  protectiug 

^Ihemselyes  against  tiie  constant  incursions  of  tfaeS^^f 
vages,  and  for  this  purpos^  they  had  constructed  four 
small  forts.  In  the  largest  of  these,  called  fort 
Kingston,  Colonel  Butler  was  statiouedi  wit^i  the 
principal  ftircfc  of  the  setttement.^'^  rv^;^^^^  ' 
^'^^or  a  considerable  time  previous  ^o  tlie  |;(^ni^m  & 
tack,  small  marauding  parties,  consisting  chiefly  of 
ioHesy  had  made  frequent  irruptions  into,  the  settle^ 
^enty  and  coinmitted'  robberies  and  laurdbris ; '  whiW 
the  Indians  themselves  Were  making  dhily  professions 

•  of  friendHhip,  and  dt  luding  the  inhabitants  with  pro- 
mises of  unbroken  peace.    What  seems  tp  have  giv- 

:^ni  f  new  fory  io^fae  torias,  Md  broo^  on  this  ge- 

^-  •  t  ■    -    .  ■ .         . .  •• .  . 
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nm^^l^k  an4  !wyecftAl;4.e^i^^^<>A'  ^^^^^^^^^ 

by  the  people  of  Wyoitfmg,  on  cviaiiiQCi  of  their  coiif;> 
redpouderice  with  the  euemy,  and  sent  to  Coniiet  ticut 
ftr  tml.  ;  TtiiesB  stnmg^rs  formed  ii  part  of  the  coi-ps  : 
tsftoiies/attd  to  avenge  the  io^i^oitg^offei^e^^ 
betrayers  of  hospitality,  the  sons  anrltirbilkei^^^^ 
anhappy  people  of  Wyoming  were  resolved  to  drench 
ilKurvfieU^^ia  Mood,  and  f«j^^oul  all  traces  of  maa 

-^-'irhefprce  under  the  tory  chief,  Butler,  was  JbiSj^;, 
tween  sixteen  and  i^eventeen  hundred  men,  about  one^ 
foorth  of  wjioffi  .w^  Iadiaiw--4h^  tories  w^^  ii^-^. 
guise4aiid  painted,  after  the  mamier  of  the  sayajg^; 
vdih  whom  tliey  seem  to  have  made  an  exchahg^l^'dr  • 
fiatareaT-for  the  cruelties  of  iht  red  men,  were  mer- 
dea  comidtTjBd  to. the  bavharities  which  these  4^^0p 
•American  mboatera  perpetrttted^  Oae  oCihe  ffnr^.wjHf 
betrayed  by  the  tories,  of  whom  the  garrison  chiefly 
consisted    aod  a  ae{H)n|l  being  taken  by  storm,  its  ■  • 

;  whole  Sasct  wam  iiiasaacrad.   After  these  beginnings^ 
ite  tori^  inarch^ to Sjngiirli^whm^    it^^h^  V 
said,  Colonel  Zebuloii  Butler  was  posted  with  abonl^ 
five  hundred  men,  and  all  the  women  and  children, 

.  and  defencetess  personsi^  who^  ha4  crowded  into  th^ 
place  for  protecHon;  It  ii  possible,  aaS  har^  poi^> 
sible,  that  with  this  force,  and  with  these  hindrances, 
tJolonel  Bugler  jnight  have  been  able  to  hold  out  for  % 
itJf^ii|^e  agai^  of .h.^  ii|fainQUs  coiuim 

widi'W  nlimtMi ;  but  b  m  eyj|  bm^  > 

listened  to  the  proposition  of  the  latter  for  a^wrleyy 
and  was  thus  ensnared  beyond  the  possibility  of  es- 
cape. The  iifii^M^^Bvfler 
hk  ifoops  ftom  the  inteatnieill^    the  garfismi,  npiDtit 

r  '  '  ' 
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coocUUpii  tiiat  iU  coramander  should.  ;9Qme  out  Aud 
hjsi^f^  oonferetitee  with  him  in  lbs  b|^'fteld.  ;  (j^^o-* 
%»twBXttrm  easer  no  Aonht  to  ^atch  at  knr  niean»that 
seeftied  to  [nomise  safety  to  liis  |)CM»[^ir,  and  yet  dis- 
V  .tai«ti^,ihe  sinciM-ity  of  the  others  prumises,  consent- 
to^marcfa  out>  but  took  nvith  him  at  '  the  same  time 
rlytbe  whole  foreeorthe  s^arnsmit  to  guard  against' 
iht  very  treachery  to  wliif  h  he  fell  a  victim.  •  •  • 
:  A  ^trang^  weakness  aud  intatuation  seem  to  hava 
alarked  every  step  ef  the  condiict  of  Colonel  Butter^ 
until  en<;a£;ed  in  the  fi^ht,  when  the  desperate  con- 
ras;e  which  he  displayed  evinced  that  his  fate  might 
h^ve.  be|4^  more  prosperous  had  this  courage  been  pro-' 
fUf^ei^etU  he  found  no  |iiershn  to  confisc 

/upod  af^ving  at  the  appointed  plaice^  the^isiiei^ 
of  treaclicrj  which  he  had  before  entertained 
inU^t  have  ainounted  to  certainty ;  and  it  h  almost  in- 
:  i^il^v/^lcrtiiat  he  should  9tillharewaiidei?ed  oh  even 
w'thefocdofthe  monnU^     Where  no  chance  remain- 
ed  for  him  to  retreat,  should  his  fears  be  verified.  This 
.  .:i|r|is  iirecisely  what  tb^  wily  commaudcr  of  the  sa- 
vi^»ei(0^anted.   As  soon  therefore  as  Gohmel  Buder 
|ta^  ^b^wn  htniself  at  4he  entrance  of  the-  iMck  wnod 
■  which  skirted  the  monntain,  the  enemy's  flag  of  truce 
appeared^  as  if  like  himself  fearful  of  ireacliery  ;  the 
/A^^iliifAf;^^^  mbysed  from  placo' 

^ !  place^  Itirihg  the  wretched  troops  of  the  gari^im  to* 
their  niin.  At  1ene;th  the  farce  was  changed  to  a 
dreadful  tragedy,  and  at  the  momeut  that  Colonels 
lluiloi!^  jn  the  honesty  and  isiipplicity  ^  his  hearty  was 
^p^tiiorg  tomeet  inutendtycofifereiioeyhefoiin^  hivr^ 
jifetfrsurroiinded  on  all  sides,  hy  the  yelling  savages^ 
/  ' if^ji^jjllj^B^  than  savage  countrymen.    >    ^  t 
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f^  J^k  was  the  determined  biadtim^      Jithich  : 

fbtttfti  ts  by-  no  means  improbable  the  event  of  the 

day  would  have  be^n  very  diflfere^t,  l^ut  fo^  tjt^e    .  | 

U:eachery  or  (^wi|r4iceof  oQ^of  .  i 

y«ttU|mjge  liad  been  gained  over  tl^  enemy,  cried  Ouit  i 
that  the  Colonel  had  ordered  a  retreats   The  confii- 
8ig^,.w^ic%  ensued  may  be  0«^y  coiic^ed|r  t|^4^y  i 

of  idftoghtar.  I^li^  Colonel  with  al>out  7U         par-  I 

ty,  by  the  most  singular  good  manageniLiit  and  cour-  ^  ' 

a^e^  effecied  ^eijr  escape  aad  gttt^ 

Wakes;bor«»)gh;     ihe^ot^  ^ 

ter  ilie  aavngea  bad  Completed  their  work  of  slaiigh^" 

ter  in  the  field,  they  proceeded  immediately  to  invest. 

Fort  Kingston,  in  ly^iV^hKCal^nelOD^^jOS^    iutU.lie^ii  | 

l^t  wij^  tbe4BHi]4j^^ 

k9M|mvde}eiieele»'^      and  cliildren.    In  ^lich  a       '  I 
state^f  weiikness,  a  de/enoe oi  tlie  Fort  was  out  of  the 
quedtion^  ani^^iyhat  renijiined;t0Beiiy^     ^1%$  %  I 

lif  a  aoTPwdfer.    F«j^  thi  | 
'    the  savas;e  chief  ;  but  that  iuhunuw    ouster^  tU^tt  ' 
Christian  cannibikl,  replied  to  tlbe.  qiu^on  of  teffiiil^'^  . 

tlian  true  to  hUivord — ^for,  when  after  resisting  tiutil  '  ! 

all  his  garrison  were  kijled^or  disabled^  Colonc?!  Btm 

•loir  process  of  lAdividual  murder  insufficient  te  glut  .  '  j 

his  appetite,  shut  up  all  tlui^  wqiftined  in  the  housfif./  .  j 
«^d  b&rracksy  and  lli^  thflf 

«d«Ual6iicetooiiepr(Mni8ct|OiM  liei^c^M^  .  | 
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J600  AMERICAN  UpyOLUTiaN./       /  •    '  ' 

Nothing  now  remained  (hat  wore  the  face  of  resist- 
ance to  these,  savage  invaders^  but  the  little  fort  of 
WilksboroQgh^  into  which  about  seventy  Qf  Colonel 
Btitler's  men  had  effected  tlieir  vetreat,  as  has  been' 
said.  These,  with  about  the  same  number  of  conti- 
nental suldieis^.  constituted  its  whole  force  ^  and 
When  their  enemy  appeared  before  them^  they  snrren-*  ^ 
dered  without  even  asking  conditions,  nilder  the  hope 
that  their  voluntary  obedience  mii^ht  find  some  mercy. 
Bat  mercy  dwelt  not  in  the  bosoms  of  these  American 
tories-T-stthmission  could  not  stay  their  insatiAbie 
thirst  of  blood.  The  cruelties  and  Wharities 
which  were  practised  upon  these  unresisting  sol- 
diers, were  even  more  wanton,  if  possible,  than  those 
'^iphich  had  been  exhibited  at  Jb'ort  Kingston.  The  > 
neventy  continental  soldiers^  because  they  Were  eovltU ' 
nental  soldiers,  were  tlelihwately  butchered  in  cruel 
succession  ;  and  then  a  repetition  of  the  same  scene  of 
general  and  promiscaous  conflagration  took  placid 
which  had  closed  the  tragedy  at  jtihe  other  fort.  Men^ 
women,  and  children  were  locked  up  in  the  liouses, 
and  left  to  mingle  their  cries  and  screams  witii  the 
flames  that  mocked  the  power  of  an  tvenging  God. 

All  (his  U  might  have  been  thought,  woold  have  > 
fully  satiated  even  tory  vengeance  :  but  tlie  desola- 
tion of  Wyoming  was  not  yet  complete — there  s^ill 
lemained  wavii^  fi^elds  of  \corh;  that  liad  {ironused « 
plenty  to  the  wretched  inhabitants^there  still  re*« 
mained  many  evidences  of  the  industry  of  the  farmer 
and  the  mec  hanick.    These  were  to  be  swept  from, 
the  face  of.  the  earth4   And  wlian  the  habitations,  and; 
the  growing  wheats  had  been  alike  given  up  to  the 
flames,  the  vengeance  of  these  merciless  spoilers  next 
fell  upon  the  mute  ai\d.  unoffending  beasts  of  the 
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field.  The  tongues  of  horses  and  cattle  were  cut  out, 
and  the  agonized  animals  driven  about  for  the  amuse- 
ment  of  their  brutal  tormentors.  The  massacre  of 
men,  the  conflagration  of  houses,  the  butchery  of  wo- 
men and  children,  to  the  disgrace  of  civilized  man, 
have  been  often  before  recorded  among  the  calami^, 
ties  and  horrours  of  war;  but  we  hope,  and  believe, 
that  this  is  the  only  instance  in  the  annals  of  the 
)vorld,  where  men  have  made  war  with  the  brute 
J^eation,  and  indicted  torments  from  the  mere  love  of 
cruelty.  The  horses,  farms  and  other  pb^sessious  oi^ 
the  tories  were  exempted  from  the  general  devasta-^ 
tiou,  where  they  were  known ;  but  this  was  not  al- 
ways  the  case — the  ignorance  or  unrestrainable  fe*' 
rocity  of  their  friends,  sometimes  brought  them  into 
a  participation  of  the  general  sufferings,  and  many 
of  them  were  driven  to  seek  protection  from  the  fury 
of  their  friends,  of  the  proscribed  and  wandering  pa- 
triots. 

V  .  JHorrible  as  was  this  tragedy  in  its  general  features, 
there  were  peculiar  circumstances  attending  some  of 
its  scenes,  which,  but  that  the  evidences  of  their  real- 
ity are  too  strong,  we  sliould  pass  over  as  the  creations 
of  a  distempered  mind.  A  Captain  Bedlock,  who 
had  been  taken  prisoner,  had  his  nake<l  body  stuck 
'  full  of  sharpened  pine  sticks,  and  being  in  this  state 
"^placed  within  a  circle  of  turpentine  knots,  the  whole 
was  set  on  fire  ;  and  as  if  to  add  a  mental  pang  to  the 
agonies  of  the  body,  his  two  friends,  Captains  Ran- 
somi  and  Durgee,  were  thrown  into  the  burning  cii^^ 
cle  to  perish  with  him. — A  mother  with  her  daughters 
and  infant  grandchildren  were  butchered  by  a  son; 
her  crime  was  having  married  a  second  husband,  who 
also  fell  by  the  same  hand. — In  another  instance,  a  aow. 
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became  the  cold-blooded  executioner  of  fatlier,  tntrtli' 
er,  si«tcr8.  and  i>rotljejL"s,    These  things  were  not  th^ - 
j>ebalUiiM9  of  a  mmeiitiM^  rstg^         heat  of  battle, 
>--they  weri&  transacted  some  days  after  alltesistawie . 
•     bad  ceased — not  by  the  wild  ontutorod  Indians,  but 
.    :^hy  cicilized  men.  professing  the  relt^ioa^.Christcr— % 
;J^^  B  is  Mldom  jyal^^ 

-  io  i;ea«Uf«  a  wbole  people,  or  ^  VrlA>t6  party,  fyt  the 
>  '    licentious  conduct  of  a  few  individuals;  but  it  certain- 
iy  cannot  be  regarded  as  wondeifnl  that  the  name  of 
i  ierji  slfould  <»iitittiie  -even,  to.  the  present  *d^y  to  be  a 
-  tbeme  of  - eaeeeratton  ' by  the  people- of  the  .  United 
States.    We  do  not  for  a  moment  admit  the  belief, 

■  ■  » 

■     that  the  fiends  of  Wyoming  perpetrated  their.  enor« 
fn^iir jhr^  aaoctioii^  or  by  theiirderai  of  the 
C  "^"f  JWKiali  government  $.  bat  it  mast  iieverthelesB  be  re> 

r':'^.  g«ii'ded  as  an  everlasting  stigma  upon  their  character, 
7 '  ;  th^it  no  means  wore  taken  to  puni&h  these  vioiator^ 
\-  qf  all  law>  bamaa*  and  divine,  .or  to  disavow  the  oft 
jrei|oe» It  ia  too  trae,  indeed,  ,oa:tha  contrary,  ftat 

♦  ^any  of  these  shameless  ontrages  against  humanity 

a^etpjbe  traced  to  the  avowed  ag^p,U  oi  the  English 

^^exdied  the  avarice  of  wiateftA  mil  as  nrf  meny  and  ■ 

"  inured  them  to  scenes  of  blood.    Whether  these 
.  •  «  a'TCut^^liad  the  direct  orders  of  their  governmeut  to  do 
.     rr;.4h^/ or  n^  they  were  certainly  do^^^^  . 
^  ni^  aihd  according  to.tlieinaxini,7/u/^^c/f  peraliufkp . 
;  facit  per  se,  the  govci'nmcnt  mnst  remain  obnoxious 
^  *  to  the  reprpach  of  wauton  barbaiity  in  the  conductcif 

,  •,.;Uic  war^,.^  '''"i'-' vJS— ■  S;-" 
y    tinringtb^  present  dummer,  ain€xpefliiionviu  iit- 

•  •  ;  ted  our  from  Viri^iiiia  by  Colonel  Clarke,  against  the 

^    settlem^uts  ia  the  Mississippi  and  Jiliuois  country.  , 
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His  foTCC  Chnsisted  of  about  250  mSi^'  with  wbom  Be* it- 
undertook  to  traverse  a  distauce  of  1600  miles^ 
through  an  uninhabited  wilderness.    The  provision 
ivhich  they  were  able  to  take  with  thcm^  held  out  - 
only  until  their  arrival  at  the  s;reat  falls  of  the  Ohio, 
from  which  they  had  a  march  of  two  da^  s  before 
them  to  the  town  of  Kaskaskias.    This  town  consist-  ► 
edof  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  houses,  protected, 
by  ii  small  fort,  which  with  proper  precaution  would  „ 
Lave  been  sufficient  to  have  kept  oil*  a  much  larger., 
force  than  that  which  was  now  brought  against  it.  But 
the  Americans,  who  had  fasted  for  two  days,  were  de- . 
termincd  here  to  end  their  sufferings  in  victory  ot  • 
death.    They  had  arrived  at  night,  when  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  town,  unsuspicious  of  any'  hostile  ap- 
proach, were  buried  in  sleep;  so  thai  the  town  and 
fort  fell  into  the  hands  of  Colonel  Clarke,  without  a 
struggle.  He  had  so  well  planned  his  attack  that  not 
a  man  escaped.  The  Governour  was  sent  to  Virginia, 
'  and  the  inhabitants  were  required  to  take  an  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  United  States.  Colonel  Clarke  took  ^ 
up  his  head  quarters  at  tlic  fort,  and  from  thence  plau-^ 
ned  several  expeditions  into  the  neiglibouring  settle- 
ments, wliich  proved  equally  successful — having  ta- 
ken three  French  towns,  and  brought  them  under  alle^^; 
gian<  c  to  the  United  States. 
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.    CHAPTER  Vm. 

,  fleOiptikniiarif  to'  ^r^net-^mtguUd^laWi^/^  tjekmm  tik 

'    attempt  cfMmirtU  Byron^Cbftenii  MeBturktu  U  take  com- 
moffif.i^Soifoii^-^onemcfies  itfSirMenrif  Cjittlon-^Uf  expe- 
iiHan  against  Bedford^gainst  igg  JBMew^**Slaii^ter  of 
.  Ffilosfci*s  Light  Infantry — of  Baylor^s  regiment  of  Horse-^  . 

Congress  ^rant  half  pay  to  the  t^prican  officers. — change 
of  prisoners* — Ejcpeditiom  against  East  F'lorida.-^ir  henry 
Clinton  se7idsan  crpedition  against  Geitr^ia. — Defeat  of  Gme- 
ral  Bobert  Iloive,  and  capture  of  Savannah,  by  Cohmel  Camp- 
belL — Marauding  incuraions  into  Georgia  from  East  Florida. — . 
General  Frevost  arrives — takes  Snnhnry^  and  the  whole  of  Geor» 
gia  falls. — Eaped ition  from  ^coharie — Gallant  exploit  ofJ^a^ 
jar  Talbot. — Conduct  of  the  enemy  at  Cherry  Valley^ — Mr.  Si- 
las Ueane.  makes  an  apjyeal to  tfw people-^Is  answered  by  "  Com-. 

'  mon  »SV«se.*' — Monsieur  Gerard  presents  a  memorial  to  Com* 
gress —  lite  French  and  British  feets  meet  in  tiie  Westlndiest^ 
Generals  Schuyler  and  St,'^^l4ir  honourably  acquitted  by  thtif 

,  Comris  MartMoL-^ntence  against  (MiTOL  Ide  coi^fmud^' 

'  'Milf»tifmgem^t(^fi0t^  '  .\ 

•  Th&  honourable  Bieur  Gerard^  wbo  had- beea 
tftir  'some  time  re^id'eot  in  the  United  States  aa  -a  pnb- 

lick  agent  of  the  Crown  of  France,  was  very  soon  af- 
ter (he  conclusion  of  the  Treaties,  appointed  by  hit 
mB»ier  Minister  PkmpotentiuTjiU^i^ 
Thia  was  an  epoeb  tn  the  bMoiy  of  oorinfant  nalion  ;  . 
and  hig  presentation  to  Congress  was  attended  with 
much  i-eremooy.  The  6th  of  Auguat  had  been  fixed 
np^  for  bk  Introduction ;  the  ^Tenment  Penn- 
gylvania  Were  invited  to  attend,  and  each  member  of 
Congress  was  authorized  to  give  two  tickets  of  ad- 
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misikm  to  Mm  frieDds.  lEke  iob w  llfaiieie^  w:m 
"^diicefl  by  tnro  meinbei^of  Coi|gre&»'afpoiDtotffbrtMit'r; 

duty,  and  beiue;  led  to  a  sfeat,  bis  Secretin^  deliver-^ 
ed  to  the  President  of  Congress,  the  credentials  of  hii^ 
B^oelle^  IB  •  letter  fim  hbjj|iM^  Jkfa« 
.  jesty,  which  being  read,  the  President  formally  an- 
idounced  to  the  Congress  M:  Gerard  as  Mif)i»ter  Ple- 
-nipotentiary.    His.£x€eltf^cy  then  addressed  them  * 
U^^:^^    tpngoe ;  with  Mtiift^ : 

blc^'Complirilietits  ;  and  a^ilMlclc  ebtertaiiimeiit,  ^vea  * 
by  Congress,  closed  the  transaction.  !       *  >; 

A  few  weeks  after  this.  Congress  appo^otedf  fagf  V: 
ballot^  Br.  FrankUn  to  be  Minister  Plenipotentiitfy  ti|^ 
France.   One  of  the  most  importiutt  points  of  hislfi^ 
structionsy  was  to  lay  heiore  the  Cuui  t  of  France  a 
plan  which  had  heen  formed  in  coojutiction  witb  the 
Marnnis  fle  la  Fayette^  aiM  M.  ^rafdr'for  tfa^4oli-  : 
qvLt^i  of  Canada ;  And  the  young  Marquis  swwi'iiflcr 
obtained  leave  from  Congress  to  return  to  France.  He  , 
took  with  him  « letter  of  stjBOii^  recommendation  to ,  r 
the  Frdodr  King  f  And  (^tjwm^l^x^^^ 
ed  to  cause  ati  etegaiit  «#ot€  kn  be  made  and  pnisenK  v 
ed  to  him  in  the  name  of  the  United  States.    The  - 
plan.of  ftQ  e;(pedition  to  Canaijay  which  had  bcoa 
first  sugfpB^d  by  Mr;€h»rard^  h^  niatiifestly  oj^hftrf 
objects  in  view  than  to  aid  the  cause  of  the  TTniteA' ' 
States.    It  has  been  hinted^  in  tlie  early  pai-t  of  this 
work,  that  France  saw  the  ettugglea.  of  the  Colonies 
wkl^llMir'Mi^bcsr^Cg^ 

that  she  look94  forward  to  the  time  when  ft^eooperd- 
tion  with  ns  mig^ht  be  the  means  of  regaining  her  own 
cpoquered  possessions  ii^  America.  1.'faat  this  WAjB  ibe  ^ 
present  object  of  the  Fmoli  Minister  and  of  FrftiicOfi 
there  is  no  reason  to  doabt;  and  it  certainly  reUeret 


.  the  United  States  from  the  ol)li,i;alioii  of  2;raUtude  id  ..  - 
'  If X9^e  for  diainUrested  M  m  ihi^  VLO^omiiXhh  • 

flieir  iadepeadence*. .  /The  chimoter  of  the  Jjlittqab  V 
de  la  Fayette  Jiis  high  sense  of  liobbur,  his  cMval^  >j 
spirit,  (evinced  in  his  cliallcii2;ing  the  Earl  of  Carlisle    .    • ' 
to.  liingle  combat,  to  answer  for  some  of  his  exp|-cs-     \  ' 
flm  la  his  puhlick  capadUy  of  dommiisionfif^)  JUid  . 
^  his  ardent  lore  of  glory,  foAifl  »iijr  swspickni'Alrt  he  .... 
-  >  was  act^uaiuted  with  tlje  uliimalc  views  of  Ffance;  .  i  . 
{lis  having  entered  into  the  arrangepient,  therefore, 
may  be  attritotcid  solely  to  his  jliope  of  scqiiuiiDg  mi-  .     \  . 
•  litavy  fame,  and  his  attachmejit  to  tjlic  cailsfi  of  Ubeiiy' '     .  •  • 
'  ,  ajiid  iudedeudeoce.  "  '  '  .  . . 

.    ^It  has  been  observed  that  th^  Count  D'Estaing  /  .  .  •  ~ 
'  l^ft  lUiode  IslAod  and  siated  to  Bc^^n>  in  direct  op^  : 
"  position  to  ^  Wishes  and  vettonstraaces  6f  GNmeritl  -  \ 
Sullivan  and  all  the  American  officers.    This  circum-  •  '  '  . 
stance,  the  causes,  and  incidents  of  which  had  been 
'  6Nrsidetebly.40U4sen^ted4i^t]ieirebtUonip  ,  ' 

ther  a  cool  reception  for  him  at  Boston :  hot  'biir  ex;-.' 
v.  ;  .  planation  of  the  affair,  and  the  great  urhaiiity  and 
/   strict  propriety  of  liis  subsequent  deportment  at  Bos-s 
ton,  completely  satisfied  the  f9*wtiP8P^Mrt  of  tib«  com^ 
.  munity  of  the  purity  of  Ms  ietoirilions.^  '  To  hii'  gpod/  • 
.      sense  and  sound  discretion  it  was  owing,  that  an  af-    •  n 
filiy^bich.  commenced  with  a  party  of  captive  Bri-  - 
tish  sail^  and  tlie  Vtesk6k  hakers,  did  n^pt  end  in  a  v. 
"    serious  and  gencMl  riof .  Two  6f  his  oflScsrs  were  . . 
.  *    .  wounded  in  endeavouring  to  put  a  stop  to  the  quai  i  el, 
lone  eiwbom  died  of  his  wound  a  few  days  afterwards ; 
W  tl^^kmdiictof  iheCkHmton.this  * 
'  ^  that  he  knew  how  to  distUignJsh  between  the  lawless 
.   outrage  of  a  few  individuals,  and  the  disposition  of 
:  ,    the  iN^Uck.  .  £ye<y  jGncititiy^itt  the  power  of  the  peQ^ 

■ 
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pic  of  Boston  was  afforded  to  the  Count  for  tlic  TC-";  ^ 
•      *  *-P*Mr     his  fleet  ;  so  that  when  Admiral  Byron  amv-*' 
•  /  .  *'         cd  off  the  harbour  from  New  York,  Avith  a  fleet  well  > 
V  ;^.  f  appointed  aud  prepared  for  attack,  the  Count  was  in 
"]    '-i^-  'a  iiituatioQ  to  defend  himself  with  every  prospect  of 
,  •    •  /  i«ucce88.    His  security  wa.s  still  further  increased  by 
^    •    •  !  '  ^  a  battery  of  near  a  hundred  guns,  which  he  had  erect-  : 
'  ^\         ed  on  George's  Islnnd.    Whether  Admiral  Byron 
•"•  would  have  had  the  boldness  to  make  an  attack  nn- 
'  •  [.  .  :  dor  such  circumstances,  was  left  altogether  to  con- 
','\jccttire,  as  another  severe  storm 'isoon  compellcJl  him 
'  V  .*'.:•  . to  chan«;c  Ids  position,  and  seek  shelter  at  Rhode  Is- 
• .    .       land.    The  Count,  whose  force  was  considerably  in- 
-y       feriour  to  that  of  the  English,  and  who  was  of  course 
desirous  of  avoiding  an  engagement,  seized  tlie  op- 
portunity of  a  change  of  weather  to  depart  for  the 
•  West  Indies,  whither  he  sailed  on  the  3d  of  Novem-  • 

'  ^ber.    Previous  to  his  departure  from  Boston,  the  • 
:  .     -  .?/Co"'*^>      *  P^^^  contemplated  plan  against 

- .   • .  / 1 ..  Canada,  addressed  a  letter  to  its  French  iuha])itant8,'  v 
I  name  of  tlieir  former  master,  in  which  he  endea- 

-  '  -    *'    ,*-voured  to  prepare  them  for  the  intended  expedition, 

and  for  a  probable  change  in  their  political  situation.  / 
.  V  Two  days  after  his  departure,  General  Gates  arrived 

.   .  '  at  Boston,  to  take  command  of  that  portion  of  the  Ame-  /  ; 
'  .^  .  ,  iican  army.  » 
I      \.     *     We  have  seen  that  Sir  Hejiry  Clinton  arrived  at  ;- 
■  •     Rhode  Island  with  his  reinforcements  of  4,000  men, 

V  too  late  to  accomplish  his  purpose  of  cutting  off  the. 
\*  masterly  retreat  of  General  Sullivan,  who  notwith- , 
r  standing  his  abandonment  by  the  French  fleet  and  ; 
j  *  the  whole  corps  of  New  England  volunteers,  forced 

•  '  liis  way  through  the  British  and  Hessian  troops  to  \. 
the  main  land.    Frustrated  iu  this  design,  Sir  Uen- 
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ry  returned  to  New-York,  whence  he  soon  after  des- 
,  ^Itj^ed  an  expedition  under  Miyor  General  Grey^ 
ftgM  and  N^W'Hamt:  ott  the ,  AoastuRoi . 

jdFor.'  The  Tiltijor  General  took  with  Um  a  flitet  of 
\  ttmnspurts,  and  having  landed  his  troops,  met  with 
little  difficulty  in  effecting  his  object,  which  was  the. 
destruotion^of  ibe  ahippiag  and*  |Nrivateef^  of  thepe 
plaeee,  from  the  Vigilaace  of  which  •  Ihe  Britbh  com- 
merce  had  suflered  considerable  loss.  He  destroy- 
ed about  ,f}eveatj  sail  of  vessels,  and  all  ihe  inaga- 
"ziiies,  warehousiMf  whacves  4Qd  fopewallu,  .nirhipli^ 
Mt^t^^^vk^  oil  both        of  the  riverrv  Froin' 

Bedford,.  Major  General  (ircy  proceeded  to  Mar- 
'  thafsVA^^neyiird,         which  he  took  off  a  considera- 
^^^fele  BiiQ^  rof  she^p  ' jMid  oiusaj  ^hiok  enabled  Sir 
BUnry.  io  eqni  mora  iiD|(Nirtaot  expedition 

.  ac;afnst         Harbour,  immediately  on  the  return  of 
the  M a jqr  ^General  from  this  marauding  ex<^ursion«; 
Jbor4  Howe,had,  in  the  mean  time,  resigned  hit 
.  e6mmand.of  *  the  fleet,  to  Admiral  Gamhier^Vanil  lu^ ; 
returned  to  England.  -  ^  ^  -   ^        '  ^ 

.  The  expedition  Qgaiuat  Egg  Harbour  consisted  of 
:     strong  body  rf-tiopps,  Imdek*  Lovd  Dornwallisj^  wlio,^ 
Cadvanced  Into  Jersey,  and  idok  ia  poaiBon  h6twMi|i  • 
•    Newbridge  cm  tlie  llackiusack,  and  the  North  Ri- 
ver: — and  Lieutenant  freneral  Knyphausen  with 
^uotfaev  divkidn  of  the  arin]>  who  .  advanced  ontha^ 
•  aide  of  WesiChBstef,  and|ilaced  himself  between 

/\JOiG  North  Kiver  and  the  Brunx,  thus  forming  a  pa* 
jf^-rallcl  line  with  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  having  only 
■t^l^  North  River  hfttwe^^n  the  two  divi^^u*.  'fhe 
''^^  British  aitaiy  thus  having  complete  oeniaadof  the 

river,  and  as  it  were  blodiiiding  the  American  forces 

n^ctbe^'B^ljfuubk ,  Cl^»tain]^filil^oaof  ti^.^OdiB^^ 
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giouMit.  was  despatrlied  with  three  frigates  aiul  some 
light  vessels  to  Egg  Hai  huur^  hut  the  Americans  hav^ 

iitilft  ftf  tlwfifo  large  itemmm&.'^emf- abtf  had  renitii#M  * 

the  others  to  a  ( finsidorahh'  distance  up  I  lie  river. 
Wheo^lt^ptain  FergusoiiLAj;xived.  therefore^  he  found 
df^N^^  Buisleauiiiig  that  the 

'fiBi8ei[9^]Kkft>tim^  up  the  river,  he  proceeded 
with  tho  lii^hl  arnii'd  vessels  to  a  place  called  Ches- 
nut  Neck^  where  they  ^uud  ten  vessels^  cliieily  Bri- 

fi^%^^8tatioiiitd'^^l^  p^tectioQof  the 

vessels,  hut  tliev  made  onlv  a  show  of  resistance,  and 
dispersed  as  soon  as  the  British  troops  lauded.  ^VJ- 
Uat  bmiDS  the' flhip%  they  proceeded,  ms  AlBedfiuRd 
and  New  Haven,  to  destroy  the  hahitations  and  store 
houses;  and  making  several  excursions  into  the  neigh- 
bouring cotlBtryy.  priiiale^dwel- 
^l^f'fMf^^  and 


c6mTnTfted'%very  species  of  depre4|itn!f^^^t^^ 
'  .  disgrace  the  soldier.         *      •  ' 
,   >  On  their  retam  to  Bgg  Harhoiiry  they  received  in« 
'  'telligence  of  eone  deserters  from  Pohski^fl  legion^ 
w  hich  induced  them  to  attempt  a  snrprise  of  the  light 
' infantry  helonging  to  that  corps.    For  this  purpose^ 
Captaia  Fer|gumi,Mhai*ked.witli  tm»  hmidr^  and 
ffly  men  ia  barges  in  the  night,  and  landed  witfiin  a 
shbrt  distance  of  the  place  where  a  party  of  the  light 
infantry  were  quartered  and  asleep — iu  this  situation 
be  CeU  npon  thenii  and  abngfatered.  about  jjr^y  mba^ 
among  whom  Were  •averal  olllcera  of  jdMinctionv 
Borne  of  Pulaski- s  horse  made  an  attempt  to  cut  off 
the  retreat  of  this  party,  hut  worec  uiisucceMfnl. 

VOL.  II.-  '  •  *7 
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*  •     •  •  •  , 

■  III  the  meantime  a  similar  scene  of  savage  warfare 
had  been  carried  on  by  a  part  of  Lord  Cornwallis's 
division^  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Grey,. 
This  "  no  flint  GeneraT^  as  he  had  been  called,  from 
his  attachment  to  the  use  of  the  bayonet,  was  des- 
patched by  Lord  Cornwallis  to  surpiis^  and  cut  off 
Baylor's  regiment  of  liglit  horse,  which  had  been  de- 
taclied  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  British  forag- 
ing parties.  ,  The  regiment  lay  at  the  village  of 
Old  Taapan,  to  which  place  Major  General  Grey 
moved  with  sucli  secresy  and  expedition,  that  the 
village  was  completely  surrounded  by  his  troops 
without  being  discovered,  and  a  sergeant's  patrole  of 
twelve  men  cut  off,  before  a  man  of  the  regiment 
knew  that  he  was  in  danger.  It  was  night,  and  the 
whole  regiment  were  naked  and  asleep  in  the  barns. 
Resistance  in  such  a  situation  was  impossible — they 
did  not  even  attempt  to  take  up  their  arms,  but  sued 
for  (juarters  and  for  mercy  to  the  defenceless.  The 
mercy  which  they  received  was  the  bayonet ;  and  a 
scene  of  slaughter  and  of  havock  ensued,  which  vied 
in  barbarity  with  the  enormities  of  Wyoming.  Here 
there  were  no  Indians,  upon  whom  to  throw  the 
odium  of  savage  cruelty,  no  tories,  whose  private  re- 
sentments and  ungovernable  passions  might  be  some 
apology  for  wanton  acts  of  inhumanity. — They  were 
British  troops,  under  the  command  of  a  British  Ma- 
jor General,  and  a  part  of  the  army  of  a  British  no- 
bleman. The  laws  of  war  can  never  go  further  than 
to  authorise  a  retaliation  of  treatment  upon  an  enemy 
—whatever  conduct  pursue  in  war,  may  be  per- 
haps justifiably  pursued  against  them.  Among  civi- 
lized nations,  the  instances  of  refusing  quarter  to  an 
unresisting  enemy,  are  rare.    Examples  of  it,  indeed, 


■:mimm^      tpmA,  ttiitil  ike  period  of  Uie  Am&i  ' 

•  .  *  -   ficaii  imtolatioDy  when,  tiie  nation  against  wliofli  ih€ 

'  /  .       revolted  colonies  had  to  contend^  seem  to  have  lost  all 
'   '    •  ^nse  of  qational  honour,  to  have  forgotten  the  glory 
'    ^4bim1Kt^^^         UiMve.Mramed  tho  nature  oC 
.  •     -  IftdBe  aaviiges  l^itlir  whoin  thsj  had  e^teired  iota 
■ ' rlea°:ues  of  amitv.  *  -       •    •  >^ 

^    *    Towards  the  latter  end  of  April,  Congress  resolv- 
""^  tx^^^  for  life  .to  Ike  bfficttra  m  their 

ing,  at  any  time  they  mi<;ht  think  proper,  this  annual 
stipend  by  the  payment  of  a  sum  equivalent  to  the 
half  pay  for  nix  years*  .General  Washington  ka^ 
^  ^/  ipepeatedly  urged  Ae  necessify  of  adopting  some  nea<' 
•     sure  of  this  sort,  that  men  might  find  it  their  interest  to 
^nter  into  the  service.   No  man  was  bettei*  acquaint- 
>     ed  with  hnlnan  nature  than  Washington;'  -  BGa  knew 
'  ^       iChat    with  far  the  greatest  part  of  mankind,  interest 

•  ' ;   is  the  governing  principle,'^  and  motives  of  puhlick  • 
: :  virtue  were  not  of  themselves  sufficient  to  keep  the 

Ameriotn  aniiy  tl^iether  for  aiv  estfended  period;^  , 
His  letters  to  Congress  on  this  subject  are  master^  * 
■  *  '    strokes  of  policy,  and  evince  a  profoundness  of  wis- 
dom^ which  shows  how  well  he  knew  how  to  profit  ^ 
'    by  the  lessons  of  experiieinee*  The  letter  whidf 
^-  •    seems  to  have  been  th<i  immediate  cause  of  the  reaoi^  > 
•  •    ..    lotion  of  Congress*  was  that  of  the  Slst  April,  in 
''-'a  *  which  he  thus^writes:     Men  may  speculate  as  tl^v 
'}     will  $  diey  nay  talk  of  patriotisii  $  they  may  cha^ 
"        few  examples  from  ancient  story  of  great  achieve-  . 
ments  performed  by  its  influence;  but  whoever 
.  builds  upon  it  as  a  sofldent  basis  for  condncting  a 
long  and  bloody  war,  will  find  himself  deceived  in 
the  end.    Wc  must  take  the  passious  of  men  as  na* 
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turo  has  given  tkcm^  and  tliose  principles  as  a  guide 
whicb  are  geuerally  the  rale  erf  actkiii.  .)  dp.  ndir^ 
iaean  le  exclude  altogether  the  idea  ijf  jiatrifytbHi.  1^^ 
kllo^^  it  exists,  and  I  know  it  has  done  much  in  the 
present  contest;  but  I  will  veuture  to  assert  that  a ; 
great  aad  laeting  war  can  neter  be  soppftfted  on .  this  ( 
principle  alone.   It  iniiat  be  aided  by  a  prospect  of 
interest  or  some  reward.    For  a  time  it  may  of  itself 
push  men  to  action^  to  bear  much^  to  encounter  diffi-. 
eulties,  but  it  will  not  eedure  unassisted  by  intereat^^ 
Without  arrogance,  or  the  smallest  deviation  from 
truth,  it  may  be  said,  that  nn  history  now  extant,  can 
furnish  an  instance,  of*  an  ari^y^a  i^ufieriug  such  un/i 
(^^m<M  has  done^  and  bearhigr 

'■■Wi^^^^l^-  ^Aiiie  patibnce  and  fortitude^.  To  seer 
men  without  clothes  to  cover  their  nakedness,  with- 
out blankets  t^  lie  on,  w  ithout  shoes,  so  that  their 
marches  ni^t  be  traced,  by  .the  blood,  of  th^  feet^ 
and  almosias  often  without  as  with  prorisionsy  march^ 
ing  throus;h  frost  and  snow,  and  at  Christmas  taking 
up  thw  winter  quarters^  within  a  day  's  march  of  the  ; 
^^d^lj^^  w^  h4iNiaiD'<^  lHii  to  covei^  them  till  they 
•  ibonld  be  built,  and  submitting  to  all  Without  a  nmr^' 
mur,  is  a  mark  of  patience  and  obedience^  wh^ch  i^ 
my  opinion  can  scarcely  be  parallelled.'^  ;^  <; 

'  Down  to  Ae  date  of  this  letter*  noclrtel  had  bd^ 
settled  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners.  A  few  instan- 
ces of  exchange  only  had  taken  place,  among  whicb  ^ 
If  eve  th<i8e  of.  Lee  for  General  Prescott,  an,d  Msj# 
Otbo  Williams  for  Major  Adcland ;  but  Gon^itaii 
seemed  unwilling  to  agree  to  any  terms,  until  their 
former  resolution  on  the  subject  should  be  complied 
with,  throwing  the  blame,  however/  npon  ^  Wil- 
liam Hdwe  and  his  commuidaiiers.   Washington,  on 
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the  coutrary,  thought  the  publick  faith  and  bis  own 
honour  pledged,  aj^vill  be  seen  by  his  letter  uhich 
follows.  It  may  be  tliought,  (says  he)  contrary  to 
our  interest  to  go  into  an  exchange,  as  the  enemy 
would  derive  more  immediate  advantage  from  it  than 
.|>^e  should  :  but  on  principles  of  genuine  extensive 
policy,  independent  of  the  consideration  of  compas- 
sion and  justice,  we  are  under  an  obligation  not  to 
elude  it.  An  event  of  this  kind  is  the  general  wish 
of  the  country.  I  know  it  to  be  the  wish  of  the  ar- 
my^ and  it  must  be  the  ardent  wish  of  the  unhappy 
sufferers  themselves.  Should  the  exchange  be  de- 
ferred, till  the  terms  of  the  last  resolve  of  Congress 
on  the  subject  are  fulfilled,  it  will  be  difficult  to  pre- 
vent our  being  generally  accused  with  a  breach  of 
good  faith.  Speculative  minds  may  consider  all  our 
professions  as  mere  professions,  or  at  least,  that  in- 
terest and  policy  are  to  be  the  only  arbiters  of  their 
validity.  I  cannot  doubt  that  Congress,  in  preserva- 
tion of  the  publick  fjiith  and  my  per«ional  honour, 
will  remove  all  impediments,  that  now  oppose  them- 
selves to  my  engagements,  and  will  authorise  me, 
throu;i:;h  commissioners,  to  settle  as  extensive  and 
competent  a  cartel  as  may  appear  advantageous  and 
necessary,  any  resolutions  heretofore  to  the  contrary, 
notwithstanding." 

»;  This  letter  produced  the  effect  of  relieving  Wash- 
ingtou  in  some  measure  from  his  unpleasant  cmbar< 
rassmeut,  as  Congress  soon  after  resolved  that  he 
might  proceed  in  his  arrangements  for  an  exchange 
without  excluding  those  prisoners  whose  accounts  re- 
mained unsettled.  Commissioners  were  consequent- 
ly appointed  dn  both  sides ;  but  mutual  objections 

.  *•  4' 
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aMM  to  «irery  thing  like  a  general  proposal^  and  the 
affair  was  left  in  its  former  state? 

Let  us  now  turn  our  Attention  for  a  few  momeBta 
to  the  Sonthy  which  for  a  period  of  .  move  tliaa  eigh- 
teen months  had  enjoyed  a  state  of  almost  uninterrupt-  ^ 
ed  tranquillity.    In  the  spring  of  the  present  year,  a 
amall  expedition  was  dent  from  Georgjla  under  Cap- 

*  tain  Willing,  against  the  British  settlements  in  West 
Florida.  They  were  wholly  without  protection,  and 
surrendered  to  Captain  WiUing  without  resistance*  . 

,  *  Another  expedition  was  «oon  alker  nnderialKen  by 
.  /  fieneral  Robert  Howe,  against  Bast  Florida^  at  the 
head  of  about  S,000  men,  chiefly  militia  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia^  which  proved  ^eatly  unfortu- 
.  Bate  to,  the  Americans.   Tliey  proceeded  to  JKort 

*  Tonyn,  in  the  St.  Mary's  River,  whkh  Qpon  thmr* 
approach  was  destroyed  by  the  British,  who  retired  . 

<  to  St.  Augustine.   They  met  with  little  or  no  oppo- 
sition from  the  enemy;  but  the  season  being  uncom- 
monly sickly,  and  tte  men  nnaccnslomed  to  the  cU*  \ 
.   -  mate,  they  were  unable  to  pursue  their  advantages^ 
disease  broke  out  amoiijg  them  to  an  alai-miog  de-- 
gt^  and  after  losing  nearly  one  feni:;th  of  their  nnm-^, ' 
her,  they  returned  without  having  effected  any  thing. 
;      Sir  Henry  Clinton,  in  the  mean  time,  finding  that  '  • 
.    he  was  not  likely  to  eftect^any  thing  of  importance  in 
Ihe  north^.  determined  upon  making  an  attempt  far  the 
conquest  of  Georgia.    The  views  of  Sir  Henry  in  thisL 
expedition,  extended  even  further  than  the  mere 
.  , .  eiinf nest  of  apn>vince  ;*lie  calculated  upmi  opposing^ 
such  an  eitetoal  barrier  to  the  comineroe  of  t  Sooth- 

*  Carolina,  as  should  ensure  to  his  government  all 
,  the  advantages  of  the  southtern  trade^  and  finally^ 

by  exposing.SouthOaffdiM  to  oonstant  inroads  fr^^ 

«  * 
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the  force  which  he  should  be  able  to  maintaiu  there^ 
force  that  colony  to  recede  from  the  union^  and  retura 
to  her  obedience  to  his  king.  These  were  comprehen- 
sive projects,  better  calculated  to  make  a  noise  in  Eu- 
rope, thau  to  produce  any  lastiug  advantage  either  tg 
Sir  Henry  or  his  government. 

The  command  of  the  land  forces  destined  for  this 
expedition,  was  entrusted  to  Colonel  Campbell :  they 
consisted  of  two  battalions  of  Hessians,  four  battal- 
ions of  provincials,  the  71st  Regiment  of  foot,  and  a 
detachment  of  royal  artillery,  in  all  about  3,000  men. 
Transports  were  provided  for  them  at  Sandy  Hook, 
and  they  embarked  on  the  27th  November,  with  an 
escort  of  several  ships  of  war  under  the  command  of 
Commodore  Hyde  Parker.  General  Prevost  who 
commanded  the  troops  in  East  Florida,  had  received 
Orders  to  cooperate  with  this  expedition,  by  invading 
Georgia  with  all  the  troops  that  could  he  collected, 
and  spared  from  the  defence  of  St.  Augustine.  The 
fleet  arrived  at  the  island  of  Tybee,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Savannah,  on  the  23d  December,  and  af- 
tet  several  day's  delay,  during  which  they  received 
exact  information  of  the  American  defences  of  the 
river,  they  proceeded  on  the  28th  up  the  river  to  the 
landing  place,  which  from  the  swampy  nature  of  the 
ground,  was  a  narrow  causeway  of  several  hundred 
yards  in  length,  and  of  course  well  calculated  for  de- 
fence. But  the  whole  force  destined  for  the  protec- 
tion of  Georgia,  amounted  to  no  more  than  about  800 
men,  under  General  Howe.  About  50  only  of  these 
under  Captain  Smith,  were  posted  on  a  piece  of  ris- 
ing ground  at  the  head  of  the  causeway  to  oppose 
the  landing  of  the  enemy  ;  while  General  Howe  him- 
self took  a  position  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
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/   landing  place.  • -  r  ^r^r;>/^^; 

Culonel  CanipYjcll  having  innde  a  judicioos  ar^ 
;  hii  iorces^  ordered  tlmt  Lieulraaal 

/    mmiti  Maiiland  should  land  with  the  ilr^t  dmsion 
at  day-break  on  tlie  morning  of  the  29th.    Tlii<^  di- 
vision consist^  of  all  tlie  light  infantry,  the  New;. 
tV.  York  volunleergy  and  thetrat  hattaliou  of  thnyi^t,  , 
Captain  Cameron  was  the  fret  to  land'  with  bfa  lighi^  \ 
•    company,  and  pushing  forward  along  the  causeway,^ 
wa-  killed  by  the  first  fire  from  the  party  auder  Capn  . 
tain  Bndth.    His  company  contimied  tfaeir  march^ 
:  and  Smith  and  his  little  party  were  obliged  to  aban- 
don their  post.    Tbe  whole  British  army  haying  * 
now  landed^  Colonel  Campbell  proceeded  to  move  Ufi 
/  >  wards  tlie  positioki  of  OenenU  Howe,  baving  left  a  . 

small  detachment  to  guard  the  landing  place.  lie 
'  ^  pursued  the  main  roaU,  ou  the  left  of  whieh  waa  a 
tbickly  ' Wooded  t^wamp^  and  on  the  right,  plantationf 
'  of  rice ;  a  email  Toad  croesed  the  grand  route  at  a 
small  distance  from  the  head  of  the  causeway,  at 
which  Colonel  Campbell  posted  a  part  of  the  Wis- 
e^biu^iKf^^       ;aa  ja  r^t  guard.   Tbe  march  of 
•  the  anny  nature  of  the  ground  waa  neces^a* 

rily  slow  and  cautious  :  and  Colonel  Campbell  did 
.*    not  come  within  the  proper  distance  for  the  com-^ 

V  " 'm  hie  plfn  of  :a|;tacfc  ujwtU  3  o'clock  in  the^ 

;   afternoon.        \  -    v  /   ^  -    '^  t-  ^v- 
.  'V     The  position  of  General  Howe  was  by  nature 

difficult  of  access*   His  litUe  army  was 
Vif(^  divimoiisi^  one  on^Kcb  side  of  the 

^^^ad  t  on  the  right  was  Colonel  Eagee  with  t*ro  re- 
'  gimentsof  South  Carolina  troops,  his  right  protected 
;  -bj  the  wood  and  mmraae  he^re  mentioned ;  on  the 
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three  l^poki^^  battalions  of  thie  Georgia^tmops,  havirt^*??;^^  V 
the  rn^er  on  Ui^r      and  rice  swamps  in  front.  lii 

toWa  idf t^vim^  of  artillery  \' 

at  each  exti-emity  of  their  line,  and  two  on  the  great 
road  iu  their  centre^  in  frout  o(^,w^cjh  JLjiefp  tr^nci^^ 
%fA^f^i^  jdl^iwo  Swamps  \       ' '  ' 

tlie  bridge  leading  over  which  liad  heeo  destroyed,  f^/ 
.^eueral  J^o W|^;r  supposing  the  woody  jiaijqjftws'm  ' 

bf  ;ttdciMiy^^  the  left,\ 

fanqied  himself  secure ;  but  unfortunately  a  negrow'hiCV. 
h|u)  fallen  into  the  iiands  of  tlie  enemy^  gave  th^  in- 


C  .A 


lassi  id&toiMiV Campbell  imme£iitefTy  saw  the  advan 
tage  which  this  would  give  him^  and  dU*ected  Sir 
James  Baird  wiUi  J^^  and  the  I9^W^ 

iiy.  in  a  maA^d  p4n^<m;  ready  to  open  upon  the  ? 
American  line,^  as  soon  as  he  should  hear  that  Sir  'i  . '  T 


lonel  Eager,  and  at  that  moment  the  enemy^s  ai  tille- ,  ;  \ 
^l^^ttnB^       4iul  %.7i8t]i|oved  briskly  up  in  froni.  . 
.  %p^iBi^i^  Hoiri»  MW     lato4i»^  danger  of  hii^siteia^  \ 

attacked  at  onq^in  frpn4raitd,ireary  by  a  force  s6 
much  Ms  supeidour,  he  was  compelled  to  order  an  . 
immediate  and  precipitate  retreak,.  The  British  |piur*^,  ^r  y 
aaed  wiih  tiie.iijr4^  iiM  cUd  gi«at,ex^nr^^^^^ - 

tion,  driving  the  Amerf<can#itoiagb  ihe  town  of  Ba-'  ^ 
vannah,  in  which  they  hayon^tted  miajajy  of.  th^^iji^-  \. 
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'  iink^le«8  iolmbilsiUrt^  wbo  were  trying  to  Diia&d  thofi*' 
*    escape.    The  Americans  lost,  besides  the  capitol  of 
Georgia^  up^ai^s  ujf  J( 00  killed,  about  450  pribouers^ 
\^  86  of  wham  yerm  oflkf^,  46  pi^ces  iOf  cannoUf  S3 , 

' I  nfbrtm^  It' large  quantity  ftf  antmunitioa,  stores  and'  \  '  . 
"    provisions,  and  all  the  shipping  in  the  river.  Gene- 
ral Howe  continued  his  retreat  wUk  the  reamaat  of  ■  , 
broken  ^orce  iutoMooth  jOjiroljin.; .     /  „    ; ;  ; 
^  *  .  A  little  befor^  tbia  dieastiMiiid  affair^  a'  body  of  tbe  \  : 
enemy  made  an  irruption  into  Geori;ia  from  East  Flo-  \ 
rida.  They  were  divided  into  two  parties  of  regulars    •  • 
and  Kefngeefly  and  joiarched;  by  tiiro  different  roaiea^l,-^'  . 
;  tb^  one  lowarda'$onbury,  the  other  towards  Savaii-     .  . 
,  nah,    Tlie  fir^t  having  advanced  to  Sunbury,  either  v 
\    froiD  ignorance  of  its,.d^ence,  or  from  mere  bravadc^ 
/  .  demanded  tbe.socreader  of.  ,the  fort,  .which  being.rer .  ' 
fesed  by  its  cbimmaiuliBr,  Uentenant  Coloiiel  *l!it<Iii-i  ' 
tosh,  they  very  quietly  departed  without  oii'erin^  an 
attack.   The  movements  of  the  other  party  were  not  ,>  ' . 
*  qmte  so  ttanqnil ;  .tb^r  march  ihro^gh  the  oiqiqii^'^'  ' 
,    bavingbeenoWevedy  General  ScreVeni^llccied  about 
a  hundred  militia  and  endeavoured  to  stop  their  pro- 
gress. After  repeated  skirmishes  with  their  advance, 
tfa^jUeiifnil.ri^ceivied  from>inusket  •  . 

, .  ball^  i'tA  failfog.fi^m  bisborse,  several  of  the  assail*  * 

ants  ran  up  and  discharged  their  pieces  at  hioi  ou  the 
;  ;  ^ound*    About  three  miles  from  Ogeeche^  ferryj»  a    ^  , 
/  gepitteman^had  erected  a.  breastwork  on,  bis  ownfdittf 

tK^on,'^tb'fhe  assistance  of  his  staves,  in  birdei;  to  ' 
'    oppose  the  passage  of  these  invaders^  in  which  Colonel  . 
Elbert .  had  taken,  post  with  about  SOO  continentals. 
Th4i  e&em^^  m|Beti9g  wi^b  iUs^  i^DiBxpectj^  obstri^ ' 
tlon,  and  learning  at  the' same  time  tbait  4beir  coml* 
,  jutQrs  had  decamped  from  Sunbiuy  without^aiuiog 
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their  object,  retreated — laying  waste «Yery  tliiufj^^Ar"/ 

'  lii  the  mean  time,  Geiiewil  Prcvbst,  m'Iio  had  beaa 
ordered  to  cooperate  with  Col<u^el  C)4Ul|olM|);ls.0ir 
.  tide  at  BasK  If^oi^ida^^  hikvi^f  Ujt^^  ^ 

eriiig  many  hardshf|[y«  knd  difficulUe^,  nnnved  at  Suh- 


.bory  jast  after  Uie  defeat  of  General  Howe  at^i^aii-  ^ 


«•  -  ..To.the  lionour  of  Colonel  Campbell  it  must  be  raeb- ;  - 
'i^miihiu  m  codddct  tohttuft  .inbatliUittti  of  &ttv9i^\  \ 
'  naW  aii^  ifae  neighboorlngcoubtry/wMVety'diflR^  - 

from  that  of  most  of  the  British  commanders  In  our 
^  captured  towns.  Immediatelyvafter  eutering  the  tuti|il  ,i  / 
.lie  if  sued  a^i^Tdebitia^  V/^ 

id  €<iiii(^i^itfi^  ^ 

them  protection  on  condition  of  their  tir^timikiiig  to  the  *,  * 
.  I'oyal  government,   fle.  restrained  Ibe  ii4il^[tpe#  from-  - 

Uii  mirf  i^yif  prtrdte^^^^        fur  a  time,  dflciuoe^  all 
republican  opposition.  The  whole  state  m  as  compell- 
ed tay^eld  after  ^theji^s  of  the  capital,  and  once  tiiim  ;  ^ . 
w  ilie.ioyal  gfitiHiaediiir  *  ] . 

In  the  beginning  of  Oeto^'iib' esrpiKdition  was  u^'t  l'\ 
dertaken  by  Colonel  William  Butler  from  Scoharie/'^  ;^  * 
to  tW  eouotry  betwc^^  tli^  bead  waters  of  the  Jfi^^-  \.  ; 
mre  and  ^e  Suscpfehannib^'*^  4iie ligidjatts iiiA  \ 
fofteD'^oir  tliat aistrict,  '  They  succeeded  in  destroying 
a  great  deal  of  pKiperty  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  ;  ,  ♦ 
returned  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  after  having  en-  .  ?  / 

comitmd  ioiuuiiermble  dabgeii  asd  diftcBltiea,r&ottt  ^  ^ 


■ '  D^itized  by  GoogI 


the  ke&vy  rains  which. had  so  sw^elled  the  rivers  and 
breekB  as  ih^  nmder  their  paesaga  extr6nle]y  hazard- 
ous.  The  advantageii  arising  from  thW^expediticm  ^iA  * 

.not  com[)tMisatc  for  the  fatigu^  aud  trouble  atieudiqg^ 

u     '     '  '  r  .   •  •/  "'    ;;  vv.: 

'  Ahoat  the  saiqe  time  a  most  gallMt  .ex|iloit  was  tier- 
formed  by  Major Talboi^  whahad  fovined  the  design  ' 
of  taking  the  British  scLooner  Pi!;ot,  of  eii;iit  12  poun- 
ders, which  lay  at  Rowland's  ferry,  oii  the  ea^t  side 
f»f  &hode  Island..  He  eiid>ariLed  with  :a  liumheT  of 
tro<>ps  4m  fioaird  a  small  Tessel  frota  Prbvidence  on ' 
•4he  26tb  October,  and  arriving  on  the  night  of  the  28th 
-off  the  fort  pn  Khode  Inland^  to  prevent  aQaiar^m^  suf- 
fered his.  vessel  to  di^yft  down  under  hare  poles  until 
he  4;ahie1vHhin  sight  of  the  schooner.   Being  hailed 
from  the  schooner,  and  returning  no  answer,  he  re- 
ceived a  volley  o.f  niuhketry,  which  however  he  took 
Cflore  oiot  to'fi^turQy  jontil  more  sore  of  his,  prize.  He 
-ran  on  tintil  the  jib  boom  of  his  vessel  was' locked  in 
the  foresbrouds  of  the  schooner,  and  then  opened  a 
tire  from  his  cannon  and  musketry;  A?vhieh  i)rQved  $o  , 
desti^ctive)  that  the  enemy  soon  ..siied  for  quarters* 
'  The  Captain  of  the  Pigot,  however,  beheved-wiih  he- 
jroic  gnllantry  ;  having  fought  single  handed  for  a  con- 
.  gi^erable  time,  just  in  the  state  in  which  he  had  been 
roused  from  his  beilj  Major  Talbot  succeeded  i^  ear^i"' 
rying  off  his- prize,  and  arrived  safely  with  her  ai  Sto- 
^ington.  For  this  gallant  enterprise  he  received  from. 
*  ppngress  th^  promotion  of  Lieutenant  Colonel. 

A  similar  expedition  to  that  under  the  American-. 
Colonel  Butler  was  undertaken  iti  November,  by  the 
Anglo  Indian  Butler,  but  attended  Avitb  circumstances 
of  barbarity  and  cruelty^  at  which  the  American  chief 
J^ronld  haye  shnddeted.  At  the  head  nf  »du*ge  parly 
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©f  Indians^  tories,  and  regulars,  be  entered  Cherry 
Valley,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  on  the  11th  of  No- 
vember.   The  fort  at  that  place  was  under  the  com-, 
niand  of  Colonel  Alden,  whose  name  it  bore.  He  was' 
unfortunately  killed  before  he  could  reach  the  corer 
of  the  fort,  upon  which  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fuc 
which  lasted  for  three  hours:  but  finding  they  could, 
make  no  impression,  they  then  desisted,  and  employ-' 
ed  themselves  until  the  next  day  in  murdering  and 
scalping  the  inhabitants  of  the  place. 

Before  we  close  the  record  of  events  for  1778,  II 
will  be  proper  to  call  tlie  attention  of  the  reader  to 
our  allies,  and  to  some  circumstances  which  grew  out 
of  our  connexion  with  them. 

'.  We  have  already  seen  that  Mr.  Silas  Deane  had 
on  many  occasions,  transcended  the  powers  vested  in 
him  by  Congress,  and  that  he  had  in  consequence  been 
recalled  by  that  body,  in  a  manner  the  least  offensive 
to  the  feelings  of  Mr.  Deane  and  hisjrleuds.  On  bis 
aiTival  he  was  required  by  Congress  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  his  tmnsactions  in  France,  and  of  the  state  of 
American  affairs  in  Europe,  as  well  ajs  a  particular,- 
account  of  the  application  of  the  funds  entrusted  to 
bis  management.  Under  a  pretence  that  his  papers 
and  vouchers  had  been  left  behind,  (though  he  must 
have  known  when  he  left  France,  that  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  Congress  to  send  him  again  to  that  court,) 
he  was  unable  to  give  any  satisfactory  explanation; 
and  thus  the  affair  remained  until  the  5th  December, 
when  an  address  appeared  in  the  newspapers  from 
Mr.  Deane  to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  It  was 
calculated  and  intended  to  excite  a  prejudice  in  the 
people  against  their  representatives,  and  boldly  in- 
sinuated that  it  was  their  intention  to  break  the  faith 


\  plighted  to  tiielr  allies*.  Tbi»  publication  became  tb^ 
«ubjeci;of  debate  in  Congress^  aiid  excited -diich'di 
vcrsity  of  opinion  and  warmtbof  discuflrion,  tfaatMr. 
1  Laurens  was  induced  to  resign  his  presidency,  which  ; 
"^  was  ^ipjDiediately  given  to  John  Jay.   in  the  coura^\ 

/qf  the.  clamour  which  tbifl  affair  excited*  Thomas 

■ «  .  ■  -        ^.  •  • 

■'^■Paine  again  appeared  before  the  publick/ under  his  ^ 
former  signature  of  Common  Sense."  His  silua-  ! 
,tioii  enabled  him  to  bring  many  things  to  lights  which  ;- 

>  r^stabiished  almost  to  demonstrlition  the  truth  of  ther; 
suspicion  before  hinted,  that  Mr.  Deane  wasto  be  ttt  '; 
partner  of  Bcaumarchais,  in  the  unwarrantable  claim 
w  hich  ha4  Jt>een  made  upon  the  Congress  for  ftuppliei.^^ 
mVaitousty  fnrjt^hed  1>y  the  French  people.  /  Mr. ; 

/Deane  bail  the  ju*t  to  ,e;ain  oyer  the  most  of  the  army 
|ilifi«^^ij^^  by  seizing  occa«!ion  to  declare  his  confi- 
dence i|i  llie  Commander  in  Chiefs  though  his  decla- 
^tion  was  immediaiety  contradicted  by  the^ubliioa-  r 
tion  of  one  of  bis  letters,  in  which  he  had  strongly 
recommended  tiiat  some  of  the  European  Generals  - 

'  ahoiild  be  invited  to  take  command  of  our  armies.    ; , 

^  '  Mimsienr  Gerard,  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of— < 
his  uKKst  Christian  Majesty,  to  whom  Congress  had 
acknowledged  the  validity  of  the  claim,  fearful  from 
the  publick  situation  of  J)i^r.  Payne,  thai  his  publicar^  v 

^oa  was  sanctioiied  by  that  body,  presented  a  memor*  -  ^ 
rial  to  them  on  the  suhject,  which  produced  the  fol-  ' 
lowing  resolution  :     Utisolyed  unanimously  that  the 
President  be.  directed  ta  Msure  the  said  Ministmr^'  thal 

:lKe  Congress  do fully^  in  the  clear^t  and  inost^xpU* 
sit  manner,  disavow  the  publication  referred  to  in  the 

'  saul  memorial  ;  and  as  they  arj^  cony^p^d  by  indisput 

JfibTe  evideiscej  that  the  supplies  shipped  in  the  An** 
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'  lii^nolii'C^  the  gfeftt  an^  ' :  ^ 

.  rou&ally  of  thewe  United  States,  dul  not  prefac  e  hia    ^  ' 

•  '  a|jiat|(^rwUb  any  supplier  '  :  ! 
*      v^/ tliat  th^Jtuii^^^^^ 

'  '     ed  tliLiein,  but  on  t^  ^atrar^  4^^^^  '  i 

''.4»f  the  same."  "  "^''•''^  v'^"''''^''''^'''^'^^''  '•'^^  ' 
;     Tt(i%  tliou^b:  it  may  fill ve 
'    ,  >  4)6.  faf  aflf  ii  showed  the  disposition  of  CongrcHa  to  re-  . . , 
'  deem  the  pledii;e  which  had  been  given  to  Monsieur  •• 
• '  ^ii<?i  aid,  waa  icarr)[iog  UiQ  acknowledgraent  rather  be-  '  \/ 
.  ^  yqiid.tiiB  wai^rfiffty '  of;  evidence  'Nolhin  «  j 

" .  said  Indeed  to  j'ii9lify  ife  whole  conduct  of  Congreas  »  | 
>     /.     as  it  regarded  this  business,  from  its  lirst  introduction  ^  ^ 

•  in  1777  to  the  iiual  rejection  of  the claiini  in  1818.  Ml*. 

. ,  faille^  to  whoijj  a  ^hearing  in  ihe.casefaadbei^n  rofi^/f  . 

;  eil  by  'Goft^s^y  resigned  bis  place  of  Secretary  to    <  ' 
Jibe  foreign  committee.  '  -./^  •  .--^  ""^'^'^l^^^j^j^^  '  ' •  i 
'         ^  it  has  been  aeen  that  the  Count  B^^^W^^  \  | 

r  Irpm  J^Um  on  thie  dd  of  November  ifer  tli^  West  In^  •  -  * ' 
:i  ili^a^  ft  8torm  having  compelled  Admiral  Byrou  of  th©  ' 
.  .  /     Eritish  ileet  to  give  up  his  design  of  oflTering battle  tot 

the  Count.    It  dieserves  to  be  remarked  aa'^a  8ittgi|I«^r^  ^ 
fac^  Ihfii  on  the  very  day  tblit  tbe  Count 
'        Boston, «  sqiiadront  of  the  Enemy's ^  fl^^  under  Com-   /  .     -  I 
.  *  •    modore  Hotham,  having  under  convoy  a  large  number  ;      ».  i 
/  ,      traj^ports  with  Major  Generar Grants  and  dOOO  ^  . 
;         sailed  from  Sandy  Hook)  destnied  also  for  iSi^t . 

ry  Clinton,  with  a  view  to  protect  the  English  West    '  - 
Iildia  ^^uids  from  the  offensive  metres  wbicb  had  ,  i 

been^^time^fa^^^^^ 

fleets  were  for  several  days  pursuing  the  same  course,  *  ,  . .  I 
within  a  few  leagues  of  each.oUier^  mutually  igjftorant  * 
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<if  each  offers  siiiiatitiiri^or'ilostiBatlon ;  biit  this  wocrM 
jprobably  not  long  Iiave  been  the  case,  but  for  a  vio-  * 
lent  storm  which  dispersed  the  Coant^s  fleet,  and  <^hr 
'  terwise  did  them  considenilite  dapi^ge.  This^  was.ihB^%\* 
third  time  tbat  Providence  seems  to  have  interfered 
to  prevent  the  meeting  of  tli6  two  hostile  fleets.  Com- 
inodore  Hotham  was  more >  fortunate  wi^^^toi^Jleet^  ^ 
.  trhich  al)  arrived  in, safety  at  Ba?badoea  on  wb  lOth 
December,  from  which  an  expedition  was  immedi- 
ately undertaken  asainst  St.  jUucia.  without  sutrerins; 

the  troops  to  land*  ^  :  ^  »  .  ^  'f.\ifc^*;  - 

.    The.  Oount  IKEataing,  having  some  days  after- 
wards aiiived  at  Martinique,  heard  for  the  first  time  ^ 
'■■'^  <Qf  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  immediately  prc- 
^  pared  to  go  to  the  succour  of  tfae.iiivesied  island.    A . 
^  .  considerable  additioii  was  aiad»  to  Us  force,  at  Mar- 

*  tinique ;  but  the  Count  was  no  favoarite  of  the  Go^-  ; 
desss  of  fortune.    Before  his  arrival  at  8t.  Lucia,  all  ' 
the  fortresses  on  the  island  w  ere  in  possession.of  the  v 
enemy  ;  and  after  several  vain  efforts  to  -recover  it^^. 

'    and  three  desperate  engagements  by  sea  and  land,  he  ' 
was  compelledto  ab^don  It  (o^  it^faifk^^^^ 

•  1^'wholft^ioKoe; .  •  v ,      ■    " -.^ '  ^  •  ;  »•  -  ^.    • ; ,  . 
O^i^li^  thflti^ 
Major  Generals  Schuyler  and  St.  Clair  were  brought 

*  .to  trial  on  the  charges  alleged  against  them,  for  the, .  *  • 
V'i^bwnd^i^^^  ^  Ticondero^  .  They  .were  both  ac« 

.  qmtfef  of  eacb^u^  tjpty  charge^  nviiWik^  highest  ' 

•     "honour.  '  r--  -  :^^y^^■<^'^■■y■■^' 

:,f■     With  regard  to  the  sentence  of  the  Court  Mar- 
passed  oa  MigorGeiieral  Lee,  of  whk&h  we  iiave 
Mbre  i tflken  notice^  Congress  after  a  suspense  ev^ 
;  iBors  cruel  and  tedious  than  in  the  cases  of  Schuyler 
'         .^^v^^'^'^f  jpa4»ed  a  resoiutioA  tkat  it  should  lie 
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canned  into  execution.  In  this  again  we  have  an 
.  example  of  the  siagular  and  unjust  effect  produced 
by  Uie  mode  of  Votug.  Thei  tosMdutioit  was.  voted, 
for  by  four-  8(ste»  m\j  out  of  the  tMrieen^  and  yet 
this  small  minority  were  enabled  by  their  decision  to 
'^cast  a  stain  upon  the  military  fame  and  prowess  of 
one  of  the  bravest  and  best  OiNierak  of  -,  the  age.  , 
Two  of  the  states  worn  not  represented ;  and  the  re- 
presentatives of  five  others  were  sodivided  as  to  have 
no  vote. 

/  Thus  ended.the  third  ;ear  of  the  struggle  for  inde*  " 
pendence,  leaving  the  UniiBd  States,  notwithstanding 
some  brilliant  successes,  in  a  situation  infinitely  more 
deplorable,  than  at  any  time  since  the  first  blow  was 
.'stnick.   C^rgia  was  in  the  hands  of  the'  enemy; 
the  capital  of  South  Carolina  was  threatened  with  a 
similar  fate;  rankling  jealousies  and  dbputes  dis- 
tracted thtir  conncils;  their  treasury  was.  .exhaust- 
tA%  their  credit  los^  even  in  ttke  estimaftott4if  tb«r ; 
best  friends ;  and  their  illustrious  ally  beginning  to 
think  their  demand  was  too  high,  whfen  they  asked 
for  an  acknowledgment  of  their  independence.   AH  . 
the  states'  however^  had  agreed  to  the  eonfederation^ 
with  the  single  exception  of  Maryland ;  and  there  ' 
were  still  some  determined  friends  of  Uberty  who 
were  willing  to  hope  all  things^  and  endnre  all  things 
for  the^sake  of  securing  that  inestimable-  blessing,  • 
Peace  was  yet  viewed  through  a  gloomy  vista  of  * 
doubts  and  dangers  ;  but  there  were  spirits  among 
the  latherfr  of  American  freedom^  io  whom  the^^imv 
merings  of  hope  shone  amid  the  gloomy  and 'Whose 
bright  examples  were  destined  to  lead  to  the^glorious 
consummation  of  her  promises.   \  ' 
VOL.  n.  W 
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CHAPTBK  I^. 

£vents  of  1779. — General  Lincoln  is  sent  to  take  command  in  the 
southern  department.— General  Frevost  attempts  to  ^in  Fori 
Royaly  and  is  repulsed.^— Colonel  Hnyd  at  the  head  of  the  toriei 
d^eated  by  Colonel  Fickens. — Colonel  Campbell  abandons  Jk»r. 
gnsta. — General  Jishe  defeated  at  Briar  Creek^Brace  stand 
€hntnd  £lJbert,^EAincolni9  reii^fbreed  and  erotsta  the  Sa- 

%  vamiakr^Gmtral  Prevost  attacks  MouUrw,  who  rdreais  to 
^Ckarkstmuf'^Mi^  qf  CAarfestoiu— l"rBiN»«t  retires  wWund  a^- 

'  iadcing^JUtieoln,  arrives  at  Ihrehester'-'aHaeks  the  BriHsk 
vana$  Stona^^compeUed  'tQretreatr^Creneral  Jh'ev^  estab- 
lishes Ji  post  at  Beaufort,  aind  retires  to  Sawmnah^'^r  ffenry 

.  XSinttm  i^ends  an  expe^RHon  into  the  Chesapeake^Jhe^f  enter 
EUcaMh  ^Hiver,  and  destroy  the  JImeriean  shipping  and  stereSp 

■  ft 

Some  time  before  the  expedition  for  the  south,  un- 
der Colonel  Campbell,  sailed  from  New -York,  Con- 
gress had  appointed  Major  General  Lincoln  to  the 

"  command  of  the  aouthem  department.   This  had> 
been  done  at  the  request  of  the  southern  represcuta- 

•  tives  who,  it  seems,  had  formed  a  plan  for  the  con- 
quest  of  the  FloridaSy.  and  had  not  sufficient  confi- 
dence in  the  talents  of  General  How6  to  entrust  the 
enterprise  to  him.  Howe  had  distinguished  himself 
at  a  very  early  period  of  the  revolution,  by  the  noble 

;  stand  which  he  had  made  Ugainst  the  forces  of  Lord* 
Dunmore^  at  the  head  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  in  Vir- 
ginia. This  raised  a*  party  in  his  favour  in  the 
Virginia  House  of  Burgesses,  at  the  expense  of 
anp^our  officer^  Colonel  Patrick  Henry^  who  waa . 
Iheii  oommander  in  ohief  of  the  united  forces  of  Vir'* 
^nia  uid  the  C^roUnas^  which  led  to  the  resignation 
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of  the  latter,  and  consequent  promo^tefr  of  thefonnet^^ 
He  was  a  brave  and  enterprising  partizan  officer,  but 
had  neither  sufficient  talf^ats.Qor  cj^enencja  to  com^,; 
iittnd  tn-army  to  advantig^ 

Major  General  Lincoln,  though  his  military  expe- 
rience extended  no  further  back  than  the  commence- 
inent  tif  the  le^rolotioa^  had  seen  a  great  deal  of  bard 
service^  had  been  -snccessftil  in  several  plans  that 
dicatcd  uiilitary  talents,  and  was  the  only  general  of- 
ficer on  the  field  of  battle  on  the  19th  of  Septembefy 
at  Sacategiu   ZJncoln:  arrived  at  Charleston  on  ib»p 
4th  of  December^  where^  iiistead  of  meeting,  as  he 
pected,  with  an  army  sufficient  to  invade  the  enemy's 
country,  scarcely  a  man  had  arrived ;  nor  w  as  it  un-, 
til  after  he  had  heard  of  the  landing  of  Colonel  Capip^^ 
bell  and  the  defeat  at  Howe,  that  he  ^aii  enabled  io 
move  with  a  force  adequate  even  to  defence.    On  the 
7th  of  Januai'y  he  established  himself  atPerrysburg, 

*  on  th<^  north  side  of  the  Savannah^  and  aboat  iAL 
mil^  from  the  British  commander,  General  Arevdsti-^^ 
The  remnant  of  Howe's  force,  which  he  met  with  here, 
united  to  his  own,  made  his  number  about  1400  :  but 
he  had  neither  field  j^ieiped,  arms^  tents  nqor  ammoni- 1 
lion.-      '    .  w '•     ■  ■  .  ■    ■  »-0v' ' 

The  forces  of  General  Prevost  were  fortunately 
scattered  over  a  long  line  of  posts,  extending  from  Sa^  ' 

/vannah  to  Augusta,  with  a  view  to  preserve  {Misteih 
rion  of  the  conquered  Province,  and  there  seemed 
to  be  no  disposition  to  disturb  the  arrangements  of 
the  American  general.  By  the  end  of  January  tbear^ 

,  rival  of  the  Nor^  Carolina  ndUtia  under  General 
Aslw  increased  Gknend  Lhicohi^sfbfoetoaboaiSOOO 
men,  and  with  this  number  he  began  to  think  of  offen- 
sive operations.   General  Prevost  in  the  mean  time 
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na  by  the  possession  of  Port- royal  Island.  For  this 
purpose  he  detached  Colonel  Gardner  with  200  men, 
'WJio  Effected  a  IftDding;  but  being  inet  by  Geaenl 
Moultrie,  (thebrave  defender  of  the  fort  of  hia  name^  ) 
at  the  head  of  a  like  uuniber.  he  was  driven  off  witli  ' 
/a>nsiderable  loss. 
;;In  puraoance  of  bis  determination  to  act  offensive- 
ly^  Genml  Lincoln^  early  in  Wbraary,  sent  General 
Ashe  with  about  1500  men  to  take  post  opposite  Au-  • 
gusta^  where  Colonel  Campbell  had  fixed  himself,  as 
the  most  convenient  rendezvons.for  ^the  tories  and  toy- 
aiists  of  the  dittos  Here  he  bad  collected  a  force 
composed  of  this  denomination  of  persons  to  the  amount 
^j^QPl  the  greater  part  of  them  were  pei*sons  of  in- 
'i^t^O^st ;  cktM^y  who  lived  ohiefly  by  robbery  and 
phm^er.  A  party  oif  them,  with  Gotonel  Boyd  at  their 
head,  having  crossed  the  Savannah,  Colonel  Pickens, 
with  about  300  militia  collected  from  tlie  district  of 
followed  them^  and  on  the  i4th  had  a  desperate  en^ 
gagement  with  them  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour. 
Having  lost  their  leader,  and  about  40  killed,  they  * 
took  to  flght  in  every  direction  $  a  few.  of  them  were 
enkbled  to  ieach  the  British  poets  in  safety^  bot  the; 
greater  part,  being  citizens  of  Sdath  Carolina,  were 
apprehended  and  brought  to  trial  for  treason,  an4 
five  of  the  ringleaders  executed.     '-■^-^U'--^  ^  ::-':ff:. 

This  checkv  toother,  with  ,  the  threatobfaig  attitude^ 
'  which  General  liincoln  had  assumed,  induced  Colq^ 
pel  Campbell  to  abandon  his  position  at  Augusta  on 
J|ie  very  ui|^  of  General  Ashe's  arrival.   In  order 
Jp»  prevent  if  possible  his  conjnactiott  with  Prevost^ 
^;Jg[^neirai  lAncoln  advised  Ashe  to  cross  the  river,  161- 
jj/bj^)^^^  tai^e  pqst  at  J^iar  preek.  In  obe* 
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d^tenc9t0i.it4s  advice,  General  Aske  crossed  with  hia 
troops,  and^iinthe  llSUi  'they^  in  ftw0 

divisions  under  Generals  Briatt  and '  Elbert,  near  to 
ttie  lower  bridge  on  Briar  creek.  The  bridge  had 
.b^ttdesmyed  by  Campbell  on  his  march,  but  even 
ibl^ilAwe  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  Americans,  no 
attempt  bad  been  made  to  repair  it.  The  British 
commander  up  sooner  heai'd  of  this  movement  uf  Ashe, 
^'fiiaA  d^ttepiiDe4^  biili; 
Jttid  io^opieir  the  belter  to  conceal  bis  teal  design,  and' 
divert  the  attention  of  General  Lmcolii,  he  made  a 
a  feint  of  crossing  the  river  between  £benezer  and 
Savannali^  ^hile  lieutenant  Colonel  Prevosty  wlp6 
was  posted  at  Hadsen's  ferry,  13  miles  below  Briar 
creek,  having  made  a  division  of  bis  forces  and  sent 
one  as  if  to  attack  the  front  of  Ashe^  made  a  circuit- 
ous. Biaich  of  fifty  mileo  with  the  other^Jamouiiiitig^to 
about  90Q  men,  with  tviro  pieces  of  artillery,  and  catue 
in  upon  Ashe's  rear.  General  Ashe  proved  wholly 
incompetent  to  the  charge  entrusted  to  him  ;  he  wa| 
cmnpktf&ty  surprised  in .  the  weakest  part  of  bit 
and  Vben  the  eneiii)'  appeared  otf  the  3d  of  March, 
instead  of  turning  out  at  the  head  of  his  whole  force 
to  meet  ihem^  he  orde|ediJBllbert  to  sns^iin  the  shock 
with  1(18  GOi|tineatal%  ambuuting  to  no  more  than  lOpL 
rank  ed  file^  This  brave  officer  didnot  hesitate  even 
with  this  small  number  to  meet  the  British  lj,<;lit  infan- 
try, with  whom  he  eiigpiged  for  fifteen  minutes,  whilq 
^he  Igl  ^Uti^  sto^  |d]^  lookingmi  |}i  the  vfif^ 
without  attempting  to  move, to  his  assistailce^  ohiil 
Klbert's  men  were  compelled  to  give  way,  when  the 
w  hole  body  of  thfUP^,4^.i>^.dismay.  Thus  deserte^ 
£lberl       ev^  to  bring  ^  jiitle  baj(it4i^§ 

ffc(|ud  t^me  .to  the  charge^  but  by  this  tifue  thj^ 
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completely  surroonded^  and  farther  resiBtance  vmA 

vain.  He  aud  tlie  few  who  surviyisd  were  taken  pri- 
'  souern.  A  uumber  of  the  militia  who  fled  were  kill-  - 
ed  end  others  overtakeo.  to  the  number  of  more  than 
800  in  the  whole.  Many  cf  them  were  drowned  in 
attempting  to  cioss  the  river,  and  many  others  return- 
ed to  their  homes  so  panick  struck,  that  they  never 
Ventured  again  into  the  field.  Colonel  PrevQgt  de- 
servedly gained  great  credit  for  the  skill  and  dexteri- 
ty with  which  he  had  managed  this  enterprise;  but 
he  has  to  thank  the  negligence  and  incompetence  of 
jthe  American  General  for  hie  euocess.  Had  Elbert 
been  in  the  place  of  Asbe^  the  reenlt  of  the  day  might 

have  been  widely  different. 

Thus  were  the  British  secured  for  the  present  in 
their  posseseionof  Georgia.  The  loss  of  seven  pieces 
of  cannon,  nearly  all  their  arms  and'ammuoition,  and 

the  flight  of  solarise  a  portion  of  Ashc\s  troops,  had  so., 
much  reduced  tlie  force  and  means  of  General  Liu*  . 

•  - 

coin,  that  he  was  nnable  for  some  time  to  nndertake 
any  hostile  movement   The  election  of  John  Bnt-  . 

letlgt  Ksq.  about  this  time  to  the  government  of  South 
Carolina,  gave  an  excitement  to  the  republican  inte- 
tQAii  whicli  soon  resulted  in  important  advantages.  He  - 
Avas  a  gentleman  of  elegant  manners,  of  extensive  . 
acquirements,  an  nccomplished  orator,  and  above  all  ^ 
he  liad  taken  an  active  part  in  the  earliest  measures 

.  of  independence.  He  was  clothed  b^  the  Legislature 
with  e^ensive  powerit,  and  he  soon  began  to  exert  . 
them  for  the  good  of  the  cau:<c.    The  militia  flocked 
from  all  quarters  to  the  American  standard,  and  by  the 

.  i9th  April  General  Lincoln  fonnd  himself  at  the  head 
of  0000  men.  With  these  he  determined  pnoe  more 
to  cross  the  Savaunah;  aud  take  such  a  position  as 
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would  intercept' the  supplies  of  the  enemy  from  the 
back  parts  of  Georgia,  while  at  the  same  time  it  would 
enable  him  to  protect  the  Republican  Legislature,  then 
about  tu  convene  at  Augusta.  Leaving  one  thousand 
men  under  General  Moultrie,  at  the  Black  Swamp 
and  Perrysburg,  he  commenced  his  march  for  Augus- 
ta on  the  33d  of  April. 

General  Prevost  almost  immediately  determined 
to  take  advantage  of  this  movement  of  Lincoln,  and 
penetrate  into  South  Carolina.  With  this  view,  hav- 
ing  collected  a  force  of  more  than  3000  men,  he  cross- 
ed the  river  in  several  places,  and  moved  towards  the. 
posts  occupied  by  Moultrie.  They  traversed  swamps 
that  had  been  deemed  by  the  Americans  impassable, ' 
and  appeared  so  unexpectedly,  that  Moultrie's  mili- 
tia  made  but  a  feeble  resistance  and  retreated  towards' 
Charleston.    Emboldened  by  this  success,  the  Bri-' 
tish  General,  with  the  advice  and  concurrence  of  his 
officers,  determined  to  push  his  advantages  as  far  as 
the  capital  of  South  Carolina.    He  moved  on,  there- 
fore,  in  pursuit  of  Moultrie's  militia,  a  part  of  which 
had  been  left  under  Colonel  Laurens  at  Coosawhatchie 
bridge,  while  Moultrie  himself  took  post  at  Tullifm-' ' 
ny  bridge.    Laurens  defended  the  pass  with  great >• 
spirit  for  some  time,  but  being  himself  wounded,  audi 
his  troops  having  suffered  considerably,  he  was  at"^ 
length  obliged  to  join  General  Moultrie.  Captain;. 
Shubrick,  his  second  in  command,  conducted  the  re- 
treat of  Laurens's  corps  with  great  order  and  caution. 

General  Moultrie's  force  in  the  mean  time  suffered  t 
daily  diminution  by  the  desertion  of  his  militia,  who  ' 
could  on  no  consideration  be  induced  to  pass  their 
homes  without  stopping  to  take  care  of  their  private  - 
affairs.    General  Lincoln  received  intelligence  of  the 
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moyements  of  the  enemy^  but  judging  that  his^objed 

(which  in  reality  it  had  been  at  first,)  was  a  mere  feint 
to  draw  him  back  from  the  capital  of  Georgia^  content- 
ed, himself  with  sending  Colonel  Harris  with  about 
800  continentals  to  the  relief  of  Moultrie^  and  continu- 
ed his  march  for  three  days  longer.  Being  at  length,  -  '  . 
.  howeveii  convinced  that  the  British  General  intended 
aaeriooa  operation  against  Cliarleiitooy  Lincoln  turn*  '\ 
ed  to  the  right  about  and  recrossed  the  river. 

Colonel  Harris,  witli  his  300  continentals,  havings 
for  four  successive  days  marched  near  fifty  miles  a 
day,  reaf^h^d  Charleston  as  soon  as  Moultiie^  and  for<(* 
innately  before  the  British  army  liad  crossed  Ashley 
river.   This  dilatory  movement  of  Prevost  saved  the  ' 
city ;  for  if  he  had  continued  his  march  with  the  same 
'  rapidity,  after  he  had  determined  to  convert  his  feint  * 
into  a  real  operation,  as  he  had  moved  atiirst,  he  must 
have  arrived  at  Charleston  belore  any  part  of  the  Ame- 
rican forces  could  have  entered  it,  and  the  town  musl- 
have  fallen*   Pulaski^s  light  legion  had  been  sent  on 
by  General  Lincoln,  as  soqn  as  he  himself  had  taken 
the  retrogade  motion,  and  these  w  ith  a  part  of  Moul- 
^  trie's  militia,  made  repeated  stands  on  the  retreat, 
Imd  a  few  slight  skirmishes  ensued^  which  only  serv*  . 
ed  the  more  strongly  to  convince  Prevost  of  the  fadtt- 
ty  with  which  he  could  accomplish  his  object. 
,  During  the  movements  of  the  two  armies.  Govern* 
onrButledge  had  established  himself  with.the  reserve 
militia  at  Orangeburg,  considerably  on  Prevost's  left^ 
and  though  in  &  situation  from  which  he  could  conve-  • 
niently  detach  his  troops  to  any  post,  at  which  they 
might  be  wanted,  he  was  too  fiur  off  to  have  aiforded 
any  aid  to  General  Moultrie,  but  for  the  delay  of  t^o 
days  which  Prevost  made  on  his  march.    This  auffio- 
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.ti  for  IMr  to  gain  OharlesioB  lii.tiBMi^ralid  he  if&iWrM^ 

with  his  niilitift  on  the  10th  May,  the  day  after  Gene- 
ral Moultrie  and  Colonel  Harris  bad  taken  their  sta- 
i^uillf^iii.  tbe  town.   On  the  lith  Fuluki  arrived  with 
ttft  le^on ;  and  on  ike  same  ^aj^jfiSI     ProTost'a  v 
army  crossed  the  ferry  of  Ashley  river,  and  moved 
.towards  the  town.    Pulaski  had  scarcely  taken  his 
pilst  within  the  town,  when  the  enc^^  appeared;  and 
with  a  View  te  lead  them  into  an  amfidmu^  he^niidi- 
ed  out  with  a  single  company  and  dtatidked  them  be-  ' 
hind  a  small  breast  work  in  a  valley;  leaving  these 
with  orders  to  remain  concealed,  he  advanced  a  miXp^ 
beyond  them,  and  placioj;  himself  at  the  head  of;a 
small  party  of  horse,  attacked  the  British  eavalry.  Hie 
object  waa  after  a  slight  skirmish  to  draw  the  caval-     *  • 
ry  after  him  into  the  reach  of  his  concealed  infantry ; 
but  the  lifter  with  an  itrdour  which  could  not  be 
strained,  had  in  the  mean  time  marehed  out  from  be- 
hind  their  breast  work  to  join  the  attack ;  the  conse- 
quence was  thaty  being  very  inferiour  in  .wm hers  to  • 
thfr  British,  they  were  compelled  to  letceai.  Pula^^ 
one  of  the  brayeet  officers  that  ever  drew  a  swofdy  ^ 
tered  several  times  during  the  day  into  single  combat 
with  individuals  of  the  enemy.    His  intrepidly 
not  lost  npon  the  sdldiers  .or  officers :  it  serred  to  ex^'' 
dte  them  to  noble  emulation ;  and  in  several  skirmish* 
es  which  occurred  during  the  day  and  succeeding 
nighty  they  showed  a  courage  a^id  coolness  which  did 
hiM^to  tiidrbraTe  templar.  In.theeoiifserof  Mi" 
of  ishk  night  skirmishes,  Major  Huger,  an  officer  great- 
ly esteemed  by  his  countrymen^  was  unfiurtanately  kill-' 
ed.  -  ■  .  /:  ' 

Those  within  the  town  bad,  in  the  mean  tiBie5i  £lK  - 

gently  employed  every  moment  of  Prevost's  extraor*. 
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dinary  and  unaccountable  delay,  in  strengfhcning  a« 
far  as  possible  their  defences.    Every  individual  of 
the  city,  old  and  young,  male  and  female,  bore  a  part 
in  thft  labours  of  the  day.    On  the  12th  General  Pre- 
vost  summoned  the  town  to  surrender,  upon  what  wei*^ 
considered  favourable  conditions  ;  but  they  were  rtot  - 
^  such  as  the  besieged  thought  proper  to  accept,  and 
the  day  was  spent  in  negotiation.    Thus  was  still 
further  time  allowed  for  improving;  the  means  of  dti-  • 
';*.  .  fence.    On  the  13th,  it  was  deemed  advjsejtble  by 
ibt  civil  authority  to  propose  a  nenti^atitij  ?or  the. 
■whole  sljitr,  to  continue  during  the  War,  and  to  de- 
pend  for  its  conditions  upon  the  peace.    This  offer, 
advaotageous  as  it  was,  wa»  rejected  by  General  * 
V  Prrvost,  and  an  immediate  assault  was  expected  J 
but  to  the  utter  astonishment  of  the  whole  army,  tha^. 
beHiegers  moved  off  during  the  night,  and  before  the 
morning  of  the  Mlli,  had  recrossed  Ashley  river* 

So  singular  a  circumstance  has  perhaps  never  ocrT. 
curred  in  history,  as  the  rejection  of  the  neutralily 
offered  bv  Charleston  to  General  Prevost.    The  ad- 

»•  ^     Tanta£;e  to  the  British  cause  would  have  been  greater  ^ 
^-  than  the  mei*e  surrender  of  the  city  upon  any  terms. 

^ '  '     Already  in  possession  of  Georgia,  by  thus  securing 
the  neutrality  of  the  adjoining  state,  they  would  have 

*  compelled  General  Lincoln  to  withdraw  his  army,. 
.  *    .  and  have  forced  Congress  to  the  necessity  either  of 

^    greatly  weakening  the  main  army  in  the  north,  or  of* 
.    . abandoning  the  soutli  to  its  fate.    It  is  still  more  ex-* 

•  .  traordinarv.  that  at  the  very  moment  General  Prevost 
•  rejected  the  proposal,  instead  of  still  further  carrying"' 

\  on  the  negotiation,  or  at  once  commencing  his  attack^  . 
^  he  sliould  quietly  and  secretly  decamp  without  an  ef- 
fort.  It  is  ridiculous  to  allege  that  he  was  disappoint-* , 
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eJin  llis  expectations  from  the  ,loiyal^/4^  t^e^^li^ 

<^^ibg£  tfae^ODaniry  th^  that  by  which  he  arrived  at 
CSarleston;  nor  was  it  possible  that  he  .could  have 
anticipated  better  terms  than  tl|Oi^  tjt^^^re>ff^ 

^^^i^^^^  him; 

I|miI  General  I4fieii1ti  was  in  bis  rear:  he  knew  this 
when  he  undertook  the  enterprise;  and  he  had  abun^  » 
4ai|ttjL^e^  if  he  had  .used  the  m0tMa]i|a:  QCne^^ 

oqpl  '^(^iM^       approach  oiT  Lincoln.    Whatever  ' 
wei-e  his  motivf^s.  General   Prevost  prcQipitatelj 
raised  ,  the  aij^e  on  the  night  of  tha  i3th^:  hiil^^ 
u^\y  p!^f4  the  tirer,  irlten  General  Liaeoln; 
•reaidie^/Borclieirier.   After  resting  a  few  days  id  " 
camp  on  the  south  side  of  the  riyer*  General  Prevoflt  .  ' 
continued  his  retreat,  taking  pogn^a^foairf  the  varipul^ 

teb  iiarbpttf.'  Hwb^  te  waited  until  the  arrival  c^^' 
supplies  enabled  him  to  proceed  southward.  Hia 
first  object  was  to  gain  possession  of  the  Waad  id|' 

li^^^  offers  eligible  qoarieri^^^ 

fe^iuatrooita  diniitg  the  approaching  hot  and  sickly 
season,  but  secured  to  him  a  footing  in  South  CaroH- 
^  in  a  strong  position.    Lieateaant^  GQlonet  Pw^ 

ii^h  the  van  of  JPreToet'it  anuy  W  ported  at  ' 
t^e  ferry  on  IStoiio  iolet^his  force  consisted  of  Hesr; 
sians,  Carolina  refugees,  aud  one  battalion  of  the  71st,'^' 
amounting  to  about  1500  men.   The  natural  atrength  f 
o£>i9f  poailtqiHM  been  isoiremdl  bjr$evera{  redoebi^  ' 
l¥ith  an  abbatis,  ttMl  icmie  heavy  artillery.    lie  was, 
however,  out  of  the  reach  of  reinforcements  except 
by  a  bridge  . of  boats/  whijili  aja;»c4ed  a  dovhtfiil  9mA  J 
linited  conveyimce.  ^  ^ 
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general  Lincoln,  in  tlie  mean  time>  desirous  of  an^ 
aoyiag  the  retreating  army  of  his  adrei«aty;  as  nmch 
as  possible,  bfoke  ap  his  encaaipiDeat  at  Dorchester  ' 

on  the  4th  of  June,  and  moved  towards  Stono  ferry. 
Tlie  apparent  strength  of  the  enemy's  position,  how- 
ever;  determiaed  him  to  delay  ail  attack^  until  ^me*' 
tiiiag  shoald  titra  ap  to  his  advaatage ;  and  this  oc* 
ciirred  in  about  a  fortnight  afterwards.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Provost  was  detached  to  Savannah  with  a 
'part  4if  the  forces,  and  their  tranapiirtatioa  niade  it 
necessary  to  break  ap  the  bridge  of  b^ts.  lieute- 
nant Colonel  Maitland  was  now  left  at  the  ferry  with 
.  .about  600  men ;  and  General  Lincoln  determined 
Upon  making  bis  attack.  'To  divert  the  atteatioa  of 
Jhrevost  frete  his  design,  he  directed  Generial  Mool'- 
trie  with  the  militia  from  Charleston  to  take  possess- 
ion of  James' Island,  and  John's  Island,  wliile  he' 
himself  advailced  oa  the  ISOth  to  the  attack,  the  ' 
^  North  .OavoKua  aiilitia  uader  Brigadieir  General 
Butler  on  his  right,  and  the  continentals  under  Gene- 
ral Sumner  on  his  left;  GploaeLMalmedy  and  Liea> 
^  '  tenant  Ooloael  Ifeadersoa.  covered  the  flunks  with 
'     *  light' troops^  while  the  cavalry  and  Virgiaia  militia 
under  General  Mas^on  formed  the  reserve.    This  or- 
der of  battle  was  such  as  to  do  great  honour  to  the 
V  .  BiiUter;^  skill  of  Oeaeral  Liacola ;  for  iastead  of  plac« 
ing,  as  was  usual,  his  best  troops  on  the  right,  tber^ 
by  exposing  them  to  the  weakest  wing  of  his  adver- 
sary, he  brought  his  i^egulars  into  combat  with  the 
Highlanders^  who  composed  the  right  of  Ooloael 
' '  Miiiiiaad.  '  General  Ltacola^s  approach  heiag  aa- 
'  •      nounced  by  the  enemy's  pickets,  two  companies* of 
the  71  at  came  out  to  their  support    These  being 
fi^rged  by  the  light  .flanking  companies  aader  liea* 
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tf^muit  Colo9e}^^ti^derson,  in  close  acfion^.  and  wlAry  ^ 

i^n^ldfti)  only  nine  joT  ttent'liaviiig  gpi  sa&lj  With- 
in their  lines.    Encoaragcd  by  this  success^  Lincoln 
with  ardour  to  the  enemy's  intrenchmeuts^ 

t^ifiltf^^  be  re. 

tolii^d^  lmttliai  the  contest  slMmtd  ADpeDd 'wholly  on 

tllfe^  bayonet.    The  enemy  suffered  Lincoln's  troops 
4c^^  advance  within  sil^ty  yards  of  the  afato^is^  ,  wbe^e  \ 

ifriOkOj^dti^  them.'  In  despite  of  mnetai 
coin's  orders,  this  fire  was  returned,  and  a  warm  and 
vigorous  action  continued  for  an  hour  apd  an  lialf, 
dnrliig  wiiioh  the  Ameijk^iis  ebtMned  a  'aumifest  ad* 
vantage.  'Bttt  OeAerar  Moultrie  having  failed  16 
make  the  contemplated  diversion  on  John's  Island, 
Creueral  Frevost  was  enabled  at  Uie  critical  nioment 

^ef  the  a€tiaa>t»:iwiid  a'c«d8ideTiibIe  reinfovcement  tar 

Jr^  '^  6f  Lteuteiieht  Celonel  MaiOaiid :  the  whole 
^aiTison  immediately  sallied  out ;  Lincoln  renewed 
the  charge  with  increased  vii^our^  drove  back  tlie 

.  demy's  left,  and  >aviQjg  encoded  ia  ■(4^|»ping  the 
ire  of  his  troops,  wasbi»%'ely  pushing  on  with  the 
bayonet,  when  the  enemy's  reinforcements  appeared. 

/  Tiiis  compelled  him  to  change  Ids  determinationji  and 
osdM'aiiiBtmediateEetrei^  SoQieooiifttsioB  B^ceemN' 
YiFy  ensued^  of  which  Midflandtook  advantage^  adr 
vancing  with  his  whole  foiTe  upon  the  retreating 
^i«pny.  The  American  cavalry  wefe  now  ordered  up 
ie  Ibe  ehaise^  bet  heviag  executed  oee  or  two  mpye* 
inente  With  great  gatUuitry ,  they  Were  forced  to  give 
way,  when  Mason^s  Virginia  brigade  moved  U|^.^nd 
covered  the  retreat  in  the  most  handiom^  etyle.  I;'  vr 
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''feeneral  Lincoln's  loss  in  this  action  amounted  tb'  , 
about  800  kiiledy  wounded  andmissiog;  among  the 
iy^4.  ;^ere  several  officer^  of  high-niik>  aii4  inucb^ 
vte^Qcted.  Tke  enemy's  lossinUtttid  ^nd'Miiiided 
was  about  I70.    The  action  was  bravely  fought  on 
both  sides  ;  and  had  not  the  failure  of  Me^^^^ 
tiiey  on  the  oiiel|4nd9.aiid  the-diSQliedH^nipe  if  jq^^0§ 
is  fetarning  the  five  of  tbd  enemy^  of|  ib^^ottj;!*,  de-r 
ranged  the  Avhole  plan  of  General  Lincoln,  his  sue**  • 
cess  would  have  been  certain.    Pretit|Bt  retiipiq||^.  ilDc^r 
mediately  .alter  ttiis"  battle  to  Bairaiifiabi.  leaying  4  , 
part  of  hb  fiMces  under  lueul^ant  CToloiiel,  J^i^tU^  • 
at  Jkaufort  in  the  island  of  Poi  t  Uoyal.  . 

The  inhfU>itants  oX  Bquth,  Cavo]ina  suffered  im.t^. 
meaae  faiiiet-lif:  the^  eneoiy  during,  tbetr/ i&vaslcm  of' 
the  state*  *  Upwii^s  4d  8^000  slthvea  wttt  c^urriBdioff 
by  them  and  sold  in  the  West  Indies ;  and  scarcely  a 
plantation  within  their  reach  escaped  pillage  and  de-  % 
Tasta^on;.  Thtr  B^itishy  hnwe^eiv  -aie  nal  wbell^^  - 
diargpsable:  Wit]^  thiis  .unwarrantable  plunder  of  prUs 
vate  property.    To  the  tones  aud  refagces  wlio  had 
joined  their  army,  the  greater  p^'t  of  th^  de^redatitj^s.^ 
€9i|iBiil^  mnstbe ascribe<t       -  •  v  4^ 
'^^^^16^11^1^^  going  on  in  Son.Uifiari^V 

Una  and  Georgia,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  uniler  the  hope^ 
of  efPectaally  destroying  all  resistance  in  the  south,"  C, 
|ij[iinQed.j|||«j$|^         with  the  advice  of  Sir  Georgc^^^ . 
CSmy^llV^Wiiow  com^        tbe  il^tisb  ftaval  fbrci' 
at  New- York,  against  Vir2;inia.    Two  thousand 
troops  for  this  purpose  were  placed  under  ,  the  com- 
of  Brigadier.  Oe«eral  Mattbewa^  ^d^mdiu^K . 
by  ISW  GkNyrge  CdlW^  fleet  sailed 

from  New- York  on  the ^th  of  May,  and  ancliored  in 
Jiamptou.         0a  t^       on  the  iOth^  Sir  George 
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'  haling  sliiftod  his  flag  to  one  of  the  frigntes,  left  the 
:  heavy  hhips  in  the  roads,  and  proceeded  with  the  small- 

•  er  ships  and  transj)orts  into  Elizaheth  river.  The 
:  principal  defence  of  this  river  was  a  sDiall  fort  on  the 
,  west  side,  called  fort  NeUon,  completely  exposed  to 

a  land  attack,  and  calcnlated  only  to  defend  the  chan- 
f  nel  of  the  river.    This  fort  wa^  garrisoned  by  about 

150  men  under  Major  Matthews;  and  the  ehemy-s 
y  troops  having  landed  three  miles  below  the  fort,  there 

was  nothing  to  prevent  their  carrying  the  fort  by  storm. 

The  Major,  therefore,  rightly  judging  this  to  be  the 
;  intention  of  the  enemy,  very  prudently  evacuated  the 
^  fort  during  the  night  of  the  10th,  and  escaped  with 
.  his  little  garrison  to  the  Great  Swamp.    Thus  was  a 

free  passage  left  both  by  land  and  water  to  the  Bri^ 

•  tish  forces,  which  moved  up  on  the  morning  of  the 

*  11th,  and  took  possession  of  the  desolated  town  of 
Norfolk,  and  of  Portsmouth,  at  the  latter  of  which 
Brigadier  General  Matthews  established  his  head 
quarters.    From  this  place  detachments  were  sent  to 

^  Gosport,  SuflTolk,  and  the  neighbouring  places,  where 
considerable  destruction  was  made  of  vessels,  provi- 
sions, and  naval  stores. 

*  The  enemy  remained  in  the  Elizabeth  river  only 
about  two  weeks,  but  during  that  short  period  they 
destroyed  and  carried  off  upwards  of  3000  hogsheads 
of  tobacco,  130  vessels  of  various  denominaUons,  and 
an  immense  quantity  of  stores.  Nor  was  their  de- 
struction confined  to  publick  property :  almost  every 
house  in  Suffolk  was  burned,  and  every  dwelling  on 
their  various  routes  shared  the  same  fate ;  and  before 
any  force  could  be  collected  to  send  against  them,  they 
had  left  the  Chesapeake  and  returned  to  New  York. 
The  royalists  had  made  such  represeiitatious  to  Sir 
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George  Collier  of  the  desire  of  the  Virginians  to  re-  ' 
turn  to  their  allegiance^  that  he  endeavoured  to  per-, 
immde  Sir  Hetny  CUii|ob  to  maintain  a  force  at  Porta*  ; 
DiOiitk  for  the  purpose  of  serving  asV  Tallying  poiili' 
to  the  torics  and  disaffected  Americans,  but  Sir  Hen- 
ry very  wisely  determined  to  withdraw  his  troops^ 
knowing  tliat  at  anch  a  diitanee  from  Biioceiii>  aomall 
Wyerse  of  foriuuBy         i^nm.Uoii      tiia  power  of 
the  enemy.  \[  .    % ^  . 

/.    Let  us  now  for  a  time  take  a  \[iew  of  t^  movement^ 
the  Ufl^  ilitlieNorUi.-;.  /;.>-^5};     -V .i>\J: i-;;^:' 
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CHAPTER  X 


JSue^iis  q/"  1  r7d  Continued. — Sir  Henry  Clinion  sends  an 
up  tfie  Ifiidam — Takes  j^f^mijf  Foint,  and  Fart  La  PayeUe,-^ 
Gallant  attack  atid  recapture  of  Stony  *Foint^  by  General 
Wayne^-^urprUbvf  ihe  &ritUh£mTi^<m  ut  frnM*  Mofofu^  , 

^  septr^Ptomdings  of  Congrtss^Separt  of      CeiliuntUe  i^  ' 
Fore^n  J^ffait9r^^D9MMe  of  CaUmd  IVumMl^ffashingt^ 
U  empmim^  iodmw  onthsTrSm 

' -'p^etqfpeae^BadUaoryrimln^^ 

ingim^  Wayne,  atid  other  oJfiufki^UMjM^  thf 

iruops  of  General  frayne*      ' -'^  .  '     .*  .    '   ,  '  V  ' 

By  the  time  Sir  George  Collier  had  returned  from 
Uie  piiesapeake^  Sir  Henry  Clintoiiliad  plained  anoth- 
.er  expedition  gainst  the  Amencaii  fiirtre^m  ee  the 
HndsiAi.  The  cdniniand of  thuflvcfr faaS ttwAjihetjjli', 
considered  by  both  parties  as  highly  important,  and 
Washington  had  employed  the  opportanity  which  the 
'^a^tioii  of  active  opmiidiis  on  the  part  of  Sir  Heiii; 
Ty  h«d  ftHoWed  Utnv  in  ceiisiracttng  geveral  worfes,  ' 
particularly  at  Verplank's,  and  at  Stony  Point.  Hii 
itfmy  la;  at  Middle  JBrook^  in  Jersey,  and  these  posti  ; 
mtit  g^vriipoiied  by  ft  Mdl  tnonber  of  meo  chielf     . . 
tfS^SM  Slid  labourenr *  ilajor  Geifi^fftl  Vanghaii^  tb^ "! 
former  despoil  cr  of  the  beautiful  banks  of  tlie  Hud-  . 
eon,  was  again  chosen  to  command  this  expedition^ 
which  embarked  imder  tlie  cdiEVo^  of  Sir  G^orBeCcl^  < 
Jier^onthedOthofMay.  Oa  iheSlsteieiiefftl  Tiiig^ 
VOL.  it.  81  ' 
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Iah,  with  the  miii>>dy  of'tUe^^^^  IwdediMii^ 

cast  side  of  the  river,  a  few  miles  below  Yerplank's  ; 
Gener.il  Pattispu,  accorapauiftd  hy  Sir  Henry  Cliutoo.^ 
,  lum&el^  mdvaticed  with  tito^t^mam^er  of  the  army  W; 
.WitJihi  three  miles  of  Stony  Point,  and  laudi^d  on  the'' 
wcKt  side.    The  £;arrison  at  this  place  withdrew  on 
^  the  approach  of , the  e}i^y^  and  made  some  s^how^io^ 
'  resistance  by  drawiog  iip.  on  the  hUls  abd^i^  4}uriie7  < 
Itilred  witboQt  giving  battle.  Opposite  t^-^^kn^Jjr]^ 

the  AmericauH  ha<l  constructed  a  small  fort,  which 
.^they  bad  aamed  after  th^  gallant  AlarquiH  dc  la  Jb'ay-i^ 
0tte. '  It       »•  jingle  redoubt,  mounted  with  4;  plecea 
t j»ip.  artillery^  and  manned  by  about  70  men.  -The  ap^  , 
^Jrroach  to  it  fiom  its  own  side  was  almost  impracii.va- 
6le,  ])ut  it  was  completely  comuianded  by  Stuny 
JPoiut,  amjl:  General  l^i^Mjson  prepared  for  a  vinous 
^bombardment  of  it,  by  drawing  up  hia  heavy  artille- 
ry in  the  nii^ht,  from  his  landing  place,  and  fixing  theni 
on  the  commanding  rocks  of  ^tony  Point.  .  V  ^  ■ 

.  On  the  ist  of- Jnne  a  tremendous  fii:e  firom  cai^Ott 
and  mortars  wa«  6peneil  npoh  the  little  fort  U  Say^ 
ette,  by  5  o'clock  in  the  morning,  while  Sir  Geor^^o 
Collier  advanced  with  his.galiies  and  gunboats  t^o  the 
snppoi'iof  the  attack,  sending  some  of  them  above  the  \ 
^  fort,  in  order  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  garrison  by 
Water.    General  Vaughan  had  in  the  mean  time  by  a 
circuitous  route,  gained  the  summits  of  the  hills  on  the 
Aiib  of  the  fort,  thus  in  vesting,  it  on  all.sid<^»  Af* 
'.tllr' sustaining  a  continued  siom  of  fire  for  the  Whole 
(\fiy,  ih\>  brave  (jand  surrendered  prisoners  of  war. 
Hir  Henry  Clinton  icaviog  a-strong  force  to  garrison 
the^etwo  posts,  with  orders  to  place  Stony  Point  itt 
•  the  strongest  possible*  state  of  defence,  moved^  with  the 
arnijf  and  »h^)piUj|^  to  Piuilip^burg,  which  complete^ 


iy  blbckiied  ito  OftvigatKHi  of  tte^river^  au4  r^iri^'* . 

tbo8P  c^tst  of  Die  UudsoQ;  extrumely  liazacduus  as 
well  a«  circuitpus.  .  •  *  r      '  -     '  /A: 

Tofi^ie  tti^vbfliflntititf  ihe  euemjr  1^  Waalif Bglmi  tii  * 
suspect  a  tteeign  ef  atUieking  WeatP^nt^  fot  tfie  JirO*  ^ 
teot!on  of  which  he  moved  with  his  army  from  Mid- 
dlchrook,  and  took  post  on  the  high  giouads  aboye.^ 
.VjBrpLaok'a  And  Stouy  .Boiiit.  iit9atloa  ^ik,eii<^ 

ifeirprke  '  was  planni^  iiUp^iW  veca^^cirdcoi^  i^e  iiMt^ . 
post,  whitli       bcentotisiderably  glrensthened  by  tlie 
enemy,  and  was  nQ>k'^ri:iMoued  by  the  i7th  regimeitt 
of  infaatry^  the  greBodien  of  the  7i8ty  a  cpiic(pfaiy««f 
torie^^  and  a  com[>ahy -of  artillery^  the.wlidb  imder. 
the  commaod  of  l^ieuteoant  Colonel  Johnson.  The 
enterprise  was  entrusted  to  the  commaiul  of  General  • 
Wayne,'  wjio  ttiii|N^hed  from  Sandybeacl^ik  ili9tato  of; 
14  intles  fv6m  tte  object  i^  attick.t^^i^^ 
at  noon,  wish  the  ( Iioicest  troops  of  tlie  army.  The 
^oad  traversed^uumerous,  difficult  and  dangeroa!^  do-  ; 
illea  and  jnonisaeaf  ^wliicli  do  reMurded  the'inaic^  tlMit' : 
H  Ivas^  o^cl<)ck  in  tlie  eveaiiif;  .wJieii  the  vatt.itiiri^',V 

within  a  mile  and  a  lialf  of  the  point.    Here  Wayne  / 
halted  for  the  rest  of  tiie  army^  and  employed  the  de^ 
)ay  in  feconnoiteriog  the  eaeii^'s  w^li8«  Tli6tro^' 
Were  fimsed  intoiwo  colamns  as  th^  oatni  up,  itttd '  • 
'i^tbalf  past  11  o'clock  the  whole  advanced  to  tlife  at- 
tack. General  Wayne  bad  d etermin^dl^  depend  up^  ^ 
on  tbe  bayonet  aloiie^  aikd  tbe^vatto^W^e  ikerefow 
tiot  even  penhUled'iii  lilM  their  iiliiekeli^'  tieoienant 
Colonel  Fleury,  at  the  head  of  150  men,  led  the  van  of 
tlie  right  column,  and  Major  Stewart  tbat  uf  the  left^ 
i(Fkh  a  like  number  of  ^cked  tiwpa,  dl  iritbunkNulo 
ed  mnskets  tmA  fixed  bityoiie(»;./  kuib^m^. 
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lumn  was  precefled  by  an  avant-guard,  or  forloni 
hope,  of  ^  men  each,  under  Lieutenants  Gibbons  and 
JUnox,  two  yoQDg  officers  chosen- for  Iheir  unduuiie^ 
^oiir.  These  were  intended  to  remove  the  aUwtis 
and  other  obstructions  that  mij^ht  impede  the  march  of 
.  the  attacking  columns ;  and  both  officers  fortunatelj 
escaped  nnhurt,  thongh  each  of  them  lost  more  than 
;-^three  fourth  of  their  brave  followers.  '  ' 
The  natural  ditficuHics  in  the  approach  to  this  post 
were  at  this  moment  considerably  increascid  by  the 
overlowiiigof  the  .tide^  which  complete^  covered  tht  - 
deep  morass  that  sorrotinded  the  works.  The  two  al^  ' 
ticking  columns,  however,  moved  on  to  different  points, 
spite  of  every  obstacle,  and  in  the  face  of  an  inces- 
sM^  cannon  and  mnsketij^  drfv'^ 

';^g  every  thing"  before  them  at  ihepoint  of  the  bayo- 
net,  until  they  met  in  the  centre  of  the  works.  Gene- 
ral Wayne,  who  had  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
right  division^  received  a  slight  wpnnd  in  the  head 
from  a.mnsh^t  ball,  just  as  he  had  passed  the  U»f 
abbdtis,  hut  hravcly  insisted  upon  being  carried  on, 
that  if  it  were  his  lot  to  die,  he  might  breathe  his  last 
in  the.eni^'a  fort*  He  was. support^  through,  the' 
Are  by  his 4wo  gallant  Aids  de  Camp,  Fisfibbofn  liiiC- 
Archer,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fleury,  who  led  the  van 
of  the  right  column^  a  young  French  officer  who  had' 
,  ,;sn  many  p^visnis  occam0l^^  greatly  distinguished  him* 
ilself,  was^beferstto.fiy  to  the  enemy's  st^dj^  ^l^cl| 
he  struck  with  his  own  hand.  '  *y  " : 

By  this  most  brilUant  enterprise,  two  flags^  tw^i 
"ntandards,  iff  pieces  fH  ordnanoey  ted  a^large  ^iianr 
iity  of  military  stores  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Ame^ 
ricatis.  besides  fii^S  prisoners.    Of  the  assailants  9B 
.  Jtvere.  kiUed  and  w^sinded^  of  the  enemy  68  were  kill- 
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^    y  €4;  ajnong  whom  wcre^  several  af  .tjieit  brsivest  audr 

-  '  '  At  ^tfae  noie  iiihe  AtAr  Grenml  Wayne  moteA 

"         against  Stony  Point,  General  Robert  Howe,  (who,  *. 
.    ;    on  the  arm.ftl  of  general  Lincoln  in  the  So^tli,  had  . 

'  joined  tlie  •my  uftder  WaahingtuO)}  ^aa  topaU^M 
'  /  !  Vai^nst  the  opposite  post'of  V erptank V;  tint  owing  to  ' 

•  :*    various  unavoidable  delays,  he  was  unahle  to  come  up  • 

.  :  with  his  fovce^  ni^il  Sk  Henry  C^otoosliad  moved 

•  '     inlli  largB  f^nibfcmeoL^         aMistEiice^r  Oitihs  : 

V  ^lBoniing  after  Wayne  hajlgaihed  possession  of  Btony  /  I 
• ;   Point,  h(»  turned  the  artillery  against  Verplauk's,  and 

*  .  Jtepiupso  warm  a  cannonade,  that  the  enemy ^s  ship- 

ping were  obliged  to  cot  iheiv  cables  and.  fall  down, 
"the  river.    Had  General  Howe  been  enabled  at  this  . 
y     moment  to  have  approached  the  fort  on  the  laiid  side^ 
it  must  .have  ikUen  4nto  hie  hands.  •  ^  ' 
V   Wkflluiii^nVi  fetco-li^f^too  weakioadn^^ 
*  leaving  a  s^flftcient  gaiTison  for  the  protection  of  Sto-. 
ny  Point,  it  had  been  determined  in  Council,  previr 
ous ;  to  the  attack^  that  in  the  evont  of  its  being  sucoeas" 
.    fal^.tiie  woriuahoold  bodMtit»yed'aadi^ 
'•  This  was  accordingly  done,  after  holding  possession 
,  of  it  for  three  days  3  the  artillery  and  stores  were  re- 
moved,, the  worka  demoUshedy  and  the  post  e^acuat* 
^     nd  ^'ao  that  . whien  Sir  HeniyClUitonamyed  with 'b^ 
whole  land  and  naval  force,  ho  found  none  to  diqjute  .  '  . 
his  taking  possession.  Thus  did  this  post  three  times  * 
'  change  oiaatera  in  Utdejnore  Aann  niottth.  Sir  Hen*  '  v 
^  gava  Ofdm  dnc^' niomito  i^pi^f  tbe  w^ 

l<eft  a  strong  garrison  for  its  defence.  "    »  ' 

'  About  the  same  time  another  daring  and  brilliant 
enterprise^aaniidertakenyiiDrib&sinvpme^^  •  ' 

tbh  garriaoRatPofiHiij'a  flool^  Ikeascao^ 
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was  entrusted  to  Major  Lec.    On  tlie  moraing  of  the 
19ih  July,  before  day  light,  he  proceeded  with  n  de*;  //  y 

'    jiaduniBiit  coomiing  of  d(X)  ViK^ 

„    t}f  the  Maryland  line^  and  at  small  party  of  dismouiiiii:^^  . , 
ed  dvas^oons,  and  snceeeded  in  completely  surprising 

-     the  ^iriison  com  luanded  by  Maj or  Souiberla^d.  The  ? 

;  Majac>  faawe¥ery  had  the  good  fortra  - 
'  .  ia  party  of  bis  Hessiaiis^  to  a  smallbloibk  house  on  ila^'  ' 
left  of  the  fort,  from  which  he  opened  an  iiununUate  > 
jire  upon  the  aasailautsi^  and  the  retreat  of  Lee  was  . 

'   called  by  the'eiatemy  a  oonnraHSy'ahaiidoiiiiieiii.of  his-  ! 
design  at  the  moment  iwbeh  vi<itory'  Was  wilhin  his 
gra*<p.    But  Lee's  object  was  entirely  accomplished ;  ' 
bis  ordors^wfiPjB  positive  to  effect  an  immed  iate  retreat,  - 

hefted  alt  important^  and  this  lie  did  after  Killing  30  of . .  • 
- .    the  enemy  and  taking  l6l  pvihoners,  with  the  trifling  >  - 

loss  of  six  or  sei^eu  of  lus  own  meukilledand  wound*  ' 
.>    ed,  .  .   •     •  ^       •     ,  • 

Early  in  Inly  a  marauding  expedition  had  be'enr' 
planned  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  ai^ainst  the  exposed 
piMTts  of  Connecticut  bordering  oaibe  Idouflidi  inpur- 
eaancey  as  it  ia  belieTed,  of  expte^s  orders.  froAi  his\  *  .  . 
governnieni,  teho  still  listening  rather  to  the  lieated  . 
iepresentations  of  tories,  than  to  the  advice  of  their  *  f  '[ 
:\  imn  genei'als^  persisted  in  giving  a  character  of  .waste 
.  aiidi^apiiie  ^o  the  war^  nnheud^  before  among  tivi- 
lized  nations.    An  immediate  apology  for  this  expe*  ;  - 
«»  dilion  was  found  in  tlie  number  of  small  American  ' 
^^uaum^  cbie|iy  A^hale  j^ts;  )vluch  somewhat  inter^  ^ 

rppied  the  tni4e  of  the  enemy  fliiwgh  ih^ 

land  foiTe  of  2600  men,  under  Governour  Tryon  jmd 
Brigadier  General  Garth^  was  embarked  on  board  the 

flaeii(or  thlw,  toiMcniU^  serosii^  and  lioded at  New* 

T  . 

►  ■  ■  • 
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KaveD  oil  the  5ih  of  July.  Their  landing  %va8  preced- 
^tA}>f  an  address  to^tbe  inhabitaats  of  .Opmiectkiit^  > 
signed  by  botk  comliianderi^y  in  which  Hkey^lnYUod 
them  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  nnd  in  the  usual 
caul  of^.rayal. proclamations,  promised  protection  to 
ttie'ip6)».en»  and  propertj^  of  all  :whO'  ishould  reiaainf 
peaceably  ni  their  htrines,  wiUi  iheexteptioii  of  thedi^ 
vil  and  military  oftkcrs  of  the  government.  They 
dwelt,  with  unexampled  iaaolencc^  upon,  the  lenitf 
trhkfa  Utt  people  h^ul  expeiii^tiaBd  firolii  hiaJAqealj'tf^ 
ofliceitf^  afk  lhe  iiiigral^tfl'tetjim  had'heen 
made  for  it,  adding:'    thAt  the  exisLcnce  of  a  single 
.  house  on  their  coast,  oui;ht  to  be  a  constant  reproof 
of  their  ingratitude^— thai  they ^  who  ky  iio.inich  ill' 
the  Hrttiah  power,  alFordM'a  striking  monument  of 
their  7werr^,  and  therefore  ouf;ht  to  set  the  first  exam- 
ple of  returning  tQ  their  .allegiance.''    It  was  hardly 
posaihleforUiis  mMoy-promising  addresii  to  haiire  hatsd' 
'  read  by  a  dozen  of  the  iiihabilants,  before  the  writer^  - 
themselves  appeared,  with  the  sword  and  briind  of 
desolation.    A  faint  resistance  was  made  by  the  miUf  * 
iiaicndjaeighbourlpg  itthahitants>  but  they  were  una*/ 
'Ne  to  stand  against  the  soporioair  force  and  diifCfpline 
of  tlieir  invaders,  and  the  toM  n  w  as  abandoned  to  the 
sayage  pleasure  of  the  foe«    JPr<^erty  that  could  not 
<he€arrie4  off  was  wantonly  wasted,  and  destieoyedt 
Beds  were  ri^fped  open  and  the  feathers  scattered  alon]^ 
the  ^ihore.    An  infirm  old  citi^en  had  his  tongue  cut 
mU  by  one  of  th^O'n^al  Mood  hounds,  who  ceased 
not  tocommtievery  spedas  of  eaorniity,  until'sei£lng 
upon  the  liqnors  of  some  of  the'West  India  stores, 
they  made  themselves  incapable,  by  intoxication^  of 
farther  acts  of  barbarity^  and  re^re%ted  in  disinrder ear^ 
iy  dit  BflSXi  momingy  oir  the  appewami    a  flswinufr 
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tlly'  collected  inilitia.    Thus  did  the  town  escape  the 
couilagration  at  first  intended,  with  the  exception 
a'few  ^tote  honsea  which  they  bad  tiao  to  ffre  on  their, 
letreat.   Th^e  maranderd  were  under  the  command; 
of  l^ris^adier  General  Garth,  whose  fame  is  only  sur-:' 
pasi»ed  by  that  of  his  coUeai;iie  iu  this,  expedition^ ' 
'  whose  exploits  we  shall  now  relate.  .  ' 

Oovernoor  Tryon  landed  with  his  portion  of  the^ 
command  at  Easthaven,  and  while  his  compeer  was 
marching  to  Newhaveg^  he  was  employed  in  burning 
ibe  town  he  had  entered^  and  killing  the  cattle  in  tim  , 
ftelds ;  not  for  the  sake  of  their  flesh,  bttt  for  the  gra^  • 
tification  of  a  wanton  appetite  for  cnielty.    He  was, 
.however^  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  compelled  to 
retreat  on^  board  Ids.  flecft^  to  wliich  he  was  closely  ' 
pressed  by  the  militia,  rend^d  desperate  by  such 
acts  of  cruelty  an<l  rapine.  In  the  evenins;  he  weigh- 
ed anchor  «.nd  sailed  for  P airfield,  where  a  wider  tieid 
was  opened  to  hiai  for  the  display  of  bis  loyalty  to  tho 
King  his  masteK  Here  'toother  scene  of  dnplicity  ' 
was  practised  with  a  view  no  doubt  to  prevent  re- 
sistance. On  his  approach  to  the  town  a  flag  was  sent  * 
to.Cblonel  Whitings  whb  commanded  the  militia,  i^ith 
a  copy  ottlhe  address  to  the  inhabitants,  and  one  hoar  . 
was  allow  ed  him  to  decide  what  cour*»e  he  would  pur- 
ine ;  but,  as  at  Easthaven  and  Newliaven,  before  Co- 
lonel Whiting  had  well  time  to  read  the  itddreas,  Fair-  > 
field  was  in  flame*.  Colonel  Whiting,  however,  while 
the  fiamcs  were  rising  before  him,  sent  the  following 
defiance  to  his  unprincipled,  foe,      Connection^  haVf* 
ing  iiobly  dared  to  take  up  arms  against  the  omel  deft* 
potism  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Jlames  having  pre* 
ceded  the  answer  to  yourfigg^  they  will  persist  to  op- 
jpose  tjD  the  ^tmosj^  tkie  power oncarted  iisainst  injured 
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;  jilinocence."    Tryon  landed  bis  troops  oa  the  after- 
'  noon  of  the  7th.  The  militia  made  but  a  slight  resist- 
^^ance,  and  the  town  was  evacuated  by  all  its  inhabit- 
ants except  a  few  females,  who,  vainly  imagining  that 
^their  aex  would  secure  them  against  ill  treatment  from 
the  soldiers  of  a  British  army,  remained  behind  with 
the  hope  of  saving  some  of  their  property.    But  nei- 
ther themselves  nor  their  property  could  be  safe  from 
such  an  enemy  ;  the  deserted  houses  were  entered  ; 
^^Jesks,  trunks,  and  closets  were  broken  open  and  ri- 
•^ed  of  their  contents  ;  the  women,  w  ith  bayonets  point- 
ed at  their  breasts,  were  robbed  of  their  dresses  and 
ornaments  ;  the  clothing  of  an  infant  was  stripped  from 
.it  while  the  struggling  mother  was  prevented  from 
protecting  it,  by  the  bayonet's  point    Having  satiat- 
ed themselves  with  plunder,  they  commenced  the  work 
of  conflagration.  lu  vain  the  distracted  females  knelt 
4n  supplication  to  the  monster  Tryon,  to  spare  their 
only  places  of  shelter  :  the  work  of  destruction  went 
on,  and  the  night  was  spent  in  shrieks  of  despair  on 
one  side,  and  shouts  of  hellish  exultation  on  the  other. 
The  devastation  extended  for  two  miles  round,  and 
ceased  not  until  the  appearance  of  the  militia  in  con- 
siderable force,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  drove  the 
perpetrators  to  their  ships. 

From  Fairfield  Governour  Tryon  bent  his  course 
to  Norwalk,  and  there  commmitted  similar  acts  of 
barbarity  and  plunder.  The  destruction  at  Norwalk 
was  even  greater  than  that  at  Fairfield,  for  besides  the 
houses  and  their  contents,  a  large  quantity  of  shipping, 
of  whale  boats,  and  of  other  small  craft,  was  totally 
destroyed.  It  is  difficult  to  say  how  far  Tryon  would 
Lave  carried  his  hatred  of  the  American  cause,  had 

be  not  been  suddenly  recalled  by  8ir  Uenrv  Clinton, 
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ton  had  been  applauded  by  gome  historians  for  this  or^^ 
der  of  recall,  on  the  presumption  that  he  disapproved 
;    of  the  universal  ruiqi  which  marked  the  footsteps  of  \ 
,  '  J  vtihe  expedition^  md  thai  Tiyoa  had  exceeded  lik  in^^ 
[  ^  '.  structlons;  in  the  work  of  desolation ;  but  bis  troops  ^ 
.  > ;  were  at  this  time  wanted  on  the  expedition  up  the  Hud- 
■  son  just  related ;  the  movemeiits  of  Wa^ngton  about 

V  tiiis  time  made  it  prudent  for  him::tb^'ciBbit^ 

•  forces  :  this  it  was,  and  no  feeling  of  remorse  at  hav- 
>    ing  too  strictly  executed  the  orders  of  the  Ministry^^ 

th<^  pc^uced the  recall     Ti^onv^  ^    ■i^^Ajiy/.j^K:  ' - 

The  black  Ust^  jSewlafifMcommitted  bV  Qm^)-'. 
.  our  Trjon  in  this  expedition,  as  afterwards  ascertain-' 
/  '       by  Congress,  presented  the  following  melancholy 
;v  ^resalt^iiil^aM 

. .     dwelUqg hoiiaes,  Sffbams^ SOstoi^hoiises  andshops^ 

•  at  Norwalk,  2  bouses  of  publick  worsJiijp,  80  dwell- 
.  inghoQses^  87  barns,  39  storehouses  and  shops,  4  mills 
'.^  '  land  a  qna^tijly  of  shi^ingi  finished  and  on  the  nUsclau/ 

•  The  hooses  and  stores  burnt  at  East  Hairen  and  Nciw 
"   Haven,  were  not  included  in  the  list.  In  the  skirmish- 

'}  -r  ifis  of  the  .militia  at  these  several  places,  a  few  lives'  , 
'  Vwere  lost  on  both  .8i«Ies.  -  The  avowed  object  of  th%, 
r/exp^^^^^^^/^^^^^y  the  destroctioii  of  the  privateers 
and  cruizers  of  the  Sound,  was  entirely  overlooked, 
^ei'  fiot  accomplished,  for  within  a  few  days  after  the.^ 
t'    ;r^pedition,  two  of  the  royal  -  sloops  of  war  fell  inta ' 
**   .  Iheii*  hands.    Govcrnour  Tryon,  so  far  from  feeling 
any.  compunctious  visitings  of  conscience  at  the  enor- 
' '  hia  conduct,  endeavonri^  to  Justify  it  on  the 

V  prindpli/'of  ^oZjV^  / — ^Policy,  at  the  moment  of  ad- 
-'''  '*[  dressing  an  invitation  to  the  inhabitants  to  return  to 

7^  4h|^ir  j(^utjf,i|tt4^4^^  bfifore.ii  was  possible 
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f  I  -*    ?.     for  them  to  make  reply,  to  visit  tbem  with  the  sword 
and  firelirand !  In  his  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  this 
>/loyal  Governour  said  that     he  should  be  very  sorry, 
Sr   -  •  '    ;  JLf  it  was  thought  less  reconcileable  with  humanity  than 
>   . ;  .  .  *.  ?:-With  the  love  of  his  country,  duty  to  the  King,  and 
i\*      • ,    ^'the  law  of  arms,  to  which  America  had  been  led  to 
make  the  awful  appeal :  that  the  usuvpera  had  profes- 
y       *     ^^edly  placed  their  hopes  of  severing  the  empire,  in 
^  •        . avoiding  decisire  actions,  upon  the  waste  of  the  Bri- 
'        * .     tish  treasure,  and  the  escape  of  their  own  property, 
.        "^-  during  the  protracting  of  the  war  : — that  their  poWer 
,  \  was  supported  by  the  general  dread  of  their  tyranny, 

;       ' ' .   r.and  the  arts  practised  to  inspire  a  credulous  multitude, 
«  ' '        with  a  presumptuous  confidence  in  the  forbearance  of 
.   ^the  royal  forces : — and,  that  he  wished  to  detect  this 
;  •  .   \  ,  ^jdelusioriy  and  if  possible,  without  injury  to  the  loyal- 
iste/'    These  were  the  false,  flimsy  pretexts,  under 
I  •  r      which  Major  General  Tryon  sought  to  shelter  himself 
:  .    \^     from  the  charge  of  inhumanity.    Posterity  will  be  at  a 
^  i  ♦         loss  to  learn  by  what  possible  system  of  morality,  he 
•  .*  *      could  reconcile  his  conduct  with  humanity,  or  with  the 
r*  ,   '"^  ;  law  of  arms,  or  how  his     love  of  country"  could 

•  r.''  '  prompt  him  to  spurn  from  his  feet  the  supplicating  fe- 
I'  \         males  of  Fairfield,  and  lay  their  only  shelter  in  ashes 

.  *  '    before  their  streaming  eyes.    He  knew  it  to  be  false 
:       that  the  Americans  had  placed  their  hopes  ^<  in  avoid- 
ti  y.        ing  decisive  actions,"  for  the  proofs  of  Saratoga,  of 
*  Brandywine,  of  Germantown,  of  Bennington,  of 

*  Charleston,  and  many  other  places,  were  before 
him.  He  knew  it  to  be  false,  that  the  power  of  Con- 
gress was  supported  by  the  general  "  dread  of  their 
tyranny ;"  for  he  had  seen  repeated  proofs,  that  the 
people  so  little  feared  the  exercise  of  their  power,  as 
to  bid  defiance  to  them  whenever  inclination  oi'interest 


23^.  ^  "       .AMERICAN  REVOLUTION.  '  •* 

led  them  to  abandon  their  cause.  If  the  people  liad 
ever  laboured  under  the  delusive  hope  of  forbear- 
ance in  the  royal  forces,'^  that  delusion  had  been  so 
long  before  removed  by  repeated  acts  of  savage  cru- 
elty and  oppression,  that  there  wanted  not  his  unex- 
ampled enormities  to  undeceive  the  "  credulous  mul-  • . 
.  titude."  X 

About  this  time  an  expedition  was  undertaken  by 
,  the  state  authorities  of  Massachusetts,  without  the 
concurrence  or  assistance  of  the  general  government, 
against  a  British  post  which  had  been  established  in  ^  » 
the  course  of  the  summer,  on  the  Penobscot.  Colonel  •. 
Maclean  bad  been  despatched  from  Halifax,  with  a 
detachment  of  about  700  men,  with  a  view  to  harrass  ' 
and  break  np  the  new  settlements  which  had  been  • 
formed  by  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Nova  Scotia.    He  arrived  in  Penobscot  Bay,  • 
under  convoy  of  three  sloops  of  war,  about  the  mid- 
dle of  June,  and  landed  on  a  small  peninsula,  where 
he  commenced  the  construction  of  a  fort.  Intelli- 
gence of  this  transaction  being  received  at  Boston, 
the  state  government  immediately  determined  upon  .  . 
fitting  out  an  armament  to  expel  him.    An  embargo 
was  laid  upon  all  the  shipping  in  the  harbour,  and  a 
fleet  consisting  in  the  whole  of  thirty-seven  sail,  was 
soon  in  readiness  for  the  enterprise,  under  the  com- 
mand  of  Captain  Saltonstall  of  the  continental  frigate .  > 
Warren.    A  considerable  body  of  troops  was  like- 
wise embarked  on  board  the  fleet,  under  th«  com-  - 
nand  of  General  Lovell.    On  the  25th  of  July,  they  ' 
arrived  within  cannonading  distance  of  the  enemy^s  . 
works  on  the  peninsula,  and  commenced  their  fire. 
It  was  warmly  returned  by  the  ships  of  war,  and  a 
Wtcry  of  four  i2  pounders  which  had  been  throwa 
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:ap  on  bank  of  the  river^  and  the  assailants  in  a  , 
abort :  tiiii^  retired  t6  ihe«;eit  end.of.  tb.e..pemnaul%  , 
and  camo  ta  aiicbon:  They  nadbi  ali  aitMpi  iD.t^^^ 

course  of  the  night  to  land,  but  were  lepulsed  by  tbe 
enjKfn^^s  pickets.    The  cannonade  upon  Uie  sbippingt 
WIH^  with  no  better  succ^f  aiid. 

^iltr  attempts,  to  land  wiMi^  eqoaUy  .^itless  iintil  4ii 

rmorning  of  ibe  88ih^  when  ft  Wae^Sbeted,  und  the 
eneniy's  pickets  driven  into  the  fort.    Within  a  few  . 

•days  after  their  landing  the  Americana^.. had  am?,Iv 
atritetdi^^  the  diataiiee  of  seyeii ; 

liiradi>ed  'yards  from  the  enemy,  trim  which  ihey ' 
opened  a  fire  upon  the  fort^  but  without  seLuiin^  to 
produce  any  impression.  Another  battery  was  also 
Krected  upon  a  small  idand.  at  the  entrance  of  the. 
liaarboory  wbkh  soonconipeU^d  tbe  ahqipiMg  to  retire 
toth^  up  the^^  river.  Froin  these  thvee  foatteliea  a 
constant  fire  was  kept  ap  for  nearly  a  fortnight,  dur- 
|iag4^H{)[bi<cb  time  the  enemy  .so  iar  firoim  finding  any  ^ 

v'amo^     1ilifiiur;etebl^.  ty  fcwieyofe  iii;  eoin^letuig^;^) 
liis  /wofka  of  defbiice»  /ti^eoeral  Lovell  ftadihg  that  > 
this  distant  mode  of  assault  was  an  useless  cxpendir 
turc  of  time  and  ammunition,  determined  upon  mak- 
IBg  an  attempt  to^  carry  the  fort  by  storm ;  bot  the  unr , 
eApected:ati!^^^  with,  the  / 

'^Skitfaih  ilieet,  on  ihii  liiioniing  of  the  14th  of  August^ 
compelled  him  to  abandon  his  design  and  make  a 
baa^^  retreat.    Captain  Haltoustall  upon  thei  appa&i>  - 
a]i^'#C^3^S|9^  Eleet  dvew  op  his  abipa  ieicnig« ; 
tbe4[|v^ltir4b  diapule  the  passage,*  Ibat  be  migbt' . 
allow  time  for  the  transports  to  escape  and  land  the 
troops  some  distance  np  the  river.    It  would  have 
beett  madness  in^tbe  American  commmider^  .with  bia 
iqittadMli  of  ^laiopB  'aadiidNMNKri^  ;to*:ba7eL9icago4> 
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aBridtbCeet  of  eight  targe  frigates  and  >a  ship  of  > 
'  .     the  line  ;  hut  with  proper  inanaGjemcnt,  and  the  ex- 
ercise  of  any  thing  like  naval  skill,  it  was  certainly  in 
liis  power  to  have  maide  fab  flight  Jeas  disgmcefoL    >  ' 
;   The  ships  weie  all  abandoned  and  blown  up,  witli. 
•  the  exception  of  two  which  fell  into  the  enemy- s  •  •/ 
hands.    Thus  did  this  expedition  terminate  with  the  v 
'*  loss  of  nearly  the  whole  naval  for^  of  Massachn- '  ^  ^ 
.     aetis,  anuittnting  to  nineteen  armed  vessiela  of  fbom;:- 
its  to  89  guns,  besides  the  destruction  of  M  iiail  of  * 
/  transports.    Let  us  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  :  * 

proceediiigs  of  Coiigress.  '  •  •        :  ! 

'   .  The  negoiiiitions  of  Monsieor  C^taurd  were  m  anb* 
.  /,  jectof  inexplicable  mystery  to  many  of  the  friends  of  .  ! 
American  independence.    Tliey  bad  more  reasons  | 
than  one  to  helieve  that  the  active  part  which  his  most  •  ' 
.   «  .  Christian  Majesty  had  taken,  had  arisen  from  mo^/  ; 
;  lives  of  politieal  int^st  which  ipig^  in  Iba  end 
ly  interfere  with  thefndependenceef  the  States;  'Blii^  ^ 
■  /,   Gerard  had  repeatedly  manifested  a*  desire  that  the  - 
deinands  of  Congress  might  not  be  so  unreasonable  as.-  -  ' . 
nnnmasarily  to  prolo[ngth»  wari  biitl^tvi^teceiv^,^. 
-  od  newinstroctibns  from  kb  conrt  Jb^reqiiested%^^-^'; 
.  \  private  audience,  which  Congress  granted  him  on  the  ' 
'  i5th  of  February.  The  subjects  which  he  laid  before  " 
»   .  •   them  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  roport  of  tfie  ? 
^Ipammi^e  of.  the  wbo)e,  ini.de  on  the  d3d.^^Upon^^  V  / 
f'  ::^^fte  consideration  of  all  the  matters  referred  to  them, 
i   the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  his  Catholic  »lia-  , 
j^stif  is  disposed  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  the  Unit-    ^  * 
'  .  ^  fd^BlMi^s  of  Anierica:  that  be  baib  qmnifested  this  . 
:  Cidkq^fioft  in  a  dedsive'declar^^ 
"  •  '•  the  Court  of  Great  Britain ;  that  in  consequence  of  such- 

declajratipn^  the  independence,  of  these  United  States 

'     .  ■ .      .  .  • 

C  "  -  "  •       •     -  •  . 
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'  aekliowledged  by  GM«t  Britain,  ai|d> 

'  \-  :       oil  foot,  between  the  powers  of  Fnideei  Great  Britain^ 

^    and  these  United  States,  under  the  mediation  of  his 


•V"^*     Catholic  Majesty  :  or  that  Spain  will  take  part  in  the 
^-y^r  and  bis, Catholic  M4«^y  will  omte -feikforce 
.^  "t^thihe  ndsT  Gbf^^        and  ttf^  United  diates  ; 


J    /     and,  that  in  order  to  be  in  readiness  for  a  nesotiation. 

^  .  >  the  Ministers  of  the  ^llniicd  States  ought  to  be;  in-  ; 
.  'r<  \ ilrocted  bjF X^i^iig'^*  several  following  piir^^ 

v'^^  jV  ciila^        it^  wKat  to  i^si|ii>ti^ 
/;  ;  '  .  of  these  States;  2d,  wfiaf  to  yieldor  i«l|uir#mi  tiiMr-' 
.  ' . of  mutual  exchange  and  compensation.^'  This  report 
V        ^  was  again  taken  up  by  the  house  on  the  IQtii  of  March, 
^  wbeaihey  agreed apon what  ahoaldbethe  boundaof 
•  '  ^  '  V  tbe  thirteen'  Stafes^  in  tbeir ultimatam^  and-detismiin^  ^ 
ed  as  the  groundwork  of  peace,     that  every  purl  and 
'/v  /place  within,  the  United  States,  and  every  islands i 
^•l    .  barbonr  or  road,  to  them  fft  any  of  them  belon^l^ 
'        tsboold  be  abacdntely  evacuated  by  the  laod:j|^||l^;  ' 
>         .foiiea  of  bla  Briiannlrk' Majesty  and  yieldcrd  to  tS^> . 
.  '  bowers  of  the  State  to  which  they  respectively  ,  be 
•  Jong/'  ■  ./.^.^v-  ■  ^ 

t'  I      i  OntlieMtborFebrdwy^Gongi^^vem 
/V  ;  .  '  tifying  intenigence,  thai  the  King  of  Naples  bad    ;  ' 
'       .  opened  his  ports  to  the  flag  of  the  United  States.     **    •  . 
.    /  i    On  the  30th  of  March,  bavins;  received  an  account 
;.v  of  'tha  death  of  Colonel  Joseph  Trumbull  whose  disf;  . 
/  '  tee  WM  supposed'to  bate  been  brought,  on  t>f  bis 
:\  ' \  mental  disquietude  occasioned  by  the  measures  of^.. 
.  r..\     Congress  with  regard  to  the  Commissariat,  aconvic- 
tipn  of  bis  worth  and  eminent. services,  and  a  feeling 
' '    of  remorse  at  their  nngeneioiis 'oondoct  towftrd^  bintii    ^ ; 
indoced ihciai to  past « lesofartioii iippfobatory  irf aU  ' 


i. 


« 


I 


Digitizeci  by  Google 


his  conduct,  and  {ratiting  ceriam  allowances  to  IfML;/,.  - 
aurvmng  family.     "    .        ■::-'^->::y--^'  v^^  .'' 

^^i^^  of  April  ^mliA^  tras  givte  ie  ii^> 
CUKiilimder  Id  Chief  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  for  J. 
.  the  sum  of  two  thousand  guineas,  lo  be  used  at  his  dis-    /.  » 
oretion  for  the  purposes  of  secret  service.    It  was  tb^v^*. .  ; 
goo4  forti||B9  of  Wasbiugloii  to  mfiel  wHli  the  mosl  C*^/ 
fidthAH  agents  for  this  service*   His  contdentf si  eoc^^ 
respondents  were  known  only  to  himself,  and  so  vigi-v\.  '../ 
lant  and  faithful  were  they  iu  the  discharge  of  thi^.y  >. 
trust  reposed  ia  them^  that  oot  the  slightest  suspicLoii^^^  ^ 
of  thdr  real  character  waseter  nused  In  the  iniiids  of  ^  - 
the  euemy^  with  many  of  the  most  respectable  of  whom 
they  formed  the  closest  intimacy.  One  of  his  spies  in  .  -  • 
New  York  had  well  nii;h  siifler^  Vf^ry  serious  per-  v  . 
simal  ifljmy^  froiii  the  firaijlftiis  with -  which  he  snlf^'"^ 
ported  hb  assvined  eharacter  of  a  tory  ;  but  notfaioj^-  - 
could  indiK  c  him  to  reveal  his  secret  connexion  witii^^.  . 
the  Americau  commander.  •  . 

The  low  state  of  the.puhlick  treasury  made  it  IM|«$^ -  ^ 
cessary  fbr  Congress  .to  depend  almost  etttirely^  ttpm-y  . 
the  resources  of  their  ally  and  the  personal  credit 
their  minister  at  the  court  of  France.    On  the  10th  -  ./ 
ef  Jane*  hilk  lo  the  amount  of  360,000  livres  tour-  ' 
wertf  drawn  upon  Ar.  Franklin  .by  the  Presi^i  i  ^ .  • 


dent  pf  Coogi*es8,  and  a  resolution  waff  at  the  same 

time  passed,  "that the  faith  of  the  United  States  be 
pledged  to  make  good  any  contract  or  engagementy^ 
,wldc4i  shall  be  entered  into  >y  their  Miois^  Pleid-^^ 
potentiary  at  the  const  iaf  France^  .fiir  procuring  mo^' 
ney  or  credit  to  enable  him  to  honour  the  said  bills,  and 
provide  for  their  pu nctual  d ischarge."    In  addition  to 
tdisy        deteonined  npeii  borrowing  ^ItMnlf  miY- 
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liona  of  continental  dollars  at  an  iulerest  of  six  pet 
cent  . 

The  instances  of  malpractice  in  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  army  had  heeu  so  frequent  and 
glaring,  that  when  at  last  a  Physician  General  was 
found  to  perform  his  duty,  Congress  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  publish  a  resolution,  expressing  their  sa- 
tisfaction at  his  conduct.  This  was  done  on  the 
14th  of  June,  in  favour  of  Doctor  John  Moi-gan. 
On  the  same  day  they  wrote  a  congratulatory  letter 
to  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  on  the  birth  of  a 
Princess,  and  solicited  from  him  portraits  of  himself 
and  his  royal  consort,  to  be  placed  in  the  Represen- 
tatives- chamber  as  a  continual  memorial  of  "  the  first 
royal  friends  and  patrons  of  their  cause.'' 

In  a  conference  which  the  French  Minister  held 
with  Congress  on  the  12th  of  July,  he  presented  a 
paper  to  which  according  to  the  usages  of  the  courts  of 
Kurope  he  said  he  had  appropriated  the  term  of  ad  - 
atatum  le^endi.    It  was  a  simple  message  from  his 
court,  delivered  in  writing,  the  substance  of  whichi 
was  as  follows:  i.  The  king  liad  approved  the  mea- 
sures pursued  by  his  minister  respecting  the  claims  . 
of  Beaumarchais,  and  would  furnish  a  guide  to  Con- 
gress, by  which  they  might  distinguish  between  sup- 
plies furnished  by  that  gentleman  in  the  way  of  trade, 
and  those  which  had  been  furnished  out  of  the  roval 
magazines;  for  the  latter  of  which  the  king  vas  con- 
tent to  wait  the  convenience  of  Congress  fo>  pay- 
ment.   S.  The  king  consented  to  the  desire  express- 
ed by  Congress  to  recruit  for  their  ships  among  thd 
English  prisoners  in  France,  requiring  only  that  it 
ahould  be  managed  with  proper  prudence  and  pre- 
caution.   3.  The  FVench  court  expressed  great  saliif- 
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faction  at  tbe  8ubstitutiofi  by  Qo|i|gr,e89  of  .  oue.Mii^S 
ter  PienipoientuMy  fo>  the  Beveral  cokimbmii^ii'; 
|>revi(Hisly  entnisied  with  their  conoerns  ^  and  Ailded^^\ 
that  tlie  character  of  JJr.  Franklin  would  invite  a 
fuller  confidence  tima  had  heea  herotofi)re  given.. 
^.  The  court  of  France  wejfi^  much  pleasted  by  the; 
prompt  tGs&ypwal  by  Goagresa.of  the  doctrine  relate  \ 
tng  to  the  niutaal  oblij^atton  Of  the  alHeb^  to  conclude 
no  truce  nor  poace  without  tlie  knovvled!z;e  and  con- 
sent of  each  other.    It  was  added,  by  the  niinister^ 
that  Cdiigress  h^  hyi  thk  stcp;  rai^d  the  highest; 
coDll<1eiice  of  hisWstcr  in  their  candour  and  faithful*  . 
nes8,  and  had  i;ivi'n  him  the  fullest  hope  that  no  in- 
terpretation or  con?5irurfion  would  he  put  upon  the 
treaty  which  could  endanger  iheir  ninhm!  (oiifidence. 
The xourt  were ^oiiOwlMit  sQt^^      at.the  inteiijl- 
i;ence  that  Congress  bad  published  the  treaHe«r  ti^itli 
•it,  witliontthe  knowlcd«;c  or  consent  of  the  interested 
,  party ;  but  tlie  king  at  tlie  same  time  disclaimed  all 
idea  of  re^proaehj^rogardinig  U.as  an  evidence  of  a  no- 
jble^  and  {penerou^  aystem  of  poltticksi  which  though  : 
'  contrary  to  the  general  practice  of  courts  ai^d^iiatloiis^ 
had  happily  been  attended  with  beneficial  results  to 
the  commoacau^e  i  Inasmuch  as  it  had  coMvi^ced 
:Uie  Amenciiigi  people*  and  the  world  that  Ji^ce/.b^ 
oe&boei&  Muated  by  any.  i^el&h  or  inbii^i^^^gdve 
in  the  alliance,  but  had  been  solely  governed  by  a.de- 
.  jiire  to  secure  independence  to  the  United  States.  6. 
His  Majesty  wa!»  greatly  concerned  thatihe  situatiou 
of  affairs  4q  the.UnUed  States  had  been  •  inadequMo 
'  to  the  great  exertions  necessary  to  cope  with^&eir 
enemy  ;  stated  his  impression  that  England  would 
tiever  willingly  evacuate  New-York,  or  be  brought 
|o  think  of  granting,  indqiendence  to  the  United 
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States,  without  exertiouson  their  past  correspond ei^'  '  . 

/  -  with  those  which  his  majesty  was  making  ui  their  he-'  V 

'  .  half.   7th  and  lastlj^>  the  Minister  was  authorised  to    .  \  '"' 
tell  Con£;rehS  in  c^nitidencc,  that  from  the  turn  which 
the  nefi;(K:iation  had  taken  with  Spain  there  was  hut     '  • 
little  luipe  t)»at  tlic  Court  of  London,  willing  as  they ,  ' 
'  were  tu  it  reconciliation  with  France,  would  e^er'con*'  * 
gent  to  make  a  formal  and  explicit  acknowledgmeni  ■ 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  States;  and  that  ^\ 
-pear  e  wa^  not  to  he  looked  for  until  Congress  wouldl  M 
he  satislit'd  with  a  tacit  acknowlettgment  of  floviereigtt.-;'  %  •* 

,    'ty,  which  li»c  minister  lahour^d  to  prove  to  them,  was 
•    a  ditlcreiK  e  only  in  the  forma/e,  involving  none  of  *' 
the  ri^h"?  of  isovereiii;nty  or  independence.  Aloiisieur 
Geran!  thus  c^)ncluded  his  messaijre  and  remarks.   '  • 
In  thus  executing  the  orders  1  have  received,  1  • 
cannot  omit  observing  that  these  orders  were  given 
.  with  the  full  presumption^  that  the  business  which  1    -  "  - 

^  •  ^  laid  hcfnre  Congress  in  Frebruary  last,  would  hav^*^  . 
been  setth'd  long  before  these  despatches  should  comciP  . 
♦  to  my  hands.  However  sensibly  my  court  will  be  dis^  ; 
appointed  in  her  expectations,  I  shall  add  nothing  tor.  . 
the  information  and  observation.s,which  with  the  warm-*  *^- 
est  zeal  for  the  uiterest  and  honour  of  both  countries,        .  . 
and  by  the  duties  of  my  office  and  instructions,  {(  , 
found  myself  bound  to  deliver  from  time  to  time  fco^; 
Congress,  in  the  course  of  this  business.    The  appre-v  ' 
bensions  of  j^ivins;  new  matter  to  those  who  encleavour*  *  "  - 
to  cast  blame  upon  Congress,  is  a  new  motive  for  mo       ^  *  • 
to  remain  silent.    I  beg  only  to  remind  this  h<moura- 
ble  body  of  the  afori^said  information  and  rcffeclions,     "  *'  . 
:iiid  particularly  to  those  which  I  had  the  honour  to;  :  y 
deliver  to  an  assembly  similar  to  the  present,  1  shall; 
only  insist  on  a  single  point,  which  X  establishect 
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Hiem,  andl  dince  id  oiM  of  vrf  nigBKiHals,  nliinely,  tlifr 

maiiitVst  and  strikini;  aeoissity  of  enaMiu::;  JSpain,  hy 
•  the  determination  of  just  and  modemtti  tcruis^  to  pres*  . . 
upoD  England  wUb  Jier' good  offices^  asd  tq  brag 

,  bar  mediation  to  an  isMief  ill  oi!dar  ttialv.eiiH).y 
wbether  we  are  to  e%|iedt  peace  or  .war.   This  '  step 
is  looked  n[wii  in  Einoi»c  us  ifiiracdi:ttely  necessary.' 
It  was  Uie  proper  objert  of  the  message  1  delivered  in^ 
Vebmary  last.  I  eatablkbed  thcsn  (m  m  private  attdir 
^ .  '.  6Bce)  Hte  strbnj^  reaaonaivbich  reiiuire,  that  aithaaam  - 
time  and  without  delay,  pro[)t  i  t«'rms  should  be  oflered 
to  his  Catholic  Majesty,  in  order  to  reconcile  him 
perfectly  to  the  American  cpntest  T  did  not  conceali 
tbttilwaa  to  be  fearvd,  tbat  it^qf^iditioii  iiM;onsfeteiil> ' 
wttb  tba  ti&BtabMsbiiieiit  ^al-  ^^^^itmicey  which  is  -  thai  . 
biutliii^  and  only  hiw  of  theffilTOS;  and  contrary  to  the 
line  of  conduct  which  Spain  pui*sued,  in  the  course  o£  _ 
her  mediation,  w  oald  lead  her  to  dn^p  the  Qie<iiatioti^ 
. ,  -  and  prevent  bk  Cktholic,  Majaaty,  by  viotivea  of  boB-^:/ . 
oar  and  Ihltbfuineas)  from  jotnin:;  in  oar  (commoa  '  , 
canse,  and  for  completinc;  the  intended  triumvirate. — /. 
No  loss,  Qp  .uubappy  event,  could  he  8o  beavv  upon, 
th^l^^e8  M  t^  although  the  British,  fore- ; 

ea'  are^lra^  in  check  by  the  conbined  efforfa.' . 

of  France  and  America^  it  is  nevertheless  eviilent,  that 
the  accession  of  Spain  only  can  ,c;ive  to  the  alliance  a 
deeded  superiority,  adec^uate  to  our  purposes,  a,nd^ 

'frea^>ta'ft!pm4he/  tl^t  a  abtgla  onluckyr  • 

.     e^nibiay^vartnifb*tb^  .    '  t 

Congress  had  listened  with  such  perfect  reliance  to* 
the  hopes  of  peace  held  out  in  the  mediation  of  8p^> 
^     m  the  early  part  of  the  year^  that  they  bad  been^glili^ 
.  ty^j^  ^«|Aa|Oeable  rekxafion  ia  providioi;  the  means  of 
<5*>rjing  <m  tjiei^t^    The  army,  the  navy,  and  the 
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treasury  were  all  in  a  state  of  exhaustion.    Larg^< - 
bounties  had  been  oilfercd  for  recruits,  but  the  arrnj;  - 
received  no  increase,  and  Washington  was  compelled! 
to  look  quietly  on,  while  parties  of  the  enemy  wci-oyV , 
srourins;  and  desolating  the  country  around  him.    In  '\; 
this  situation  it  was  a  thunderstroke  to  Congress,  to  ' 
be  told,  that  the  prospect  of  peace  depended  upon  their<^  . 
consenting  to  give  up  something  of  their  demands,'* 
while  at  the  same  time  they  could  not  avoid  perceiv- ' 
ing,  that  his  most  christian  majesty  was  growing  tired  ^ 
of  his  share  in  the  protraction  of  the  contest    They^*r  .  * 
thought  thry  discovered  a  mystery  in  the  suggestions;*  /! 
of  the  French  Minister  concerning  a  tacit  acknow- 
ledgement on  the  part  of  Great  Hritain,  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Unitt  d  States,  and  they  desired  him  • 
to  explain  his  meaning,  which  he  did  by  referring 
them  to  the  cases  of  the  Swiss  Cantons,  and  the  Unit-  • 
ed  Provinces  of  Holland,  in  neither  of  which  had 
their  sovereignty  been  explicitly  acknowledged  by  ^  • 
their  former  masters,  though  treaties  had  been  mad© 
with  both  as  independent  states.    Tliese  were  prece-  V 
dents,  he  thought,  which  Great  Britain  would  be  ia-"^.  , 
clined  to  following  with  regard  to  America*  / 
Whatever  they  may  have  thought  of  Al  Ge->^^ 
rard's  explanation,  (>ongress  now  began  to  see  tho  >• 
necessity  of  directing  all  tlieir  energies  to  the  vigorous  f 
prosecution  of  the  war.    Retaliation  again  became  f'  *. 
the  order  of  the  day :  inefficient  as  this  threat  had  prov-    . . 
ed,  in  putting  a  stop  to  the  savage  mode  in  which  the  . 
enemy  had  chosen  to  carry  on  the  war,  still  it  gave  • 
some  relief  to  the  feelings  of  horrour  excited  by  their  ' 
cruelties,  and  served  as  a  stimulus  U>  general  exertion.  \ , 
The  ignominious  treatment  which  had  been  inflicted  \ 
l»y  the  enemy  on  a  Captain  Cunningham,  who  had 
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been  c  aptured  iu  a  private  armed  vessel,  in  the  Wesf 
IudieS;brou:;ht  to  New  York,  aud  thcuce  ordered  to- 
be  «eilt  to  Great  Britaili,  produced  a  i«golu^ 
pai*t  of «Gon^re$g  to  lettliatA^bis  treolanuent  tf^i£^^4iN^ 
or  more  prisoners  within  their  power,  unletss  a  satis- 
factory explanation  should  be  given  to  them  withio 
two  weeks.    On  the  IQtk  of  Aagust,  having' received 
accounts  of  the  destruction  oom]iri4t6d/(t.|f$^^ 
other  places^  they  resolvecl,     That  ihrinmftC^li^^^ 
mittce  l)e  instructed  to  take  the  most  effectual  means 
to  carry  into  execution  the  manifesto  of  October  SOtl^ 
177%.  by  buniing  and  destro^ln^  the  townrl^ekHi^tt^ 
t6  the  enemy,  in  OnMkt  Bntalo^add 

On  tlie  2f>th  of  July,  they  passed  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  (reneral  Washington  ^*ifor  the  vigilance,  wisdom 
and  mfguaiumiiy  with  which  he  had  conducted  the 
militaiy  operationfl  of  the  fi^ale^/^  and  to  GHfteerstV 
Way  tie  fbr>  his'  G;allant  attack  and  capture  of  Stotiy 
Point.    To  the  latter  a  i;old  medal  emblematitk  of 
the  action  was  also  voted.    Proj)cr  notice  was  taken 
of  the  two- brave  officers  who  led  tb^  van^  lieatenaiit 
Colonel  Fleury  ai|d  Major  Stewart^  to'eiuji  of  wfa6m 
41  silver  medal,  of  the  shmt  device  as  thtft'order^  for* 
General  Wayne,  was  votinl.    The  two  Lieutenants 
Gibbons  and  Knox^  who  had  heroically  devoted  them- 
•aelyea  to  the  diuigerous  conduct  of  theiavant-gtfards^ 
.  received  the-  brevet  cdmfldasioni  of  oaptiuli*  N»r  wi» 
Congress  unuuudfiil  of  the  troops  in  their  distrihntioii 
of  favours  ;  they  directed  an  accurate  estimation  (o  he 
.^ade  of  the  military  stores  taken^  and  the  value  in 
^inoney  .to  be  divided  among  the  -soldiers*   Thus  tKd 
^^boy  endeavour  to  ^eWish  and  reiirard  the  military 
sjiirit  of  their  oilitcrs  and  soldiers.      "  -  ' 
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A  few  days  after  his  last  conference  with  Congresa,"' 
AI.  Gerard  obtained  permission  to  return  to  France, 
on  account  of  his  bad  health,  and  was  succeeded  by 
the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne.  Having  thus  brought 
down  the  proceedings  of  Congress  to  the  period  of 
the  latest  military  operations  related,  Me  shall  now 
.  ^  o    he  tviro 

armies  in  the  South. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

r  ' 

Events  of  [779  cnntinued — 'Hie  Count     Esimng  arrivp^  nn  the 

'  coast  of  Georgia  irith  the.  Frt^m  h  Jieet^ — Lcnids  his  anini,  and 
is  joined  hxj  Gfiu'val  hincnln  before  Savannah. — TVie  Sie^e  of 
Savannah — The  ('o)fe(krate  Generals  attempt  to  storm  tlie 

.  icorli  S  and  are  repulsed. —  Count  Pulask  i  is  oUtrtaUy  uyoumled,—* 
Tlie  Sif'j-r  /s'  rni'irfl  and  the  allied  armirs  retreat. — Count  JfEs- 
taing^  fiaibi  for  the  IVest  Indies. — E.vtrnordhwrij  ctift^rprise  of 
Colonel  White. — Expedition  of  Colons!  Clarke  a<:;ainst  Lieuten- 
•    ant  Govcmour  Hamilton. — Of  Colinnd  Goose  Van  Schnick^ — 

:  General  Sullivan  }>ent  against  the  Sijc  J\'ations. — Attacks  the 
Indians  and  Torieff  nt  Aenioicn,  and  suJ]Ws  th^nn  to  escape. — 
Laiis  u-nsie  the  Indian  C^nintry,  and  rrtnr)is  to  I/,  ad  t^uar^ 
ler.s'. — ftosi^ns  liis  commission. — Brandt  destroys  the  Jlinisink- 
Settlements. — Captain  McDonald  captures  Freland^s  Fortv—' 
Expedition  of  General  Ulllinms  against  the  Creeks. — Spain 

.  declares  H'ar  n^j^n'nt'it  Kii^^Iand — Expedifinn  nf  the  Spanis/i 
Gov vr Hour  of  JjOuisiaHOtawl  ids  mcognUion  a/ Jimericatt  Iiuie' 
j^etulejicef 

We  have  shown  that  the  British  General  Pi^vosty 
after  having  inarched  almost  without  opposhioii  f rom 
Bavanaab  to  the  metropolis  of  Sonth  Gatolina^  and 

rcfusin!^  the  most  advantageous  treaty  of  neutrality  of- 
fered by  iU  inhabitants,  withdrew  his  forces  with- 
out  venturing;  an  assault  and  retired  to  his.possessioiis 
is  Georgia.  The  intense  heat  of  the  seaiiqii  which  im* 
mediately  succeeded,  put  a  stop  to  all  active  opera- 
tions in  both  armies,  and  for  several  months^  General 
Lincoln  had  full  leisure  to  prepare  for  the  renewal  of* 
the  campaign.  Knowing  from  the  situatifiii<»fWaah- 
ingjton,  ^lat  it  was  not  in.his  power  to  spare  aay  coH'' 
sidofable  reinforcements  from  his  army^  and  being 
convinced  from  the  feeble  condition  of  the  enemy^ 
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that  a  small  auxiliary  force  would  o.nable  him  to  com- 
pel General  Prevost  to  reliuquish  his  conquest  in  the 
South,  General  Lincoln,  in  concert  with  Governour 
Rutledge  and  the  French  Consul  at  Charleston, 
wrote  to  the  Count  D'Estaing,  who  still  remained  with 
his  fleet  in  the  West  Indies,  urging  him  to  join  in  the 
proposed  enterprise.    The  Count,  always  ready  to 
obey  the  calls  of  duty  or  of  honour,  instantly  prepar- 
ed  to  set  sail  for  the  American  coast,  where  he  arriv- 
ed on  the  1st  of  September  with  forty-one  sail,  hav- 
ing on  board  ten  regiments,  amounting  to  about  6000 
men.    Two  ships  of  the  line  and  three  frigates,  hav- 
ing on  board  Major  General  Fontanges,  wer^sentin 
advance  to  Charleston,  to  announce  his  approach,  and 
to  afford  an  opportunity  for  the  Governour  and  Gene- 
ral Lincoln  to  concert  a  plan  of  operations  with  the 
French  General. 

The  unexpected  appearance  of  the  French  fleet  pro- 
^  duced  no  little  alarm  to  the  British  naval  force  on  the 
Georgia  station.    Three  of  their  ships,  ignorant  of 
the  Count's  approach  until  too  late  to  escape,  fell 
into  his  hands  ;  and  the  rest  sought  their  safety  by 
running  up  the  Savannah  river.  Governour  Rutledge 
took  the  most  prompt  and  active  measures  to  collect 
and  embody  the  militia,  which  joined  the  American 
General,  by  regiments,  as  they  came  in;  while  at  the 
«ame  time  he  afforded  all  the  facilities  in  his  power  to 
the  French  Admiral,  for  landing  his  troops  by  send* 
ing  off  to  his  fleet,  the  shallops  and  small  vessels  that 
could  be  collected.    The  Count  D'Estaing  landed, 
three  thousand  of  his  men  at  Beaulieu  on  the  13tli  of 
September,  which  were  joined  on  the  Ijth  by  Pulas 
Legion.  •  ^    •..  /   •  ,s  •  ' 
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General  Lincoln,  in  the  mcnn  time,  put  his  array  int 
lliQtioD?  aiitl  crossed  tlie  Savannah  at  Zubl^^s  ferryy 
•n  the  9Ur;  but  owing  to  the  osfiften^ive.  8%fm|^ v^^^ 

all  the  bridges  by  the  enemy  in  their  retreat,  his  pro- 
gress was  so  interuptecl,  that  he  did  not  effect  a  junc^ 
tioD  with  the  County  troops  until  the  idih.  pi^^  ^ 
tmicA  aiwieft  niet  brf<M^^ 

ral  Pvevost  had  employed  the  short  interval  allowed, 
liiin,  between  the  nnlooked  for  appearance  of  the 
French  fleet,  and  the  union  of  the  tiyo /irmiea  in  fro^* 
of  BaTiihniJi,  in  making  t^  . 
preparffifiwd  of  defei^    lilibtt^ld^^  lAaii^/ 
land  an^  €'rnu;cr  had  been  ordered  in  from  the  ad-, 
tanced  posts  which  they  occup^dj^  and  the  naval  comr. 
Millet  having  diainantled  his'i^fi^dhm^ 
Savannah  yrithhis  gun^l^  netted  titf  ttflil^^ 
engineer  officer.  Major  Moncrieff,  wns  assiduously 
engjtged  in  strengthening  the  old  and  erecting  new 
works,  in  the  labour  of  which  he  was  assisted  by  two 
linndred  negroes ;  and  every  thing  evinced  a  4eft6rnil^;r 
nation  on  the  lyart'orfte- British  6l«nera^  to  meet  the 

contest  with  manly  resistance.  "  '  ; 

The  Count  D'Estaing  having  arrived  before  thci 
town  previous:  to  tho  joiiction  of  the  allied  amieil^^r 
.llad  suimnonsA'the  gurriibn  to  snrrender  in  the  nasM^ 
of  his  master  alone,  prohaMy  from  mere  inadverteBcc, 
to  which  the  British  General  declined  to  answ  er,  al- 
Icf^n^  tiiuly  that  the  Count  was  notcombatuig  Ipr  the  ,^ 
i^i^jB^^  onl^r.  The  snmmolw  waai  Tepeal* 
-ied  In  the  appropriate  style  by  the  umfed  €reiiiBTa;ls^ 
and  Prevost  demanded  a  truce  for  twenty -four  hours, 
^at  he  might  be  allowed  time  to  a^ust  the  terms  of 
Miren^^l  Hjs  only  efcgecly  however^  was  to  pro- 
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tract  uegotiation,  that  the  unfinished  work  of  Itisde- 
feuc.es  might  be  completed;  in  which  General  Frevost  . 
gave  convincing  proof  tliat  he  had  learned  a  salutary 
lesson  fmni  the  Americans  at  Charleston.  The  Count 
D' Estaing  unfortunately  acceded  to  the  proposition  ; 
and  before  the  termination  of  the  illjudged  truce,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Maiiland,  whose  march  from  Beaufort 
had  been  impeded  I)v  numerous  obstacles,  entered  the 
town  with  his  corps  of  veteran  troops.  Thus  did  the 
delay  enable  General  Prevost  greatly  to  increase  tli« 
strength  of  his  works,  to  receive  to  his  assistance  one 
of  the  best  oflRcers  in  his  army,  and  to  add  at  least 
one  third  to  the  number  of  his  troops.    ..  ^n*. 

At  the  close  of  the  truce,  General  Prevost  answered 
to  the  summons,  ^'  That  he  should  defend  himself  to 
the  last  extremity  and  on  the  the  allied  army 
broke  ground  for  the  seige.  Their  preparations  were 
carried  forward  with  great  diligence,  and  with  a  seem- 
ing resolution  to  make  up  by  present  activity,  what 
bad  been  lost  in  the  impolicy  of  listening  to  propositions 
for  delay.  In  ten  days  from  the  time  of  breaking 
ground,  53  pieces  of  battering  cannon,  and  14  mortars 
were  mounted,  from  which  a  tremendous  fire  was 
opened  upon  the  town  on  the  morning  of  tiie  4th  of 
October.  Opposed  to  these,  the  batteries  of  the  ene- 
my displayed  a  face  of  nearly  one  hundi*ed  pieces  of 
all  sizes,  which  seemed  to  promise  a  terrible  conflict,  j 
General  Prevost,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
American  lire,  had  solicited  further  time  to  remove 
the  aged,  the  women  and  the  children  to  a  place  of 
safety :  but  as  he  had  chosen  to  neglect  the  abun<.^ 
dant  time  which  had  been  already  allowed  him, 
ilic  re«(uest  was  regarded  as  a  mere  viise  degmrre 
and  vHry  properly  rejected,  though  the  rejection 
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fcnmgfaf  upon'  the  confederate  Generals  the  imputa- 
tion of  inhumanity.   ^     *  •        '  . 

The  batteries  continued  te  play  at  short  interviLto 
jbr  several  days,  but  withoi|l  ptodaeiiig  any  eAeci 
Tfhe  Count  D^Eslalnjg  atlen^h  hei^an  to  grow  exceed- 
ingly  impatient  He  had  been  led  to  expect,  by  the 
representations  which  liad  induced  him  to  undertake 
the  enterprise,  that  the  feeble  condition  of  the  enemy' 
«t  SavailaAli  would  ensure  him  mccess  mten  or 
teen  days  at  Mobt,  and  he  had  e>  e!';>'  thing  to  fear  for 
the  safety  of  his  fleet,  both  from  the  stormy  service  pf 
tlie  year  and  British  naval  enterprise.  He  therafore 
proposed  to  Oeneral  Linooln,  to  pbange  tbesystem  of 
regular  approaches,  and  atliBmpl  the  town  at  once  by 
»fomi.  Ibis  proposition  being  accompanied  by  the 
alternative  of  raiM  ng  the  seige  forthwith,  General  Lin-  • 
coin  found  himself  reluctantly  coitopelled  to  accept  it, 
rather  than  abandon  the  enterprise,  and  the  9th  of 

October w]M  fixed  upon,4o  a:ttempt  the  enemy- s  works 
by  storm. 

On  the  morning  of  tlie  8th,  an  attempt  was  nad&hy' 
Majer  L'Enfant  to  set  fire  to  the  abbatis  :  he  suc- 
ceeded, Mfithtvo  men,  in  reaching  the  abbatis, 
through  abrisk fire  from  the  British  lines,  and  in  kind- 
liiji;  the  wood ;  but  the  dampness  of  the  air,  and  the 
greenness  of  the  materials  of  which  the  abbatis  wan 
conatracted,  presented  his  deri|^  from  taking  efect 
It  was  a  bold  and  daring  elTort,  which  deserved  a 
ll^tter  success.  In  the  course  of  tbc  night,  a  fellow  by 
the  name  of  James  Curry,  Sergeant  Major  of  the 
Charleston  volual»a^,  whohadbyaomestrang^impni* 
dwicetajcoine  possessed  rf  intended 

m  tiie  IbHowhig  moming,  deserted  and  carried  infor- 
mation of  it  to  tl^e  enemy*  A  atorm  wa*  precisely  the 
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uish  of  General  Prevost,  and  bis  defences  were  well-' 
prepared  for  it ;  and  there  was  no  hope  of  his  being  f 
able  to  withstand  a  regular  seige,  unless  relieved  by 
a  British  fleet  superiour  to  the  Count's.    One  or  two/ 
sorties  of  small  parties  and  an  occasional  slight  skir- 
mish,  filled  up  the  intermediate  time.'-  "  '•  >^.^  .       *  ' 

Savannah  is  secure  from  a  land  attack  on  6n^  side 
by  the  river  ;  and  a  deep  morass  running  perpendicu- 
lar to  the  river  aftbrds  it  security  in  the  rear.  Along 
the  margin  of  the  morass,  there  was  a  sink  in  the 
ground,  or  hollow  way,  le.ading  to  the  British  rightf.H 
which  gave  the  assailants  the  advantage  of  approacb-; 
ing  very  close,  before  they  could  be  discovered,  or  be- ' 
fore  they  could  be  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire.  It  was 
supposed  too  that  this  was  the  weakest  part  of  the 
enemy's  defence  ;  but  the  information  which  had  been 
given  to  him  by  the  American  deserter,  enabled  Gene- 
ral Prevost  to  provide  against  his  natural  weakness  in 
this  quarter,  by  stationing  Lieutenant  Colonel  Maifc-^ 
land  there  with  his  veteran  troops.    The  plan  of  atr. 
tack  was,  that  two  columns  should  be  thrown  into  the 
hollow  way  just  mentioned,  composed  of  the  elite  of 
both  armies,  to  move  upon  the  enemy's  right,  while 
the  militia  should  make  a  divided  assault  against 
their  centre  and  left.    General  Prevost  had  confided 
his  centre  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hamilton,  and  his 
left,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cruger  ;  the  right  we  have 
already  sjiid  was  entrusted  to  the  oflBcer  in  whom  he 
placed  most  confidence.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mait^ 
land.  A  '  .  •   .     •    .  r  ^  .  •  .    -'-«•.     ^  v*       '  • 

The  morning  of  the  9th  was  dark  and  lowering ; 
the  allied  army  moved  to  the  assault  a  little  before 
daylight  ;  one  of  the  two  columns  destined  to  attack 
the  enemy's  right  was  commanded  by  Count D'Estaing 


Digitiz 


Wf9i  AMBtaOAXI  BEYOLHTIOM^ 


I 


and  General  LwcoId  jii  cenceH,  ilw  otber  hj  Comjt 
Dilloiit   The  fbrniBr  ander  cover  of  the  darkness^ 

moved  aloiii;  the  margin  of  the  morass^  until  they  ap- 
proached very  near  the  enemy's  lines,  when  a  lire 
wat  opened  from  their  well  sheltered  batteries^  thai 
conmitted  ^ai  havoc  on  onr  front  The  colamn 
moved  on,  however,  undismayed :  D'Estaiugiuid  Lin- 
coln forced  the  abbaiis  and  planted  their  respective 
standards  on  the  parapet | and  now  'had  Coant  Dil* 
Ion's  colnnm  come  up  in  cooperation,  the  final  posses* 
sion  of  the  works  was  certain  ;  bat  unfortunately  the 
Count  was  led  astray  in  the  darkness,  ami  failed  in 
the  concerted  cooperation.  The  brave  soldiers  who 
had  planted  their  Mndardt  on  the  enemx^a  parapet, 
were  aoon  compelled  to  yield  ie  ^e  vigorona  attack 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Maitland,  who  coming  upon 
them  with  a  superiour  force  of  grenadiers  and  marines^, 
forced  them  into  the  ditch^  tore  down  the  fiagii  that 
had  waved  in  short  -  lived  iriompb,  and  compelled 
the  whole  column  to  retire  through  the  abbatis. 

At  the  moment  Lieutenant  Colonel  Maitland  was 
coming  op  with  his  own  corps,  and  the  marines  and  ' 
grefiatUers  under  I^ientenuKt  Ccdonel  Glazier  unitedi 
Count  Palaski  at  the  head  of  SOO  horse,  attempted  to 
force  Iiis  way  through  the  enemy's  works  and  gain 
their  rear  ;  but  the  career  of  this  gallant  soldier  wns 
fatally  arrested ;  he  received  immortal  wound  and  fell 
.ftom  bis  hoTSB  ;  this  stopped  the  progress  of  hisBquad* 
ron  and  in  all  probability  changed  Uic  fate  of  the  day. 
The  Count  D'Bistaing  and  Major  General  Fontange 
were  both  slightly  woonded  in  the  assault,  but  their 
undaunted  hravWy  if  te  of  no  avail ;  the  whole  amy 
Were,  forced  to  retire.  The  united  armies  suffered 
considerably  in  the  ^treat  iron  the  enemy's  ariiiiery^ 
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hut  no  sally  Ma?  made  to  pursue  tbem^  aad  the  retrent 
was  conducted  in  good  order.  '  • 

Tke  amoDg  the  al^d  anmei^^wfttf^  tefy  great  I 
eftlie  French  700*were  kUIed  and*  w^^uided,  aild  of  the ' 
American  regulars  240.  The  Charleston  militia  had 
que.  Captain  killed  and  6  privates  wounded.  The 
ehemy  on  the  contrary  snfi'ered  but  littk  in  proper- 
tidily  having  had  ianAy  IM  kitted  and  wiwiB^Mi :  among 
ihe^ftiMer  wae  Captain  Tawi$8^<rf*the  prOYlndalA,  an 
officer  of  signal  intrepidity,  who  fell  at  the  leading ' 
point  of  our  assault^  after  having  filain  ihree  of  his, 

aiiailants  withhieoimhajid,  . 
0eiieral  Prevotft  and  lik  oflioeHi  deservedly  nc* 

qaii*ed  great  reputation,  for  their  brave  and  successful 
defence  of  Savannah  ;  the  chief  glory  of  which,  how- 
ever^ belonged  to  jUentenant  Colonel  Maitland,  w  ho 
Itted  not  to  reap  flie^ivwacda  which  would  andoab^ 
edtyhsve-^lieenliettowedniponhimhy  htt  applan^ng 

country,  having  died  of  the  bilious  fever  a  few  days 
after  our  repulse.    Nor  could  any  troops  or  officers 
have  behaved  better  than  tlieiinited  JB'rench  and  Ante- . 
Hcan  armiei*  They  effected  every  fUng  which  valom 
alone  could  effect ;  and  if  any  blame  can  attach  to 
them  for  their  want  of  su(  ccsj5,  it  must  he  for  the 
length  of  time  which  they  suilV red  to  elapse  before  the  ' 
aManlt  was  conun^ic^d.    Had  Connt^.  IKEstaiiig 
opened  his  ordttanofe  against  flie  town  ttpen-hk^^PsC^' 
arrival  before  it,  even  before  the  junction  of  General  ■• 
Lincoln's  forces,  instead  of  listing  to  the  ingenious 
propesMon  of  Prevost  far  deliqr>  he  would  have  air- 
ried  H  atmostiHiAGQt  opporfAete)  foit  at  thai memeiijl^ 
Prevost  had  but  ten  guns  monnted,  and  but  little  mdi^* 
than  2000  troops,  to  oppose  to  more  than  double  the 
nnmher.  it  is  difficult  to  comprehead  tfi^  Coiu^s 
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;  reasons  for  delay,  considering  his  hasty  and  impeiu- 
oils  temper,  and  the  strong  arguments  that  ought  tu 
have  urged  him  to  promptitude  and  decision  of 
.  movement.    It  is  matter  of  surprise  too,  that  neither 
/  the  Count  nor  General  Lincoln,  should  have  turned 
,^  their  attention  to  the  route  between  Beaufort  and  Sa- 
vannah, so  as  to  have  obstructed  the  march  of  Colo- 
nel  Maitland's  troops,  and  thereby  have  prevented 
i  his  union  with  General  Prevost.    The  route  was  in 
;  itself  difficult  and  hazardous  :  the  natural  obstacles 
.  which  Colonel  Maitland  had  to  encounter,  were  such 
.*  as  would  have  appalled  a  less  enterprising  officer 5 
and  if  these  difficulties  had  been  increased,  as  they 
I  might  have  been,  by  throwing  a  few  troops  in  his 
.<jway  to  harass  and  worry  him,  it  might  have  been  im- 
<.  possible  for  him  to  have  gained  the  town,  at  least 
/  without  such  a  loss  as  would  have  rendered  his  junc- 
tion  but  little  important  to  General  Prevost. 

The  retreat  of  our  army  was  of  course  followed 
by  the  raising  of  the  siege ;  the  Count  reembarked 
his  troops  without  delay,  while  General  Lincoln  re*- 
turned  to  South  Carolina.    Nothing  could  exceed 
the  harmony  Avliich  prevailed  between  the  confede^ 
rate  Generals :  not  a  whisper  of  reproach  escaped 
'/.  either  for  their  want  of  success,  but  they  separated 
^  in  mutual  confidence  and  good  will.    Thus  was  the 
unfortunate  D'Estaing  a  second  time  compelled  to 
i  quit  the  United  States,  without  reaping  the  laurels, 
that  seemed  to  be  waving  within  his  grasp.  His 
fleet  encountered  a  severe  storm  in  their  passage  to  the 
West  Indies,  which  separated  and  dispersetl  them^ 
The  Count  himself  returned  to  France. 
,y    One  of  the  most  extraordinary  enterprises  ever  re- 
,;|ated  in  history,  one  indeed  which  nothing  but  the 
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.  ^espieclability  of  the  testimony  could  liave  prevented 
^  ^ur  considering  as  marvellous^  occurred  during  thr'^ 
'ifiiege  of  Savannah.    It  was  an  enterprise  conceived^ ./ 
and  executed  by  Colonel  John  White>  of  the  Georsria^^ 
line.    A  Captain  French  of  Delancey^s  let  battal- 
ion, was  posted  with  100  men,  British  regulars,  on 
^he  Ogeechee  river,  about  25  miles  from  Savannah.  \ 
^There  lay  also  at  the  same  place  live  armed  vessels, ; 
4he  largest  mounting  14  guns,  and  having  on  board 
altogether  41  men.    Colonel  White,  with  Captain^; 
''£tholra,  three  soldiers,  and  his  own  servant  ap- 
proaclied  this  post  on  the  evening  of  the  30th  of  Sep-  ^ 
tember,  kindled  a  number  of  fires,  arranging  them 
in  the  manner  of  a  large  camp,  and  summoned 
French  to  surrender,  he  and  his  comrades  in  the 
mean  time  riding  about  in  various  directions,  and  giv* 
ing  orders  in  a  loud  voice,  as  if  performing  the  du- 
ties of  the  staff  to  a  large  ai-my.    French,  not  doubt*  . 
ing  the  reality  of  what  he  saw,  and  anxious  to  sparA/  t 
the  effusion  of  blood  which  a  contest  with  a  force  so 
superiour  would  produce,  surrendered  the  whole  de- 
tachment, together  with  the  crews  of  the  five  vessels^ 
amounting  in  all  (o  141  men,  and<130  stand  of  arms  ! 
Colonel  White,  however,  had  still  a  very  ditlicult 
game  to  play ;  it  was  necessary  to  keep  up  the  delu-  ' 
eion-of  French,  until  the  prisoners  should  be  secur- 
ed ;  and  with  this  view,  he  pretended  that  the  ani-  ' 
mosity  of  his  troops  was  so  ungovernable  that  a  lit- 
tle stratagem  would  be  necessary  to  save  the  prison-  ♦ 
ers  from  their  fury,  and  that  he  should  therefore  com- 
mit, them  to  the  care  of  three  guides  with  orders  to  . 
conduct  them  to  a  place  of  safety.  With  many  thanks  • 
for  the  ColonePs  humanity,  French  accepted  the  pro- 
position,  and  marched  off  t^t  a  quick  pace  under  t{ia  ^ 
YOU  i*v  35 
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Tnircbtidn  of  the  three  guides,  fearfal  at  feveiy  step 
that  the  rage  of  Wiiite's  troops  would  burst  upon 
^them  in  defiance  of  his  humane  attempts  to  restrain 

•  it.  White,  as  soon  as  they  were  out  of  sight,  era^ 
..ployed  himself  in  collecting  the  militia  of  the  neighv 

bonrhood,  with  whom  he  sDon  overtook  his  prisoners, 
^and  they  were  conducted  in  safety  for  25  miles  to  an 
American  post. 

Tlius  ended  the  southern  campaign  of  1779,  which 
. -Jiad  been  attended  with  some  daring  and  brilliant  pro?* 
rljects  on  l)oth  sides,  but  w  hich  closed  with  the  balance 
.of  advantage  greatly  in  favour  of  the  British.  The 
flprospects  of  success  to  the  Americans  had  been  fre- 
^^^uently  flattering,  but  they  were  in  every  thing  baf- 
'  fled  at  the  moment  when  victory  seemed  to  be  most 
*-«xcrtain.    TIic  defeat  of  Howe,  which  commenced 
^ibe  campaign,  the  subsequent  disgraceful  flight  of 
Ashe,  with  a  large  detachment  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  repulse  of  Lincoln  from  Stono,  and  the  unsuccess*^ 

•  ful  issue  of  the  siege  of  Savannah,  were  counter-' 
balanced  only  by  tlie  preservation  of  Charleston,  and 
the  continued  possession  of  the  upper  parts  of  Geor*- 
pa. 

,  .  The  contests  wiHi  our  Indian  neighbours  will  now 
demand  our  attention.  Wc  have  already  seen  the 
attempts  of  Lieutenant  Governour  Hamilton  of  De- 
troit to  e.xcite  the  Indians  to  hostilities  against  our  • 
frontier  settlements.  In  December,  177^>  he  set  on 
foot  an  extensive  expedition  of  this  sort,  in  which  he 
jcxpected  to  be  joined  by  200  Indians  from  Michili- 
Jiiackinaw,  and  oOO  from  the  Cherokee,  Chickasaw, 
and  other  nations.  His  design  was  to  penetrate  up 
the  Ohio,  and  scour  the  whole  of  Kentucky  as  far  as 
.fort  Pitt ;  and  with  a  view  to  be  ready  for  an  early 
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itotenc^t  in  the  spring,  he  had  taken  post  at  St.*  - 
Tincents.  Colonel  Clarke,  of  whose  bravery  andr 
enterprise  we  have  before  liad  oec&aioa  to^^peak^  lira^  ^ 
fet^^^  ahd  in  .  '^^ 

6l5^ii|^;aid'ili8toto<Iy  determined  to  iUtack  hmi.  It 
Was  a  desperate  resolution,  but  it  offered  the  only 
probable  means  of  saving  the  back  settlements  erf  Viy-^ 

an4,|(|dQfeiis|^^  and  Cjolonel  Clarketad  gi vqhl  - 
^^  ^^lia^he'^WM  BOi        appalled'  by  danger  or  ^ 
iffiiteaMiw.-  He  arrived  uuexpectedly  at  St.  Vin-'^ 
cents  on  the       of  Kebruary,  and  immediately  coni^^f 
mencedan  assault  upon  the  toWn^  which  after  dur^^^ 
lendering  oflbred  to^nar  m  the  aUack  againk^ 
*  l*itt    HamUtim  mi      Mih  surrendered  his  s^arrison/ 
'  ^ounting  to  79  men,  prisoners  of  war.    Tiius  was 
^  this  hostile  expedition  nipped  in  its  bud.  Clarke^'' 
bad  commenced  J»is  m«Pck  with  but  180  meof  liiid  tii 

•ellt season  of  the  year,  ovti  a  distance  of  more  than  - 
SOO  miles.    While  at  St.  Vincents,  Colonel  Clark^  >- 
sent  a  detachment  of  his  men  to  enbounterOini  Indian^  ^ 
party  who  wei^  just  isetorning  to  the  fort  hom  one  bftS 
their  expeditions  5  dT  ihk  party  side  Were  taken  pri-  | 
'^^Hiers^  and  he  had  also  the  satisfaction  of  releasing  ^ 
two  Americans  from  their  hands.   Hearing  at  the 
same  time  of  a  convoy  of  provisions' md  goods/on^^ 
«fl^  way  fEom  Detroit,  he  stfni  a  detachment  of  flO  ^ 
wfat,jn  a^  attack  them.    They  met  them 

about  40  leagues  up  the  river,  and  succeeded  in  captur- 
ing the  wliolej,  taking  50  prisonera,  and  goods  and  prot 
via«^s  to  tiie  ani(ouiitof  ten  thQii8Smd  ppnnd8.vTht^^ 
W4|^^ilis;lie8t>of  '9^^  completely  % 

brdk^  hp."  It  was  found  that  Hamilton  was  in  t!io  ' 
habit  of  giving  considerable  rewards  for  ^^itiftyj^Ti^  €■ 
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«rtiftc8^  toihe  mdidgeiice  of  their  Mvage  propepiBi-* 

ties  against  our  defenceless  frontier  settlements.  *  •  -  ' 
'    Soon  after  this,  in  another  quarter,  a  small  detach- 
fb^t  led  by  Colonel  Goose  Van  Schnick,  from  Fort 
"^  Scboyler  against  the  Onandaga  tribe  pm  htitm^i^^ 
rio,  was  equally  j^uocesfsfoL   Tlio  Colonel  ntibmr 
plisbed  a  distance  of  ninety  miles  in  less  than  three 
4&ys^  destroyed  a  large  quantity  oi  ffWy  arms  and 
f immtiiitkNR^  killrf  i%  Indian  w»^cvi4r9y  and  brou^i 
off  M  prisoners,  besides  Munibet  i^o&tlle  and  borr 
968,  and  without  losing  a  man.   "  ' 
A  much  more  considerable  expedition  had  been 
^i;  j^lanued  about  the  same  time  a^nst  the  hostile  In- 
i  pttftt^  of  consist  of  abofit  fiQQd 

^Ifl^tiiv^  Sollivan.  They 

Vere  to  make  the  attack  by  three  diffcieut  routes,  by 
'  tjie  way  of  the  Susquehannah,  the  Mohawk  and  the 
Dhioriyers,  wbile  Washington  by  a  feint  of  catering^ 
lOanada;  should  induce  tb|&  British  0ovenioilr  Genefa|L^ 
■  to  keep  his  forces  at  home.    This  plte  was  so  hst 
changed  in  its  execution  as  to  divide  the  Avholc  force 
*.ijito  twopart&oi^ly ;  the  main  body  under  SuUivaa 
X^d  the  plbtii^'niidi^r^  Clinton^  theGQf  . 

v'Temoor'sbrother.   Sullivan  neached  W^'oraing,'  on 
"^r  the  Susquehannah,  on  the^lst  July,  liaving  delayed 
*^  his  marcli,  by  waiting  the  result  of  evtravagaiit  de- 
;  ipands  which  he  cqnjtinued  to  make,  for  mcu,  P^Qvi- 
imW:,  and  equipments,  and  whieb  Opngress  were  not 
disposed  to  grant.   The-  number  of  his  ttoops,  by 
;  the  return  of  the  22d  of  July,  amounted  to  no  moic 
'  than  6313,  rank  and  ftlc,  for  the  service  of  which,  the 
%||;p$fiC  Master  Gi^ner4  hsdwf^iedhkn  with  1^ 
>  &in^««/'^t'hi8  forte  was  moA  than  three'  times 
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greater  than  any  probable  number  which  the  hostile 
Indians  could  bring  against  him^  as  the  whole  num« 
ber  of  their  warriours  did  not  exceed  550,  and  to 
these  were  joined  abont  S50  tories,  the  whole  head- 
ed by  Johnston^  Butler  and  Brandt :  yet  Sullivan 
still  demanded^  and  waited  for  more  men.  On  the 
21st  of  August,  he  was  joined  by  General  Clinton  ^ 
with  1600  men,  who  had  passed  by  the  way  of  the 
Moliawk,  without  meeting  opposition.  It  seemed  to 
be  the  infatuated  determination  of  Creneral  Sullivan  to 
do  every  thing  in  this  expedition^  which  could  blast 
the  laurels  he  had  hitherto  won.  He  lived,  during 
the  march,  in  every  species  of  extravagance,  was 
constantly  complaining  to  Congress  that  he  was  not 
half  supplied,  and  daily  amused  himself  in  unwar- 
rantable remarks  to  his  young  officers  respecting  the 
imbecility  of  Congress  and  the  board  of  war. 

Th^  hostile  Indians  and  torics  before  mentioned^  ♦ 
to  the  number  of  about  800,  were  posted  at  Newtown^ 
where  they  had  constructed  works  of  considerable  ' 
strength,  and  where  they  had  been  long  expecting 
tlie  approach  of  Sullivan.    At  length,  on  the  )59th  of 
August,  the  General  arrived.    He  had  with  iiim  six 
light  field  pieces  and  two  howitzci's,  and  as  if  deter- 
mined that  his  march  should  be  no  secret,  a  moi-nins 
and  evening  gun  were  regularly  fired  during  his 
whole  route.    He  seemed  to  consider  the  enemy  as 
already  in  his  power,  ai»d  made  the  most  absurd 
boast  of  his  intentions  with  regard  to  them.    The  as- 
sault was  commenced  by  firing'  liis  liglit  field  pieces  ^ 
against  their  works,  while  a  detachment  under  Gene- 
ral Poor  were  ordered  to  march  a  mile  and  a  half 
around  the  mountain,  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  for  ••' 
the  purpose  of  attacking  them  on  their  left  flank.  ^ 
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Thog  gil  OA  their  gaa^A9  Uugr  wM^d  the  i^|M«cii> 
(of  General-Poor^  and  woiild'prdibably  have  givetf^ 
lam  battle ;  but  bis  firing  bciug  ibe  signal  of  othe^ 
movements  by  Bullivan,  tbcy  suddenly  abandoned, 
their  works^  and  took  to  iiight.  Nothing  could  h9>y($ 


>eea  more  .  mortifying  to  GeBeral>Sid^bia^ 
'^ihis  escape  of  what  he  had  deemed  a  «^rtiihi  pUzi^I' 
He  remained  in  tlie  fort  until  the  eMst,  and  tbcn 
marched  for  Catherine's  Town  on  the  Seneca  Lake.  . 
^^Itis  road  lay  through  the-most  dangerous  defties^  and^ 
it  swamp  of  considerable  eittent,  throngh  which  >■ 
deep  creek  flowed  in  so  meandering  a  course^  that  it 
.  was  necessary  to  ford  it  seven  or  eight  times.    He  ' 
rjijmve^^t  the.^ntrsAce  of  this  swamp  late  in  the  af-: 
^JjC^rnooiill'llDd  was  strong  advised  not  to  venture  intf^  v 
"mt  nirtil  the  next  morning ;  hut  lie  perdsted,  and  a  ini— 
racle  only  prevented  his  obstinacy  fi*om  bringing  de- ; 
etruction  upon  his  men.    Some  of  the  defiles  through 
which  he  had  to  pass,  wxre  so  naiTow  and  dangerous 
ihat  'aiiooito  or  two  of  Indians  might  have  sucoessful-V 
ly  disputed  the  passage  against  any  numher -of  meti;V 
The  night  was  exceedingly  dark,  the  men  w  earied, 
scattered  and  broken,  and  ready  to  die  rather  than  ; 
fjmove  onf  hot  the  Indian  scouts  who  had  been  sent  ta  ' 
ilvateh  thein>  having  reared  as  soon  as  it  was  dark,':' 
under  the  full  persuasion  that  no  Geni^ral  in  his  sen-' 
aes  would  attempt  such  a  road  by  night,  the  defiles 
•Jtvere  fortunately  unguarded,  and  the  (ieueral  arrived- 

Us  wearied  ittnif  abimt  midnight  at  the  ti(iwn."w 
>/Gprt!^^  at     jentrance  of  thf  swamp,  and 

^<wfeed  his  march  the  next  day.    ' '     '  ♦      "^  '^  ^  '  X'-. 


^.$:^Bu]JLj|»!an  |x^ntii|ued  for  more  than  a  mouth  in  the  In- 
coanlty^'  laying  waste  knd.  destroying^  eveiy 
'^^riajg^afUf  ^0  mmerof  bttiMfft  eM^r^.and 
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completiitg'  the  destnictioii  of  his  fkneJ  tte  armeA 

about  the  middle  of  October  at  Easton^  in  Pennsyl-* 
Taaiii^  having  in  the  course  of  his  expecUlioQ  killed 
elmH  Indians  and.  destroyed  eighteen  or  i^preniT' 
4ewn9 !  Of  the  1400  horses  which  he  htd  taken  with 
bim,  300  only  were  brought  back.    His  childish  and 
absurd  complaints  had  dis£;nsted  the  commander  in  - 
chief  as  well  as  the  board  of  war^  and  tbe  ridicoloiis 
vanity  displaced  in  hisr  official  account  of  .the  expedi- 
^n,  refidered  him  the  jest  of  the  whole  army.  He 
was  nut  long  able  to  bear  this  downfall  of  his  pride 
and  consequence,  and  on  tbe  9th  of  November^  he 
j|olicited  permission  to  resign^  which  Congress  readi*  . 
ly^  accorded.  .  ; 

.   While  BolllTan  was  idly  wasting  his  timo^on  the 

march  from  Newtown,  lirandt  at  the  head  of  aljuut 
90  Indians  and  Tories,  fell  into  the  Minisiuk  set- ' 
tlements  and  burned  upwards  of  twenty  hons«|  ' 
.  4ind  mills. .  They  killed.  seTeraV  catri^  off  a  no^ ' ; . 
ber  of  persons,  and  a  considerable  qiiantity  of  plnn^'  " 
dcr.    They  were  pursued  by  about  150  militia,  col-- 
lecjtCd  from  Goshen  and  tbe  neighborhood,  who  from  : . 
a  want  of  caution^  snflbied  themselves  to  be  surprised-  '  . 
and  completely  defealed; 

Five  days  after,  Captain  McDonald  at  the  bead  of 
S50  British  and  Indians,  entered  Frelands  fort,  on 
,the  west  branch  of  the  Sosquehannah  and  capturedlt^ ' 
ti^tlier  with  SO  men*   Contrary  to  their  nsnal  onsf  . 
tMB>  they  set  the  women  and  children,  to  the  immher- 
of  yO,  at  liberty.  / 

A  few  successful  expeditious  were,  about  tbe  same 
time^  cariied'Oii  against  them,  of  wbicb  the  most  eoii'^  - 
sidefiidUe  Was  thai    General  Williams^  who  with 
Gdonel  'BkkM^  eatmred  the  ImSifm  coitoby  UxwtBt^^ . 

•  ,     '  Digitized 


080 


jUie  latter  end  of  Ajigust,  andbunitftiid  dtatrpyed tipw 
trards  of  fifty  thousand  bushels  of  corn.  He  more- 
over compellcfl  the  Indians  to  remove  into  the  settled 
towns  of  the  Creeks^  thereby  preventing  the  pluoder* 

^  JBg -system  wUch  tlii^  had  been  for  aiiiiie'tinie  carry* 
ingon  agahuii  the  nnproteeted  inlwIiHaniB. 

While  these  things  M  ere  going  on,  the  Spaui^shgo- 
'vemour  of  Lonisiana^  received  intelligence  that  hi^ 
Catholic  jnaater  htad  jdeclaretl  war  against  England. 
The  GoTerpoary  Don  Betf^rdp  dipfviSalVez^  ' loat  .no 
time  in  making  known  this  pleasing  intelligence  ;  and 
having  collected  the  whole  force  of  his  province  at 
l^^w  Orleans^  he  madea  publick  recognition  of  the  in- 
iidependeim  4of  the  on  the  19th  of  An- 

i'^%Ml^-1^  iMQl^  atep  i^ai  to against  tto 

settlements  on  the  Mississippi^  for  the  protection  of 
which  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dickson  had  raised  a  small 

^    fort^  which  waa  garrisoned  by  about  500  men.  The 
SpaniahC^vemonr  laid  scige  to  tiiis  little  fort  on  the 

/'  td'Of  Septemberi  and  obtainild  possession  of  it  by  sur- 
render on  the  11th.  The  conditions  were  highly  hon- 
ourable to  the  garrison  ;  and  the  treatment  which  the 
pciso^efs  Md  inhabitants  ieoei?e|Vf^ 

- '  ieory  ms  snch.as  toeallfoHh  thehcniostliyely'expres'^ 
>iona  of  gratitude  for  his  kuiuauity  and  kindness. 

■  J  ;  -•■   -  ■\  'A-,    .'.  ■  ;  •  '.. 
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CHAPTER  Xn. 

,£i*ents  o/irrD  continued — Proceedings  of  Con^tiR. — VltimatiuA 
■   of  J^Tegotiations  for  Peace. — Instructions  tothe  Ministers  at  fo-- 
reign  Courts, — Mr.  Jay  appointed  Minister  to  Spain, — JIr» 
Jldams  to  nepiciate  a  peace  ivith  Great  Britain^ — Further 
eynission  of  Bills  of  Credit.- — Lieatp.nant  CoUmel  Talbot  made 
A  Captain  in  the  ^avt/.-^Gold  Medal  presented  to  Major  Lee. — 
Mr.  Huniington  elected  President. — Conventiun  'Troops  order- 
ed to  y  fed  with  Indian  Corn. — Chevalier  de  la  Luzerm  pre 
setits  /?fs  Credentials  to  Congress,  and  is  received  as  Minister 
from  France. — Begulation  of  prices. — Loans  from  Spain  and 
JloUami. —  Communication  from  the  French  Minister. — C^mizt 
of  Captain  Paul  Jones. — Jet  ion  between  the  Bon  Homine  liiclir 
:'  ard,  ami  Serapis.-^The  Countess  of  Scarborough  surrenders  to 
the  Pallas. — Jotu;s  entei\^  the  2\'.vel — Jlemonst  ranee  of  the  Bri- 
tish  Jlmbassndf^Lr,  an4  Ttplif  of  their  Hj^k  Mightinesses^  the 
r  .States  QeueraU  ,      >  ^  ,    a  . 

.  BsFOue      proceed  to  relate  the  further  operaiipns 
bi  the  two  armifiSy  it.  ivill  be  pioper  to  look  at  the  mea- : 
flure^porsaed  hy  Congresfs;  iji  cbossequenci^  of  the  late  , 
conference  held  with  Mousieur  Gerard.  Having 
agreed  upqa  the  deiuaads  which  should  he  made  in 
itmt  Begptiation  for  peace^  Congress  on  the  i4!th  of 
August^  lyrote  to  their  Mioister  Pleiiipotentiiirj  at . 
the  Court  of  France,  in  the  following  terliid.  ^'tiavhis 
determined,  that  we  would  not  insist  on  a  direct  ac-  ■ 
knowledgment  by  Great  Britain  of  our  rights  ia  the 
QtWieai,.  ihk  iotpert^ut  matter  ia  tiable  to  aii  in^er;- 
Utode,  which  may  be  dongeri^s  to  (he  political  aiidv 
commercial  interests  of  the  United  States,  we  have 
therefore  agreed  aod  fesolyed,  that  the  common  right 
of  ishiDg  shall  ia  no  cKse  be  giyen  up and  that  if 
VOL,  !!•  85  .   •         ,  ' 


after  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Briiaiu^  she  shaQ. 
mokat  Ihe  oitiKeiis  or  nilmbitaiits  of  the  United  8t^^^ 
itt  jtnking  iish  on  the  Banks  of  NewfotitMllanfl  and:^ 

other  fisheries  of  the  American  seas,  any  w  hei  c  cx- 
cejytiug  Avithin  the  distance  of  three  leagues  of  tlic 
^1^^  of  the  teni»tories  remaining  to  Great  Britain  at 
;i&e  dose  of  the  war^  aneh  molestaatitmsy  being  in  iho'  . 
opinion  of  Congress  a  direct  violation  and  brchch  of  - 
the  peace,  shall  he  a  common  cauise  of  the  ^aid  States, 
and  the  force  ^)f  the  Union  he  exerted  to  obtain  re-  : 
dretH^f^  liie  parties  injured.  But  notw 'tHatandihg  tbeae^' 
precautiiMiSy^aa  Great  Britain  may  again  liglii  up  the  -; 
iiames  of  war,  and  use  our  exercise  of  the  fisheries  as  * 
h^prelex-t  5  aad  ^i«ce  some  doubts  may  arise  whe-  ^ 
J|er  this  object  Ib  so  efi^^  ... 

,  ;laii^estaiJiJlHlierein  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  is"  to 

be  considered  as  a  casus  fuderl^^^  you  are  to  endea-  \'    ,  ' 
Tour  ta  obtain  of  his  Majenty  an  explanation  on  that  - 
sU^eet;  i^p<^  the  prindple^  tbaty  notwithstanding  the^  • 
higli  coufideiicci  reposed-  In  his  wisdom  and  justice/^^^ 

..  yet  consideuug  the  uncertainty  of  hunuui  nilairs  and 
bow  doubts  may  be  afterwards  raised  in  liie  breasts  of  " 
his  royal  successors^  tbl»  gr^t,impo^nce;of  the- 

.  fisheries  renders  the  citizens  of  these  states  very  so*'/ 
licitous  to  obtain  his  Majesty's  sense  Avitli  relation  to 
tlieni,  as  the  best  security  against  the  ambition  of  the 

"  British  Court.    J?  or  this  purpose  you  shall  propose        .  ' 

the  following  articlesyin  wJuch/nevertbeless^  sno^ 
-  ftiAlions  inay  bemade,  'as  the  circumstances  slid ^  si^";  . 
tuatiou  ofanairs  shall  render  convenient  and  proper.  "" 

'*  ^hould  the  same  be  agreed  tp^and  executed^  you  are 

.  \  utimediately  to  transmit  a  c<^y  tbereofto^Hir  Minister 

'  iittfaeChMofBpaiav^^^^^^^^  " 

; 
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>  5  Wjbtmiu  bj  tto  treaty  9f  alUaiice  bet#eeii/tli0 
lakimt  Chri^tlatt  Eiiig  and  the  UnlledlBtafes  iif  K<irih 

America,  the  two  parties  guaraiUy  mutually  fioui 
that  time  and  forever,  agaiust  all  other  powers,  to  wit, 
the  Uiiite4  States  to  h^a  mxM  .  Cdristian  Majesty  the 

^^{w0ssimi,tbeQ  appertaliiiiig  .to  the  Grown  c^  Fratice^^^ 
fn  Aitterica,  as  well  as  those  which  it  may  acquire  by  . 

;  a  future  treaty  of  peace  ;  and  his  most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty guaranties  oabis  part  to  the  Uaited  States,  all 

their  liberty,  sotereigoty  and  ladepeadeiice^^bso^ 
and  unttroitedy  as  well  in  maitera  of  govertunetit  as 

•commerce,  and  also  their  possessions  and  the  additions 
or  conquests  that  their  confederation  may  obtain  dur-  / 
ingtbe  war,  according  to  the  said  treaty.  And  wiiere- 

■  as  the  said  parties  did  farther  agree..aiid  declare  that . 
In  case  of  a  raptnre  between  Fraifce  and  £ng  the 
said  reciprocal  guarantee  should  have  its  full  force  aud 

,  e&ct  tlie  moment  such  a  war  should  break  out ' — And 

:  wheretbs  doubts  may  hereaAer  airiae  how  far  tbe  said  ; 
gaarantee  extends  to  the'case,Vto  wit^^  that  ahimld 
Great  Britain  molest  <lnr  disttirb  the  sabjecfs  dr  inba-  , 
bitants  of  France,  or  the  said  States,  iu  takin;::;  fish  on  ^ 
the  Banks  of  jSewfoundlaud,  and  other  of  .  the  iishiag  . 

..  banks  and  seas  of  North  America,  formj^rly  and  usa-r 

>  allj^  frequent^  by  tbe  subje^  and  inbah^tants  res* 

'  pcctively  : — And  whereas  tlie  said  King  and  the-" 
United  States  have  thought  pioper  to  determiue  with 

-  precision  the  troe  int^i'est  and.  naeaoHi^  of  the  said  ; 

'^arantee  in  tMs  i«i?pect^  np V  tH6^fore  as  a  fart^hf^r 

'  detavmtraelbnHif  thi^  natural  g<>6d  will  and  affeeiion, 
•it  is  hereby  agreed,  coutluded  and  detcrmitied  as  fol- 
lows^ to  wit,  that  if  after  the  couclus-ion  of  the  treaty 
or  keaties  which  shall  terminate  the  prose]it.war:i  : 
ei«al  Britain  shall  moledt  er  disfuriir  iho  jw^ii^  oi* 


» . 
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ialmbitaiits  ofthe  UQited^t9.te9^  ill  taking  fish  oil  Umi,  - 

bankfl,  ^eas  aihI. places^ fonnerly  used  and  Irequeat-^ ' 

ad  by  them,  so  as  not  to  encroach  on  the  tevritorial   .    .  \ 

rights,  \vhicli  may  remain  to  her  after  the  termination  . 
*    iof  the  present  war  as  aforesaid ,  and  war  should  there^ 
Vj^on  break  oni  between  the  UnitadS^ 
'  Britain  :  or  if  Grdat  JBriUin  shall  molest  mr^dUf^Fb 
the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  Francp,  in  taking  fish 
on  the  banks,  seas  and  places  foriii^jij^,u$ed  and  fre-, 
qiiented  hy  then^  «o  as  not  to  encroaoh  on  •  the  terri? 
torial  rights  «f  Great  Britain  as  aforesaid;  and  war  ^       ^  • 
should  thereupon  break ohtbetwe^Jil  Fraiiceand  Great  . 
Britain;  in  either  of  these  cases  of  war  as  aforesaid,  his 
smdsi  Christian  JViiije^ty  and  the  said  United « States  . 

1;  other  mntu-  ' 

Ally  witKlttyr  good  tbei  and  their     '  '  * 

forces  according  to  the  exii^eiu  e  of  conjunctures,  as  be-       ^  •  ' 
comes  good  and  faithful  allies.    Provided  always  ' 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  he  taken  or  underv^. . 
stood^ascontrary  tebrinconsistent  with' the  troe  intent  » 

and  meaning  of  the  treaties  already  subsisting  be-.  .  * 
,    tween  his  most  Christian  njajesty  and  tlie  said  states, 

,   but  the  same  shall  betaken  and  understood,  as  expUk  ' 

.  ^^ry  o£  and  conformaUe  to  those  treaties/' 

'  tBbe  fbilowing  were  the  instructions  agreed  upon'io  >  . 

the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  Spain.    <^  Congress 

have  come  to  the  following  resolution,  That  if  his        ' . 

,  ,  ,  Catholl6  majesty  shall  accede  to  the  treatic^s  betweeii 
Vmce  tM'tt^  States  of  Anciiica.  aMin  iht 

concurrence  with  them  continne  the  present  war  with ' 
Great  lli  itain  for  the  purpose  expressed  in  tlie  trea- 
jt^es;  aforesaid j  h^  shall  not  thereby  be  precluded  from 
.  '.Miibnring  to  hini.iel€ the.,Floridiui; :  mi  the  contrary^  if 
ha  shall  obirain  tfcb  tloridas  t^m  Great  Britain^  these 

.     ...  » 
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:  ,  fUmted  SUtes^  will  guaranty  the  same  to  his  Catholic  ' ' ' 

enjoy  the  frfee  navigalmdf  the  river  Miitsissippi  into 

j'ftnd  from  the  sea.    You  are  therefore  to  communicate  , 
to  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  the  desire  of  Congress 
^     to  enter  into  »,  treaty  of  alLiaiice^  ^d^f  puty  and 

{;<|^idniieif|0e^.wit^  his  C)At||!filiip  Jifiye^ 
;  ;  ^Ikie  favourable  interposition  for  that  pnrpdjM^  ^    JUie  ' 
same  time  you  are  to  make  such  proposals  to  his  Ca- 
liiolk  Al^je^^y  ^as  in 

.€C^/wiHliep»rbiper  for.  obtain  ' 
,   of  America,  equal  advantages  with  those  Which  are. 
secured  to  them  by  the  treaties  with  his  most  Chris- 
,tian  Majesty,  observing  always  the  resolution  aforc- 
^aaid  as  the  ultimatum  of  these  United  States.  You 
1       :i|Lre  partieuUrly  to  endeayour  to  obtain  some  conve-  « 
, :  iuent  port  or  portu  below  tlie  31*"  i^nortli  latitode  oh 
tlie  liver  Alishihuippi  free  for  all  merchants'  vessels^ 
goods,  wares  and  merchandise  belonging  to  the  inha.^' 
.  bitants.  of  these  states.   The  distressed  state  of  our 
>  ^  finances,  and  the  great  dispreiciation  of  our  paper  mb-  ' 
v^  ney,  incline  Congress  to  hope,  that  hhi  Oatholic  lAa«^ ; .  .. 
jesty,  if  he  shall  conclude  a  treaty  with  these  states^'  *  *  . 
^    will  be  induced  to  leudihe  money  ^  you  are  therefore     *  . 

pctsent  to  him  the  great  distreiw  oi  thesis  states  jdsr  • 
i'v*  that  account,  and  to  solicit  a  loan  of.ilve  millions  of  V 
dollars  upon  the  best  terms  in  your  power,  not  ex-  - 
.    ^  ceeding  six  per  cent,  per  ami.  eflectually  to  enable 
*  4  .  them  to  i»o|»erate  w^h  jtlie  allied  iigeins|  the  ooia« ' .  / 
WBBon^^nmy^  bat  before  y<m  n(ake  any  proposals  to  . 
bis  Catholic  Majesty,^  for  a  loan^  yoti  are  to  endeavour  ' 
to  obtain  a  subsidy^  in  coni»ideration  of  the  guarantee 
flJoresaid.'^  ' 

»  ,       -     ■  ft  •  ^  -9  ,    y  \ 
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They  likewise  prepared  instructions  to  the  comrais-  ' 
•ioner,  who  should  be  appointed  to  negotiate  a  trca-  '  " 
ty  of  peace  witli  Great  Britain  ;  in  which  after  point- 
ing out  the  boundaries  that  it  would  be  necessary  for 
him  toinsistupon,  they  proceed — "  As  the  great  object  -*  • 
of  the  present  defensive  war,  on  tlic  pari  of  the  allies,  . 
is  to  establish,  the  independence  of  the  United  States, 
and  as  any  treaty  whereby  this  end  cannot  be  obtain-  i 
ed,  must  be  only  ostensible  and  illusory,  you  are  there-  • ; 
fore  to  make  it  a  preliminary  article  to  any  negotia- 
tion, that  Great  Britain  shall  agiee  to  treat  with  the^-  ' 
United  States  as  sovereign,  fi-ee  and  independent.  You ' 
shall  take  especial  care  also,  that  the  independence  of  ■ 
the  said  states  be  effectually  assured  and  confirmed  by 
the  treaty  or  treaties  of  peace,  according  to  the  form  ' 
'iand  effeet  of  the  ti*eaty  of  alliance  with  his  most  Chris-  • 
tiati  Majesty  ;  and  you  shall  not  agree  to  such  treaty 
or  treaties,  unless  the  same  be  thereby  assured  and  * 
confirmed.    Although  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  the  peace  and  commerce  of  the  United  States,  that  , 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  should  be  ceded,  and  more  » 
particularly  that  their  equal,  common  right,  to  the 
fisheries,  should  be  guarantied  to  them,  yet  a  desire  of 
terminating  the  war  hath  induced  us  not  to  make  the'^  * 
acquisition  of  these  objects  an  ultimatum  on  the  pre-^'/ 
sent  occasion.    You  are  empowered  to  agree  to  a  ces- 
eation  of  hostilities  during  the  negotiation,  provided  ; 
our  ally  should  consent  to  the  same,  and  provided  it 
shall  be  stipulated  that  all  the  forces  of  the  euemyvr' 
should  be  immediately  withdrawn  from  the  United; 
States.    In  all  other  matters  not  a!)ove  mentioned, ' 
you  are  to  govern  yourself  by  the  alliance  between 
his  most  Chnstian  Majesty  and  these  stales,  by  the 
fidvice  of  onr  allies,  by  your  knowledge  of  our  inter- 
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c»ts,  and  In-  your  own  disciietion,  ia  which  we  repose 
ihe  fullest  CQolideuce/^  '    ^      '   •  •         \  : 
.A  few  days  after,  these  itiairlictiaii«'  ifrere!.  itgiieed  \ 

<t  Upoiiy  '€on!;ress*  pi'ocoecled  to  the  ■  ftpjpdiiitaient  'Of. 

^  ft  prd[)er  person  for  negotiating  a  treftty  bf  peftCe<r 
The  ballots  for  John  Ailaius  and  Mr.  Jay,  were 
tnice  equalj,  so.iUat  dq choice  could  be  made;  in  the 
'meaa  lifnie^^ii  r^iut^on  prevailed  that  a  MinU^- 
jHenipotentiary  he  appointed  to  begotiate  a*  treaty  iof ' 
aVliiiui  o,  and  of  amity  and  commerce,  between  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  his  Catholick  Majes- 
ty." The  appointment  of  a  ]!l(luibter  under  .this  re- 
Boliitlon.  relieved  ifaeip  frdm  the*  emharrassiiieiit  of 
ffiiiitleflt  ballotifi^  hctween  tiie*  two  gentlemen  ahove 
mentioiied,  Mr.  Jay  was  elected  ;  and  Mr.  Adams 
.  wan  immediately  ap[>oinled  MiiiMtcr  Pleaipoteutiary 

.  for  negotiating  t^ftetUis  pf  peace  and  cpqiimerce  wHh: 

''Great  Bittain.  Mt«  Jay  jido«  after  saited  fbr  jBUi^ 
rope  in  company  with  Uie  late  French  Minister,  httt 
previous  to  his  sailing.  Congress  determined  upon 
jg^ving  him  the  fpUowiog  instructions:.      You  are  to 

•  ruiie  your  utmojat^nd^avonrB  for  obtaining  permisaipii' 

'  forOieeiilzene  and  mhabitants  of  ih^  statek,  tP  lftde 
and  take  on  board  their  vessels^  sdXi  at  the  island  of 

^  8t.  Tprtugai  and  also  to  cut,  load  and  bring  away,  - 
Ji^'ood  and  mahogany^  iq  and  from  the  hay  of  Hoii- 

'  ,.dniM  aadlt9javer%  and  to  build  on  the  shores  stores^; 

'  houses  and  magazines,  for  the  woodcutters  and  their 
families,  in  the  extent  ceded  to  his  Britannick  Majes- 

'  ty  by  the  17th  ai'ticle  of  the  definitive  treaty  conclud- 
ed iit  f  ana^  the  IQth  of  f  ehroary^  ^763^  or  in  aa  great 
c&  extent  as  can  he  "obtained^^^ : 

The  iudifl'cietice  with  which  Congress  viewed  the 
evils  ot  their  system  of  paper  currenqy^  ..and  the  high 

*  >  - 
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ideas  Ifi^  «irter&iioed,  M        of  \h»^f:^i^y  $it , 
the  si-pat  faith  of  the  people,  may  be  i^k-Ja  the  re^ ; 
4ic4ution  pnssed  on  the  1st  September  to  limit  the 
.^idflsion  of  liills  of  credit  to  two  hundred  millions  of 
dollars.    And  ihid  too  tkey  considered  the  pubUck 
faith  as  pledi^ed  to  red^m,  at  the  6nd  of  the  war,  at 
its  nominal  value,  while  the  hi2;best  real  amouiit  which 
Cjould  be  raised  upon  the  same,  would  not  exceed  one 
fourth.    This  resolution  wii»  accompanied  by  a  let- 
ter to  their  cooslituentsj  in  which  they  eutered  at  large 
upon  llic  state  of  their  finances,  and  cndeavoopod.to' 
prove  by  a  train  of  sophistical  reasoning,  that  paper 
money  was  the  most  beneficial  medium  of  commeice 
and  exchange  whi<ih  could  be  adoptedr— that  thp  abiU 
;  itie.  of  the  people  of  the  United  <«ttle$  td^lS&i^ 
were  more  than  adequate,  and  that  they  We^o  plcdgea 
to  do  80,  not  only  in  their  representative,  but  in  their 
todividoal  capmaty.   «  We  should  pay  au  ill  com 
pliment,  (say  they)  to  Ihe.onderstanding  and  honour 
of  every  true  American,  were  we  to  adduce  many  ar- 
gumenU  tosUpw  the  baseness  or  bad  policy  of  violat- 
ing owrnf^^Mtm  ^n^^^*^"?  i!"''^*' 

snres  necessi#b  preserve  it   A  ban,^rupt, /aif/i/e^s 
repnhUck,  would  b^  a  |iiwel*jf  iii^i*M^ 
and  appear  among  reputable  nations,  like  a  cOiUlnoa 
^prostitute  among  chaste  and  respect.iblc  matrons.  Wo 
'  are  convinced  that  the  arts  andeflbrU  of  our  enemies, 
w  ill  not  be  wanting  to  draw  us  into  this  humiliating 
and  contemptible  situation.   Impelled  by  malice  aiwl 
^  the  suggestion  of  chagrin  and  disappointment,  at  not 
lidng  abU  toliend  tour  necks  to  theii  yoke,  they  will 
endeavour  to  force  or  seduce  us  to^  commit  thw  un- 
pardonable  sin,  in  order  to  subject  us  to^thb  poiiish. 
ment  due  to  it,  and  that  we  may  thenceforth  hO  a  re- 
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v  pjNadh  ai|d  a  fy.vrord  luiiong  ttenfttidag.  Appriz- 
ed     these  consequences^  knowing  the  ralue.  of  na- 

,  tional  character,  and  impressed  with  a  due  sense  ojf 
the  iuunntabie  laws  of  justice  and  honour,  it  Is  imr 
pt^scttle  tb^^meiif^  should  think  without  hmYonr 
«f  siith  itn  execrable  deed.  *  Belermine  to  finish  the 
contest  as  you  bcij;an  it,  honestly  and  gloriously.  Let 
it  never  be  said,  that  America  .had  no  sooner  become 

'  independent,  thAH  she  became  imsoleBt,  jor  that  her  ' 
kfifant  \.glorles  and  growing  ftnue  were  ohscol^d  and 
'tiurmshdt  by  biokiBn  contracts  and  violated  faitli,  in 
tlie  very  hour  when  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  were  . 
admiring,  and  inmost, adoring,  the  uplendour  of  her 

I'hisjeiter  was  manifestly  addressed  rather  to  the 
passions  than  to  llie  understandings  of  tbo  people; 
many  of  them  had  already  seen  cause  to  doubt  the 
existence  of  that  virtue  which  ii  the  only,9oli4ffHiil* 
;:datiGii  of  t^ubl^k  faith  ;  thay  coiitd^noi  be  m^^ 
'spoe  lhe  adrantages  of  ikiheovfj  which  produced  noth- 
ing but  misery  in  its  -practice  :  if  they  could  not  de- 
pend uponcacA  other  for  the  credit  of  paper  emitted, 
by  themselves^  what  right  had  they  j^o  depend  ttponL' 
:  their  posterity;  a  pnblick  faith  broken  ai  the- very 
moment  of  itr  being  pledged,  stood  but  little  chance 
of  being  redeemed,  when  the  objects  for  which  it.  was 
pledged  should  -  be  accomplished. .  Congress  lieyiBB 
c^ilimutted  a  iiiore  e^g{oa^  emtir,thaaiin^ft^ 
teATirf^.  floancie.  .They  saw  the  iifsuificiency  of  their 
hills  of  credit f  hiid  yet  persisted  in  emitting  them  to 
still  gi-eater  extent,  absurdly  supiiosing  that  the  con- 
fidence    the  |^e^^  beinoreased  ioprqppr- 
fioirio  the  magpgudet^of  Deterniined  a^ 
they  seemed  to  be^  to  regard  their  paper  money  as  a 
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hlessins;^  it  wa^i  their  obvious  daty Jo  have  made  it 
penal  iapay"  or  recieve  it  in  payment  under  its  nomi* 
hal  value.   The  puhlick  virtue  of  no  nation  has  eve^  ; 
been  fcMind  sullicietil  to  counteract  the  operations  of 
piavate  interest    it  is  the  ^a;r  that  coustitutes  the 
.morality  of  every  nation,  whether  its  government  be; 
republican  or  ilespotick.   Four  years  bad  passed 
since  the  first  emission  of  Ji^/s  dfcferftf;  and  their  ' 
credit  had  s;radnally  btit  uniformly  depreciated  in 
the  ratio  of  their  ei^issjou,  until ,  they  were  become  ^ 
but  lil^tle  better  than  waste  paper.   But  they^  *  weve 
now  ()lun£;ecl  so  deeply  into  the  sysiem^  tkat  they  ' 
were  compelled  eit!icv  to  give  up  the  contest^  or  tp  in-.  . 
crease  the  evil  by  further  cmir^sioiis. 

On  the  17th  of  September^  they  conferre,d  the  com-  ' 
'  ittission  of  Qaptain  ia  the ^avy  on  Lrientenant  Colonel: 
.  Talbot,  as'  a  further  reward  for  his  distinguished  gal- ' 
lantry  in  the  capture  of  the  Pi^ot  schooMcr ;  and  on 
the  34th,  they  resolved  to  present  to  Maj^or  Lee,  a 
gold  medaly  bearing  an  emblematical  impression  of 
ithe  attack  on  the  fort  and  works  at  iPowles  Book." 
The  appointment  of  ^Ir.  Jay  to  the  foreign  mission, 
vacated  the  presidential  chair,  which  was  filled  on  - 
the  ^th  by  the  election  of  Hamuel  Huntin^^ton. 

..The  convention  troops  of  Bnrgoyne  whicli  liad 
been  seittt  to  Virginia  in  November  1778,  'and  wbich 
still  remained  prisoners,  demanded  so  large  a  supply 
of  iijour  for  their  support,  that  that  article  became  cx< 
tremely  aeafce^.  and  Con^^ess-  were  coiiipelled  on  the  * 
idtti  of  Ocfober  io  adopt  the.  resolution  of  fading 
them  on  Indian  corii ;  but  they  at  the  same  time  direct- 
ed informi^tion  to  be  given  to  Sir  Ilenry  Clinton,  that 
passports  would  be.graii^ted  &rihe  transmission  of 
ionr^  if  he  ch«|e  to.supply  jth.emwi^  that,  article. 
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.    The  Clievali<Qr  de  U;  Lusenie^  -  presehte|l^^^ 
to  Conf^ms  oil  ttie  iTiili  i>f  Noveiniber,  and  haVlliff  . 

delivered  his  credentials,  was  recognized  as  Mini^itev  - 
plenipotentiary  from  the  court  of-  Fr^^^nce. '  *     »  /"J 
,  On  the  i9$ii^.  a  tc^oliiUoQ  was  (fassod  agaifi  rucoiii-  ; 
mending  ib  tlie  several' aiateB,  and  poiiifing  out  tbe 

,  urgent  necessity,  to  enact  laws  for  a  general  limita-  . 
lion  of  prices.    The  resolutions  which  had  becQ;^  ' 
heretofore  passed  on  this  subject,  90  fi^r  from  haviiigt 
resulted  in  any  bemefici&l^.  efi^  or  tehded  in  aiijr . 
Oiatiiier  to  keep  up  the  credii  (tf  ihci  continental  toohey,,  \ 
had  served  only  to  enrich  individuals  at  the  pnhlick  ^ 
expense  5  and  so  little  of  the  boasted  virtue  of  repub-  y." 

,  licks  was  to  be.  found  even  in  il]ie  .  Congress  itself^ 
jttiat  many  of  i(»  members  'took  'advantage  of  their  ; 
official  knowledge  of  these  measures  to  speculate  upon  •  *; 

.  their  fellow-citizens  toenormons  amounts*  v 
.1  In.  addition  to  the  two  hundred  iiaiUi^ns  of  t^||!:,  ;' 
own  paper  alreadjr  in  Qironlationi^ey  foiiihd  it  necesr  ^ ' . 
sairy  to  borrow  largely  of  all  '^he  European  powei9^  . 
with  whom  they  held  correspondence.    We  have  ^ 
seen  that  Dr.  Franklin  had  alread^-^  been  empowered  .i'^ 

.to  ^rrow  to  a  lai^  amount^  to  enable  him  to.honojar  ^  - 
the  jbillr  which  had  been  drawn  upon  him  hy  Cdn-  . 
gress ;  and  on  the  S3d  of  November  they  did  the  s 
same  on  Mr.  Jay,  and  on  Mr.  Laurens,  for  one  hun-  ^ 
drcd  thousand  pounds  sterling  each — the.last  of  these  ^ 
gentlemen  having  been  appointed  expresslj^  with  a 

.  view  to  negotiate  thts  Id&n  iti  Holland.  7  - 

Oh  the  lOth  of  December  a  communication  was 
made  to  Congress  hy  the  French  Minister^  thrpi^b     '  <. 

.cotninittoe~j^|i{N^nted  for  the  porpflto  of  wiuting  upoja  -/  t 
Umf  in- which  most  of  the' argomentd^^  w^^     hifd  heen . 
used  iii  the  ad  atatum  legendi  of  M.  Qorard,  were  re-/  • 
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peateil  to  f»liow  the  little  prospect  tbere  seemed  to  be 
of  a  peace  with  Great  Britain,  founded  upon  tlie  re- 
cognition of  Ameriraii  independence.    The  minister  , 
stilted,  that  Great  Britalu  was  iislDg/ every  possible 
indocement  to  the  different  powers  of  Earope  to  de- 
clare war  as;ainst  Franco,  while  at  the  same  time  they 
endeavoured  to  persuade  them  that  the  United  States 
.wece  disposed  to  enter  into  treaties  of  acconimoda- 
iion^^-and  that  many  persons  in  the  United  States ' 
were  actually  employed  in  nes;otialing  such  treaties 
Avith  every  prospect  of  success.    The  minister  then 
artfully  added  that  his  master  gav'e  no  credit  to  tliese 
suggestions  of  Great  Britsin,  but  that  It- was  essen^' 
.  Ual  to  the'  good  of  the  UniCed  States  that ,  neasiireii 
should  be  speedily  taken  to  prevent  the  other  ])o\>  ers 
of  liuropc  from  being  decieved  into  a  belief  of  them, 
ife  pointed  out  the  danger  of  «ufieriug  Great  l^ritain 
to  rtoain  in  possession  of  any  portion  of  the  United 
Btates,  and  the  necessity  of  prompt  and  vigorous  mear 
sures  to  prepare  for  the  next  campaign,  in  which  he 
promised  the  most  heaity  cooperatioh  of  his  most 
Christian  Majesty.' 

'  The  answer  of  Congress  to  this  cominunication, 

and  the  further  conferences  with  the  Minister  will 
be  given  in  another  chapter.  We  shall  close  the 
present  with  an^  account  of  the  successful  cruizes  of 
Captain  Paul  Jones^  who  sailed  from  L'Orient  in  Ju- 
ly, with  a  small  squadron  of  five  Vessels,  to  which 
he  acted  as  Commodore.  Jones  liimself  commanded 
the  Ban  Homme  Richard,  of  -iM)  guns  and  375  men. 
S^rom  L'Orient  he  sailed  to  the  western  coast  of  Ire* 
land,  and  thence^eered  round  the  north  of  SeotUuidi 
until  he  entered  the  Frith  of  Forth.  Arrived  oft*  Ham- 
borough  head  on  the        of  September^  he  fell  in 
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'  ^-  with  the  Baltick  fleet,  under  convoy  of  the  8ef apis 
.  i   •     and  Countess  of  Scarborough.     Captain  Pearsoa    •  j>' 
\     : .  who  commanded  the  Serapis^  liaviug  v^ceiyed  intelli- 
gence of  JonesVsitiiatiottiy  p 
'    \-    between  hW  convoy  and  the  hot^tile  squadrODi    Be  V;V 
'  was  joined  in  the  course  of  his  manceuvres  by  Cap-    ,  \ 

3.^\  . :    tain  Piercy  of  the  Countess      Scarborough,  and  a 
\ ;  /  '.Utile  after  7  oVloekin  the  eveinuigp  the  £on  Momme    )  ; 
•  '    /  JKf eftarit^  rottnded  to  withia  niultjEjel  shot  of  the  $ef a> 
"    •    -pis.    An  action  immediately  commenced,  which  has      .  " 
•  ..     never  been  surpassed  in  period  of  duration,  iu  sevc-    '      >  ' 
Jrity  of  conflict,  or  in  the  bravery  with  which  it  was    * .  /  / 
"  //  .^  >\8d8^ine4  <>^  Jl>ot^  The:j^iupis  li^aii  greatty  * 

.  ,     ' {i^p^ri<i(ir  to  (he  Jlem  tfomme  ttiehardf  but  this  firae  . 
■\      made  up  iu  the  determined  resolution  with  which 

/'Jooes  manceuyeired  to  lay  hi9  vessel  aloog  side, .  and 
; rin  wUch  he 

-  •  fore  and  aft,  and  ontilhalf  past  ten,  the  fight  raged  " 
^vV     with  equal  fury  and  with  equal  hopes.    Both  ships  /  ; 
^  '   ,  ■  .were  on  fire  more  than  once :  and  to  add  to  the  hot-  ^  ^ 

•  rair  of  the  scene^  the  Alliance  came  dp  eeveral  times 

.in  tbecour^e  of  the  action,  and  while  it  waa  too  ' 
"  •V.   to  distinguish  friends  from  foes,   poured   several    .  ; 
broadsides  into  both.    Captain  Pearson,,  at  length,  '  "  ' 
/  "f  /  i^^^nding  fuHlier  itisistance  iiseless^  and  having  allowed 
^  >    I  ^  sdfflciehttimeforliis  convoy  to  escape^ 
^       r    Jones's  ship  was  reduced  to  a  perfect  wreck,  and  it  * 
,    r  required  the  most  assiduous  labour  at  <he  pumps  to  ' 
.  ^  prevent  hec  from  going  down  bjeforejier  crew  could 
fee  -lrai^^  ilau^ter  Was  ^iembl^^  on  both  ' 

iidi6S,aiMlaieeldeilt  perhaps  rather  thatir  superiority  of   T:  ;; 
COOragc  or  skill,  determined  the  vi(  torv  in  favour  of  ^ 

Joiie9  9  for  a  short  time  beCore  the  coiiilict  t^ri^jinated,  - 

t    .  V  • 
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n  Spark  lighiing  upc^n^'^e  of  i&e  bMf idg^       the  . 
quarter  deck  of  the  Serapis,  and  commuiiicated  lire  ; 
from  ouc  to.aaotber  with  such  fatal  ei^ect,  that  oearly  ,       '  ' 
all  the  men  &baft  the  maihiiiMt  were  blown  japj|'|^id  .' 
4he^nsw5iidcre4 entirely* nselew^^'  V^^^  * .  ;  . 

i  W^hile  this  terrible  eiiu;a^eineiit  lasted  between  the      '  '  • 
'    Serapisand  the  Bon  Ilouune  Richard,  iUe  Fallasand     .  / 
.   the  Couotess  of  Scarborough  also  had  an  action  of  . 
near  fwo  hoair's  cbntinuancei  wMcb  resulied  in  thfal'  V 
capture  of  the  latter.   On  the  8<]  of  October,  Gommo-    . .  ! 
dore  Jones  entered  the  Texel  with  his  prizes,  and 
the  remnant  of  bis  little  sqiiadron^  having  takea  aud  '  v* 
rahaomed  during  his  cruize^  prizei^  Co  the  amount  of;  \ 
forty  thousand  pounds  sterling.     v;^' --''t^y ". ; .  \ 

A  singular  incident  occurred  just  before  the  Sera-  ^- 
pis  struck,  which  shows  Jones'8  character  in  a  strong^  ' 
light.    A.  report  bad  been  spread  between  decl^  .  ,  * 
that  Jones  aiid  some  of  tb6  principal  oQc^rs  were    :  - 
killed  and  that  the  ship  was  sinking.    This  alarmed " «' 
the  crew  so  much,  that  some  of  the  non-commissioned  ^  .  , .  •  ^  • 
o&cers-  were  deputed  to  go  on  deck  aud  sue  for  quar-;  ;  » 
ters;   Jones '  discovered  them  in.tiie  abt  of  fulfilling  ' 
titeir  mission,  aiid' ordered  them  in  hid  usi^al  peremp-  ^ 
tory  lone  to  be  shot.    They  all  escaped  below  but   «  > .  * 
'  the  gunner,  who  being  unfortunately  the  last  man,  a<^V     '  ^ 
pistol  which  Jones  threw  at  bin  strock  bin  on  ihe^ ' 
bead  and  fractured. Ms  skull  :  ttie.poor  fellow  lay  (n  . 
this  deplorable  condition  until  after  the  action,  whcu  "  /  >  / 
his  skull  was  trepanned,  and  he  recovered.    The  cry'-  ^.  ; 
Ibr  quarters  produced  something  like  a  cessation  of  > 
^  liostiliUes  for  a^t^o^eiit;  and  .the  captain  <>f  the  Sera^^  , 
pis  demanded  of  •  Jotiei*  if  be  fimd  strock ;  bni  the  liit* 
tcr  replied  by  pointing  to  his  shattered  Hag  still  wa- 
.  viog,  and  the  fight  wm  renewed  with  redoubled  fury. 

« 

*  I 
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The  Bon  Homme  Richard  had  upwards  of  300  men 
killed  and  wounded,  aad  the  is^pis  187.  UUed 
and  76  wonnded.  * 
It  was  not  until  after  several  applications  repeat- 
ed with  considerable  heat  by  Jones^  that  the  Dutch 
Admical  would  permit  bis  entering  the  Tcxel  with  his 
squadron  and  prizes.^  and  his  compliance  iii  t)ie  end 
produced  a  remonstrance  from  Bir  Joseph  ToAe^  the 
British  Ambassadniiv  at  tlie  Hague,  who  demanded 

from  the  Htatos  (ieneral  a  suiTcnder  of  the  prizes,  on 
plea  that  Jones  was  ajjzrate  ;  and  threatened  se- 
rious consequences  fn  case  of'  a  refusal.  ..Their  high 
mightinesses  replied  that  they  would  '<in  no  respect 

.  whatever  pretend  tu  judge  uf  the  loyalty  or  illegali- 
ty of  the  actions  of  those  who  have  on  the  open  sea, 
^ken  any  Teasels  wjbieh  4o  not  belong  to  this  cbun- 

\  try,  and  bring  thein  into  any;  oiftiie  ports  of  this  re- 
publick;  that  they  only  open  their  ports  to  them  to 
give  them  shelter  from  storms  or  other  disasters,  and 

,  oblige  themtoputtoseaa^ain  with  their,  prizes,  with - 
QUt  unloading  or  disposing  of  their  cargoes,  but  lett- 
ing them  remain  exactly  as  when  they  arrived  ;  and 

.  that  they  are  not  auliiorized  to  pass  judgment,  either 

^on  these  prizes  or  the  person  of  Paul  Jones.''  Sir 
jifseph  Yorke  was  compelled  foi:  the  pretent  t(^  be  sa* 
tisied  with  this  reply. 

-   L^t  us  now  return  to  the  military  operations  nf  the^ 
South.  '  '    '  .  .  • 
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Events  of  1780— Sir  Smrj/  (HintM  evaemtisMhode,  Jd^nd,  and  . 
prepares  an  e,TpedU^  to  the  S&M^Jhe  BrUiAJfet  arnve 
at  J^orth  Edisto,  and.  dUM^  the  ttrmy^Jtenemttrt  htr 
tween  the  British  mid  JkMrie0n'<kiva£^        Bimry  appean . 
before  Chnrle!don.-'-8i^aBHim  of  CkiMT^  IMieofH.^Edrl  qf 
Caithness  u  onnded  in  a  siirmUSt^CtuirUston  is  suifiimned  to  . 
surrender,  and  the  summons  reject^t^THe  eil«iHy*« *fl«)5ri«  fl W 
•pened.'^Dangerouti  situation  of  Linedn^Tem*'^  topitldM' 
tion  offered  hij  Livcnln  and  reject  edj^-Movments  of  the  Cavo^  ' 
ry,-— Surprise  of  Lieut  euard  Colonel  Washington  at  iMottk^sCot^ 
ner.—SuccP!is  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Whits  asniV!^:  a  forag- 
ing pnrtif  of  the  eiwuxy. — Disappointment,  and/ ditoomfiiwre; . 
at  Lenew's  ferry.— Sir  Henry  again  denutuds  the  wrrm^ 
der  of  Charleston,  which  is  given  up,  and  LinBolniindM^army 
hecnine  prisoners  of  war.  Terms  of  capitulation,  and  iMmericam  * 
loss-^Trenchery  and  punishment  of  Colonel  Hamilton  BttUen*- 
diue.—Boute  and  hutchenj  of  an  American  party  at  Uaxhmvhy 
Linifennnf  Colonel  Tarh  tn^.-^Measures  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
to  secure  the  submission  (jf  South  Carolina.— He  sails  foi' J^Tetv 
York^—Lord  Cornwallis  succeeds  to  the  commund.-^Hanifesta- 
tions  of  revolt  against  the  Royal  Mthority  in  South  CarrAihu.— 
The  Baron  de  Kalb  and  Major  General  Gaf,  s  arrive  in  *Vorth 
Carolina.-^Two  battalions  (f  militia  leave  the  enemy,  ami  re- 
join the  American  standard. — Gencrnl  Gates  advances  tnwB'ds 
Camdeu,'^Skirmish  of  firi^ij^ndier  General  Sum pter.— Gates 
and  Cornwallis  meet  between  Clermont  and  Camden.— Hat  fie 

'.-and  defeat  of  Gates.— Losses  of  the  Mierican  army,— Surprise. 

:  and  discomfitun  of  General  Sunipter.—Iietreat  nf  the  remuant 
of  the  American  army  to  SaliibuKy  aud  MUUboruugh^Their 
wretched  condition*  •  *     .      ^  • 

, .  The  news  of  tlie  Count  D'Estaing's  anival  on  the 
coi»t<»f  Geor^fly  had  ^ven  considerable  aUrdi  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  the  safety  of  NeW  York,  and  de- 
termined him  to  withdiaw  tlie  forces  which  had  been 


▲UBIUCAK  ]l£yOLimo;Br*     -  wswu 

"  ifrrong  idle  in  Rhode  Island,  to  assiist  in  Ms  defen4\>; 

ftive  nueafures.  Orders^  were  acooDdip^Iy  giyjeii|br^ltQ^ 
i  iej(r^i{|^ioil  of  J$[0wp6i^:aail  tfae'  Woops  uoder  Sir  Ro^^^^V 
iMNTi i^igbt  luar^^  Octo-  / 

fter,  1779.    Tlie  conduct  of  Sir  Robert  during  Uif 
,  command  on  Rho4e  Isjand,  had  gained  him  the  char-  ' 
>cter  huniibu^  f;  for  he  ha^  |^ritti|i«^  lioae 

lit  flio^|)]prediatory  excoMobs  Wlbfeb  had  Q<ic<^^j|$o  ' 
much  misery  in  other  quarters^  nor  were  his  troopg 
suffered  to  commit  any  needless  destruction  or  wantoa 
crueltjeii  ujpoa  their  quitting  Newport.  eViM^I^; 
tiQn  waft  itta4&;with  Old  uimoi^i^^iiplarUy^ 
f  pline^  and  ill  ai  ibanner  which  dlui  aj^  fliiQ^ 
r  the  soldiers,  for  their  exact  ohedicnce,  as  to  Genenil  • 
';Pigut  for  thehqmanity  which  dictated  his  orders.      *  . 
^    The  intellig^ce  of  the  t^puls^  of  the  combiDed  ar- 
:^y  ufm;^$iirwvi9h,  and  the^ subsequent  departure  qf 
'  the  Coint'iyEstains's  fleet  fr  om  the  American  coast« 
having  releived  the  fears  of  Sir  Ilonry  C^iUqq^zJ^ 
salety  of  New-York,  he  determined  togihr^i^^v]&:etii-' 
ployment  to  Jbh  army/  wbi9h  had  been; 
iEeinforced  by  anivaUi  ft^m  Europe,  hy  un^^lkin^ 
an  expedition  a£;aiiist  South  Carolina.    AVith  this 
view  he  committed  the  command  of  New  York  t0. 
lieutenant  General  Knyphaii«eh>  andembai»ked  hi|ti«;>  , 
r^^wiOijrOOOtrbops'o^^        the  fleiat and ti^iisj[i(»rl^'  '  . 
•iailtei'  ttie  direction  of  Admirnl  Arbuthiiot,  on  the  ;26th 
of  December.    The  weather  was  so  tempestuous  and 
,  6loriny,dpriug  the  passage,  that  several  of  the  tratta^ 
pprta  wete  loaiy  ^aiid  very  aerioos  injury  done  td^the  ' 
wbote;  diM  of  the  ordnance  «hips,  with  all  her  stores, 
was  sunk,  and  two  or  three  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Americans  5  he^i^es  whi(:h  nearly  all  the  horses  he-  - 
longing  to  the  expedition  perkhedi  Thefleet^|t^^^. 
voii.  IF.  88  %  '  ^ 
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fihaitered  coadition,  arrived  at  the  Tybee  on  the  last 
of  January,  where  the  damaged  ships  were  repaired, 
and  again  putting  to  sea,  the  fleet  and  army  arrived  at 
Nortli  Edisto  Sound,  in  South  Carolina,  on  the  10th 
f)f  February.    They  took  immediate  possession  of 
rlJohn  and  James  Islands,  and  on  the  11th  the  army 
was  disembarked.  Sir  Henry  was  now  within  thirty 
miles  of  Charleston,  where  General  Lincoln  lay  with 
.a  force  not  exceeding  two  thousand  regulars,  and  the 
"inilitia  of  the  towni  In  two  days  the  town  might  have 
?>een  liis ;  he  had  nothing  to  fear  in  his  rear,  and  no^ 
difficulties  in  front  which  might  not  have  been  ovei>. 
come  as  well  in  a  few  hours  as  in  a  month  5  but  his  ap-T 
proaches  to  ihc  town  were  so  slow  and  cautious  that 
he  did  not  accomplish  the  passage  of  Ashley  river  ua-  - 
}  til  the  Syth  of  March,  having  been  upwards  of  fort/ 
days  marching  a  distance  of  thirty  miles.  During  this 
ivhole  period  the  enemy  had  met  with  little  or  no  re-  - 
sistance,  until  the  27th,  when  a  rencontre  took  place 
ll^twcen  a  party  of  their  horse,  under  Lieutenant  Co-" 
lonel  Tarleton  and  the  remnant  of  Baylors  Regiment 
of  Cavali-y,  now  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Washington.    The  loss  of  horses  which  Sii- 
:  Henry  had  suffered  on  the  voyage,  was  soon  supplU-- 
ed  by  others,  M  hich  they  found  no  difficulty  in  pro^  , 
'  curing  after  the  army  had  landed.    The  rencontre 
ended  advantageously  for  Washington,  who  drove  the 
enemy  back  and  took  several  prisoners,  among  whom 
was  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hamilton  of  the  Royal  Rej' 
^  giment  of  North  Carolina.  ,  - .       ...  t^yi 

The  Assembly  of  South  Carolina,  being  in  session 
the  moment  of  the  enemy's  landing,  clothed  Gover- 
nour  Rutledge  with  full  power  to  adopt  any  measures 
which  ho  and  -his  Council  might  deem  necessary  for 


.  &e  safety  of  the  city.   His  first  . step  was  to  call  upon 

^  BulitiSt  in  the  wikl.aaitner'tQ  repair  to,  the  rfsn-i 

*  tfeanroas;  (mt  little  or  no  ellbci  Wing  prodnoed  by 

this  call,  a  j*roclamation  was  issued  requiring  every 

inhabitant  of  the  town,  to  repair  to  the  American 
standard,  under  the  penalty  of  having  his  property. 

/^n^scated.   This  prooUmatioq       obeyed  wiU^ 
gMtermlacrily'  than  theptevibns  <n4er  f  vei'y  few  of 
,  the  militia  or  oiwners  of  property  joined  the  gan-ison. 

General  Lincoln  had  been  indefatigable  in  his  endea- 
^  vour  to  place  the  town  in  a  state  of  defence,  au^  had 
called  apon  Uie  neighboortng  States  for  their  forced  aa/ 
f  wtj^lt  as  upoii  the  Spanish  Oovernoor  of  Havaniiah," 
;  fb  whom  a  promise  was  made  of  assisting  the  Spani- 
ards in  the  redaction  of  St.  Augustine.    Hut  when 
.  "the  enemy  crossed  the  rire^  his  whole  force^  regulars^ 
,  militia  andj^ailors^  did  ^^ot  jmobnt  to  MOCX  Three;., 
continental  ships  had  been  s^nt  by  Congress  to  aid  in 
his  defence,  the  moment  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  design 
:  became  known  to  them  \  and  these  with  several  others 
ialready  in  ithe  harbour,  fin^lS  U  impracticable  tode- 
ftAd  the  bar,  tcmk  ibur  statmn.at  VortMoaltriey^fi^ 
which  being  driven  on  the  SOth  by  Admiral  Arbnth-  } 
not)  they  retreated  to  the  city,  and  the  sailors  were 
"sent  pn  shore  to  the  batteries.    General  Lincoln  had 
cmisideiT^bly  extende4  the  redoobts  and  linea  of  de* 
'  fioee  which  had  been  tbrowti  up  in  the  spring  of  1779, 
60  as  to  cross  the  whole  Neck  from  Cooper  to  Ashley 
rivers.    A  strong  abbiE^ti^  and  ditch^  covered  the  frpnl 
0f  tUie  liniuiji  aud  between  ihiem  <^  holes  were  du^ 
al  short  distances/*  iti  die  jceuire  wa^^ 'e^^  a'strong 
citadel,  and  wherever  a  landing  was  practicable, 
works  liad  been  thrown  up  as  strong  as  ciicumstan- 
cee  would  allow  them  to  he  nu^de*  .  JU  all  this  we^k^ 
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•  SenendLhiGoliiliftdd^ll^f  assisted  n^tthliisowii  handR, 

^'  that  he  might  hy  his  example  as  far  as  possible  .ex*  *  . 
cite  the  troops  to  emulation. 

:  of  March,  and  on  the  Mnt  sat  down  before  the  Works*' ' 

>.  '        .  .  .•_ 

of  Charleston.    Lieutenant  Colonel  Pic  kens,  with  a   [  ■ 
corps  of  light  artillery,  made  a  gallant  attack  upon 
. .  the  van  of  tbe  enemy  on  tliiir  marcb^       th^  Karl  /  * 
" .  of  Caithness*  one  of  8ir.  Henry's  aidSf  was  il^oandod 
I '  in  the  iiyrmisli«  On  the  1st  of  April,  Sir  Henry  broka* 
.  ground  in  several  places,  and  in  pursuance  of  hisori- 
^  .ginal  intention  of  making  regular  and  cautious  apt.  * 
proaehes,  be^n  his  first  parallel  about  a  .thousand; ' 
"  jtads  distant  frpm  the  American  lines.   On  the  9th^*  ' 
■  -  Admiral  Arbuthnot  determined  to  make  an  attempt  to    . .  * 

pass  Fort  Moultrie,  \\iiitii  unilcr  its  hrave  commau- 
'    der  in  1776*  had  so  succe<^srully  resisted  a  similar 
attempt.  Tbe  command  of  this  fort  wa^  now  entrust^.  \  * 
ed  to  liieoienant  Colonel  Pinkney,  an  officer  evei^ 
"way  qualified  for  ihv  (liiruult  and  important  task. — 
The  British  Ad miraL  however.  bein«:  favoured  with  . 
. .  A  strong*  sontherly  wind  ^nd  ilojud  tide>  accompUsfaed 
.   bis.^ject  with  bnt  little  loss^  hiaving  only  27  seamed.  • 
*^  killed  and  wounded,  and  one  of  his  transports  run /'^ .  * 
,T  ^aground  and  burnt  by  the  crew.  No  other  opposition.  , 
'  interyening,  the  fleet  ancltored  w  ithin  the  harboar 
;  Ireadf  to  epopmt^  with  the. laud  forces.  On  the  ioth 
' .  8ir  Hehty  having  completed  his  first  parallel,  sum- ; 
•.*  moned  tlie  town  to  surrender;  to  which  General  Lin-  •  . 
.  '  coin  made  the  foUowiug  reply  :  ^<  Sixty  daj^s  have  • 
.  been  passed^  since  it  has 'been  known  that  your  inteo* 
*  iions  again<9t  this  town  were  hostile^  in  whkhf .  time 
has  been  afforded  to  ahandon  it  ;  hut  duty  and  incli* 
'  nations  point  to  the  propriety  of  supporting  it  to  the 
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'  ..Hat  «)c4rcinity."    Whilo  this  suuiDionswas  pending,      ^ ;  • 

y >i^!alr% -who  b«d '  Accomp^  ^1t9fi'\ 

•  .  r  hundreil  miles  in  twenty-eiglit  days.    These  added 

nothing,  bowey^i  to  ibQ  stren^^th  of  the  garmpn ;  for  ' 

'/  * .'  s  'wlMMre'i{]tf»is  !tf  «6^rv»Qe^x[iired  iKirlng  the  siege,  jiImuh  • . 

•  *  '.'  dotietf  tiie'^  orks,  and  to  their  etei:pal  disgrace  :marc^^ 
v  ed  oft' to  their  respective  homes.     ''^  ^'  ■  /  " 
:  •  K-  Qii  tbe;?e€eption  of  Gen^iral  14iKsd^^.^.raii8i)vter  to  the 

,   '  out  intermis.<^i()n  until  the  ^O'Jl  The  fire  M  as  return-  . 

•  .  •  •      » '  ^ 

ed  by  the  besieged  with  equa,!  vigour  5. but  their  iiii^  \  v  \  - 
Iiad  JHiffered  contiderabbs.^magtfro^  *' 
*  •  tafs'^of  tKe  lenemy,  wiiei^a^  lM>i  tittle  impresaion  ha4'  * 
^^7,  .'/'been  madfe'tij)on  til c  besie£;ers.    Durins;  this  interval  ,  •  ' 
'~  \^   the  enemy  had  completed  their  second  parallel  about  T  a  . 
*        i  »x  hundred  yards  in  advattce  of  tb^  fir^t^.  Titei  situa^  >/  ' 
.  /fioii  W  GI^iietal  tihcoln  wail  i|Oiii$  b.^^^ 
critical :  the  enemy  being  in  possession  <fif  the- fiat4!H)ttr^^^  • 
.        and  of  Charleston  Neck,  there  remained  hut  urie  pass  . , 
^. :  .open  k)T  bis  retreat,  naively,  acros^i^.  the  Cooper  riv,ejf,... 
"  .  "         along  ita  eastmi  biMish*  ^       OWB  opiiuan*^  Vm|  , 
' " '/  'decidedly  i|i  faVoarof  vetri^tlclc;,  but  ttiecivU  antbo-  . 

.   •^ntiiia  were  equally  opposed  to  it  :  they  rei^arded  the  .* 
. '  .     'loiss  of  their  capital  wilh  .suqh  feeliui^s  of  borrouif^  "'^^  ^ 
. .        that  they  could  not  be  bnii^gbt  .to  «Qe  (be  dang^if  / 
.      -  which  attended  ihmr  ]^^ 

'       Mfd  entreaties' of  4^  hin],\9eli»rfhined 

*  Oeneral  Lincoln,  contrary  to  ills  better  judgment, 
.iOf^aio.    His  sitaation,  however,  b^coiu^g  more  - 

'  aild  moie  cjritk^>raiiethet  ^ttocjl «((  w^  'was^0alted  <  ^ 
mk  iha  ftiat^  whidi  resoUod  ia  Q&  following  d^irmi^^'v  V 


1    •  . 
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By  distressing  inconveniences,  if  not  altogether  im-  , 
practicable  for  the  undermentioned  causes,  to  wit,  i; 
the  civil  authorify  u  avene  to  i^  and  inUmated  ia 
^  Oiraiicil,  that  if  attempted  they  voiild  counteract  thi^- 
laeasure— S.  It  must  be  performed  in  face  of  the  cne- 
\  my,  much  superiour,  across  a  river  three  miles  broad, 
!i  in  large  ships  and  vessels,  the  moving  of  which  must 
be  Iregulated  fogr  the  wind  and  tide— 8.  Coold  these 
iibBtaclea  be  surmounted,  we  must  force  mir  way 
"  through  a  rousiderable  body  of  the  enemy,  in  fullpos- 
Sfifssion  of  the  passes  on  our  route  to  the  Santee^.the?- 
^ly  road  by  which  we  can  retreai*-4..  Supposing  n$  :; 
Wrived  at  that  river^  new  and  dan^eroos  diftcnlties 
are  again  to  be  encountered,  from  the  want  of  boats  ^ 
to  cross  it,  with  an  army  wasted  and  worn  down  by 
action^  fatigue  and  famine,  and  closely  pressed  by  the. 
enemy  i^-^Hr^  advise  ther^feiei  that  offers  of  cajitlft-  v 
Jiiftbii,  before  our  affairs  become  moi%  cntieal,  should 
be  made  to  General  Clinton,  which  may  admit  of  the 
/army's  withdrawing,  and  aiford  security  to  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  the  inliabitants.^   Sir  Henry  ; 
Glittton  in  the  meah  time,  having  receiTedfareittforcef 
meut  of  3000  men  from  New- York,  and  completed 
Us  second  parallel,  rejected  tlie  proposed  capitula- 
tion, and  commenced  his  third  parallel  within  a  bun-' 
^red  yards  of  the  American  works.  \^  - 

©eneral  Lincoln  perceiving  that  alVfarfbi^'resis^ 
tance  would  be  useless,  if  the  enemy  succeeded  in 
-  completing  tliis  third  parallel  which  would  bring 
Mm  upon  -  the  transverse  .  ditch»  determined  to/ 
make  an  effort  to  intercept  the  pn^ress  of  his  vmk. 
For  this  purpose  on  the  night  of  the  of  April, 
a  sortie  was  made  by  Idetttenant  Colonel  Uea* 

t 
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y ;  V  :  .  *dmoii.  of  tbe  South  Carolina  '^line,  at  tBe  head  of  . 
;.;  •  -  SOO  men,  who  made  a  bold  attack  upon  the  enemy's  \ 
.  *  V*    advance  who  wei^  engaged  in  the  work^  kiiUed  seye*  •  •  • . 

-  \.     iia}^  and  te^k^^^^  ^  ] 

'  ioo  stroing  to  suffer  any  imp^din^nt  t^m  this  bAIIj,  '  ^  '  \  ' 

\  "    .     and  no  furtlier  attempt  was  made  to  obstruct  their  '  - 
progress.    On  the  26th,  another  Council  was  called 

to  determine  tbe  expediency  of  attempting^  a  retreat,  '  -*  ».V 


ed  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pinckney  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  garrison,  immediateljr  after  the  British  fleet 
had  . passed  it^  wiw  iiow*  iii  p^aemon  of  Uiecetii&iiiy,^ 
iKHrd  Gothwallis  with  aportuNk  ol  l!he  niinfinrt^ents^^ 

hjid  invested  the  town  on  the  north  side  of  Cooper 
river ;  and  the  enemy  were  in  uncontrolled  possession 
of  alLthe  i^untry  between  the  Cooperand  the  Saatee 

riteri,^..    .  ■  *  V^;-;-';  . v-->\  v.,; 

Before.  We  imiceed  wlili  the  (briber  operetiotMi  d^ 
the  siege,  it  will  be  proper  to  notice  some  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  two  adverse  corps  of  cavalry  ;  and  the  . 
jttlempt  which  had  beea  made  to  keep  open^  a  jiass^  :!, 
retreat    dovtmour  Rntled^  having  left  Mir.  - 
Gadsden  with  half  the  executive  council  in  the  city, 
had  himself  quitted  it  with  the  other  half,  for  the  pur- . 
pose  of  C€|llecting  the  militia  ai^d  estahlisbing  a  snc-^ 
'  eei^^  of  ptMtts^  to  secoire  if  poe^ible  tt^  Ktineii^of  tfae^^ 
airtoy  at  the  liult  idome      "He  had  eflrtafeHshed  two.  ^ 
camps,  one  on  the  Santee  and  the  other  between  that  . 
and  the  Cooper  river;  but^neither  his  zealous  exer-  . 
tions,  nor  his  dictatorial  power^  could  bring  t^^ 
tia  t<»  his-ataiidard  ui  auy  req^ectobte  force;  To  aid[  i 
the  6<yrenioiir  in  his  efforts,  General  Lincoln  had  de 

tacbed  from  hie^  ^.^ak  and  inadequate  ga4:risonj  800^ 

■  •  •  ■  • .  .  ■  ■■•    ■ '   ■    •  • 

'  I* »    •     .      >       •    *.  • 


'Digitized  by  Google 


I 


.....  . 

.'■  '  ^  *  '  AMBEICAK  BKVOLUTldlf.  '/ 

ly  and  militia  ,  to  effect  the  object  of  keeping  the  road  ?     '  . 
^PV^^^^      retreat.    In  ortler  to  cou attract  these  eflbrtg,  ^  i.; 
.  , ;  aft  well     to  cominete  li  is  iave^stiuire  of  the  town^  Sir 
Bettry  CllQtpn  .deta^bed  Lieutenattt  Colonel 
.  «tei%  wiHi  A  cor|ii9bf  i6w  meii,  ihriudiiis;  Tarletmi^a  ;  ,   .  ^ 
'>?v  leiiioil  ami  Fer«rusi>n's  riflemen.    iMiifliiii:  tliat  the  '. 
American  ( avnlry  still  lay  at  Monk's  Corner,  Lieutea- ,  . '  " 
.  .ftiit  Col^iiel  Wel>8(er  determined  upon  aUeinpiin^'  a  ; 
.  8«rpi*i»r,.  and  breaking  up  the  post.    With  thisvifew    \  * 
oh  the  ni^ht  of  the  14th  April,  he  pushed  forward  i 
through  by  pathsj  and^eacheil  the  American  videttea  *  \  '\ 
witbont  dUcoV^rj.  Lientenant  Colune)  Tarleton  whi^    "  ' 
led  Uie  van.  waa  solifisk  in  bis  movemedts-  tbat  he  v  * 
;eTi(ered  tlie  eawp  as  soon  as  Ihe  videttes,  and  a  vige^  ^ 
ous  assault  was  immediately  commenced.  The  Ame-      ;  / 
rkan  cavalry,  though  accoutred  lor  action,  were  soon    .  • 

/  looted' a|ni09t^m^  .  .  . •  ' 

^onUy  Lientenant  CtdonelWashihgim 

/  '  .  troops',  saved  themselves  by  an  acquaintance  with  '/-J 
'  the  intricacies  of  the  country.  The  assailants,  having     ;   . ; 
.   thus  ebtain«4'P0^9es8ioQ  of  the  place,  committed  the  \ 
>  i  ^nost' horrible  miitrages  upon  the  defense^eas.  io^bi-^   /  ; 

tants.    Attempts  were  made  by  some  "oif  the  BritLiil^  . 
,    '  dragoons  to  ravish  several  ladies  of  the  first  respecta-  "   ^  ^ 
.  '  bility  ;  ,but  to  thehonour  of  the  officers  who  command-      *  ' 
(ied;^  thm  wr^bes  ^^    promptly  applrehended  and  .  - 
^  tibnislied.   Odr  lose,  ih  thlaatoir  was 
' '  '  42  wagons,  nearly  200  horses,  and  a  very  large  quan- 
tity (»f  a  mmanition  and,  stores  of  vario^ua  forts,  fell  in- 
'p^,  the.  hands  of 'the>neai(y^ ;  Seven  ^^efre .  Jj^Uled,  and 
I      wonMed :  TOoat    the  U^^ 
•  V  iWhom  was  Major  liernie,  of  Pulaski's  legion,  who 
was  wo.anded  in.  seveiral  places  and  jnaugled  in  the 
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/'   biiive  lnirm^Himate'<^cer  expend 
-  \  he  tiad  sued  for  quavtev,  was  barbarous  and  cruel  in 
~    the  extreme:  lie  survived  his  wounds  t)ut  a  few  hours,.  -  : 
and  died  .rej^hiUiD^  the  oim 
';«id.execnttiQg  tlie  Mraiitoit  crneltieB  of  th6  enemy. 
After  gatniiig  possession  of  this  post,  Lieutenaut  Co- 
lonel Webster  c«>ta!)lished  himself  on  the.  Wando^ 
.     where  he  was  soon  joined  by  Coruwallis, .     '  /  ,  V 

After  the  fatal  siir prise  of  the  Ainericait  ciiyalr)^  iHk^^  ^V* 
Mbnk'«  Covfier,  they  withdrew  io  riorlk^^^c^^^ 
Santee,  where  they  were  left  under  the  command  of  • ^ 
Lieutenant  Colonel  White,  ofMoylan's  regiment.— i  r 
.  ^  Perceiving  the  extent  to  which  the  foraging ,p^^tie^l.1>f;/^j,^ 
.  I^oird  Corn^alUa,. carried  .tfa^l^.  tmtch  foriujijpliilf  V'^^ 
. '  Lieutenant  Cblofldl  li^ite  deteraineil'nponinfenikpi^-!  .^^^^^^^^ 
in;^  tileui  ;  and  for  this  purpose,  lia\  iui;  ordered  boats 
to  meet  him  at  Lcnew's  ferry,  he  crossed  the  Santee.  .  * 
fell  upon  .a  foragtiig  par^  of  tUe  4>neniy  w  hick  he  com- 
*  *   pletely  tooted;  eaptdfed  a  nufmlfer 'bf  prisonm/aafdf  ;  ^ 
retired  to  tlic^  ferry.  TWiidati  whi^ 
ed  there  for  the  tran*iportation  of  his  corps  to  the  oppo- 
^9ite.^hore,  were  not  in  readiness  :  Lord  Comwailisj^    ♦  >  * 
;  Ji  appears.'  had  .obtained  informatioiiQf  his  mdvenieiik  ' . 
from  a  ToAigee,  and  despafolied  iyeutenai^  G6l|[^6r/; 
'  Tarleton  with  his  cavalry  to  intercept  him.    White,  . 
.  in  momentary  expectation  of  the  means  of  conveyance,  / 
remained  at  the  ferry,  until  Tarleton  unexpectedly 
feU  upon  him  :'tiiei98iie.]^a8'a9f  it  had1>eeaftt  Mpnic?flf/;/ 
Cohier  ;  our  cavalry  ^urere  ' totally  rooted,  thirty    V*  - 
forty  Avere  killed  and  taken,  and  the  rest  saved  them-  '* 
>clves  hy  swimming  the  river,  or  plunging  into  the 
swamps  :  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wasliington^  ^!^jo^    ' ' 
Jameson  and  fite  or  six  privttesy  tir^tfi4t^iaiseh«8  W ' 
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ibe  streMQ,  vitb!leM«j6r€an  i^n A' i^ireli  Altera  botfStfjr^v 

puslied  tlieir  way  through  the  British  advance.  The.    .  . 
Jiritisb  prisoners  which  had  been  taken,  heios;  at  this  C 
. /^il^^       a  bc^t,  GrosBing  ibe  nvev,  seeing  the  sue* 
'i^^  rose  upon  the,  guards  and  releasf'' 

'  Sfr  Henvv  Clinton  havins,  in  the  mean  time,  com-    .  '   *  ^ 
'<^'{,^eted  , his  third  parallel^  which  placed  the  besieged 
\^iijiiig€^    his  'Atrcjf  with',  a  view  io  iprwkni  an  nse* 
;  •  1^  on  ihfe  Sih  of  May^  Vftadease-^i- 

.  *  cond  demand  of  (iioneral  Lincoln  for  a  surrender  of  , 
'  y  the  town.    Linc  oln,  finding  it  impossible  for  the  gar-  .    ^  ' 
mm  to  holdout,  and  being  told  by  his  engineer  that 

'  >^  was  cbmptaltea  t«  'accept^e'  terms  o^red  by  his  ad* " 

'      versary  as  far  as  they  regarded*  bis  troops  ;  but  hop-  '     /  . 
^g  .l^iat  he  might  be  enabled  to  make  better  terras  for 
'  iiie'nMliU&  and  inhabitants  of  the  town,  be  excepted      '  x 
'  t1iein*in  iiis  answer  to  thesummon^.  Sir  Henry . Ciin- 
//i6n  ifas 'jiot  dispm^  to  recede' frtom  hiaftnt  d^aikd, 
'    and  the  batteries  on*  the  tliird  parallel  were  opened.— ^       •  * 
'    Under  cover  of  the  tremendous  fire  from  these,  the    .  ' 

eoemy  were  .enabled  to  pass  the  ditch  by  sap,  and  gain        . '  . 
/  ihe  counteriscai^of  the  o^  £vei^;^; 
'^  i&ll^  and  notbiug  remilinibj^'to  '^  '  > 

prevent  an. immediate  storm,  the  citizens  who  liaij  at     •  *  . 
first  insisted  on  the  exceptions  in  their  favour,  now      .   '  ' 
//  '"laaw  the  necessity  of  sniirnission  ;  and  the  proposition 
"  yip^iis^     €^iteral  lancoln  to  sarrender'  on  the 


le^Brilisb  coumatider.   TbisofE^  was  ac- 

i ' -cepted,  and  the  capitulation  was  Hie;ned  on  the  11th. 
;  ;.^The  terms  granted  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  Adnu« 
:  '>  V  n\  Afbuihiiot  do  niutli  heilour  to  the  character  of  these 
'    ^Win|i^t«i.M  of  the  two  ar- 
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.     •:     fbii^iilS  ftt  tbe  WiiiirviB9^  iurtiileiry  and  all  ather  paV"  ;  /  . 
•      '  ,  !  Vlfck  siores  \sh6iilil  1m  gurrendercd  iu  their  present  .  ♦  * 
«tftte  to  the  besiegers — tliat  the  continea^i  troops  and      .  » 
'   sailors  should  regiain. as  prisoners  of  /irot 

'    '  '  fc^     is  ittilMd  io  the  Biritish  tMrapj^^         mili.  ' 
lia  should  be  permitted  to  return  tu  their  respective 
.  ^"       ^*owes  as  prisoners  ou  parole,  aad  be  protected^  in  y '  • 
»         their  ^p^80Iia  and  property  so  long  as  (he;  ebsemj- 
.  V  ^w  iNii^^  aiek  and  wiftiiiid^:  akimld^^l^^^ 

coil^naed  nnder      cafe  of  their  Wh  surgeons^  and' -;:;  .v  - 
\  .  -      be  supplied  with  such  necessaries       are  allowed  to       'V . 
'the  British  hospitaIs--that  theoflacers  of  the.attiy    •  ^ 
and  navy  ahcmldM^pehmtled  to^sk^^^^  , 

he  aeafcHedv and  that  such  of  them  as  ehose  to  dis- 
,   ,  ;      pose  of  their  horses  in  town,  should  be  at  libetly  to 
,   -.  do  so,  hot  nonp      be  taken  out  of  town — that  the 
.  ^liQle  gamsOii  should  ,  at  an  appointed  hour  mairc^ 
//   ^.  mi  of  ik^  U^^ 

the  pli^e  and  rihe 

-  » the  drums  not  to  beat  a  British  march,  nor  the  colours*  ;. 
. '  '  t^  be  uncas^^-:-4^t^.the  French  consul,  his  house,  ^  * 
;  ^peraand  m0vei|li»le  pro  pi^t^v    '  . 

,;iuid;iA]^^  proper  timi»  A66  \ 

granted  htm  to  retire  to  any  place  that  might  be  agreed  , "  v 
upon  between  the  British  Commander  and  himself,.  " 
he  considering  himself  as  a'pFj|oner,onvparolfi-«4faftt  ■  - ' 
^  all  the  ci^il  bSo^  i&n ^  citizoaii  ^ho^h^  >  v/  ; 

iog  the  6iege>  should-  ho  prisdnert'  on-  parole,  their'      '  * 
persons  and  property  to  be  protected  on  the  same  con-   ;*'  \    '  / 
dition  granted  to  the  miliiiihrthat  the  ctabjecta  iif  . 
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'France  end  Spaia  should  have  the  same  ie^.to^^ftS^ 
tl^ite.aUowed.to  the  French  consul^ 

ei  bpfe^lrespective  con^mamdios;  oiiceTs  ob  tht  ISli/j 
of  May,  and  a  flag  vessel  appointed  to  2;o  to  i^AiUa- 
.   tlelphia  with  General  J^lacola'a  despatciies. 

The  \w»  of  the  enemy  during  this  jsiege,  amounted ; 
'  Wttotnore  tiiiii  70  .kiliedy  and  1B9  wounded*  .Ooir 
loss  was  103  killed,  and  157  wounded ;  among  the  for- 
'    mer  were  man v  brave  and  highly  regretted  officers  of 
distinction.    The  number  of  prisoners  which  surr 
T  rendered  ti»  the  Aritbh,  im^lnding  militia  and  the  lU'^ 
'  (habitanta  of  -  iilL  dasses  amounted  to  &|pQO;^l|al- 
•  €^enpral  Lincoln's  efl'ectivc  force  did .  not  exceed 
2,000  men;  of  whpm  an  unusually  larg^  proportion 
were  offic^ni^'V0V^iBg*'4or  the  circumsiiuice,  of ;  offipets 
-  .flockih^  tb  tlie  Wtaiidiifid  pt  their  ci»i^y  at  the  fii»| 
call^  fHthotit  being  able  io  bring  'with  them  ttie  foartli 
of  tlicir  rec;iinont<  or  companies.    There  were  in- 
.  eluded  in  the  capitulation,  one  Major  General  and 
brigadiers ;  nine  colonels  and  fourteen  I4euter  ' 
Colpne^la ;  ^tii^en  Minora,  ^eigh^-foiik  commimdi-^ , 
aiits  of  eolmpames^  the  aatme  nnmber  of  liieiiienants, 
.    tind  thirty-two  Sublieutenants  and  £nsigns.  No 
, :  less  than  400  pieces  of  artillery  and  other  ordnance, 
ieil  into  t^hand^of  the^enemyi  5>f  wli^ch  Sii  pieces 
;3^6ve  iii^Hhe'ciQr  alone  r  three  ^erfcan  (Hgi^;  oniar^ 
r  jfjrench  frigate  and  a^olacreof  :16  gunaj^  ii(^teabo 
'  tj.  among  the  spoils  of  the  enemy.  ^ 
ci;^"^ An  instance  of  treachery  was  detected  in  the  com- 
mencefl^eiit  of  Che  ii^,-  in  a  Lieuteniuit  Cdi|)n|(l 
.  '  Haiiinton^  to  pass  to  d|e 

•  \  JS^^SU-'bcamp,  witjii  drjiwings  of  the  town  and  wprkji* 
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/•  v•^;,;r  He  wa«  fortunately  discovered,  ap|i|ckended,  i^ud 
V pnulshed  with  imraedijite  deaU^^ 
X:,  '^  V  aV  ,.  Tlid  lo9s  of  pUflyrUs!^  and  its  appendages  of  mea  . 

\  '  %  -  -r.  it  imty  be  iicitiirtecl  whether  the  toWii  was  worA  '^ar- 

*  inc  at  such  a  sacrifice.    General  Lincoln  would  un-  • 
/  >'V^\;  ,  douUte4lj         ^^handpned  it  to  its  fate,  and  have 

V  -    ^  ^li&ha4 te^  to  poTsiie  hii  own  Jitdgij|$Qt ;  W - 

'    .  was  impossible  to  listen  unmoved  to  the  entreaties  of 
..  ,  .J.-;  the  many  respectable  inhabitants  who  flattered  theiii- 
selves  with  the  expjWitation  of  assistance  from  their 
^^^  i^.   h  atatei^  apd  the  tiap«»  of  liekig  aJ^ie  to 

'Vl«;>^llold  but  against  tlie  be^tegers^  until  afl-  titreat  wai;' 
. .   unhappily  cut  off.   General  Lincohrs  reputation  how-  . 
,  ever,  was?  too  w.elL^^&blished^  tu  suffer  in  the  estima- 
te of  Congress^  or  of  the  c6iiuitaiid^jr  in  chi^i^  for  , 

J;  icouragev'wa*^ 

.      ^  Tlie  xnoit  brilliant  success  bavins;  so  far  attended  . 

•  t-'-  i  X:  Sir  Henry  Cliuto^^  he  determined  if  gos-  ' 
:      .  sj^^  reducing  thiB  . 

r  .J'-):  :,WbQle  ^te*<tf,  S^tb  GaicoUiuf  1^  ^oifif;  . 

V      "were  for  this  purpose  established 'm  various  parts  of  . 
.c\^  ibe  country,  and  Lord  Oornwallis  with  a  large  body  . 
%     of  trpops  ; moved  up  the  npcth  side  of  the  Sautee* 
•  j/^^aidijil;  repeivedia^^  h^s%airch,  that  sob^ 

:  >  '  Aia^iaAetLn  parties  were  colTected  ia  the  upper  p%ph|  - 
V    .    of  the  state,  amoni;  whom  was  the  rear  of  the  Virginia 
.  ' line,  consisting  of  300  continentals,  under  Colonel 
,  l^^rts  ^^^^^^  C9l<>liel  Tarletqi^' ; 

ivibfiL  Us  payal^y 

them.  Tao-letou  i^oved  %^tth  *  gceat  celerity,  an<l  ^ '  > 
qai^  up  with  theq[i  at  Nassaui  in  fiil^-fouc  ^l^ur^^ 


\      1    .  V- 

« 


t: 
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,  thatt  100  miles.  His  appearance,  being  whblly  iinex-^f^ 
pected,  produced  considerable  astonishment  to  tlie^ 
AmericauH,  already.  Diue|i  weakened  |iy  long  marclier^/ 
lud  dispirited  bj  t)ieir  i^^coDt '  losses.  '  Tarletoo^^jiBi^  ', 

^mediately  sent  a  flag  demanding  Aeir  flttrt^nder  vpoal  ' 
the  same  terms  ^rknted  to  the  ganison  at  '€IharWt<Mi; 
but  weakened  as  the  Americans  were,  his  offer  was 

;  instantly  rejected,  and  a  combat  ensued  on  the  ^9thof 
llajT'^  which  Insulted  in  the  complete  discointtnre  of 
the  Amei^ns,  108  of  whom  were  kiUed^  andf  ISiO:^'^ 
so  badly  wounded  as  to  be  left  on  parole,  and  53V 
prisoners.    The  colours,  baggage,  and  jsniall  rem-  • 
nant  of  the  artillery  belonging  to  the  SQuthern  .  army, 
fell  ijototfaehand^  of  the  ▼ftctora,  whose  losa  a]notint%' 

«  cid  tono  mom^ihan  7  killed  and     wotfnded.  Tll^^^ 
continentals,  finding  resistanre  would  be  vain,  had 
yielded  early  in  the  action,  and  sued  for  quarters  » 
but  Tarleton^  to  hi^  eternal  disgrace  as  an  officei;^^:.^ 
cbtltannedito  pfiess  npon  t&ein^  audio  bntcher  the  nn^. ; 
resisting  soldiers  even  while  ^lifting  their 'handtf  m**. 
supplication  for  quar I ers.    When  arrived  at  Cam-  '* 
den  with  the  bloody  trophies  of  hie  butchery,  lie  w  as 

■  iewar4sd\hy  l4>vd  fDornwaliis  with  the  most  extraya<^^  ; 
^ant  e)ttc6mioins  onlus  heroisHU  .  -  a?  ' . 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  now  deemed  the  Toduetion  of;  ' 

'Bouth  Carolina  so  complete,  that  he  began  to  pre-  " 

^are  ibr  returoiug  to  New-  ¥oxk.    There,  was  scathe-* 
]y  ^  ihaa  in  the  stale  wlio  was  not  eith^nr  n  pnapi|«> 
or  a  snbniissive  subject  to  the  British  anihoflty  ( tini ' " 
Sir  Henrvin  his  letter  to  the  minister  for  American  - • 
affairs  boasted,  and  with  too  much  truth,  that  the  in- 
habitants  wi^ie  flocking  to  him  from  all  quarters,  to 
ndmoifled^  titek  alle^^  and  offer  their  aervicM 


to  Ills  majestj-.    It  was  Sir  Henry's  policy,  indeed 
■  ,  to  admit  of  no  neut.a.ity  in  bis  new  conque";    eve^*",  ; 

^#;V^f7        B'itish  authority,    was  regarded  InV  - 
•        •  ;  »»r  W.8  mere  p«.f«.?„  ^ei«l^= 

^^.  .  .turne  to  tl.e.r  allegiance  were  called  upon  to  tak«v  >  - 
.'.  e        an  active  part  n  snnnnri  „f  '  „, 


>.  e       an  active  part  in  ...pport  of  his  :«ti:„..i;!' mT 


•  *:.it  •   —  '^v.ui^  niiposea  upon  them  Uv 

r.::  ,  .  «.eu-  conqueror,  induced  Sir  Henry  to  he liJ»^  tiTat  a 
:  •      few  months  would  place  the  whole  southe  n  oo„  i 
..^j^.  nent  at  »s  feet,   It  had  been  a  favourite  .chenrol  -  ' 
.  fie  tnghsh  ministry,  and  sirHeniy  now  exulted  a    •  ' 

•        tm  r      .         "  ">  --mplishi  to  y  • 

J..;,.,  form  a  royal  nucha,  in  each  state,  around  which  ■• 
ho  tory  .nhahitants  should  gather,  'and  form  a  2^ 

V  .  ,  ^^lue. each  other;  and  though  Sir  Henry  had  been 
,>  enough  in  America  to  find  out  that'^^he   riendt  " 

*f  h..  Majesty,  made  but  a  contemptible  p„rtio,"of  •  • 
the  p«,ple  of  the  United  States,  he  w's  still  set  ed    '  •  ' 
byth»  clumcra  to  fancy  the  forced  snbmissior„r 
those  who  were  unable  to  help  ahemselves,  a«  IZ^L  -' 


.  / 


SIS  AMERICAN  KEVOLUTIOK. 

ilcnce  of  the  general  return  of  loyal  feelings.  It  was 
perhaps  fortunate  for  the  United  States  that  the  Eng- 
lish Ministry  continued  obstinate  in  their  belief,  that 
the  rebellion  was  but  partial ;  and  that  those  who  had 
taken  up  arms  agaijist  their  sovereign,  had  done  so 
only  because  no  chance  had  been  presented  to  them 
€)f  fighting /f;r  him.  They  had  found  among  the  real 
adherents  to  the  royal  cause,  so  much  fidelity  of  ha- 
tred to  their  rebellious  brethren,  that  they  were  not 
snlTiciently  cautious  in  marking  the  distinction  between 
a  com|mlsory  submission,  and  the  spontaneous  im- 
pulse of  loyal  feeling  ;  and  the  British  Generals  in 
America,  tedious  as  their  service  had  been,  had  not 
yet  acquired  more  wisdom  in  this  respect,  than  their 
masters  at  home.  But  let  us  leave  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton on  iiis  way  to  New  York,  for  which  place  he  sail- 
ed on  the  5th  of  June,  and  attend  to  the  movements 
of  his  successouri  .      .  .  ^    »  ;  n  .»•"«•  .  • 

Lord  Cornwallis,  we  have  seen,  bad  anived  at, 
Camden,  by  the  time  Tarleton  returned  from  the  mas- 
sacre of  Bn ford's  party  at  the  Waxhawg.   From  ihis  ^ 
place  he  detached  a  corps  of  liglit  infantry  to  this  set-, 
tlement,  which  Iiad  nut  even  yet  submitted  to  tiie  au- 
thority of  the  royal  government.    Brigadier  General 
Rutherford,  of  North  Carolina,  receiving  intelligence 
of  the  advance  of  tliis  corps,  collected  about  800  half 
armed  militia,  with  which  he  determined  to  meet  and 
give  Ihcm  batHe  ;  but  Lord  Cornwallis  chose  to  avoid 
the  contest  by  recalling  his  detachment  to  Camden.  ^ 
Cornwallis  having  now,  as  he  supposed,  finnly  esi»nli- • 
lished  his  authority  at  Augusta,  Ninety  Six,  and' 
Camden,  and  received  the  submission  of  (he  whole 
interrening  country  began  to  think  of  extending  hh 
conquests  into  North  Carolina,  when  the  departure 


of  Oie  conmiauder  in  chief,  niada  it  pccessarj  for  hrm 
to  K»tu>n  io  CTiarleston,  leaving  Loriu^^^  > 
,  maiid  of  the  niyal  forces  at  Camden*  > 

,  >  *'X  I 

Tbe  calm  which  followed  the  success  of  the  royal'r,  • 
^  nrmy,  was  not  of  long  duiation.    The  intonigeucfv.fr: 
J  which  Cornwallis  hacj  constantly  kept  up  with  the'- ' 
'  tories  of  North  Carolina,  and  which  had  been  such  as  : 
^.'  to  make  him  secure  of  the  reductipn  of  that  sUtc>  at  ' 

his  leisure,  began  to  assume  a  different  character  5  his 
"  Jfrieuds  began  to  find  themselves  in  the  minority  ;  au4 
add  to  Ws  mprtification  it  jsoon^a^^^^         that  evc«' 
the  .siit)jaMi>siori  of  South  Carolina,  was  not  so  complete 
-asT  he  tiafl  fancied  it.    The  inhabitants  began  to  show 
•Hliea-  dissatij^faction  by  endeavouring  to  dispose  of 
:>  their  property,  and  abandoniug  the  state.  So  frequent  .  • 
did  these  instaaces  occur  that  Lord  Cornwallis  at 
lepgth  found  it  necessary  to  iasue  a  proclamation,  for- 
bid din  gall- sales  and  Iraasfers  of  property  withoutali-  . 
V  (ccnce  from  himself,  and  strictly  prohibiting  all  ma?^*.  -  ' 
Vters  of  vesseU  from  transporting  any  persons,  black  or 
'  white,  out  of  the  state/^i^ut  a  passport.    In  Korth 
Carolina  the  impatience  of  the  fories  was  not  to  be 
quieted  by  theprudeut  councils  of  Cornwallis;  in  pro- 
portion as  these  manifestations  of  patriotism,  increaa- 
^ed,  they  become  restless  and  refractor^',  and  the  con- 
sequence was  that  many  of  them  lost  the  chance  of 
.displaying  their  loyalty  by  the  vigilance  of  their  re-  ' 
publican  fellow  citizens.    One  party  alone,  of  about  a 
800  men,  under  a  Colonel  Bryan,  succeeded  in  escape 
ingto  South  Carolina,  and  joining  the  royal  forces 
at  Cheraw  Hill.  .  -  ^  ^; . .  , 

In  this  state  of  affairs  Major  General,  the  Baron  ' 
de  Kalb,  who  had  been  sent  by  Congress  to  thc: 
assistance  of  thc  struggling  patriot^  of  th&  aouth.  ' 

VOL.  11.  *  40    .    '         -  V^  ,  ' 


.  /     Arriyi^d^atHilkliaro^       North  .C«^^ 

forcel^i^pO  cofitiotntaUy  co^poBeu  of  t1|e Maryland ' 

lines.    His  approach  every  wlieie  re- 

•  JUiimated  tlie  flroopin!^  spirits  of  ihe  iuhahitaots,  and 
%  the  inililiucolle4:ted  from  all  ^uaiters  to  join  his  stantlr 
•.ttilTl--tl^iit  of  Nortli  OaroUna^ lender  £1;^  €^gweU^ 

luif^  that  iof  yirgiuia  under  Birigiidiiiri'  General:  8te- 
,  veils,  were  eiiihodied  and  ready  to  join  him  on  the 
march.  These  appearances  induced  Lord  llawden  to  ; 
\'    draw  in  several  of  hk  post^  and  ccn^tract  his  forces^ 
nvithin  a  uarrower  icompass.  Thci  Baron  de  Kulb  hAd  \ 
not  proceeded  'far  in  lib  advance  fr^  Hillsborou^  - 
hcfore  he  was  overtaken  hy  31ajor  General  Gatcs^  to 
whom  the  command  of  tlie  Sou^  bad  hceii  enirusted 

^  by  Copgress.   His  bigU  miH^r^  reputation  ensured;.'  . 
him  a,  welcome  reception,  and, 

.  wUli  general  joy,  aa  the  ptesai^e  and  Surety  of  sue- 
crss.    It  produced  a  total  change  in  the  views  of  ma- 
ny, \vho  had  exchanged  ih^r  parole  for.tbfv  oath  of  . 
allegiatice^  and  brought  again  to  the  Ameripaaif^taniUv 
ard  thosis  who  hfvd  b^en  lulled  into 

'  by  the  proclanmtions.  of  Clinton  Wnd  CWnwaUi  - 
Among  Iheise  instances  two  deserve  to  be  mentioned. 
Lieuteiiaut  Colonel  Ly  le^  who  had  heeq,j^a«ed  from 
his  parole  on- professitig  himself  » liege  subj^t|t  ,oar- 
ried  off  a  wbole.  baftalion  oit  militiaji  wilh;^^  c^p^ * 
ments  to  thefrontiers  where  he  jollied  6eneKiV8ump- 
ter  :  another  battalion  which  had  been  appointed  to 
oacovi  the  sick  of  M^Arthur^s  regimeut^  down  the  Pe*.  - 
dee^  rose  upoa  their  oIKcers^  and  q^rried  th^. .  whoto  • 

.^eUcbmenV?¥^^^<^  ,^l>  pnsouers  into.Korth,(!;a««^^ 

•  Una. 

.  These  manifestations  of  the  spirit  which  it  was  now 
ihe  bu»4acs%^of  ible«ml.  &ates  .to  festtr.  and  dirndl, 

'   '   'C  • 

- 
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«ffldcied*Bnii  into   fatal  reliance  n^on  an  incofipeteut  ^ 
fSd^e: '  He  Md^eA  strongly  jBotkite^'on  his  liiarchy 

by  Lieutenant  Colonels  White  anil  Wash  in i;ton, 
(yi^h^  'on  the  fall  of  Charleston  had  retired  \>  itli  tho^' 
lt^riant9  <^ their  cavalry  to  North  CaroliQa^)  to,i|it^- 
pose'Ms  'atttbority  in  ai4  of  tteirdS^rfe  to  recruit  tuiiBi  / 
shattered re^inetito^  Bnlip^hether'becatiselie  had  no  \ 
confidence  in  tlie  aid  of  cavalry,  or  from  whatever 
other  motive;  he  paid  no  attention  to  their  earuest.jpOr , 
licitationil,  -and.  tfaiey  Were  left  to  elritg^ie  9^  .thcy^]. 
could*  wilbr  their  own  unlisted  efforts^'  IBoth  ihe^e* 
regiments  (formerly  jVloylan^s  and  Baylor's)  had  seen,; 
€onsidora!)le  service  of  the  severest  kind ;  their  otli-^ 
cers  were  hrave  and  skilful^  and  though  they  hud  met 
"with  little  else*  than  nisfortune  abd  di^ster^  thej,had . 
constantly  dis{dayed  an  nnflannted  spirit^  and  were  .^ 
undouhtedly  the  most  useful  corps  attached  to  thft  . 
Southern  army.    General  Gates,  committed  also  ano-  v 
ther  mistake^  in  changing  the  route  which  the  prudeuca  ^ 
of  tlie  JBatoH  de  Kalb  had  pointed  out  for  the  advance 
of  his  troops  towards  tte'€nemy.   Belying  too- inncfti  '.  ' 
upon  his  strength,  and  perhaps  trusting  too  proudly  to ; 
the  influence  of  the  reputation  w  liich  he  had  acquired/  , 
hill  anxiety  to  engage  th.e  enemy^  wafi  too  impetuous  ^ 
tor  allow  him  to  inake  a'cmiuitous  mansh^  where  a  di-^  . ; 
iwdt^t^ad  would  leit«[  liim  inoire  speedily  to  their  sighiE. 
The  Barou  de  Kalb  had  chosen  a  road  which  led  . 
through  an  abundant  country,  from  which  daily  sup-  , 
pll^irtould  b0,ic«dily  dri^wn  for  the  troops— the  near- 
er*H»ad  ihib  yhicb  Gates  tiirhed  them,  led  thto'uglka^ 
sterile  anji  ttinly  settled  comitry,  which  yielded  nothinjg 
hut  green  corn  and  unripe  fruits.  The  consequence  of 
this  imprudence  was  that  his  army  ttuffercd  a  sudden  . 
and  considerable  reduction  by  disease^  their  strength  ' 
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a,nd  spiriti  were.  cnfeeWed,  aiifl  ilie  libipses  swfTerinj 
for  tlie  want  of  forae;e  became  of  little  use,  at  the  mo^ 
mtni  when  all  the  eueri^ies  of  his  army  were  H^tild. . 
to  meet  a  fresh  and  eager  fpe- *  -V' 
',^enera4  Grates,  hbWevei^  ci^ladimed  hu  t^lirc 
'der  an^tbm^AlfficuUks^towfu^  with 
Brigadier  General  Marion  on  his  riiijht,  and  Sumpter 
on  bis  left.  *  Arrived  here  with  only  the  creek  between 
luim  and.  Lord  Kawdoti,  the  latter  thous:;htitiicces»a-' 
rj  to  4^aw  in  Lis  (^o^ib  attd  retire  toGamdiny  whewe 
.lie  'despittclied  intenis;enGe  tor 'Lord  Goro^allb  ^f  hh. 
situation.    Gates  followed,  continuing  to  march  up 
the  north  side  of  thccreek  to  Kudgely^^  mill,  where  he 
took  post,  sand  where  for  the' present  w^  shall  leam . 
^IriiD}.  to  attend  tcl^aome  of  the  akirmiriieB  of/  Marira 
IjiBfd-iSiimpter;   >    : /  >^  ;         '       '  •  ' 

v  Qn  the  30th  of  July,  Ihij^adier  General  Hiuiipler 
baiiiDg  collected  the  militia  under  Colonels  Lacy,  Kr- 
urine,  and  Neale,  ji](iiied  Major  Bavie/- on  the  oerlh' 
of  tlie  ;^axhav$V       ardetof'mina^n  *to  a^taqlii:*!^^ 
iBritish  post  of  RockV  Mooht;  which  had  Wen  left'in 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  TiirnlMiU,  with  150 
New  Yorlf  volunteers  and  South  Carolina:  militia.^ 
-  pjfkd  fpr  the  purpos^  i^f  concerting  liicaLsureftfQtr'M 
'ingik^  other  post^  Vitkin'  iheh*  ijeaefa; ;  On  ttei  ii»i 
August,  Humptcr  approaclicd  Rocky  Monut,  hui4h46 
natural  strength  of  the  ])lftcc,  assisted  by  the  bravery 
and  skill  of  the  officers  who  defended  it,  rendered^  Uia 
attcBipts  io  enrcy  it  three  times;  ndai^aliing,^  *  ila?1»g. 
'  ni  artillery  lie  dfiew  off  after  the  ibfrd  attempt,  and 
retired  to  his  frontier  position  on  the  Catawba.  He 
had  lost  several  of  his  detachment  in  the  assault  and 
one  of  his  hravest  Colonek>  Neale.  ^  Major  Davie  ia 
the'meait  ttkie^  li^ug  tbal^  a  partvof  the  ganison  of 
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Tehrvnips  from  an  ejccursiou  bad  halt^^] 

on  them:   They  Wfi^^  three  c»mpa*\i6g  if  JJ^ryarf^ 
loyalists,  who  had  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  ?<'oi  th  / 
.Carolina  iwitiioif  a^d  esta^pcd  a  ^.lun  l  time  bcimr,  into  . 
48fo^,Piijjft^  (  ftutjiHi  jina  des. 

.^t^itiA  1^  ^makifl§  his  apprbacjifes,  ihaj  thB  pai^  Mrf-r^t 
completely  snrronntled  hfefore  they  knew  of  tlirtnPlliii- 
^gpp,  «  TAicy  were  nr.M'ly  all  kilU'il  or  \\  oi)n(]t'd.  ami 
-|)HLTOlyrought  ofl' Nvith  liim  sixty  horses  witU  i^ji; 

position  until  his  troops  wei^  refreshed,  and  rejoined 
:  by  Pavie,  advanced  on  the  ()lh  of  Auj^ust  to  the  -aa- 
.iTuiH.pf  Hanging  Ko<?kr'V'A''^4*J*^^  was. hold 

^  «if  .  lea^ii  Wcl  i*9giiib«u^;.  and  the 

remnant  of  IUvjio'h  loyalists.    The  attack  coininenc- 
£d  against  the  latter^  w  ho  were  sooa-;)^!^  |q  flightjiiJhft  c 

^  point  of  the  bayonet.  -VlM^^soiii^ict^^ 

lierce  and  donhtful^  hut  tlie  enemy  liiivinj;^  lost  nearly 
^all  their  officers  a  nninhej:  ^ol'iij^ep,  at  length  feH 
pUck^  but  femed  anew  iii4be  .^x^t,  <jif  their:gjt)6iti^ 

';-S»impterstiU  continued yjgoro(it*ly  to  jirrss  npon  them, 
.l)ui  without  effect ;  his  uiilitia  had  hccn  tiuowo  into 
V  diaiirdcrhy.Ui^pir&yi^^  succet^s,  and  noeflbrtsOjMtlfl^. 

fore,  wftli'tte'pldflbii^Sftiid'buo^^  akeady  gaitied,  ^ 
and  Iwought  oft"  his  men  in  t;o(fd  order,  in  the  face  of, 
the  enemy  who  made  no  attempt  to  interi'ui^^^liim.-^ 
Compter  lost  several  othk  effieen  and  J|if^  4 1^)^ 


ooUecti^  anrami  biin  all  tbose  who  Wfre  friendiy  to. 

the  American  cause,  placed  himself  in  tirc  morasses  of 
the  Pedee  and  lilac k  rivers^  and  made  mAuj  soceess-  - 
fuL  attacks  upon  parties  of  the  enejny  who  vitijklj 
flongbt  io  discover  and  bn^k  op     vehdeaYOOf. .  ' 

On  HW  arriyai  aC  VUtAgd\y^$  m\\\,  Gen«ral^6ateB 
received  information  from  Sumpter^  that  a  party  of- 
tUe  enemy  was  on  .  the  way  from  Ninety  Six,  with, 
stores  forth^  main  araiy^at  jUamden^and  thati¥iUi  tlia 
as8i8£anc6  of  artillery  he  ooold  intercept  them  as  thfey 
passed  the  ferry  on  the  Wateree.    The  request  of 
i^uuipter  waj!i  immediately  complied  with^  and  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Woolford,  of  the  Maryland  Une^  was* 
•dcBtackeik.  ,t6  liis  ai^  ii^iih  fonr  hnadwd  meH  mii  twd 
ielfl  fiieees ;  and  (vates  wlth'liis  arm^jr  tfaos  weakened 
prepared  to  advance  |till  nearer  to  Camden  :  he  had 
been  joined  here,  l|owever,  by  General  Btcvens  with 
700  Virginia  tnilitta,  and  seemed  to  think  it  a  matter  el 
coarse  thai  LokA  HawdoU' would  retire  on  bis  appear-* 
ance  before  Camden,  as  be  bad  done  fVoth  Xiy'ndiV* 
creek,    liut  Lord  Cornwallis  was  now^  there  witli  all 
bis  dispqsaiile  force,  ready  aqd  cfi^er  for  battle. 
.  Tiiere  seems  to  hai'e.b^eik  a  fatality  of  erronr  in  all ' 
t6e  calcnlations  of  General  0ates^  retspeellng  tbd' 
Bouthern  army.    He  ou<;ht  to  have  kno^vfi  enonj^h  of 
the  character  (jf  Cornwallis  to  he  assned  that  he  would  * 
never  avoid  a  battle,  and  that  al  the  pre^nt  occasion  it 
.was  hi;  interest  to  >eek  it^  as  the  preservation  of  his 
conquests  depended  npon^his  r^tainin^  possession  of 
Camden.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  General  Gates 
could  have  remained  i^^norant  of  Cornwallis's  march 
fipon^Charleston  t^  Camden^  and  yet  uotliiiig  but  such 
igW^icetpolf  Mcusa  his  wteakemng  l^s  force  at  the 


.    .  -        '  '  "  .         '       /  '''' 

>rtbtncnt  >\  heri,  if  liis  oljject  had  becft  ^foaxie  the  fin* 
,tish  ainiy.  ^Qir«ii»i»  he  aboQld  have  ^qalled  in  all  his 

siiperiiNliy*  diK  tlie  Very  ni§iitiW'^£^0^^^i^r 

Budgley's  mills.  Lord  Comwallis  with  the  view  of 
snrprisiui^  him  in  this  position  marched  out  from  pam- 
deii.  lia<l  previously  issuqdr<jw*ders,  being  H^^^ 

fll6  line  of  mareh-aiid  ordier  of  %aUle/  ^^£^^6op<  - 
were  dirccU'd  to  be  leady  tt)  march  at  10  o'elock  on  '' 
the  night  of  the  loth  of  August,  with 'Colonel  Av<' ^ 
maiid's  small  squadron i>f  eavalv^yin  advance/Colotiel 
PorU»dieUF4[ilig|it  infantry  on  th6  r^ht'^^aiife  o|\^- 
mand,  ami  Major  Arm^<m$^s  '  ihfiuiiry  «a  the/^eA^ 
hoth  to  he  in  Indian  tile,  two  hundred  yards  from  the 
road.    The  first  and  sex^ond  Maryland  Brigades,  ' 
formed^  thefiopt^divifiioQ,  Aftter  tlie^i^Umiwir divisions  ^ 

cavalry  ftinned  the  rear  guard.  "  The  VSol^army 
this  moment,  including  oilicers,  amounted  to  no  more  ' 
than  2Q(r^f  of  which  only  about  970  infantry  and  ca» 
vmlrff  were<»nj(iiiei^!^8b  (3)(H^  force  wa^  mue|i  ^; 
.inferior  in'  nnmbers^  being  only  jiboni  i^OOOvibllinlary*':^^ 
and  cavalry,  but  the  greatei;  part  of  them  were  well '  -  * 
4ii$cipliued  regulars.  • 

The  advanced  corps  of  the  two  armies  met  some  ^. 
ho^rf;  before  ftiijr-ligbl  on  f||o  monni^^     4}ie'  l^ili> 
abdttl  intdway  b^tWoen'the^o  poWliNilto'vMbh  they 
had  both  set  out,  at  tlie  same  hour,  the  evenin 2;  before. 
Armand's  legionary  corps  were  almost  instantly  ' 
thrown  into  coufusioi^^d  driven^. ba^feiipon»  tiiejeadn  .  J 
iii|;.Mai3rla|i4  Mi|^n0iM9^i!4ujch;p^ 
voidable  disorder.   ITb^  iwo  itei^  ' 
iufaairy;  however,  under  PdHerfield  and  Aimstroiig  S 


•  •      .  •       •  .  ^ 

■  .      '  ■     »  *        ■•  '  . 

.    .    fijnllantly  opposed  tlic  proi^ress  ()f  the  enemy's  vtiiij        ,  \ 
.  /  s  .111(1  s(.!nr  prisoDers  havinjr  hintn  taken  on  both  sides*  -  . 
.        .^tluj  two  Generals  .for  the  fijrst  time  learned  the  pnnd^  " 
;  .     li^iij?  cif  their  iniuetf  ;  ^t^^^^^  ^ 
^  ;   tjicr  being  willing  ta  rbk  n  £aUl(s  in  the  dark:  TUc 
. -V*  gmnad  was  extremely  iint'avonrahle   for  General   -  I 

•  Giites  ;  as  the  deep  swamps  on  both  sides  of  hiiu,  ptre»  ^ 

*  !  ,  *  y^iived  hist  dertvioj^       a^vautago  frpuiJus  ^at Bit-- 

•  pQiiontj"^     extenttiiig  bisU^e  of  attack ;  while  on  th^ 

:     ;  ^  olhcv  h^iuT  i  t  enabled  CorBwafUft  W  iMesent  as  l)oM  a .  ^ 

-  front  with  liis  inferiour  force  as  he  conld  lia\  e  done  "  • 

'         Avilh  double  hiH  ntimbera.  The  pause  was^einployed  \«* 
^  \  '  ,l^jr  tiotk  Genetab.  hl^Iir0pavill$  for      t^pearafiOQ  JOf-  . 
'      "  lip;hh  -The  British  anny  displayed  in  -one  lin^iOGCtto  - 
/    '    pying  the  wliole  grouud  l>etiAreeii  the  swamps,  the 
'■•  .  ri;;Ii(  under  Lieutenant  Ccdonel  Webster,  and  the  left 
under  liord  Kawdon       froDt  of  the  line  Lieutenant 
]|i«Leud  of  the  ahiihety  was  posted  wkh  two  .6^  and' 
two  3  pn^ml^t*».  "The  reserve^  with  tWo  6  ponmlers, 
look  post  in  a  second  line,  one  half  opposite  the  cen- 
'Ire  of  each  wing;  and  the  cavalry  held  the  road, — 
7'  '  *  t^eiieral  Gates  rather  iojadicieusly  made  a  cliange  in 
'*  '  ibfe  original  disposi^  Qeueral  Gist 

,    V  wiiK  the  second' Ularytand  brigaile  and' the  Bclaware 
y  '    regiment  took  the  i'i2;lit  ;  General  Caswell  -with  the  | 
,  [  '     iiorth  Carolina  militia^  the  centre  ;  and  General  Ste- 
yens  with  the  Virgtuiar, militia  took. >ho  .left|  being 

*  thus  oppoaecrto'ilM)  biwi.  ^wps  ortfie  .enem^ 

*  \Vel)s(er.  The  first  Maryland  brigade,  under  Gene 

ral  bmalhvood,  formed  the  reserve ;  the  artillery  was 
■  '  __ 

*  '     divided  amoiig  tbe  several  brii2;ades.    Theiiarou  do 

.   Kalb  lxi^^on  the  Hne  of  batiki.  hii.dbeeff  entniated, 
iook  |ipst  .Off  iht  Tv^ht,  and  •  General  Oatos^  oa  the 

*  luad  bet vvtieu  the  ittise/rve  and  the  frput  line.  / 
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*  V/fli'einjudicions  advance  of  our  left  which  took  place  ' 
"  about  day  lip;ht,  was  instantly  obpei  ved  by  tJie  enemy,  \ 
Wd  Colonel  Webster  .was .  Qrclere.cl  ^  charge  Qpoa  ' 
.  iOieiii  with  Us  Teierans  $  tbe-artiUaYy  from  <tar  cenlre 
';was    ^  «am6  tiaie  opetieil  and  the  actfoh  soon  be- ' 
came  general.    Stevens's  militia,  as  ought  to  have 
Vbeen  foreseen  and  expected,  being  uai^lc  to  stand 
^lagfunsithe  siKiGk  of '^^ebfl^r's  yi0^^taff9^nU«x 
-rone  tre,  threw  down  Iheir  araitf^'aiifl  toolt  lo  flight ; 
and  the  North  Caioliua  brigade  in  our  centre  soon  fol- 
lowed their  example.    All  attempts  to  rally  these 
cowardly  fugitives^  by  their  respective  Gt^m^ds^ and 
'  Gateain  persoay  pioted  ineffectaal;-  they  -  coaiinaed 
'4o  Tun,  nor  did  they  stop  ontil  tbey  had  reached  a 
place  of  ignominious  safety.    The  second  Maryland 
^  brigade  and  the  Delaware  regimeoty  had  now  to  sns- 
•otain  the  whole  force  of  ifa^  actiilii  f  and'Jiiost  gaUaaUy 
A^as  ii^mtained  for  a  boasiderable  time.  LisiflHnm 
Colonel  Howard,  who  commanded  Williams's  regi- 
ment, end  wlio  was  in  the  van  of  our  ri^lit,  several 
times  drove  in  the  enemy  nndair  J^ord  Rawdon.  JDa 
and  Cfist  were  paibing  on  witb  evident  advail' 
tge,^henthe  shamefiil  flight  6f  the  militia  opposed 
>  to  the  enemy's  riarht,  enabled  Webster  to  bring  his  ' 
v:1^hoie  corps  against  the  reserve  of  Bmallwood^  who 
}Meame  lipfotake  theplece  oFibefogitives.  Tbreetimei; 
TSmaltwodd  was  od»tielIed  to  give  ground,  andibtea 
•  times  returned  to  the  charge  with  desperate  valour, 
)'.«intll  Dixon's  regiment  of  North  Carolinians,  who  for 
^  a  time  seemed  resoWed  to  wipe  away  the  stain  from 
ibeir  Hying  conhtrymiBii/  s^  las)  followed. tfcelr  exattii- 
pie,  and  compelled  th^  Marj^Snders  to  quit  the  une- 
qual contest :  De  Kalb  in  tne  mean  time  gallantly 
ported  the  right  and  madeadeiperataohiuegtlii^tli 
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'       *  • 

the  bayonet^  in  >v  hick  he  gniaed  a  decideil  8iipmori« 
iy.  But  Lord  Cornwallky  now  diacoveiiiig  our  en- 
tire want  4)f  cftvalry,  ordered  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Tarleton  to  make  a  cliarere,  M'hile  his  whole  force 
was  concentrated  against  Qur  brave  troops  on  the 
right  The  ooQaequence  was  deoisive ;  the  gaUant 
JMarylanders,  and  the  heroick  regiment  of  Delaware, ' 
were  compelled  after  doing  all  that  soldiers  could  do, 
to  save  themselves  as  they  could.  The  enemy  pur- 
sued them  for  nuare  than  twenty  miles  from  the  field 
of  action^  and  the  defeat  was  in  every  respect  com- 
plete. *  ' 

Onrloss  on  thiii  occasion  was  terrible.    The  brave 

r 

J3e  Kalb  at  the  head  of  the  Mary  landers,  fell,  covered  . 
with  ^vonnds;  which  he  survived  only  a  .  few  dajj^s*. 
As  he  fell,  ooenf  Ms  aids.  Lieutenant  €k>lomd  de 
Buysson,  caught  him  in  his  arms,  to  save  him  from  the* 
uplifted  bayonets  of  the  enemy,  which  this  heroick 
young  man  received  in  bis  own  body.  In  his  dying 
.  moments,  he  dictated  a  letter  to  General  Smajlwood^  , 

'  the  worthy  snccessor. to*  fais  command,  in  which  he 
expressed  the  most  ardent  affection  for  the  Americans 
and  their  cause,  praised  the  bravery  of  the  Maryland 
and  Delaware  troops,  wliiqh  be  said,  had  eyeo  ez<>  / 
torted  the  admtratkm  of  theenemy, and  declared ihe 
satisfaction  which  he  felt  at  having  fallen  in  such  a 
cause.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Porterfield  was  also  mor- 
tally wounded,  in  the  brave  stand  which  he  had 
made  after  the  dastardly  tight  of  Aimand's  corps, 
^  was  also  Brigadier  Oeneral  Gregory.  -  Brigadier 
peneral  Rutherford,  of  the  North  Carolina  militia, 
.was  wounded,  and  unable  to  rally  his  troops,  sur- 
^dered  to  a  jparty  'Of  the  pnrauers ;  and  Major  Tho« 

'  mas  Piiikbey,  one  of  General  Gates's  aids  was  also 
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%011'iidod  sad  taken  ^Hsoiier*  BeMdes  tlMse^  ourmr^ 

my  had  to  lament  the  luss  uf  many  excellent  officers. 
The  field  of  battle^  the  road  and  the  swamps  for  somo 
distance,  were  covered  wiUi  the  wounded  and  slain. 
.The /SelawaM  r^gMnetit  was  literally  cut  fo  pieces^' 
less iltan  two  oenipaiiieB.'beiiig  left;  and  more  tban 

'  a  third  of  the  continentals  were  killed  and  wounded. 
Dixon's  NorUi , Carolina  regiment,  which  deserves 
the  nuire  piidse  as  being  the  only  one  out  .  of-  two 
brigades  that'  stood  ihe  fight,  stitfeted'alsb  very  ae" 
verely,  having  lost  nearly  100  killed  and  wounded, 
and  more  than  SOO  taken.  The  whole  of  our  artille- 
fjr^  nearly  300  wagons^  a  lai*ge  quantity  of  military 

.  MtOftk  and  baggage^  fell  into  the  hands  <rf  the  efiemy. 

./The  British  state  their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded^ ' 
including  11  missing,  to  be  no  more  than         hut  it 
is  probable j  from  the  extreme  severity  of  the  action^ 
and  the  braye.atand,pf  onr  troops  on  the.  side  of  Lord 

.  Bawdon,  that  they  have  estliuUed  licdnslderably  be-- 

low  the  reality. 

Complete  as  was  the  defeat  and  dispersion  of  our 
•  anay,  the  Maryland  and  Delaware  troops  gained  im* 
peri9hahle  lanreU  their  conduct.  General  Gist^ 
Ciolottel  Otho  ll.  Williams,  the  Deputy  Adjutant 
Oeneral,  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  E.  Howard,  all  of 
Maryland,  and  Captain  Kirkwoud,  almost  the  only 
officer  left  of  ^he  Delaware  regjimcin^  were  endfently 
iponspicnons  IhroOghont  the  action,'  tut  the  cobl  and 
determined  bravery,  zeal  and  skill,  which  they  dis-.' 
played.  Nor  is  it  possible  to  withhold  from  Qul9nel  .- 
Dixon  the  most  unqualified  applause. 

In  the  iBoantitte,  Qeoeral..  Bnmpter,  hairing  bee»< 
joined  by  the  detadnnent  nnder  laentenani  Colonel . 
Woolford^  comjpletely  succeeded  mi  his  ^tiempt 
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against  the  British  convoy,  and  learning  soon  after- 
wards the  defeat  of  Gates^  took  post  at  the  Catawba, 
Fords  where  he  Bopposed  himself  seeare^  OomwaU' 
lis,  however,  had  received  mfiiraiatioii  of  his  move* 
ments  and  situation,  and  immediately  after  the  battle 
of  the  16th,  he  detached  Colonel  Tarleton  with  BSO 
pf  his  legloDi  who  overtook  andeffecioaUy  si)i)j«sj|«e4 
Bunipter,  who  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  had  ^aog^ 
ed  his  position,  and  advanced  about  eight  miles  be- 
yond Fishing  Creek,  where  he  halted  and  impru- 
dently sofiered  his  men  Uf  ataek  their  finnsy  and 
iodnlge  themselves  in  amosement  or  repose.  /i?iu4(B* 
'  ion  came  op  with  him  in  this  unguilrded  situation 
about  noon  ;  and  the  conso(|uence,  as  mii^lit  have  been 
looked  for,  was  au  indiscriminate  slaughter  and  rout^- 
-i^Q  of /Sampter'.a  men  were  killed  on  the  spoly  and 
MO  taken  prisoners ;  he  himself  fortunately  escaped 
with  the  remnant  of  his  force,  to  the  amount  of  350 
men.  Two  brass  pieces  were  left  on  the  lield,  all  the  » 
British  prisoners,  and  a  number  of  wagons.  It  is 
wotthy  of  remark,*  tli^t  Tarleton  performed  this  45^ 
ploit  wiilh  only  lialf  the  fbrce  he  liad  iSet  ont  with. 
Laving  left  the  other  half  on  the  road  too  much  ex- 
hausted and  fatigued,  to  proceed  with  the  rash  celeri- 
"^'and  impetoosily  whiohicharacterised  all  ha«  mover.  ' 
ments.  MoChinf;  hot  the  improvidencci  of  General 
Sumpter,  upon  which  he  liad  certainly  no  riglit  to 
calculate,  could  ha\  e  saved  TaiietoQ  irum  the  fate 
.which  such  temerity  deserved. 
'  Qenml  €kites,'8maUwood  and  Gssl,  with  the  small 
shattered  remn^to  of  their  regulars,  had  arrived  on 
the  i7th  and  48th,  at  Charlotte,  cij^hty  miles  from 
the  scene  of  action.  Here  Armand's  flying  cavairy 
lm^iialled«c«ad  beaUea  thesoi  Miy^  JDiavie  was  es** 
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'  '  .tdb)ii||ie4i|^e  with  hU  paiiizaii  corps     iior/$e^  and 
1  iAaatlcb  rogukr^  M         Oa  the  itfib,  they  heard  , 
,of  Bqmpter'g  defeaV^ttd  ft  was  deenied  advi&eftble' 

,  .  ]by  a  coundl  of  oflBcers  to  make  a  iui  ther  retreat  to  . 

Salisbury,  which  was  efl'ected  under  aa  accumulatioa 
' '\4>f  wietchedoem  and  oi^^ 
\  cwood'ciorniniaiided  the  fetreal  io  Salisbury ,  vikece  He 
,  Lad  Iialted  only  a  tew  days  before  he  received  orders  '. 

■  from  General  Gates  to  coatiaue  his  march  to  Uilliilio- 
roughs  at  which  place*  this  wretched  ai^i^  arrived  o&  •  - 
the  6th  4if  S^ptemhfeK  .  Ai  this  place^bdbg^ii^ 

*     /    distant  from  Cfl[mdeii9  General'Gates  determined  to  ;  -  •  ' . 
collect  his  scattered  forces,  and  wait  such  reinforce- 
.  meats  as  should  euable  4uin  again  to  face  his  adver^  .  • 
eaiy.   Thas'wae  ttecmq^eror  of  Bui^yne,^ 
a|)peahince  in  ^th^  sbatb  was  hatred  with  Imiversiil  > 
•  •  .  .gratulations,  and  who  fancied  that  his  name  alone,  '/ 
'  would  compel  Coruwallis  to  hide  his  head  in  terronr>  ' 
.  '  Who  pressed  on^  regardless  alikQ  of  the  strength  or  V 
comforts  of  his  armjr^  in  the  fidse  expectattoo  of 
..  dtiying  the  enemy  befm*e  him  without  resistance, 
most  cruelly  di'-^appointed — his  army,  elate  with  tht    .  , 
hopes  of  victory  uuder  his  guidancey  cut  to  pieces — 
/^  friends  of  liberty^  who  had  every  where  raised;  • 
their  drooping  heads  at  bis  approach,  aonk  In  litter 
despair.    Military  reputation  is  even  a  more  delicate  . 
\      commodity  than  female  cJiastity.    It  is  often  acquired  '  -  , 
without,  ueiity  and^as  often  lost  without  justice  :  a  .  ^ 
.  ^  breath  gives  it,  and  a  whisper  taic|B8  it  away..  Thalf     ^  * 
the  Gondnct  of  Glenerai  ^latc^  previous  to  the  fatal 
battle  of  the  16th,  was  full  of  blame,  will  hardly  be  " 
denied.   He  trusted  top  much  to  .himself,  and  too 
easily  epnraed  the  advice  of  thoie  who  inevited  ht«  -  ' 
atleatioBi  but  here  the  Iblaine  stops^  Kin  conflict  li|  :■'  ^ 
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the  battle  was  worthy  the  hero  of  Saratoga,  ami  his 
efforts  to  retrieve  his  original  errours  were  unceasing  y 
butii  was  too  laid,  and  hard  aa  was  Ma  fate  in  the  re* 
J$fAif  itwaa  perhaps  not  Worse  than  Us  unadvised 
'  iwilltiess  merited.  This  defeat  was  the  death-blow 
.to  the  confidence  which  the  people  of  the  south  had 
reposed  in  General  Grates^  and  measures  were  imnie- 
diately  taken  hy  those  who.  had  not  lost  all  hopes  of 
recovering  their  conquered  country^  to  represent  their 
wishes  to  Congress  and  the  commander  in  Chief  for 
his.removal  from  the  command.  For  the  present,  how- 
ever/iire  innst.leatethe  General  an.d  his  crippled  iar* 
my  ai-HUlsbitough;  and  attend  to  the.  nSiifs  of  fbib 
north,  ,    .  ^  .       .  > 
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•      .    ,  <  •  *  •  •  ,1 

munUaiianfnm' the 4fi*isti|r>-*C^g;rmf mofo^to tfne a nm •  \.  , 
species  ojr|P«|MrM2ls^7)^^  lib  ■  '.-I 

SHvitUm-of  the  Jimenum  armg  at  Mtrriifowiir^TMr'  dit*  \  '1 
trmeBtdkvedhitkfpeopUtf'J^traejf^^  wkt*  . 

1^0^  iCrtiiy  into  JSn^if-^IMriie^Mmiitt^  ol  Cbmefleiil  '  /  ^. 

foremen^  md  the  mrnkg  ttmt0id  Hmenun€  upon 

plUch iSht^  ikiiroy^Brave  emidtKt  of  the  Jkittifan  troojiyi  j  -l 

tee  enmjf  evaci<a/e.JV^tiK^My»a^ 

mij  pri^eet  anattadt  agnbuf  Mktide  £kuidi^OaiM  • 
.  UddatMto Bergen  Mdcr^mtMngkm^ 

Capture^  trttd  and  exeeuHon  of  M^jor  JSndre^  a  British  spy,-^ 

.  Jlrnold  arrives  at  ^"ew-YoTk^  and  recieves  the  reward  of  his    -  . 

treachery* — J^akes  an  insolent  address  to  the  Americans^-^Beso^ 

lution  of  Confess  in  favour  of  the  three  Mw-Fork  mili-  . 

•  tia  mem — Proposition  of  Washington  for  an  exchange  of  pri- 

^  sonars. — 'Congress  resolve  to  erect  a  monument  to  ttie  memory 

of  the  Uaron  de  Kalbr—Sfir  Henry  Clinton  semis  reinforcement s 

to  the  south. — Congress  order  a  Court  Martial  on  General 

UaUis. — General  Greene  appointed  to  the  eommand  of  tJie  sou^t, 

'  ^Deathof  the  Chetedier  de  Temay. 

*    ,  ■  ,  ,  .      «  "  •     J-  * 

Atter  what  we  have  seen,  the  following  answer    ,  /' 
of  Coosms  to  the  commiiaicatioiis  of  the  Chevalior 

•  •  • 

.    .         .  t  • 

•;  >/  •  . 
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lie  la  Luzerne,  will  appear  somewhat  extraordinary. 
"     It  was  resolved  oa  the  31«t  of  January,    that  Con- 
s'^ entertam  the  most  grateful  ttnae  of  the  oofemii-^ 
-^iikif  attfiotiott  givea.to      iHferaits  of  the  Uniteii 
'  fiiateiiB  bjthiuriUtibtrioiidally,  and  consider  the  com- 
^    munications  made  to  them  by  his  minister,  as  equally 
vi^e  And  interestiug— that      confideiice  which  ibey. 
^    repose  in  his  Majeftfy,  in  .coodejgiieac^riif  bis  so  gfin  . 
"  v^  nerously  interesting  bimiielf  in  tlie  a'ffitin  of  these 
,  '  United  States,  and  of  the  wisdom  and  magnauiuiity 
'    '    of  liis  councils,  determines  them  to  s;lvc  the  most  per* 
ikci  information  in  ibeir  fcfi^^  of  their  feKfjCkfce^ 
; :  Mewsy;  wid  "esq^eeta^jtis^^       thkend  they  efaio: 
as  follow<»:  iha*'thiB  United  States  have  expectations 
.-  .         whicji  they  can  reli/  iciih  confidence,  of  bringing 
>;  Into  iijje.Afcid:  next  cau^  an  army  of  ^5,000  ef-, 

'  ;  T;  fective  inen,  ekcbisive  of  comniaaioned  officers  ;^  ihet 
.   Hthis  army  Gflitt  -lmeiiifocced  by  militia,  so  a«  to  be  in 
'  ■.  ^  force  sufficient  for  any  entcrpii.sc  against  the.  posts  oc- , 
'  !  cnptied  by  the  enemy  within  the.  United  States ;  that 
'  ^  sui^plies  of  pro^lon  for  the  army  in  its  grenfteat 
nomber,  can  certainly  be  obtafbed  witbli^  the  tJnited 
.    .  States,  and  the  Congrcss  with  the  cooperation  of  the 
.     several  states,  can  take  effectual  measures  for  procur- 
ing them  in  such  manner,  as  tliat  no  operation  will  J|>6 
jinipeded^.tbAtfnovisions  aljHi  fpr        pi  the  foro^ 
of  bis  most  Christian  Aajesty,  as  nay  be  employed 
*'   in  conjunction  or  cooperation  with  those  of  the  United 
States,  can  be  procured  under  the  direction  of  dm" 
^  ;!gres8;  and  siicb  provisions  shaU  be  laid  np  ia  Inaga- 
.'^-^ines,  agreeably  to  socb  instructions  as  bi8,Majesty's 
^,>JMinister  Plenipotentiary  shall  give,  and  the  ina2;a^ 
zines  shall  be  put  under  the  direction  of  the  agent 
V;  of  the  marine  of  Jb'rance  |  that  Congress  rely  oa  th« 
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contributions  of  the  states  by  taxes^  «i4  00^  Biibfeti 

r^^^^j^fphm  ttf  Idotinitg,  tents,  armd  and  war^ 
HKe'^tlMs^  must  be  principally  obtained  from  foreign 
nations ;  and  the  United  States  must  reJy  pFiaci[^|> 
oa  the  jftssisjtance  of  their  alijr  for  ttett^  b^i^eif; 
ofheif  M>n^riil|^liem  altieady  ^kfen,  anii^ 
?ir4r'br'|>roBieciiM  diligence;  thar 

ithe  iTnited  States  with  the  assistance  of  a  competenr 
naval  force  would  willingly,  during  the  ub^ 
paign,  carry  on  the  iiu>si  vigMnM  ofiba^^^f^^ 
«gi^«t  (he  e^emy^  \n  all  Ike  pdiBb  ^ciij^kd  hyi^t^ , 
witkm  Ilie  tfMlted' without  such  navaf^: 
Ibite,  little  move  can  be  attempted  by  thcra  than:, 
straightening  the  quarters  of  the  enemy^  attdcov^rtegv 
the  iotenoqr  imfe  of  the  eo^^  5  thkt^dr  fojtea 
ates*    ffii|io«fid;^aook  aiiHiiiot  aii  io  oppose  tl>e  ene- 
•my'wiili^tlie  g^atest  effect,  wherever  their  most  con- 
siderable operations  may  be  directed  ;  that  at  prese#^r 
the  southern  states  seem  to  be  their  objfKt/l||ift^^^|^ 
design  to  estabUsh  iheias^hreffiii^or  ft^ 
iMilllieLr  States,  r 

eaabkar  them  to  change  their  object  and  operations'^ 
with  great  facility,  while  iho^  of  the  United  Slate* 
are  rendered  difficult  by  ilH»  ^imt  eattent  of  coontiyi 
*i6y  defend*   That  JOongreg?  ave  liappy  to^ 

fltid  thai  Mb  llllb^t  Christian  Majesty  gives  no  credit  to 
the  suggestions  of  the  British  cabinet,  relative  to  the  • ' 
dispositions  of  the  United  jStaJes,  or  any  of  thenj^i 
to  enter  into  treatiea  -of 

Bntak|,  a^  wisk  hb^lifajesty  and  all  the  powers  of 
B«ro^4o  be  assured,  that  such  suggestions  are  in- 
sidious and  withoutfoimdation^—That  it  will  appeikr  ^  : 
by  the  conatitutioiis  and  othiet  iNibUok^^l^  of  ' 
vox..  II.  4a 


»  • 
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vcral  stales,  that  the  citizens  of  tbe  United  State*, 
possessed  of  arms,  possessed  of  freedom,  possessed 
of  political  power  to  create  and  direct  tlieir  magis- 
trates as  the  J  think  proper,  are  united  in  their, 
determinations  to  secure  to  themselves  and  their  pos- 
terity the  blessings  of  liberty,  by  supporting  the  in- 
dependence of  their  government,  and  observing  their 
treaties  and  pnblick  engagements,  with  immoveable 
firmness  and  iidelity ;  and  the  Congress  assure  his 
Majesty,  that  should  any  individual  in  America 
be  found  base  enough  to  show  the  least  disposition 
for  persuading  the  people  to  the  contrary,  such  indi- 
vidiial  would  instantly  lose  all  power  of  effecting  his 
purpose,  by  forfeiting  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
the  people."         y^V^'^.  r'h-^  [f) 

A  second  communication  was  made  by  his  Excel- 
^  lency  to  Congicss,  through  their  committee  on  the  2d 
February,  to  the  following  effect.    That  his  Majesty 
had  heard  with  great  satisfaction  of  the  appointment 
of  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  Spain,  and  most  ear- 
nestly wished  for  the  alliance,  to  render  which  more 
certain,  liis  Majesty  had  commanded  him  to  commu- 
nicate certain  articles  to  Congress,  on  which  it  was 
essential  that  they  should  explain  themselves  with 
precision,  as  they  were  deemed  of  importance  to  the 
interests  of  his  Catholick  Majesty.    These  articles 
'  were  :  1st.  A  precise  and  invariable  boundary  to  tlio 
United  States.    2d.  The  exclusive  navigation  of  the, 
river  Mississippi.    3d.  The  possession  of  the  Flori- 
das.  4th.  The  lands  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. That  his  Catholick  Majesty  believed  the  Unit- 
•  ed  States  would  extend  their  western  boundaries  no 
further  than  the  limits  prescribed  in  1/63 — that  it  was 
his  idea,  that  the  United  States  would  not  coutcud 


I  ,    , .       •     •     •        -  .  , 
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-     /  'ns  tliey  hold  no  territory  on  that  river — that  as  hi*- 
.     Majesty  would  probahlyconquei' the  , Floridas  during 

*   .      viof  di^te  left  eoQoirhiing  tb^^^ 

.  the  United  States— and  thif  oB  ilie -Ith  a;rti€le,  hi^ 

Catholick  majesty  considered,  that  as  the  Innds  lying  ^  \ . 
>  Oil  the  iaa8t> -side  of  tlie  Mississippi^  .^iiercon  settle^ 
jnefifo  iwere  .pfoMb^d'  b^  the-  pr^liipatioii  ttf  ^70^ 
were' l^^seessibttB  of  the  m  ' 

therefore  pi  ope r  objects  of  coiiciuest  by  Spain,  and      "  / 
,>  '  might  probably  be  conquered  during  the  present  war,  '  *    -  ; 

Ultd  that  as  the  United  States  held  no  possession  of  . 
'tbese.terrilories  before 'th^.  wi^  aajd  kad  tto  fouodaw^    - .  ^ 
.    tion  for  a  daim  in  the  right  of  their  ftrato  eovereign,  . 
itwoubl  be  adviseable  to  restrain  the  sontbern  states 
'  from  making  any  settlements  or  coaquest^  tl^ereiii; 
.^Pbe  Miai^Ur  added  that  the  king  l#  iviay^>^t^^  .\ 
;  •  by  M«dd  W  bia  OatlM 

alliance  to  the  United  States,  was  extremely  desirous 
of  seeing  a  lasting  friendship  between  the  two  pnrties ;  ^ 
Vaitd  that  he  caiuiot  consider  the  independence  of  the  % 
Uoited  Sti^le»-as  secitfei  antUtl^frie^deiiiprehaltlie^  -.  '  ^ 
I    V       V .  efiiiiblished.  .  v\  v  v.*  \ 

•  The  diHiculty  of  obtainiog  money  from  the  several    ?  . 
states  for  carrying  on  the  war,  forced  Congress  to  the  - ,  \ 
,  ,   ^^edient  of  cdiing  i^ioo'tfiirm  Ibr^^^^ 

ifm^  aiid  forage  vi  JHeA  of  itV  Init  tbto  spedfi^  of . 
taxation  was  found  to  be  so  partial  in  its  operation,    - '  y  /■ 
so  flifficnltof  execution,  and  so  inconvenient,  that  it  ,  V 
^was  abandoned  before  any  eiiect  was  producjcd  ft^ooi  . 
%  ahd-MdUiier  Mfipe^  ThUi  i^aa  (6 

hi  by  taitet,'>l¥  ihi  old  i^nibMbiV  Nor  paper,  to'^i^;  -    ';  / 
amount  of  300  millions  of  duUari),  and  issuaiu  new.    .  * 
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paper  one  twentieth  of  that  sum,  under  the  guarantee 
of  the  several  states.    Four  tenths  of  these  new  hill»>^ 
were  to  be  subject  to  the  order  of  Congress,  and  the 
remaining  six  tenths  to  that  of  the  several  states ;  to  be  " 
redeemable  in  specie  within  six  years,  and  to  bear  an 
interest  of  5  per  cent.    They  were  to  be  made  receiv- 
mble  in  the  payment  of  taxes,  at  the  rate  of  specie, 
^whereas  the  old  bills  in  circulation  were  ouly  receiv- 
lible  at  the  rate  of  forty  for  one,  notwithstanding  the 
'  assurances  of  Congi'ess,  only  a  few  months  before, 
and  the  boasted  honour  and  good  faith  of  republicks. 
'  'CongiTss  expected  by  these  resolutions,  to  cancel 
the  old  bills,  and  give  a  fixed  value  to  the  currency  ; 
Jbesidcs  supplying  the  several  states  with  the  means  of 
furnishing  the  army  supplies  required  of  them,  and 
themselves  with  money  fur  carrying  on  the  war.  liut 
none  of  these  good  effects  were  produced  ;  only  a  few 
of  the  states  complied  with  the  requisitions,  and  the 
small  amount  of  new  paper  issued,  (for  its  emission 
was  made  to  depend  on  the  proportions  of  the  old^ 
that*  came  in  forty  to  one,)  added  but  little  to  the 
means  which  their  exigencies  demanded.  / 
]    On  the  20th  of  March  they  fixed  the  valnc  of  loan 
certificates  from  September  1777  to  this  time,  giving 
such  a  rate  to  their  paper,  as  to  secure  to  the  lender 
the  return  of  his  money,  and  to  free  the  publick  from 
a  debt  for  which  they  had  recieved  no  value.  They 
recommended  also  to  the  several  states  a  revision  of 
;their  laws  concerning  the  tender  of  continental  bills 
fin  the  discharge  of  debts,  with  a  view  to  such  au 
amendment  of  them  as  should  be^ihought  just  in  the 
present  state  of  the  currency.  -^.1?  ,  . 

The  beginning  of  the  present  year  found  the  army 
<\of  Washington  hutted  at  JNlorristown^  and  suffering 


licrdsliipsy  privations  anrl  wants^  wlikh  had 
nii<%  befom  attended  them  in  iheir  winter  quarters  at 
;  Ymlley >F«q^  *  TJie^oM  wibim  iBteiii$e  tlum  id 
liid  ev^  beeti'  I^MWii^lo*  be'  beftirfi  Jpi  tinis;  xUmai^ 

*  \Hthia  the  memory  of  the  oldest  iobaidtant    A  few 
days  after  8ir  Heni-y  C'linton  had  sailed  for  the  south, 

;  the  navig&tion  was  entirely  closed^  and  the  comimiiiiT 

'  ike  ice  WAS  iM^^^  as^rtbeybtd'fmned'a  partef  ibe 

•  '  inaiu  land.    Carriages  and  wagons  of  the  heavieift 

*  '  weight  could  be  every  where  transported  across  the; 

Kortli  River^  -and  the  ea^ieni  t^annela,  M  iipOQ.  a 
«0Ud  bridge ;  and  by  t^e  middle  ef  Japmevy^  ewms' 
'  Kad  fallen  to  the  depth  of  several  feet. '  Bfy  ntmsual 
,  indeed  was  the  severity  of  this  winter,  that  it  has  to 
.  r  this  day  home  the  distinctive  epithet  of  the  hard  w'in- 
Jifr.   The  foicei  wbieh  Sir  Hm^^  €lift|i|Dc  bad  leftf n 

.  Oenerals  became  alarmed  at  the  ftdility  tbu6  0pen0d 

•  to  an  attack,  and  every  liieans  were  speedily  taken  to 
'  embody  corps  of  defence,  from  all  orders  And  clas^see 

-effeople  in  ibe  city;  ib^  wbole^  bo^evi^'  .did  not- 

*  lotioaiiiid  mbfe  than  6(kMttfeir^a  finve  tery  ioadiK 

*  quate  tu  the  protection  of  the  city  and  its  depend en- 
r;  :  cies,  if  AVashingtpn  had  been  iua  situation  to  profit 
* .  .fpTi^ibe^'advaatagef  wbieh  aa^ure  offiMred  to  i^-^  -  Bui 

'Iml^  'km^  ledQped  ahnosi  ixK  dtisololioii.  He 
liad  neither  provision  of  any  kind,  nor  money  to  pur- 
cliase  them ;  and  the  credit  of  Congress  was  so  far 
Abaosted^  ihat  it  wotdd  fsof^te  Imi  notiiiog.  For 
wiaj  1llqr%  the  8eldiei<Mi^'  cupelled  touehate  tha 
acan^lbdd'oltiwlferses.  > .  i-'^-  ""^ iV'' 

In  this  situation^  Wa^ihington  found  liimself  com- 
pelled to  declare  to  the  civil  autborities  ^of  iersi^j^ 
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thftt  Qtttew  th^inbAMUato  would  affbrii  UMir  aid, 
should  b^Kdooeil'to'  ihnal^iiliftiveol^^ 

army,  or  of  granting  them  permission  to  supply  them- 
selves with  food  wherever  they  could  find  it.  The 
magistracy,  with  a  promptitude  wh^ek  does  thein  in^, 
Anite  credit  Adopted  ibe  necessaiy  iaeasuket  to  com.- 
ply  witb  the  General's  requlskions ;  and  the  propor- 
tions of  hread  stuffs  and  cfittle,  allottcil  toe^ch  coun- 
ty were  furnished  with  a  punctuality  and  readiness 
that  ism  equal,  honourio  th^  people^.  ^  But  t0  the  dts- 
^ace  of  th6  Bol^ersi  this  geiieroaii  and  patriotic^ef- 
fort  to  relieve  th(^y  when  Hespair  stared  them  in  the 
face^  was  so  soon  forgotten,  that  liefore  the  end  of  Jan- 
•^Ulirjf  we  .fiojl  the  foUowing'reproach  inserted  iu  ge^ 
^'^M^^^l^rs.    <^  The  Gener^kl  i»  astonished  abd  mor- 

<Mei:,^  j^hvbi^ 

"  tants  in  the  vicinity  of  the  camp,  are  ahsoluteiy  a  prey 
to  the  pUnulerini^  and  licentious  spint  of  the  soldiery. 

.  From  daily  complaints  aud  a  foruMil  represeutation 
of  thiif'lBiajSM^Itof^y^  scMtely  pMses,  wUhoiiit 

gangs  of  soldim  going  oot  of  camp,  and  co^miMilig 
every  species  of  rohhery,  depredation,  and  the  great- 
est personal  insult.  The#e  violences  ai*e  committed 
on  Ure«pc^9$  and  propcrtjiE  of  those^  who^  oa,a  late 
alarming  occtfsiott  torihe;i;vft|rt  of  proviskmi  viMiifest^ 
ed  tlie  warifi|i^9t  aUftchment  W  the  armyy  by.  affordiag: 
it  the  most  generous  and  plentiful  relief,^'  '  /  - 

This  licentious  spirit  of  the  sajt^ery,  which  no  eff: 
%fe  of  Washkigtoo^^l^  vbiehoctii^ 
'sionally'  -bhdce^^ut  la  tbt  ^pe^petiiiliilii-  of  ^  mocmitijed 

.  which  no  degree  of  privation  ccKild  excuse,  was  at 

:  once  tlie  cause  of  their  repeated  sufferings,  and  the 
apology  of  tlie  people  for  the  ipeluctance  so  often  mao- 

J|festedl  m  aibr^og  the  nabiis  of  lelM  witbki 
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•  .power.    It  sufficiepily  accout>ts..f^r,  if  it  does  not     •  ,  * 
'   wboUyeii|iiBiifle:p  .^iftt  jgefN^nd^appMrance  fif  ilnfiieiid-  ^  • 

-  '     'ilrhose  ftU/v^as  mt  hazlird  in  the  wiwie'of  cmr«^^  / 

No  discrimination  was  made  by  the  soldiers  in  their  ,   -  " 
depredations,  between  those  who  were  ready  to  di-    ,  - 
>vMjH^  with  th^m^e^ 
/  '  -  ritrice  fMT  diiaifeclioii  wit&Ii^,  their  piestifini  sfi^.     . . 

V  It  cannot  be  wonderful,  then,  tliftt  our  armies  were  so  * 
s'    often  without  bread     the  n^dat  of  acoimtrj  w^!^j*tQ  , 

*  it  abounded.  .  /  ;  .  V  • 

\. Tlitts  were  tiie  iw0iioi^m^ 

'        W  tiriit  Moiitlfs  of  the  year  1780,  the  large  detatcll^  • 

*-     ments  sent  from  both  to  the  south,  having  reduced      ,  . 

'  .  Ihem  to  the  necessity  of  coiiftaiog  theii:  operations  to 

'  /Ihe  defeniOB  of  tlieir  Lar4Stir-   .  : 

Uiigy  ifi&ed^ attenipted  aiiexpieditio&t<ift£aieii  laUiiidy . 

".with  the  troops  of  his  division  about  the  middle  of'  - 

January ;  hot  it  resulted  in  disappointment,  for  tlie 

.  ice^  w^ch  had  aJlorfled  him  the  easy  means  of  invar 

^Wkf  iffiye  to  the  etoemy  a1si»  8a»hfaciUUet    di^ivifig  w 

. /reinfovcemeikts  fh>m  New-YiiHc 

.     '  glad  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  nighty  and  retreat 

'      '    without  having  effected  any  thi Hi;.  .  .  ." 

•  .      .Towards  the  beginning  of  Ap4U.  tbe  situation  of  :  • 

-^iB^eeoiiiim  / 

.  ^'V  .'.log  appeliram^^  than  it  had  Worn  under  all  tke  ca^ 

r.  latnities  of  the  winter.    A  dissatisfaction  bea;au  to 
'**  '    '  » 

i]nanii)&a^itaelf>|imong  the  troops,  which  threatened  a  '  '\ 

' .gspmi  Wniihy/;  /Tfaay  kad  auffet-ed  without. com-.  " 

plaipt,.all  i|ielifl^flj^  ivbicii,^oold  ,«rke  fr^oi  want 

#f  foijid.  .alid  want  of  clothing,  through  the  severest 

"Winter  ever  experienced  ;  and  now  when  their  dis-     .  :  ■ 

tieases  front  these  (;au»e^  were  at  at^  end,^  and  \yhen  ' 

•  ■     •       *• '  '     •  * 
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Ilie  moirt  thBy  omM  siiflbr  woaU  be  a  iemiiarary  mhuiC  ' 

of  mone^j  their  complaints  became  loud  and  uncon-  ^ 
irollable.    On  the  ^5th  of  May,  two  of  tbe  regiments  • 
Kfpke.qut  ioto  open  mutiny  ;  but  Ibrtaiiatftly  the  offl^t  * 
<!0r8  !Ncem  enabkfft  by  tbehr  active  eseltbnti,  .by  alleri^-  \ 
n«le  eiitreaty  and  exfrostvilation/  tc^ciimVlfice'tiieH  of: « 
the  folly  aud  absurdity  of  resorting  to  such  means 
for  redress^  where  nothing  but  time  mid  patience) 
tould.  bring  It  remedy  to  thim?  giienuioe8<'  .After  a  / 
'fbVf  boors  of  ttttrmoringi  tiiey  letireii^iiielly  to  their 
buts.  *       '  ^  \. 

*A  few  days  before  this  ocruri*ence  took  place,  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette  arrived  from  France,  and  pre- 
geiMed  binteelf  at  bead  qnavters^  iniitb  .to  ibe  joy  aiifi  ^ 
coniolalioii  of  WasWngton,  wbo  bad  cbncefve^an  a^ 
fection  for  him,  little  short  of  paternal.    The  absence  ' 
of  the  Marquis  had  not  diminished  the  ardour  which 
first  brou^bl  him  to  our  shores,  nor  lessened  his  zeal  • 
in.the  canse  of  American  indepen^^MS  >  statin- 
France  bad  been'wbolty  ooeopied'in  endieatoore  fo*-' 
promote  the  interests  of  the  United  States ;  nor  had  /. 
they  been  without  ^uccesi^,  for  he  was  the  bearer  of 
the  welcome  tidings  from  the  French  coinrt,  that  a  fleet  - 
and  army  would  soon  IbilW  binr  to  Awrica^  wbic^''  ' 
his  most  Christian  Majesty  had  with  great  prndence 
and  propriety  placed  entirely  under  the  conti*ol  of 
Washin^n^  by  making  him  Lieutenant  General  of  - 
his  forest  «nd  Vice^dmiral^Uu^  W  Tloa 
Marqnis  was  recdved  b^'  Oongtiess  inrifb  tbo  inogi'  ^ 
marked  satisfaction,  and  by  the  people  every  where 
with  affectionate  r&iftpU    On  the  19th  of  M^y^  a^ 
committee  of  Coogressy  wbo^had  be^  dbrected  per*- 
sonally  to  inquire  Into  tbe  grievmsioei  and  dUtresaea 
of  the  American  army^  having  reported  that  the  pay 
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'*  "   . .  Dut  liquidation  for  several  months,  they  resolved  to'    '/  •  * 
dtftVi  bills  of  exchange  OA  their  two  minis ler^  at  the  " 

.  '  .    the  money,  witiiouiwhidi'fbcy  fckind  it  would  be^ 
'   ficult  tobrins;  the  army  into  the  field.  '  ' 

*/       The  enemy  reawiued  quiet  at  jStsw  York,  nutilike     T  / 
001  0f  Jaoi^wW  the  four  ^eli^rak 

»  with  their  whole  force  to  Elizabethtovvn  Point,  ill  New-        '  ' 
Jersey.    It  is  dilBcuU  to  conceive  with  what  design  ^  '. 
'  .  that  movement  was  made  fey  the  royal  General.    If  '  , 
;   didt  ouly4kbject  liad  beeli^M  U  wafisi^^  .  \ 

somiBfilf  Washiiigiton's  i^dviin^d  posts,  af^ 
.  number  would  liave  sufficed ;  or  if  tiieir  object  M  as  to 
,  '  drive  the  American  General  from  MoVristown^  tUdr  * 
JttbsiB^iieui^ai^ndoBm^tof.th^  object  ^ab»8^  • 
'  .    «il»uMifiiufjrv. .  They  re^hfMlEli^abetlitoW 

.  on  tWe  mbralag  ofikA  7th.  and  ailvftn<^d| 
*    •  fering  in  jury  to  the  town  or  inhabitants,  live  miles  fur-  \  . . 
*  tiier  to  Connecticut  i^'arms.-  G.eQcml  Sterling;  who 
.  dniHBftiidtd  the  advance  was  WQUUded  in  llie  imeo^  by » 
>  .  <Hle^bf  .DoliM(iel  l)ayt0n'»  guArd>  wbom  te^lmtl  pdst^  -   •  . 

^  cd  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Arriveil 
\    .  at  Connecticut  Farms,  a  small  settlement,  containing 
about  a  dozen  houses,  and  a  churchy *they  burnt  th9  ■; 
\,  iriiDle.  '  At  thU  place  theireve^idjed^kprettb^teria^r      .  ' 
aiiteMier,  by  the  name  of  C'aidfwelU  who  litfd  ' taken  .%>  > 
conspicuous  part  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  and  who  .    i-  .  . 
Iiad  of  course  incurred  the  deep  displeasure  of  the  . 
iiiiyal  Oene^^fih  ;  ai^pposing,  however^  that  their  rc«* 
«eiitaieiit.  vf^H  be  t^opftoed  to  hi^ifiii^lf^  avd^that  i3»  ,  , 

faaiily  wimld<be  tnft,  w  il^e  eii^iny^a  approacb^  he*  ' 
VOL.  II.  48     '       '      /  •     /  ''• 
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ht»i\\y  wMidreWy  and  left  his  wife  and  children  t|f^ 
tbehrneity.  .  ColoDel  Dajton«hail  previoitslj  withr^  • 
drav  n  the  militia  frmn  the  place^  that  there  might  l»e  *    -  . 
'   .    no  jin  tcxt  for  cnormitips  ;  but  the  Brilisli  soldiers,  in  ^ 
■  the.  Aiiierican  war.  did  not  wait  for  pretexts  to  be        •  ' 
^  cimeL  -Mis.  CaMweil  was-abot  ia.tlie  midat  oi  hee.'  - , 
'  children,  by  a-^illaiB,  who  Wallred  up  to  ike  viodow 
efthe  r(H)m  in  whic  h  she  was  sittint;,  adiI  tookdelihe- 
■   rate  ftini  wiih  his  musket.     This  atrocious  act  was 
attempted  to  he  cXcu.sed,  as  au  accidcntf  as  a  random 
almt ;  bni  wbj  aboald  it  bare  been  net^asuxjoabq^t 
^  at  all  ?  No  opposition  waa  made  in-tbesetHemiat;  not 
*  »      a  militiaman  remaiued  in  il  ;  there  was  no  concealed 
tiriii^  frum^Uie  houses^  wiilck  baa  sometimes  ser\xdaa  * 
vail  e^cv^Nod^bt  tbeo  reimas  /  . 

..' ingibeen^eoiB 

,        instigated  by  bis  own  savage  ttisposflion,  6t  the    :  . 
]K)spect  of  favour  froui  his  superiours^  can  be  known   ^  >  . 
ooiy  to  the  searcher  of  hearts.  \  ; 
,  _  _  /  FroQhCoiiii^cticQt  Farad,  the  enemy,  marched  oo 
ilffilirdB  Bprin^field,  on  the  road  to  which  C<d«inel  ' 

*  "  IhnftoD,  had  posted  his  handful  of  militia,  at  a  narrow 
pass^  where  he  diii»putcd  the  passap;e  for  some  time 

.  1  with  great  bravery.    General  Maxwell  with  a  fojfF,  **, 
contitteBtds,  mid<the.Miitia  thai  cojiected  as  the  ene^ 
my  were  matching  thttiugh  the  country,  bad  post^A  - 
himself  at  the  bridge  near  Springfield,  where  his  ap- 
pearance was  so  imposing  that  the  cpemy  balt^  at 

. ;  Mght  of  bini'  and  remained  all  day  opoii  tkw ,  anhf, . 

\ ,  6eneraVMa[jiwellV  party  kept  up  afiring  upoatfubfl| 
during  the  day,  but  they  showed  no  disposition  for 
«  action,  notwithstanding  their  great  superiority  of  n»m- 
bers  ;  and  at  ^ight  returned,  to.  £iizabetbto WO.  On 

r-  the  CeUowins^iKiBiUi^S^  as  9Qon.as^the  Amerieans  per* 
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,  ♦  •  "  :       \"  Vf  ^-'^  

"»      .     . .    '  ■  -       .  ,  ,   .  ..  . 

^ ' ,  r  -       -       '      -  -  AMBRICAJC  JBEVOi-UTIOXi.  '    ^  "    »  ^80 

•  ;  ^ivcil  (heir  flight,  they  pursued  with  as  much  cager- 
/  Hess  And  confidence,  as  if  they  had  beeu  really  equal 
.'-  J    '  to  a  cogitest  with  il^eni/.  Some  sli^t  «kiraii&Ues  took  ; 

'   jiUce,jand4lie  !»ti6my  were  aU. 

;  s  the  way  to  fiUi^betbtoWBi  ^  ^  ^  : 

•  '  . '  The  cause  of  General  Knyphausen's  i*etiring  wUh- 

©nt  attucKing  Sprin^ftekL  is  said  to  have  beeii  the  lu- 
/  tl^l]yfg0n^Tecei?ed  that  Wnsiungtim  iiail /d^^hed  ft 
'brigade  frOnrMoimtoWii, /or  th^ 
but  this  brigade  united  to  Maxwell's  force,  would  not 

•  /    have  made  him  more  tlian  half  e<iual  to  the  royal  force, 

and  certainly  such  hitelUpence  could  be  no  excuse  fur 
.   r  JMsireiimimi^jdkiiBai^yr 

tit^nthefoarthof  hisWnstrength*  It  b  more  probable 
-    .  that  some  disagreement  occurred  among  the  four  Ge- 
nerals^  and  that  the  Hessian  General  was  compelled 
forgiyiB.iipliis  own^Opifikmio  Uie.  an^^top  ^ 
' ' '  4itiier  jthiee/'wlio  w€t^  pMutpv  deiieived  19  ih^r^Mr*  / 
.  .'  tkipatidns  with  regard  to  the  militia  of  Jersey.  These, 
.   •  '    enraged  at  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  at  the  Farms, 
'  V  had  turned  out  .with  iQoniiiderable  spirit,  and  opposed  . 
'^ekm8^h«t  eyerjr^IMirtitm      Tbey  conducted 
^temaelveg  sb  weli-  tawarda  the  invaders^  thai  Wash-  ' 

•  -  '  jington  complimented  them  higlily  in  general  ordersr,' 

and  took  distiuguished  notice  of  Colonel  Day  ton,  whose 
.  „aiiiaU,corp8  had  kept  up  a  continual  firing  upon  tho-  . 
teemx  jErott  the  nioiiiaiit  of  thejir  debarkatiqii  to  th^f^" 
iairnvill  al  thebrid^  opposite  Maxwell V  brigade.    ^  • 
'  The  royal  army  femained  at  Elizabcthtown,  until 
Uicarriyal  uf  Sir  Henry  Clinton  from  his  successful  . 
eicpedifioiD  to.  the  Sotit^  lAs^ad.of  reoalliiis  them,  he 
^ire  ordcM  ^mm^Sol^!0^niek^j^  be  sent  o^er^  while  ft- 
tke  same  Ifiiie,  wUli  a  tietr  to  diaw  off  ihe'  attentHm' 
of  the  American  commandei;,  he  embiu^i^  \  j^^^M^f 
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ef  troops  mi  board  tlie  i^liippin!;,  ittiA •fiiin^*:  -  •  i 


inents  as  indicated  an  attempt  iij)on  the  strong  posts  of 
the  North  River.    This  had  \\h\  desired  efi'ect  lippii 
'  W/ashiq£ton.  for  the  salVi  v  of  West£oiut  Wms  of  the 
V«iinrost  Impor^iiee  to  bi».itt(iir«  operatioii8^,^i^5i^.tJ^ 
/  fOtb,  he  moVed  slowly  towards  that  poisW  wb-  ihi  ^ 

whole  (»f  his  army,  except  about  700  nu  n  with  the 

.,  1.-1. 

j  hoi^e^  Mhich  he  loft  hebind^  judder  the  command  of 
' ; The  i^infQiieeinefita  Ii^iuIq^  the 
:  evening  of  the<.Sid  June,  aH^  oii  the       tbe  <^a^|k^ 
,  again  moved  from  Elizabtthtown,  towards  SfiThi|if- 
field.    The  troops  upon  whicli  General  Greene  had 
.  \  to  dep[e|&4  f<^  ^tso  defence^  were  8o  scattered  ^Imt 

j  (jtl^^i^B^  before  Ihe  «>ii^iBiy  i^P- 

ati$  eommeiiced  a^imimbtti^e  btt  e^ 

v  the  town.    He  bad  so  disposed  his  force  as  to  secure 
V  a  retreat  in  case  of  necessity  :  Colonel  Aogell,  with 
.    his  regiment  and  one  pieC^  o€  M*tUlery>,  was  posted  at 
#ci'bndgein  frbirt  of  thQ  tow^  :  at  the  ^ecoiid  bridge' 
'Co1«nel  Bbrieve'was  stationed  wifii  hiis  regubent^.tb 
cover  the  retreat  of  the  first;  Major  iiee,  with  the 
'  V  diiigOQUS  and  pickets,  and  Co^^n^l  Ogden's  rcgime&t 
i     soppori  phmf  at  Little,  Bridge^  ii^  ibe  Vauxhail 
>  'm^i.:'      eemiUiider  of  and  I3tark!s  ' 

gades  were  posted  on  the  hills.    The  enemy  advance 
:  cd  in  two  (ohimns,  the  right  by  the  \'aux hall  road, 
v  where  Lec  met  them  and  disputed  the  J)a5;sa4;e  of  the 
bridge  willigreaibriiirecyf  biitwasiconp^lied  Mle^^ 
:  :n4o  teti^:witb bis  party  nponi  the  eneily's  fording  the 
*;  .  river.    The  k  il  colnmn  of  the  enemy  at  the  same  mo- 
fnent,  advancing  on  the  main  road,  began  their  attack 
,  /  on  Colonel  Augell^  who  after  an  obstinate  reaistaac^ 
"^  of.  foriy.nHiH£6s/'daring  which  the  actkm  waa  very 
<  vmre^Wa^fitaNScdbadLii^  the 
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X      }  ing,  tUUU^M  thought a^nsabk^to^^ 
. .       Slirieve lo  tlic  brigade.  GetieiHl  Greene  had  ai  tl j i>  ti irie 
'  iai^eii  a^u^idiVDUC^u  tlte  higli  grounds^,  about  a  mile  .'^ 

^,  :ab6ye.l^  toW^  wber^  h^  ivirijiied  for  ibe- eticiny  to  of-  /  ■ ' 

i  ,    \  set  fue  to  the  iicmses^  their  t>bject  was  accomplished^ 'V/  ' 
and  they  returned  again  to*  ElizahethtoAvn.    The  ' 
'  ^wbolf^  V.Ul^^  i^afi' burned  with  the  exception  of  fuoc  / 
'    .  >  but  thejr  pai4  4}ejurl^  fur  their  iuglorkuis  ^  r "  [v 

peditioo^  Tbe'ibinUii^^^^  v,-. 
•  .  and  firmness  of  veterans,  and  pursued  the  retreating.  • 

/  ,    ^Uttiii^j^  a»  hefore,  uutil  they  entered  Elizabet^town.  ' 
■[.  :  They  ^reiAaiued  but  a  few  hours  berey.passtp^  oa  to 
. .'  ^£liza^ibiaii'a  Pointy  iMmI  tb^ce  <hi  the  saine  nij^il 

^had  roused  the  country  ai!;iiin^t  them.     '  .  ' 

Tba^.tmiu^nated;  for  the  sea^ioii^  the  enter  pi  iscsof^  '  • 
•  .  tbft  ^ftein^''  ilgaiost  Now  Jersey,  in  which  they  ,  fito^  /  ; 
./     have  moved w;th  the  q^otien  oi  fobheys^  detevi^ued  ; 
'  io  Miterinto  noccfRtest  Which  piroQiise^  a  trial  iif  their  .  ; 
strength.    If  lbey  had  nothing  further  in  view,  in  \  '  . 
their  second  cxphxit,  than  the^conflagration  of  Spring- > 
\  '|^eld>.bavlog  atained  it,  tli^^niiay  be^. called  a.  vieto* 
riottfl-  Armyy  bbt  the  victory  wae  one  of  wliicb  they 
dared  not  boast,  and  which  only  served  to  convince  ' 
tbeni;  that  the  reputed  mia»fortunes  of  our  southern 
.  ai*iny^.iiie  long,  safii^rings  and  hardships  of  thai  in  tbe  /  * 
jiortfi^.tf^  fliB  QlBceiud^g  qraeltias  and  ojp^r^fl^^ 
practued  upott  the  people  every  ^£ei%>  .  ^oT  ifar  Ihnti  - 
having  sunk  their  minds  into  an  abject  and  willing  * 
embrace  of  vassalage,  as  had  been  expected^  b.afio&Iy 
roused  ibem  to  greater  y'lgmti^  of  ex^tioik%i|^'  aB^|l(T 
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*  *    . '  •         •-       *  . 

spirit  in  ike  Aroericati  soldiers  and  peo}>le,  wa^  hailed    '  • . 

by  the  ii  couHiKiiidci  ,  as  the  presage  of  future  success  :  • 
be  seized  Uic  propitious  moment  to  iinprens  with,  his  •     .  ' 
owii  faopbSy  and  io.cheri^^h  )iy  cv^i'^  tnean$  in  hij./- 
I^owor  their  growing  2eal*. The  endcsavoars  qif  Washf.  - 
iu«;tonwerc  seconded  by  Congressv  who  wrotfiiiilipres*     r  .  ' 

*  .      siv<';  letters  to  the  s;overmueuts  of  the  several  states,  .  '  . 

CLillin^r  u|>on  them,  in  tlM'ms  well  calculated  to  excite    .  >  '  ^ 
..      the  emulation  of  tiieir  .rcspettii^  citizens,  tu  fumisli ;  ^ 
'  their  quotas  and  eiiabk  ihe  cowniander  in  chief'  by  /  . 

•  one  decisive  blow,  to  fmisli  the  lou";  (  Dnte.st,  in  the 

,  final  establishment  of  independence.    A  new  spirit. 
'.^  1  seemed  to  animate  ever}  bosom^  ov  miber  there  ap- 
peaipd  jto  bea  revival' of  ttie  feeling  of  1)^6^ In  this 
race  of  patriotism,  the  ladies  of  PfiHsSeYphial  stepped^  - 
forth  in  the  fuieiuabt  ranks.    They  formed  an  asso-  ,  •  . 
ciation  for  the  purpose  of  raising  by  private  subscript 
\  iivUf  a  fnnd  for  the  service  of  the  army^-  ai^dsQe^ctlve   ' .'  * 
and  assidnoBs  were  their  exertions^  ijbat  theit  coUeo^ 
lions  amounted  to  a  considerable  sum,  which  they  . 
*    themselves  presented  to  the  soldiers.    Their  exam-     '  i    •  * 
pie  was  followed  in  other  states,  andihe  people  eve*  {'  *  *' 
/  ry  w^re,  asbanied  of  the  indiflbreoce  with  which  - 
'  tbey  had  looked  nfion  the  dangers  and  distresses  cif  • 
theii  cuuutiy  seemed  resolved  uo  longer  to  withhold        '  . 
the  assistance  it  was  iu  tiieir  pow^r  to  give.        -  , 
Ip  the  midst  of  these  aiuinatiiig  fHrosp^ei^ 
' .  .coors  from  Franoe  whickhad  been  promised  Ihrougli 
ihe  Marqnis  de  1*  Fayette,  arrived  at  Rhode  Island. 
•  /'  The  fleet  under  the  command  of  the  Chevalier  de 
Ternay, consisted  of  two  ships  of  80  gunsj  one  of  74f,. 
ftMtf  of  04y  two  frigates  of  40,  W  a  cntier  of  CO,  be- 
flffto^tJM^  sKip,  dni3«  transports  i 
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the  land  forces,  about  6000  raen^  were  under  the  am* 
in&ncl  of  Lieutenant  General  €ouDt  d»  Hocliamb<»ii« 
iTfieir  amral  at  K^w^rt,  en  th^iOtliW  July,  mfm  gi^e^ 
.>fed1iy  (lie  citfzfmg  with  every  ileinonstration  of  jtjy ;  the  * 
toM'n  was  illdniiiKited,  and  wiien  the  troops  iauded 
on  the  nth,  they  were  met  by  Maj^nr  General  Heaili, 
{^lacdiHn  possesfibn  W.ibe  {fosta  and  battenes  on 
the  island.  A  conimitWof  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  state,  a  lew  days  aTicrwards,  u ailed  upon  the  Ad- 
miral and  Lieuteuaut  General,  with  com[dinients  and 
congratulations  on  tiieir  anival.  .Tbe  Count  llqefaamr. 
b^n^yei^iein  tUe  glad  iaf^Ugence^  that  his  amy ^ 
'  was 'but  tbe'van<>:ifar(loraL  much  larger  force,  which 
it  was  the  iiitenti<ui  of  his  Chiistiaii  Majesty  to  send- 
ib  the  aid  of  his  allies.    Of  his  own  triK>ps  he  sald^ 
v  Ui^  urere/^^er  the  strictest  discipHoe^  sjid  as  they 
Vould      tiadcir  the  owW  irf"  "Washtn^h,  they 
wound  live  with  the  Anici  i(  aiis  as  brethren,  and  that 
as  brethren  their  lives  and  his  own  should  be  devoted 
Ui  their  service.  On  the  same  day,  the  Sfavqnis.de 
Fayette  arrived  from  head  quarters  yfith  ther.coi)gra^ ' 
lidatlonsof  Washington,  and- informati<^  Count 
( oucernin  ;  Ihc  movements  of  the  enemy.    ^\  ashin"-* 
ton  had  prepared  the  army  foK  tlie  most  friendly  r«. 
cepti«>n  of  the  aliies^  by  gen^^  'ordei^  iimed  a.  fw 
;  days  previous  lo  thehr  arrival,  tn  wiii^h  he  ispdke  oif' 
•their  generosity  and  mas^nanimity,  andconclnded  with 
recommendiiic;  that  the  officers  should  unite  the. wlute 
and  black  in  their  cockades.  .  '     ♦  r" 

/  The  arrival  oette  yrench  fieeiwfti  fi^Uttwed;  in  a  ' 
Awdiya^  by  Uife:afiival4dr  AdiniirallBraves  at  New-  ' 
YorKfrom  England,  with  six  sail  of  the  line,  which 
with  those  already  there  under  Admiral  Arbuthnot, 
^ve  so  decided  a  auperiwiiy  to.tlu^  l^pgKsh,  that  tjify 


.  ,  flefermiilii  id  ^nte^  fmnif^dlatety  up<Si  offensive  opc-^  ,  v :  * j 
ratioiis,  ill  conj\incti<)ri  with  the  army.  Tlioy  ])r()(;etMlc(f'^^^^ 
with  this  view  to  Rhode  Island  :  but  ilie  French  had  \^     .  .  . 
'  :  ;^eii  ;so  expeditious 

r 'fetatb'of  defence,  thai  an  attack  npon  theni  by  sim  'wkv  '\  -  '  f  '  " 
deemed  impracticable,  and  8ir  Henry  Clinton  con-  ^^  *  ,    /  ' 
cliulod  upon  a  joint  attack  hv  sea  and  land.    The  ^  . 
Ajdmiral  expressed  objectiuns  to  thi§  measure,  hul''^/     ..  • 
» .      haying  at  length  giv.en  his  i«liicianlc0bcQmnGiB,  6000* 
:  ,  men'  were  embarked,  and  the  transports  pvneteded  ar'; 
'  v     far  as  Huntintcton  Day.    Here  the  mutual  jealousies  '  • 
of  the  two  Gomiu^lldcrs  broke  out  into  open  disagrec- 
'  iaeiii^ ;  theiir  measnrefiivwere  mutually  citiyassed  with 
;   ■^t;^^i^^^tiniL  wartith  of  ieitp^r^  arid  it  appeared  ^-^/^''  ^  . 
.    ;*   ^Jfent  tliat  neiflicr  wis  inclined 'to- enter  heaftily  into' 
.  •   .    tlie  schemes  of  the  other.    Thus  situated,  Sir  Henry 

y  V  Clinton  thought  it  adviscablc  to  abandon  his  desigu    ^  * 
'      ntion  fiJiode  island;  and  return  with  his  troops  t6    .^i  ' 
New  Tork  fft  Hetiirmtoati€inw4i^  - 
'      >  most  fortunate  fur  him,  as  \Vashin2;ton  iutending  to  '  i 
.    *  profit  by  his  absence,  hjid  crossed  the  North  Rjver 

with  a; lal'ge  body  of  troops,  and  advanced  as  far  i£a  '  \  ] 
Z:^^  f  .Khif^bridgel  '  Kor  did  ihis  tn^ement  of  the,  Ami^ 
lican  coraitiander.  at 'all*  inteifere  with  the  ik(^ii€fm'  '  ■ 
.        of  Jlhode  Island  :  for  on  the  ihst  rumour  of  a  desigu  .  / 

*  -  r  ilL  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  attack  it,  the  militia  ad- 
Vvancedin  constderidile  iiumbervti^its^ 
X   la  probable' iSir  Henry  wmildliaTe  me^  With  r^veii«i\  • 
'  '  disappointment  if  he  had  proceederfin  "bis  design. 
•    '    ''^    The  sudden  return  of  Sir  Henry  with  his  army 
to  New  Yorkj  fmstrated  Washington's  iutention,  lutiil 
..^mpelled  hliin  t4»  halt^'H       in  the  mean  tuoifi^^^^^^^ 
'tacfaed  6ene*ar1»^ayrt6,  wiA  twd  Feiiiil«ylvaiinit1ji«f-  * 
,    gades;  and  Mo^  laud's  regiiuent  of  dragoo%S|  to  bring 
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^«|rk  number  of  caMe  «iid  horm  ftoin  Bergen  Neck^  v 
'  >  "      and  to  destroy  a  block  bbote  which  had  beea  erected  ,  . 

"..  '  there  by  a  party  of  refus;ce8.    Wayne  reached  the  ' 
'        .   place  on  the  20th  July,  and  havingcbarged  ibecaval^ 
<.  off  il^  itiock>  and  .madie  ;  .  " 

toeh  diapoAiHon^lM  to  inism  a  safe  retreat^  proceed*  - 
ed  to  attack  the  block  house.    He  found  it  encircled 
'    with  an  abbatis  and  stockade^  which  made  the  storm- 
ing U.«  dansmns  entdrpri^OiMd  he  therefolre  open-  - 
ed  bie  (eld  piecea  apon  U ;  bnt  they  were  too  light  to : 
produce  any  effect.    A  galling  fire,  in  the  mean  time^  /. 
was  kept  up  from  the  house,  which  determined  two  of  * 
the  regiments  rashly  to  adventure  a  storm.    They  ;- 
.  mhed  bddly  tht^xp^  the  abbatitf^  bat  itttdiog  it         •  • 

J  practicable  to  kfKce  an  entrance,  they  wereobtiged  to 
-  *  retire  with  considerable  loss ;  and  the  General  return-  /  "  • 
,  >  ed  with  only  half  his  object  accomplished.  ^\' 
When  WanUngloii  formed,  the  deaiga  of  attacking  V 
V  l^ew^Yotk^  he  teeiiied  de^irwirQjiat  General  Anndd  *. . 
'  flhonld  take  a  conepicnolie  pari  in  the  command  ;  but  / 

*  that  unfortunate  victim  of  dissipation,  vanity  and  ex- 

*  traYagance,  had  already  entered  into  that  correspon? 
dencewHh  the  eoemy,.whi^h  soon  ended  in  opcil  per*  . 
tdy  and  treason  of  the  most  unpardonable  nature. 
The  integrity  of  Washington's  own  licart,  made  him  * 

.  slow  to  perceive  or  suspect  the  treachery  of  others^ 
and  wh^  Arnold  feigned  an  indisposition  that  would  . 
diHnaliiry  Urn*  for  the' activity, wUc^  suchacoitf 
.  required,  and  solicited  to  be  8»Dt  to  West  ]^oint,  the 
key  to  all  our  strength  on  the  North  River,  Washington 
did  not  hesitate  to  excuse  him  from  the  one  command^  . 
and  confer  upon  him  the  other.  Washing^ln,  in  the  ' 
mean  tinoy  stopped  ili:ihe  oxecntien  of  bis  project  . 
against  New- York;  as  has  been  said;  retired  with  the      '  • 
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Mxmy'  to  Grangetown.  Here  he  soou  began  to  expeiri-', 
BDoe  a  wiiewaL  of  tliose  difficulties  wliich  had  00.  nearly  , 
'   broaght  his  army  to  dissoltttion  during  the  winter. — -  , 
,  ^   Notwithstaiulitii^  the  pati'iotick  spirit  w  hich  so  lately 
;   blazed  forth  iu  every  part  of  the  union,  his  army  was 
«  .'still  without  foody  and  without  the  reinforceiiients  pro; 

mised. ,  On  the  SOth  of  Angust^  he  tfaua  wrote  to  tha  '  . ,  . 

*  flWcrnourof  Pennsylvania—^' With  every  exertion 
. ;   I  can  scarcely  keep  the  army  in  this  camp,  entirely 

.  ooatineotalf  fed  from  day  to  day.  It  is  mortifying  that 
'    lire  shiwld  not^  ^  at  this  advanced  pi^rtod  of  the  cam^  ' 
.    .  paigu,  have  magazines  di  provisions^  for  even  one  half 
'    of  the  men  necessary  fur  our  intended  operations.  I 
,  have  every  assurance  from  the  French  land  and  sea 
'^^   commanders*  that  the  second  diviidon  may,  without 
r  flM^M  veiy  serioiis  acddent, , be  daily  expeqted.  Should 

•  we,  nj>on  the  areivaJ  of  this  reinforcement^  be  found 
\.  (after  all  our  promises  of  a  cooperating  force)  delici* 

ent  in  meui.  provisiott^,  and  every  other  essential,  your*  ' 
^ '  excellency  can  «afi|ly  perceive  wl^at  will  be  the  opi< 
• .  nSon  of  onr  alUes,  and. of  all  the  world<»  and  what  will* 
be  the  consequences  In  the  deranged,  distracted  state 
of  our  affairs.'* —  /  - 

(  '  .    To  me  it  will  appear  miraculous^  if  our  affairs  can    .    *  ^ 
maintain  themselves/  much  longer^  in  .  their-  present 
train.   If  either  the  temper  or  the  resources  of  the'  ^  ' 
tountr}',  will  not  admit  of  an  alteration,  we  may  soon 
expect  to  be  reduced  to  the  humiliating  condition  of     .  ,  , 
aeain^  the  can^  of  America^  held  uj[»  in  Amei^ica^  by 
'   *  fyf^ip^  arms.   It  may  easily  be :  shown>  that  all  the- 
misfortunes  we  have  met  with  in  the  military  line,  are 
to  be  attributed  to  short  enlii^tments.    A  ^reat  part  of 
.  ihe  enibarrass  meats  in  the  civil;  proceed  from  the  same 
ioatce:  The  diiHimngement  of  out  flnancfllll  is  essentia 
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ally  to  he  ascribed  to  it.    Tiie  expenses  of  the  wai^ 
and  (he  paper  emiHsions,  have  been  greatly  lUumpUf.  ' 
ed  bjr  it.  We  h|ive  had,  a  great  part  of /the  timey  two 
8et»  of  meiiy  to  feed  and  pay,  the  discharged  men  go- 
iD^home,,  aud  the  levies  coining  in.    The  difQcnlties 
^aud  cost  of  conveying  meu,  have  increased  at  every 
successiTe  attempt)  till  among  the  present  levies^  W0  '  ' 
find  there  are  aomej*  who  have  received  150  dollars  in  \, 
specie,  for  five  months  service,  while  our  officers  ai*e 
rednced  to  the  disgraceful  necessity  of  performing  the 
duties  of  drill  sergeants  to  them-    The  frequent  calls  ^• 
upon  the  miiitia  have  also  inten:iipted  the  coltivntioB 
of  their'  land^  and  of  coiir^  have  lessened  the  quantity 
of  the  produce,  occasioned  a  scarcity,  and  enhanced  -  *  , 
the  prices*   In  ao  array  so  unstable  &s  ours,  ordec 
and  ejbonomy  have  heen  impracticable.   The  discon- 
tents of  the  troops  have  he^n  gradna11y.mat«ved  toa 
dangerous  extremity.    Something  satisfactory  must 
be  done,  or  the  army  must  cease  to  t*\ist,  at  the  end 
of  the  campaign  ;  or  it  will  exhibit  au  example  of  more, 
tirtae^'  fortitude^.self  denial  and'  perseverance^  thip 
has  perhap^  ever  been  paralled,  in  the  history  of  hvk 
man  enthusiasm." 

• 

Soon  after  this^  during  the  absejice  of  Washington 
(who  had  gone  to  meet  the  two  French  commanders  at 
Hartford,  in  Obnuecticoty)  the'  discovery  was  made  of  ' 
AnioUrs  treachery.  Major  Andre,  who  had  beei| 
employed  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  conduct  the 
Gorrospondence  with  AruoLd,  and  fur  whose  convenif 
eoce  and  aocontmodation^  a  slodp  of  war  ^hiid  bieei| 
sent  up  the  Hudson,  jas  .near  to  West'  Point  as  shflr 
could  approach  withool  cXcitiug  suspicion,  in  one  of  i 
his  secret  conferences  with  Arnold|  had  heen  detained 
to  so  late  an  hour  that  he  Was  reduoed.  to  the  iMcee^r 
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eity  of  spending  the  night  with  Arnold.    The  latter,  - 
contrary  to  an  express  stipulatiou  with  Andre^  as  was 
-  alleged^  took  htm  within  the  Amerioui  lineSy  wlieie*-*  . 
ke  lay  concealed  the  whole  uf  the  next  day.   At:  '  * 
night,  tlie  boatmen  refused  to  take  him  on  board  the 
Vulture,  as  some  circumstances  had  made  it  necessary     .  • 
-Sat  her  daring  the  day  to  change  her  position  to  a  * 
'   liioie  dangerous  dire,  and  Andre  found  himf  elf  coni»  , 
pelled  to  attempt  his  return  to  New-York  by  land. 
Having  changed  his  military  dress  fur  a  plain  coat^ 
and  received  a  passport  from  Arnoldy.  under  hie  ae-, .. 
auined  name  of  John  Andersony  he  passed  the ^aird». 
«      and  outposts  without  suspicion,  and  was  felicitating 
'    himself  as  he  rode  along  on  the  following  day,  at  his  .  ' 
vgood  fortune,  when  he  was  stopped  by  three  of  the 
;xl|mlf^jOirk  •  miliday  John  Fatdddngf  David  WUUamg^ 
^  %M  Jbaae  Vun  Vert,  Who  were  out  on  a  ecouting 
party.    Andre,  deceived  into  a  belief  that  they  bc- 
•  /  lon^;ed  to  tiis  own  party,  confessed  himself  a  British 
offioBr^aucf  was  immediately  sedured.  -  Heendeavoiul^  ,^ 
edfnvain  afterwards,  by  the  production  of  his  pass- 
port, and  the  offer  of  his  watch,  and  a  large  purse  of 
goldy  to  procure  his  release :  the  three  sturdy  patriots 
-^for.  surely  nothing  bnt  patriotismi  or  what  is  the; 
iame  thing,  an  honest,  unsophisticated  sense  of  duty  ' 
^  to  their  country,  could  have  actuated  these  simple  ^  -  . 
-countrymen — resolutely  refused  all  his  offers  of  re-  ' 
;  ward)  aiid  conducted  Um  to^eir  coininatt^iig  officer^ 
'  liieutenant  Colonel  Jameson.    Andre,  from  a  desire 
'  ,1  to  save  Arnold  from  immediate  detection,  still  main-  - 
'  taiued  his  assumed  name  and  character  of  AtodersOn^. 
.  jabd  begged  permisnon  of  Cohmel  Jameson  to  I^^IS^ 
to  General  Arnold  to  inform  him  of  his  detention. 
This  r^uesty  atrangja  as  it  may  seem>  was  granted  ; 
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jsome  time  previous  to  this  affair^  Jameson  had  enter- 
iaitted  such  strong  sus^cioQs  of  Arnold,  as  to  have^ 
^  formed  the.  des^  of  seizing  him  at  all  hazards  on. 
ihe  trst  occaiskiii..  Hia  weakness  in  pertnitling  aetloe 
to  he  given  to  Arnold,  allowed  the  traitor  an  opportu- 
.nity  of  escaping  on  hoard  the  Vulture,  beruji'e  Wash- 
itfgtoa's  arriTal  £roia  Connecticut  > 
' '  The  papers  fiDond  upon  Major  Andre,  wiiicb  iMm- 
tained  a  full  developeraeut  of  Arnold's  plan  (ot  de- 
livering West  Point  into  the  hands  of  tiie  enemy, 
were  immediately  forwarded  to  Genial  Was|iiiigton^ 
'  'aooompamed  by  a  letter  from  the'  i^isouer,  avowing 
his  real  name  and  character.  In  this  letter  he  en- 
deavoured to  show,  that  the  CQnrespondence  and 
transaotiuii  in  which  he  h%d  been  tngiffiA^  could  uoi 
IniBg  Urn  under  the  descripttod  of  a  spy,  Mite  «atj 
circumstance  connected  with  it,  which  could  tend  Co 
give  him  that  character,  had  been  forced  upon  him 
without  his  knowledge  or  concurrence ;  namely,  his 
being  within  the  Amerieaa  lines  >ia  diagnise^thtt . 
13s  interviews  with  Arnold  had  l>een  held  dn  neiiirat 
ground^  and  under  the  orders  of  his  Geneial.  Wash- 
ington had  halted  at  West^Pointt  on  his  way  from 
CoBuect&uC^  wbeire  lie  expected  tu  meet  and  Ironfer 
with  'Arnoldy  which  prevented  Us  receiving  the  com- 
munication in  time  to  prevent  the  escape.  He  took 
-immediate, measures^to^secure  the.  safety  of  the  fort/ 
oU  hfa  arrival  at  iiead  quarters,  appointed  a  board 
composed  of  fourteen  general  officers,  among  whom 
were  the  Marquis  dc  la  Fayette  and  the  Baron  de 
£lteuben,  to  decide  upon  the  condilioiiiaiid  puidsbnieiit . 
ef  Miyor  Audroa 
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Histoiy  pirodticeg  no  example  of  auch  deKcacy  of 
treahnefit  toward^  a  spy 9  aa  was  i^bown  Major 

Andre;  and  that  he  horc  that  chauu  ttr  in  the  ;ucep- 
tation  of  the  term  by  the  whole  worlds  dues  not  a<liuU  * 

'  a  momeat^s  hesitatioo  or  doobt*    It  appeared^  after 
his  capture^  thai  .be  was  held  in  high  esreem  i«  the 
British  army,  was  a  »;entleman  of  niihlernished  ho- 
nour^ of  his;h  integrity,  and  accompikh^d  manners. 
Generals  ^r  Uaniy  OUnton^  Rohinsdn^  and  the  tirait- . 
or  bimself,  all  wrote  tO  Washington  {n*  behalf  of  tlie  ' 
prisoner,  and  all  endeavoured,  by  giving  a  Hoplilsti- 
cal  interpretation  to  hiK  proceedings^  to  do  away  the'. 
i]Sfpntatioii  of  bis  bein^  a  epy  :^hey  wetii  90  far  in- 
deed, as  to  staW,  what  the  faofiesty  of 'Major  Andtne 
disdained  to  ctmfirm,  tiiat  he  had  visited  Arnold's 

.  camp  under  the  sanction  of  a  flag.  Their  attempt  to^ 
save  him  by  t|4a  falsehood^  sufficiently  proves  that- 
tbey  bad  no  hope  of  being  able  by  arguments  draMm' 
from  tbe  laws  and  usages  of  war^  to  prove  that  he  wa§, 
not  a  spy.  »  ^ 

The  board  appmnted.  to  try  faim^  Mid  ei  which  Gte* 
aeral  Greene'was  president^  met  on  the  ^Qth  of  8ep. 
temher.  Their  conduct  towards  the  ii!iha[)py  young, 
man^  .whose  life  was  to  depend  upon  their .  decjsioD^ 
was  j^arfced  by  every  feeling  of  ktndness^  liberaUty 
and  generOns  sympatliy^  So  desirons^did  they  seem 
to  seek  for  circumstances  of  mitigation  in  the  case, 
that  they,  did  not  examine  a  single  witness  i^g^iii^ 
him^  and  prefaced  their  inteirogafAries  to  himaelf,  by- 
desiring  him  not  to  ans  wera  single  question,  that  might 
be  at  all  embarrassing  to  his  feelings.  Upon  bis  own 
confessions^  then>  and  after  the  most  patient^  cancUd; 
liberal  hearli^  and  construodon  of  his  statemeAl^  the 
board  reported  the  following  wnanimous  opinion : 


.       .  .  .        '         V  •  •  •  . 

'  \'    •     ■    ]      AMERICAN  BBVOLUTIOK*.*      <  .    '  ,Mi 

.       .  ■  •  •       '    •       ■  •  '  .  '         ' . 

uTlmt  Major  Audre,  Adjutant  General  to  the  British 
y  army 9  ought  ia  he  cuDsidered  as  a  spy  from  the  eae^^  " 
. .  my :  ihMi  be  came  w  iibtfr^  from  the  .Vul|tttni  slaop  ef  . 
WWyiii  .tbe  nighC'iyf  the  Sirtof  iSeptemW  onania-  .  « 
.       terview  withGeneral  Aniohl,  in  a  private  and  secret  ' 
V  '  maooer  ;^ that  he  chaijtged  his  dress  within  our  lines^  . 
HQd  iiiider  $  fiiigned  name^ .  and  iB.a  dbguised.  bainti . '  " 
• ' 'pafged  oar  works  at  Stony  and  Terfilank^ft  Points : 
* '  that  he  wa«  taken  in  a  disguised  hahit,  on  his  way  to 
;v  New*  York ;  that  he  had  in  his  posse^iop  several  pa«^      .  >  . 
>    pm,  wbiidi  cotftAined  int^Uigence  for  th]6  enemy.  $  and  - 
' «    'ibat  agreeably  to  the  laws  and  usages     Mtions^ .  he  '  • . 
'  Ought  to  suffer  death."  '  '      '  ^  '  . 

After  iliis  report  of  the  board  of  ofRcers,  Washing-' .      .  ' 
ion  Implied  to  the  letter  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  aiid  en-  ^  ' 
closed  to  him  a  cofiy  of  the  decision.   As  a  last  ef- 
;   '  •  Ibrt,  then,  to  save  the  forfeited  life  of  his  friend,     •  " 
,    Clinton  proposed  that  General  liohertsou  and  twQ  . 
'  other  gentlemen  shoold  meet  Oener^l  Waihington^ 
or  otters  appointed  by  bini^  with  a  view  to  complete 
'  and  mutual  understanding  of  the  whole  business,  as 
^'   due  to  humanity,  before  the  decision  of  the  hoard 
*' 'shonld  be  carried  into  exeeutioa..  .Washington  t^a^ 
-  '  settted  that  Ctenend  OreeAe  shoilld  iitteet  General 
^  ^  **   Robertson.    JSvery  thing  that  ingenuity  or  humanity 
could  suggest,  was  urged  on  the  part  uf  the  British 
{General!  Migor  Andre  waj»  reprosentcd.as  (be  f  ar^' 
.  tiottlar  friend  of  the  cbtnmander- in.  chief,,  whom  it 
might  be  important  to  oblige  by  his  liberation ;  and 
in  the  end  an  absurd  and  thveatenini^  letter  .was  de-  ' 
livered  friMi  Arnold*   Bat  General  Greene  was  on*- 
sbaken^  in  bis  ofiinion  of  the  imtnre  of  the  transac-  r 
tion,  and  the  con  IV  re  nee  ended  without  efl'ect.    The  \ 
whole  American  army  appearjcd^.  ii^.tbe  iuust,  auju:-:  -  ^  ' 

4  S.  \     •  t 

•      «  •  .  1         ■   •    #  *  ' 

'»»  -It 

*  * 
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countable  manner,  to  be  interest;^  ia  the  fate  of  Ma-  ^ 
jor  Andrci  while  that  of  theif  oi^W  tidiiiiitryinaiii  Oi|i*  V 
•  fein  Hale,  who  had  fallen  faito  the  handa  of  the  eri^ 

niy, under  circumstances  precisely  sinular,  and  who.  \ 
bad  been  executed  in  the  vilest  manner^  at  New- York, 

'  :  without  the  formality  ,ot  a  board  of  iaqutiy^  had  been 

.    passed  over  ad  a  mailer  of  Goom^  withoiU  i 

to  excite  a  single  emotion  of  compassion  or  regret.  .  ^ 
Major  Andre^  it  is  true,  was  a  high  minded,  honoura- 
Uoy  brave  and  accomplished  youth ;  so  was  Captain  i 
Sale.   Migor  Andre  had  made  many  friends  among  " 
the  American  officers,  by  hiscalm,  dignified  and  man-  .  > 
ly  deportment  during  his  confinement — Captain  Hale  :  - 
was  of  a  dispositioft  and  character,  to  have  dpi^e  the  ,  V 
same,  bad  an  opportunity  been  allowed^  but  the  sum/ 

,    mary  manner  in  which  he  was  condemned  atid  exc-  -  | 
cutfid^Jieft  his  enemies  ignorant  of  his  nobility  of  soul :    •  • 

a  voice  was  raised  in  e^^tenuation  of  Ai^crimey       ;  { 
not  an  eye  ^ept  at  Us  fkte* 

When  Major  Andre  was  apprised  of  the  sentence  • 
of  death,  whichjiad  been  pronounced  against  liim,  he 
nkade  this  last  appeal  to  the  feelii^  of  Washington^  . 
in  a  letter  dated  the  day  before  his  exectitioih    Bnpy- ;  . 
ed  above  the  terrour  of  death,  by  the  Cfhriicionsness  - 
of  a  life  devoted  to  honourable  pursuits,  stained  .  ;.  . 
-  withnof  action  thai  can  give  me  remorse,  1  trust  that  ^ 
the  request  I  make  to  youi^  Exoellenoy  at  this  severe 
period  and  which  is  to  soften  my  last  moments^  will; 
not  be  rejected.  v 
%<f<  Sympathy  towiyrd  will  surely  induce 

you  to  adapt  the  made  of  my  death,  1U»  the  feelings  o^ 
a  man  of  honour.    Let  me  hope,  sir,  that  If  anght  iftv  ^ 
my  character  iigipresses  you  with  esteem  towards  me, 
jf  aught  Hm  my  misfortiiim  marl^s  me  the  victim  of 
^    policy,  nxA  of  resentmentf  I  ahaU  experienoe  the  ope* 
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ration  of  those  feelings  iu  your  breast,  by  beiaginfunn;; 
€d  that  I  ain  not  to  die  on  a  sribbet/'  -  \ 

'  Wftvdiagtany  who  in  relation  lo  tUs-  tnui9aciM% 
iiasbeeRtiriitided  by  his  eiDBmies  idfli  itie  epithets  ul 
cruel,  vindictive  and  savage,  on  the  receipt  of  the' 
Major's  letter,  felt  towards  th«  -unhappy  writer  &U 
iiie  ftympatbies  of  a  kind  and  odupasaioiu^  iiatiUraf, 
«iid  if  he  only  had  been  ;cofioeri6ed>  flie  pritoner 
'  Vonld  have  been  pardoned  and  enlarged.    But  the  in- 
terests of  his  country  were  at  stake,  and  the  stern- 
tiesa  of  jastioe  demanded  that  private  feelings  shonld . 
be  sacrificed* '  He  consulted  bia  ottcera  on  the  pro- 
priety of  listeninj^  to  Major  Andre's  request  to  re- 
ceive the  death  of  a  soUlieri  Mil  seemed  himself  do^ 
^airoap  thattius  last  poor  consoiatioa  jhould  be  giroft 
•  t0  binr  I  many  of  the  oflfeen       melted  to  softDeas 
by  the  manliness  of  his  appeal,  but  General  Greene, 
wliose  feelings  were  more  under  the  guidance  of  coojl 
discretion,  and  pradence,  intiated  on  the  justice  of  tha 
iieutencOf  and  the  necessity  of  example..'  -  On  tlhe  M. 
of  October,  this  unfortunate  young  man  expiated  the 
^nly  criminal  or  dishonourable  action  of  his  life,  on 
the  gallows;   He  resigned  himself  to  hia  fate  with 
Jheroick' fortitude,  aild  died  miversally  laaientedl^y: 

foes  as  well  as  friends/         *  •  ' - 

.  Arnold,  the  miserable  wretch,  whose  machinationa 
liad  led  to  this  nnhappy  catastrophe^  attempted  to  jn^- 
tity  Us  treachery  oA  the  ptea  of  Ibea'  of  cemn*' 
try.  With  the  most  infatuated  weakness,  he  endea- 
voured to  persuade  himself  and  others^  that  the  same 
attachment  to  the  bkereU»id  his  conniryy  which  had 
trst  led  Mm'  witit  enlhttsias&h  mtMkU^  take  up  artns 
in  her  defence,  imposed  oh  him  the  part  he  had  now 
taken.  The  detection  of  Andre^  ind^ad^  seema  to 
YOL.  « 
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flaw  fM^uced  a  tom^dnufjr  deraii|iuMQl  of.  mletleet^  > 
in  Arnold.   He  rccieved  the  newg  of  tt  with  a  pbren^^V 

zy  of  feeUna;  that  makes  his  escape  wonderful.  Hav-^  ^ 
ing  gained  the  Vulture  sloop  of  war,  he  delayed  not  -* 
li^pi^senl  biiksejf  Jiofm  theBriiistL^neral  At  Nevir^^ 
t^ork,  from  whom  be  received  the  |»rin0Nil^  JdB:4i9^  ^ 
bOQOur,  the  commission  of  Brigadier  General,  and 
Ihe  «am  of  ten  thousand  pounds  sferling.    This  last 
wae.      grand  eeeret  of  Ann<»l4-%i&lV  fm9  virtue ; 
Ins  vanity  and  extrtwragance  tied  led  him  into  expeo- 
ses  which  it  was  neither  in  the  power  or  will  of  Con- 
gress to  support;  he  had  involved  himself  in  debt, 
f^m  wldl^;;1ie>«^il^^  1^^^       of  .extricating  himself;  ^ 
and  his  holier  wafe  Im  The> 
tifst  thing  which  this  newly  created  loyalist  did,  on 
his  amv^,f L^W-York,  was  to  issue  an  address  to  ; 
||is,!^fqi^#r arms^.and  the  American 
pebple,  in  which  eft^  to  justify  his  coiir 

duct,  he  called  upon  them  with  no  less  insolence  than  ,  , 
absurdity,  to  look  upon  the  Congress  as  their  only 
real'enemtei^>nd  to  flock  to  the  standard  of  his  Ma-  \ 
jesty,^  where  they  wonid  rBf;i$ive.Uie;honoqrs  and  th^ , 
j)ay  due  to  their  services.   Oreatas  the  calculations  . 
of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  were,  upon  the  defection  of 
Arnold^  it  does  not  appear  that  his  example,  or  sub- 
sequent exertions^  iuflaeneed  a  single  individual  to 
desert  the  service  of  his  country*   Washington's  setti  , 
timents  on  this  event  were  thus  expressed  in  his  letter 
to  a  friend,  a  few  days  after  the  catastrophe.    "  In  up 
.^  Instance  since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  has  thi^ 
interposition  «»f  providence  appeared  more  reOiarka* 
^  ^^jj^ji^gpicuous,  than  in  the  rescue  of  the  post  and 
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"  How  far  Arnold  meant  to  iuvol  ve  me  iu  the  catas* 
trophe  of  this  plau^  does  not  appear  by  ^ny  indubfta^ 
bleevldeoce';  md  I  an  rasthihr  inelfi]^  to-tlunky .  Iw 
lUd  not  wish  to  hazard  the  more  important  object 
«    ♦    «     *     *  by  attempting  to  combine  two 
events,  the  lesser  of  w^hich,  ui^ht  haVe.  marred  the 
greater.  A  coinbiiiatioii' of .  totraordinary ,  m 
ces,  and  unaccoantable  deprivation  of  presence  of 
mind,  in  a  man  of  tbe  f\r<i  aiiilities^  and  the  virtue  of 
three  militia  men^  threw  the  Adjutant  General  of  th# 
British  foitM,  (with  the  foil  proof  of  Araeia's 
lention)  into  our  hands  ;and  buiibrtbe  egregio»a  Mv ' 
ly,  or  the  bewildered  ronceptron  of  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Jameson^  wlio  seemed  l4>st  in  a^stonisbment,  ami 
.  not  to  hare  known  wliat  he  wim  doings  I  should  an* 
doubtedly  have  gotten  Arnold.    Andre  has  met  his 
fate,  and  with  that  fortitude  which  was  to  be  expect- 
ed froin  an  accomplished  young  man  and  a  gallant 
Mceti  bttt.l  nnstfi^  if  Arnold  ^ubi giifferiiig nt  this 

With  respect  to  the  three  militia  men  who  liad  been 
the  instruments  of  Providence  in  thi^  signal  interpo- 
sition^  Cott^res^  jom  the  dd  of  November  reaolyedt 
that  Congress  have  a  higli  sense  of  the  virtAoos  and 
patriotick conduct  of  John  PaultUns;,  David  WilUama 
and  Isaac  Vanvert:  in  testimony  whereof,  orderedj^ 
that  each  of  them- receive  annoally  dOO  dollars  in  spe<*. 
cie,  or  an  equivalent  in' the  current  money  of  tbN^' 
states,  durini;  life ;  and  that  the  board  of  war  be  di-. 
rected  to  procure  for  each  of  them,  a  silver  medal,  on. 
line  aide  of  which  shall  be  a  shield  with  thb  inscrip^ 
tion^    fidelity/'  and  on  the  other^  the  following  mot-'  [ 
to,     vincit  amor  patvicB,^^  and  forward  them  to  the 
commander  in  chiefs  who  is  requested  (o  present  Utik 
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with  a  copy  iif      MioliafliiHi^^  i^^  flie" tliiinlt«'r 
of  Congress  for  their  fidelity,  and  the  emiueut  service  vi- 
they  have  rendered  their  CQ.aiitry."  v  • 

In  Umi  inean  time^  a  proposition  #iwi-^de  to  &if^i^_ 
Benrjr  Olinton  by  Waskington,  for  an  exebange.  of^  - 
officers^  who  \vcrc  prisoners,  wiiliout  includiug  the 
inrivates,  to  which  Sir  Henry  would  not  accede* ,  <ier  "^^  / 
lijml  Lincoln,  im  the  part  of  the  AwericanSy'  and--  . 
General  Phiiri[)s,  on  the  part  of  theBritish»  Were  ap-^ 
pointed  to  settle  tho  terms  of  a  cartel,  and  after  some 
objections  on  the  part  of  the  formtir  to  a  general  exv  ;* 
changei  whidi  had  been  denied!  nnadviseahle  on  acif^v     ' . 
iBtfiint'of      atx^eilsim  of  streii<z;thit  would  eivetotlia  '^  - 
enemy,  it  was  iinally  agreed  to  wave  that  consideration    ;  -  > 
for  the  present,  and  a  cartel  was  established  for  tljie  v 
v:*iM;^t|f^     offlcens.    The  cactel  induded  tha.^tfie^^ 
ffeans  of  New-York,  for  whom  an  equiyalent  was  t^  - .  ^ 
be  received  of  British  and  German  soblier^w  •  ^ 

On  the  141h  of  October,  Congress  resolved  to  erect  « 
anonnment  in  the  city  4>f  Annapolis  jo  Maryland^^  .  * 
to  the  mamory  of  the  Baifoti  de  Kalb^  to  bear  (he,  fott-: - 
lowing  inscripfioii :  "Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the 
Baron  De  Kalb,  Knisrht  of  the  roval  order  uf  milita^. 
ry  merit,  Brigadier  of  the  armies  of  France,  and-^;^* 
Major  General  in  the  service  ^sS  the  United  States  of^ 
America.    Having  8er\'ed  with  honour  and  i-eputa-   :  ^ 

m 

tion  for  three  yearsj,  he  gave  a  last  and  glorious  proof 
of  his  attachmejit  to  the  libeittes  of  qiankiod,  and  to  ' 
'  ilie  oaiise  of  America,  in  tbe  action  neiar  Oambden,  iik 
the  state  of  South  Carolina ;  where  leading  on  the 
regular  troops  of  Maryland  and  Delaware  agaiasi 
M^gn^^m^  animating  them  by  bis  exam]ita|» 

JO  deedi  of  yalonr,  be  was  Wounded  ^uiaaveral  places, 
jmd  died     the  1  Qtb^pf  Augnst  following,  in  the  48th 
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mar  of  hi$  kse.  The  Ooi^ms  pftheUDit^  Stafa^. , 
^  Anltericii^  in  ■dKttowledgmeiil  of  lih  mlt  of  hU. 

services,  and  of  liis  merit,  have  erected  this  mo9U-  • 
joeni.'' 

Th0  jrearcloaed  in  tbe  iiQr(h»  wilhoBt  i&UUmrjr 
aioveiiieiit  that  deserved  the  name'of  a  itopai^.-^ 

Numerous  skirmii^lie!^  of  scouting  parties  took  place,  . 
during  the  fall,  and  many  de{)redations  were  cotmmit- 
ted  oa.  both  sidet,  uiore  particulariy  by  the  Tefugeea^ 
New- York.  The  army  of  HTutiagkm  coatmuisd  eo 
weak,  both  in  point  of  numbers  and  supplies,  that  lie 
niras  glad  to  conUaue  in  a  state  of  inactivity^  or  pi*e- 
pm  ifor  pladog . himself  in  hi$  winter  quartefe  at 
Morristoini.  Bir  Seory  CUnton  also  seeuied  to  be 
well  pleased  that  the  appruach  of  winter  put  a  stop 
to  all  active  proceedings  iu  the  nortb>, as  it  enabled, 
him  to  eesd  off  conaiderablo  leiofiiteemeato  to  Corn- ' 

'  walUe^  ttt  Ihe  ftontb^  whidi  waa  fliili  dedtioed  to  be 
the  theatre  of  continued  couQicts.    He  had  despatch- 
ed Geueral  Leslie,  about  the  middle  of  October,  with  . 
8,000  troqM  to  the  Cheaapeake  Bay,  to  eooperaie  ^ 
vith  Lord  Oomwallis,  who,  he  suppuaed  wooldl  have . ' 
80  far  extended  his  conquests,  as  to  meet  the  rein- 
forcements at  Portsmouth ;  but  Leslie  on  his  arrival , 
at  this  place,  received  orders  from  his  lordship  • 

^proceed  to  Charlestoo,  whither  also  800  recroits  bad 
been  sent  from  New- York  to  the  southern  army.* 

Congress  having  ordered  that  a  court  martial  should 
sit  to  try  General  Gates  for  his  misfortaoes  at  the  bat-  ^ 
tte  of  Gamlidmi,  General  Greene  was  appointed  by  * 
Washington  to  take  his  place;  and  that  General  set  • 
out  for  the  south  in  the  beginning  of  November.  He 
eiLpressed  his  decided  disapprobation  of  the  conme.. 
pmaed  in  relatioB  to  General  Geles^  ami  iwrfr 
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miidi  tohb  honbur^  dedftrod  that-  he  wmiM  he  w^tt 

fiatisiied  to  siBrve  under  him.    But  whether  merely  un* 
fortunate^  or  blameably  negligent,  Gates  had  lost  tbe 
ce0ftdeHce  of  the  aouth^  and  his  removal  from  th§. 
Mdmknd  hecame  anMltor'iif  iieoessity. 

The  Chevalier  Oharles  Louis  de  Ternay,  knight 
of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  &c.  and  commander  of  the 
French  fleet  in  America,  died  at  I^iewport^  oa  the  i8th 
of  Uecemher.  His  polite  and  gentleraiml;  deport^ 
inent  had  endeared  him  to  the  Americanv,  and  Me 
premature  death  was  sincerely  regretted.  He  was 
interred  on  the  following  day  with  all  the  iionpim 
dae  to  hit  flf ivaie  worth  and  publick  statkm^  . 


«  • 
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Events  tff  17B0  ^9ii<imial#^-4SM^fit^tai3f  'eonftid  Juorol  Cbrii- 
fCHittlAr— ^little  of  €hUs*8  mytiiif^Colmd  Mbrgad  Ofriiwf  of 

' .  MUi^orongh^The  BrUUk  unity  move  frcmk  CgiiMelu^Cidiih 
'  M^ilvvle  defeats  a  foraging  party  tlk  miekniy^ihttiftU^tim 
/fiflfM^M  himHe^Vnnie^mfid  attmpt  of  (iU^  tiaitkk 

,  F^^rgtt^on^Corn^f^Uli$  retreafy-  UttptBrds  iSjmii^iuir'WtUM 
Sitmpter  forcMS  tkrtrtmiorehtttifhim  jttaekkiick  J^lL^Tke 
JSmieritm  army  move  from  Billshorough. — Getteral  Greeiie  or- 
'rites  to  take  commwid  of  the  soutfiern  amuj. — Oeneral  Gates  is 
kindly  received  hij  the  llrginia  legislature ^  and  retires  to  his 
'  farmj-^Colonel  Washington  with  his  ca  valry  effects  the  surrender 
0f  a  garrison  at  RudgA  ifs  Farm  by  stratagem.— ^General  Greene 
takes  a  position  on  the  Pedte. — Morgan  advances  to  the  Pacolet 
a  nd  li  road  River  S4 — Leslie  arrives  at  Charleston  with  reinforce  - 
wf-j^/s  for  Cornwailis,  and  niarehes  to  Camhdeii. — Half  pay  for 
life  voted  by  Congress  to  their  officersj^—J^Iajor  Lee  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel — is  ordered  to  the  south. — T}te 
JHaron  de  Steuben  ordered  to  Virginia. — Massachusetts  estalh  • 
lishes  an  Jtcademy  of  Arts  and  Sciences. — Pennsylvania  abolish-  * 
es  slavery. — Tfie  torture  abolidie^in  Fran£»^The  UiqmsUioi^ 

•  MboMedby  UhtDuki  of  ModeHo.    .  : 

■.  '    ,  ■     ' ..       ,  ■  » .■  ' 

«    •  SI  ■ 

^  ■_       •         *         •    ^    •  #  - 

.  .Tfifi  ektr«iii0  heai  of  the  weatber  in  Soiith  Caroji-  ^ 
toiy  the  tmbealihfive'ss  of  the  deaaon^  and  the  went  of 
Btores  which  were  daily  expected  from  New-York, 
prevented  Lord, pprawaliU  from  being  immediately  . 
«bi|ie.to  pnr^,  the  advaata^  he  had  gained  hy  the  ;  ' 
delhatof  General  Galea.:  Be  i^muiiedy  therefore^  at' 
Cambden,  for  some  time  after  the  battle,  engaged  in 
the  civil  duties. pf  his. goveriameiii  ,.1h,  the  execatiqa 
«f  thc^se^  he  was  evto  mole  r^^foiia  Uiaa  Shr  Henty 
QfinCte  Uttsietf  had  heeiu  Havia^  despatebBd/^'- 


OTflm  te  ITiipih  C^ioUm  for  the  Imiindtato/MMife^  > 

bling  and  arming  of  the  loyalists,  aad  issued  a  second 
proclamation,  denoaociug   death  against  all  who 
.  ^hoald  be  found  in  arms  agaiiist  hU  Mi^eslgrmftw  nt^, 
v^oeiVing  protections;  he  proceeded  lo  uppoini  a  oomp 
,  missioner  to  confiscate  and  sell  the  estates  of  all  who 
■[  adhered  to  the  cause  of  their  country.    His.orders  to 
;^Lieutenai)ti  Colonel  Groger,  who  comiJijUM^^  ^^he 
^^the  Bvitidb  garrison  of  Ninety^Six^  will  nbovr  *the 
'  Sanguinary  policy  which  Lord  CornwalUs  had  now 
:  determined  to  adopt.    "1  have  given  orders  that  all* 
f^Afi  inhabi|t9J)^()|  of  this  provittce  who  have  anbrnittedf 
Vand  who  wstt^'iaken  a  part  in  tbb  reVolt^  ^should  be 
punished  with  the  greatest  rij^our,  that  they  should 
bk  impiiioned,  and  their  whole  property  taken  iVom 
destroyed.   I  have  likewise  directed^  thai 
^^confiscations  shoold  be  made  out  of  their  efi^ta,  to 
^  the  persons  who  have  been  pliuulered  and  oppressed 
by  them.    I  have  ordered  in  the  most  positive  man- 
Jier>  that  every  militia  man  who  had  horiie  af^a.  with 
iis^  and  had  afterwards  joined  the  enemy,  shoold  b^ 
imnipdiatchi  hanged.    I  have  now,  sir,  only  to  desii^e,- 
that  you  will  take  the  most  rigorous  measures^  to  ex- 
vt|tt|piish  the  rebellicm.  in  the  district  in.  which  ywt 
:^mmand;  and  that  yon  wiU  obey>  in  the  strictesi. 
y  manner,  the  directions  I  have  given  iu  this  letter^  re- 
lative  to  the  treatment  of  this  country.*'  ^ 

Several  of  the  mijitia  men,  takea  in  the  late  ,de^ 
'^at,  were  actoally  hangednnder  this  orde^ ;  nor  War 
the  rigour  of  Lord  CornwalUs  confined  to  men  of  this 
f  description  :  some  of  the  mo^t  respectable  persons  ia, 
^,  the  stfUe»  who  had  never  s6B|^t  or  accepted  tlie  pro- 
vTfectionof  theBrkishcommander,  but  whorematoedpri- 
^^f^oiicrsoujj^aj^la^w^^^^^  of  prison  ships, 
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wd  afterwards  sept  to  St.  Augustine.    And  now  it 
was,  ihat  Oongresa  began  to  feel  the  impropriety  of 
their  oondoGt  with  rci^ard  to  the  convention  troops  of 
Bnr2;oyne;  they  dared  not  complaia  of  Cornvvallis's 
tending  bis  prisoners  wherever  he  pleased ;  he  had 
.  as  ihttcb  right  tp  be  influenced  by  moHves  of  policy^ 
as  they  had,  and  was  quite  as  excnseable  for  giving 
that  name  to  his  own  whims  and  caprices.    The  only 
•  difterence  in  the  two  cases^  was^  that  the  prisoners  in  . 
Charleston  were  sent  away  from  their  homf»s«.  their 
wives  and  children,  whereas  the  troops  of  Burgoyne 
had  already  left  all  these  endearments  and  consola- 
tions before  they  became  prisoners*    Thus  does  in- 
justice  punish  itself. 

We  left  General  Gates  with  the  wretched  remnant 
of  his  army  at  Hillsborongh.  They  w  ere  so  reduced 
in  numbers,  that  the  wh^le  were  arranged  in  two  bat- 
ialionsy  the  first  under  the  command  of  M^or  Ander* 
son ;  the  second  under  Major  Hardeman — thus  form- 
ing one  regiment,  the  command  of  which  was  given 
to  Colonel  Otho  H.  William  with  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel  John  £.  Howard^  both  of  whom  had  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  hard  fought  battle  of  Cambden. 
They  were  destitute  of  every  thing  necessary  for  of- 
fensive or  active  operations,  being  without  provision^ 
clothing  or  pay :  but  their  spirits  remained  unsubdu- 
ed, and  their  fidelity  to  the  cause  unshaken  by  a 
thousand  temptations  daily  offered  to  seduce  them  to 
the  ranks  of  their  enemies.  On  the  10th  of  Septem- 
ber^  this  little  army  was  augmented  by  the  arrival  of 
about  300  men  from  Virginia,  consisting  of  the  re- 
mains of  Colonel  Buford's  regiment,  and  a  small  body 
<tf  Porterfteld's  light  infantry.  These  were  formed 
into  a  second  regpnent  under  Colonel  Boford^  and  f 
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the  command  of  llic  two  was  given  to  General  Small- 
wood.  By  the  beginning  of  October,  tbe  array  was , 
farther  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Morgan^ 
who  was  in  himself  a  host^  and  the  cavalry  under 
Washington  and  White.  The  arrival  of  Morgan 
made  some  change  in  the  disposition  of  the  troops  . 
necessary.  Four  companies  of  infantry  under  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Howard,  the  cavalry,  and  a  small 
body  of  Virginia  rillemen,  were  formed  into  a  sepa- 
rate corps,  and  placed  under  Morgan,  who  was  or- 
dered to  march  with  them  towards  Salisbury^  to  co- 
'  operate  with  the  North  Carolina  militia,  the  com- 
mand of  whii  h  had  been  given  by  the  legislature  to 
General  Soiallwood. 

Lord  Cornivallis,  having  ait  length  received  the  ne- 
cessary so [) [dies,  prepared  tD  enter  tpon  active  ope-  . 
rations  for  Ihe  conqncst  of  North  Carolina.    He  des- 
patched Colonel  Ferguson  with  his  corps  of  light  in- 
fantry and  militia  to  the  frontiers  of  North  Carolina, 
^    and  Tarleton  with  his  legion  to  scour  the  country 
west  of  the  Watcree,  while  his  lordship  moved  on 
the  8th  of  Soptemher  to  the  W^axhaws,  where  he 
halted  uhtil  Tarleton  joined  him.   Colonel  Davie 
who  was  stationed  in  this  settlement  with  his  parti- 
zan  corps,  w  as  compelled  to  move  oil'  on  the  approach 
of  Cornwallis,  and  establish  himself  ut  Providence. 
Vrom  this  place  he  conducted  a  successftil  enterprise 
against  a  foraging  party  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of 
light  troops  and  loyalists,  on  the  southern  banks  of 
the  Catawba.   He  came  upon  them  unperceived  on 
the  morning  of  Sldt  of  September,  at  a  plantation 
which  belonged  to  Wsiliab,  one  of  his  captains,  and 
compelled  Ihem  to  liy  in  great  confusion,  with  the  loss 

of  60  of  their  number  killed  and  wounded^  90  horses^ 
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and  ISO  Btand  of  arms.  But  the  firitish  ariay  were 
too  nea^  tb  remaio  loog  in  i^iiorance  of  this  transac- 
tion ;  a  sufficient  number  speedily  collected,  and  Co- 
lonel Davie>  in  his  turn,  was  compelled  to  retreat^ 
while  the  enraged  enemy^  in  view  of  the  anhappy 
Wahaby  set  fire  to  his  house  and  left  bis  helpless  wife  - 
and  children  without  a  shelter. 

In  the  mean  time,  Colonel  Ferguson  having  ad- 
yaaced  beyond  the  frontiers  of  North  Carolina  into 
*  Tryon  county,  ravaging  and  laying  waste  the  whole 
country  on  his  march,  received  intelligence  from  Lord 
Cornwallis  of  an  unsuccessful  attack^upon  Augusta^i 
by  Colonel  Ciarkot  and  orders  to  intercept  him  in  his 
retreat.  Colonel  Clarke^  of  whose  enterprising  spi- 
rit, we  have  iiefore  had  occasion  to  speak,  had  never 
lost  siglit  of  tlie  hope  of  recovering  Augustay  and  hav- 
ing collected  a  body  of  hardy  mountaineers^  deter* 
mined  upon  attacking  it,  while  defended  only  by  a 
weak  garrison  of  150  men  under  Colonel  Brown. 
The  latter  olhcer  on  the  approach  of  Clarke  with- 
drew his  garrison  from  the  town  and  retired  towards 
Ghirden  Hill^  where,  in  spite  of  the  vigorous  attack 
of  Clarke  with  7<^0  mm,  he  succeeded  in  establish- 
irtg  himi^elf  in  a  strong  positiou.  All  the  efforts  of 
Colonel  Clarke  to  reduce  this  bVave  officer  with  his 
little  band  to  snbmiftslon  were  unavailing ;  cut  off 
from  provisions  and  vrater,  Colonel  Brown  still  main- 
tained his  position  for  four  days»  when  the  arrival  of 
Colonel  Cruger  with  a  reinforcement  from  Ninety. 
8ix,  relieved  him  from  his  unpleasant  situation,  and 
forced  Colonel  Clarke,  whose  ammunition  was  ex- 
hausted, to  withdraw  his  troops.  Colonel  Ferguson^ 
who  believed  himself  safe  from  the  attack  of  any  ene- 
my in  his  ueigUbourhoodi  posted  Uiiii^elf  oa  King's 
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Mountain^  and  quietly  waited  to  intercept  Clarke  on 
his  retam.   His  security,  however,  was  hot  of  short 

continuance  :  for  a  oumerous  body  of  hardy  troops 
from  the  western  parts  of  Virp;inia  and  North  Caro- 
lina, having  been  collected  under  Colonels,  Williams^ 
(of  Ninety-Six)  Campbell,  Cleaveland,  Shelby  and 
Sevier,  for  the  purpose  of  moving  upon  Augusta, 
hearing  of  the  failure  of  Clarke,  and  receiving  intelli- 
gence at  the  same  time,  of  Ferguson's  situation,  de- 
termined  upon  turning  their  arms  against  him.  They 
halted  for  this  purposo  at  Gilberttown,  and  selcrtins; 
1^00  of  their  bravest  men,  formed  them  into  three  di- 
visions, and  ascended  the  thickly  wooded  summit  of 
King^s  Mountain.   Cleaveland,  with  his  division^ 
■was  the  first  to  2:ain  sight  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  and 
halting  his  men,  he  addressed  them  in  the  following 
simple,  affecting  and  animating  terms :    My  brave 
fellows,  wekaffe  beat  ihe -tarieSf  and  we  can  beat 
them :  they  are  all  cowards.    If  they  had  the  spirit 
of  men,  they  would  join  with  their  fellow-citizeus  in 
supporting  the  independence  of  their  country*  When 
engaged,  yon  are  not  to  wait  for  the  word  of  com- 
mand from  me.    I  will  shoic  you  by  niif  example  how 
^  ^S^i'    1         undertake  no  more.    Every  man 
must  consid^  himself  as  an  officer^  and  act  from  hia 
own  judgment.   Fire  as  quick  as  you  can,  and  stand 
your  ground     long  as  you  can.    Whe  n  you  can  do 
no  better,  get  behind  trees,  or  retreat;  but  I  beg  of 
you  not  to  run  quite  off*.   If  we  are  repulsed,  let  us 
make  a  point  to  return,  and  renew  the  fight.  Perhaps 
we  may  have  better  luck  in  the  second  attempt  than  in 
the  first.    If  any  of  you  are  afraid^  such  have  leave 
to  retire,  and  they  are  requested  immediately  to  ttdee 
ihemselveaoffJ^ 


.     AUBRICAK  BBYOLUTIOM.  *  d6& 

•  ♦ 

ThU  address*  which  would  have  done  honoar  to  the 
hero  of  Agincourt,  being  ended,  the  men  riished  upon 

the  enemy's  i)ickels,  and  forced  them  to  retire  ;  but . 
leturniag  agaiu  tu  the  charge  with  the  baj  onet^  Cleve- 
land's men  gave  way'  in  their  turn.  In  the  mean 
time  Colonel  Shelby  advanced  with  his  division,  and 
was  in  like  manner  driven  back  by  the  bayonets  of  the 
enemy  ;  but  there  was  yet  another  body  of  assailants 
to  be  received:  Colonel  Campbell  moved  up  at  the 
moment  of  Shelby's  repulse^  but  was  equally  unable  to 
stand  against  the  British  bayonet,  and  Feri;ason  still 
kept  possession  of  his  mountain.  The  whole  of  the 
division  being  separately  baffled,  deterinined  to  make 
another  eifort  in  cooperation,  and  the  conflict  became 
terrible.  Ferguson  still  depended  upon  the  bayonet  ; 
but  this  brave  and  undaunted  officer  after  gallantly 
snstaining  the  attack  ior  nearly  an  hour,  was  killed 
by  a  musket  hall,  and  his  troops  soon  after  surrender- 
ed at  discretion.  The  enemy^s  loss  on  this  occasion 
was  300  killed  and  wounded,  800  prisoners,  and 
idOO  stand  of  arms.  Our  loss  in  killed  was  no  more 
than  about  80,  amon^  whom  was  Colonel  Williams, 
one  of  our  most  active  and  enterprising  officers :  our 
number  of  wounded  was  very  consiilerable. 

^ord  Comwallis  had,  in  the  mean  time,  advanced 
towards  Salisbury,  little  drcamins;  of  tlie  reverse  of 
fortune  in  store  for  him.  He  had  been  so  lon^  and  so 
invariably  successful,  that  he  had  begun  to  think,  the^ 
terrobr  of  his  name  was  sufficient  to  quell  e\'ery  thing 
like  rebellion.  But  the  intelligence  oi'  Ferguson's 
defeat,  and  the  death  of  an  officer  on  whom  so  much 
of  hiahopes  dependedfor  the  discipline  of  the  royalists, 
as  well  as  the  reduction  of  the  friends  of  government 
on  the  coniiues  of  thv  two  disj[»uted  states,  gav  e  a  check 
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to  the  projectsof  his  Lordship  and  deiermined  him  to 
retreat  towards  Cambden.  He  cominenced  his  retreat 

on  the  14th  of  October,  and  after  a  tedious  and  fatigu- 
ing inarch^  rendered  ditticult  by  heavy  rains  wliich 
swelled  the  watercourses  and  saturated  the  earthy  ho 
arrived  at  Winnsborough  on  the  29th  where  he  estab- 
lished himself,  for  the  convenience  of  protecting  the 
country  between  Cambden  and  Ninety  Six.  Boon 
after  his  arrival  here,  Cornwallis  des|)atched  Tarle- 
ton  with  a  view  to  cut  off  General  Sumpter,  who  had 
never  been  a  moment  idle  when  an  opportunity  of- 
feired  of  striking  at  the  enemy.  He  was  nfow  posted 
near  the  Tyger  river,  at  Blackstock  Hill^-whero 
Ti;rleton  encountered  him  on  the  Wih  N  ov  eml)er.  A 
part  of  Sumpter's  force  had  possession  of  a  log  ham, 
which  served  as  a  secure  defence  against  the  attack  of 
cavalry,  while  the  apertures  between  the  logs  allow- 
ed those  within  an  opportunity  of  firing  to  gri'aL  ad- 
vantage. The  63d  regiment,  wiiich  liad  just  met  with 
a  severe  repulse  by  Sompter^  on  the  Santee^  was  or- 
dered to  join  Tarleton  in  his  attack  ;  but  this  officer, 
with  his  usual  impatience  and  impetuosity,  being  join- 
ed by  80  of  their  mounted  jnf an  try,  pushed  on  without 
waiting  for  the  remainder,  with  ^0  men.  Sumptet 
was  80  advantageously  posted,  that  nothing  but  the 
most  daring  presumption  on  the  part  of  Tarleton, 
could  have  led  him  to  hope  for  success  ;  his  rash  va- 
lour had  served  him  on  other  occasions,  and  he  bad 
been  the  minion  of  fortune  so  long  that  he  fancied  the 
vigour  of  his  arm  invincible.  No  troops  could  have 
•  behaved  better  than  those  of  Tarleton ;  but  Sumpter's 
strength  of  position  and  great  superiority  of  numbeiv^ 
rendered  their  valour  unavailing.  The  party  belong- 
ing to  the  Oc^d  regiment  were  literally  cut  to  pieces^ 
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ihcir  commanding  officer,  Major  Money,  two  Lieulon-  ; 
aats^  &od  a  thud  of  the  privates  being  killed.  Tarle- 
ton  endeavonred  to  support  the  charge  of  hia  piurtyi  ^ 
but  was  compelled  to  fall  back  ;  the  whole  of  the  as*  • 
gallants  retreated  until  they  formed  a  junction  with 
the  regiment  advancing,  to  their  support    General  ! 
Bumpter  was  severely  woanded  in  the  attack  ;  and 
having  remained  on  the  ground  long  enough  to  bury 
his  dead  and  take  care  of  the  wounded,  as  well  his  . 
own  as  those  of  the  enem^,  he  retired  across  the  Ty-. 
ger,  not  being  strong  enough  to  wait  for  a  second  at-  * 
tack  from  Tarleton's  reinforcements. 

General  Marion  in  the  mean  time  continued  his 
skirmishing  withgreat  succetss,  having  always  a  place 
of  retreat  sosecnre  and  concealed  that  the  enemy  were 
never  able  to  find  him  ont^  unless  he  chose  himself  to 
offer  them  battle,  athing  which  he  never  declined  when 
an  opportunity  offered.  The  services  of  this  officer 
were  so  various  andconstant,  but  so  unconnected  in 
general  with  the  operation  of  the  main  army^  that  it  ^ 
would  require  a  si  parate  volume  to  detail  his  gallant 
exploits.  He  was  never  idle ;  though  repeatedly  left 
with  not  more  than  a  dozen  militiamen,  he  was'  con- 
stantly  in  the  field,  and  constantly  on  the  watck  for 
an  occasion  of  using  his  little  band  for  the  advauce- 
ment  of  the  great  cause  of  resistance  to  the  invaders  of 
Us  native  land.  « 

The  defeat  of  Colonel  Ferguson  had  raised  tlie 

hopes  of  the  American  army,  as  much  as  it  depressed 

tbose-of  Comwallis;  and  notwithstanding  the  complete 

rout  of'  Gates  at  Cambden,  the  enemy  bad  so  far  the 

worst  of  the  campaign,  having  lost  a  greater  uumher 

of  men  than  the  Americans,  and  been  compelled  to 

abandon  several  posts  wkich  they  held  in  the  begin* 

♦  • 
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niog  of  the  campaign.  With  some  little  gleam  ol' 
bope^  sfainiQg  upon  them  amid  the  gloom  which  had 
80  long  enveloped  the  souths  the  American  army  mov- 
ed from  Hillsborough  on  the  2(1  November,  and  reach- 
ed Salisbury  on  the  8tb;  a  distance  of  one  hundred 
miles.  General  Gates  remained  at  Hillsborough  a 
few  days  longer,  enj(»ying  the  pleasing  anticipation  of 
being  able  soon  to  retrieve  his  losses,  when  he  receiv- 
ed the  rumour  of  Greene's  appoiutiiieut^  and  of  a  court 
of  inquiry  to  be  held  on  his  conducts  In  addition  to 
this  information,  which  perhaps  was  not  altogether 
unexpected  by  him,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  teni- 
p<M'  of  Congress,  he  received  also  the  afflicting  news 
of  the  death  of  his  only  son.  This  was  a  trial  of  his 
firmness  which  it  required  all  his  philosophy  to  sup- 
port ;  but  General  Gates  suffered  neither  grief  nor 
resentment  to  stifle  the  dictates  of  duty.  His  efforts^ 
tn  the  contrary^  were  redoubled  to  place  his  army  in 
such  a  situation  as  would  give  the  least  trouble  to  his 
successour;  and  if  the  same  caution  and  prudence  of 
arrangeinent  had  been  observed  in  his  earlier  move* 
meutsy  as  now  characterized  the  disposition  of  his  re- 
duced means,  the  laurels  of  Saratoga  would  have  flou- 
rished in  uudimiuished  freshness.  Having  arrived  at 
Salisbury^  General  Gates  direpted  General  Small- 
wood  to  encamp  with  his  division  at  Providence^  and 
to  l>uild  hiiU  for  the  winter  accommodation  of  the 
men,  while  Morgan,  who  at  the  repeated  solicitation 
of  General  Gates  had  been  promoted  to  the  rmk  of 
Brigadier,  was  directed  to  take  a  position  somewhat 
in  advance  with  the  light  troops,  the  General  himself 
fixing  his  hcail  quarters  at  Charlotte. 

Things  were  thus  situated^  when  on  the  Sd  of  Pe- 
cember^  General  (Breeue  arrived  to  take  the  <9MDmand. 
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He  was  received  by  General  Gates  with  «  noble  cor* 
dialUy^  that  did  honoar  to  hb  heart  |  and  on  the  sue* 

ceeding  day  the  command  was  transferred  to  him 
in  the  following  general  orders.  "  The  honourable 
Miyor  General  Greene,  who  arrived  yesterday 
afternoon  In  Charlotte,  being  appointed  by  his  £x« 
cellency  General  Washington,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  honourable  Congress,  to  the  command  of 
the^Southem  army,  all  orders  will  for  the  future  issue 
from  him,  and  all  reports  are  to  be  made  to  him.— 
General  Gates  returns  his  sincere  and  grateful  thanks 
to  the  Southern  army,  for  their  perseverance,  forti- 
tude and  patient  endarance  of  all  the  hardships  and 
sufferings  they  have  undergone  while  under  his  com- 
maritl.  He  anxiously  hopes  their  misfortunes  will 
cease  therewith ;  and  that  victory,  and  the  glorious  ad- 
vantages attending  it,  may  be  the  future  portion  of 
the  Southern  army."  The  conduct  of  General  Greene 
on  this  uupleasaut  occasiou  evinced  his  great  delica- 
cy, and  undiminished  respect  for  the  unfortunate 
Gates*  Hepublickly  thanked  him  for  his  polite  re*  * 
ception,  and  as  a  further  compliment,  confirmed  by 
general  order,  all  the  standing  orders  of  Gates. 

General  Gates  remained  no  longer  than  was  neces- 
sary  to  make  the  requisite  communications  to  his  sue-, 
cessour,  of  whom  he  took  an  affectionate  leave,  and 
proceeded  slowly  towards  the  north.  Where  he  had 
a  few  months  before  been  met  with  greetings  and 
shouts  of  welcome,  he  was  now  received  with  cold 
politeness,  or  chilling  indiflference ;  nor  until  he  arriv- 
ed at  Richmond,  the  capital  of  Virginia,  did  he  see  a 
smile  of  recognition  or  hear  a  whisper  of  condolence 
or  consolation  under  his  misfortunes.  His  splendid 
victory  at  Saratoga  waa  forgotten  in  his  more  recent 
VQu  II.  47  .  ' 


Digitized  by  Google 


▲MERiCAN  &£V0JUUTlO^ 


defeat  Bui  thus  it  is  ever  with  the  worlds  always 
ready  to  miDister  to  the  pride  of  anccesfly  and  ever 
prone  to  shun  or  insult  misfortune.   The  Legislatore 

of  y  irginia,  huw  ever,  made  an  honourable  exception 
to  this  remark*  As  soon  as  they  heard  of  the  Gene- 
rals arrival,  they  appointed  a  committee  of  their  body 
4o  wait  on  him  with  the  aNSurance  of  their  high  regard 
and  esteem  ;  "  that  the  remembrance  of  his  former 
p;l()riou8  services  cannot  be  obliterated  by  any  reverse 
of  fortune;  but  tiiat  this  house  ever  mindful  of  his  gteat 
merit,  will  omit  no  opportunity  of  testifying  to  the 
world,  the  gratitude  which  jis  a  member  of  the  Ame- 
rican Union,  this  country  owes  him  in  his  military 
character/^  This  kindness  from  so  important  a  num* 
ber  of  the  union,  made  a  deep  impression  on  the  mind 
of  General  (iates  ;  and  the  subsequent  respectful  re- 
ception which  he  met  with  from  the  commander  ia 
chief,  tended  to  soothe  the  feelings  with  which  he 
*  now  retired  to  his  farm  never  more  to  mingle  in  the 
strife  of  Ids  country. 

(ieueral  Gates  had  scarcely  resigned  the  command 
of  the  army,  when  intelligence  arrived  of  a  skirmish 
between  a  part  of  Morgan's  corps  and  a  foraging  par- 
ty of  the  enemy.  Morgan  had  attempted  with  his  in- 
fautry  to  intercept  one  of  those  parties  who  had  ad- ' 
vanced  into  the  country  some  distance  from  their  main 
body,  but  they  managed  to  elude  his  efforts.  Washing- 
ton, however,  who  with  his  cavalry  had  taken  a  more 
extensive  circuit,  advanced  to  Clermont,  where  agar- 
rison  of  100  men  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rudgely^ 
.  were  posted  in  a  block  house,  or  rather  a  log  barn, 
-  impenetra])le  to  small- arms,  and  secured  from  the  at- 
tack of  cavalry  by  a  surrounding  abbatis.  It  had  been 
Washington's  intention  to  carry  this  place  by  sur- 
prise, but  finding  this  impracticable,  he  resorted  to  a 
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vu$e  ie  guerre  which  procored  the  surrender  of  the 

garrison  without  a  shot.  By  advancing  his  cavalry 
80  ai^  to  show  only  their  fronts  some  of  the  rear  were  . 
enabled  to  dismouninnperoeived  ^  and  having  worked 
a  pine  log  into  the  rongh  semblance  of  a  piece  of  artil- 
lery, it  was  brought  up  with  great  parade  and  poinf  cd 
against  the  house.  This  done>  the  commanding  oihcer 
was  summoned  to  surrender,  and  seeing  no  hope  of 
being  able  to  stand  a  siege,  he  obeyed  the  summcps 
w'ithout  hesitation  ;  and  having  taken  care  of  the  pri- 
sonersy  and  demolished  the  barn  and  abbati^,  Wash- 
ington returned  in  triumph  to  his  brigade. 

Immediately  after  this  event,  General  Greene  mov- 
ed with  the  main  body  of  the  army,  and  established 
himself  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Pedee^  nearly  oppo- 
sito  Oheraw  hill,  a  part  of  the  country,  which  not  on*  . 
ly  afforded  abundant  supplies  for  his  troops,  but  of- 
fered a  convenient  rendezvous  for  the  militia.  Gene- 
ral Morgan  had  received  a  reinforcement  of  500  mi- 
litia, under  General  Pickens,  which  gave  him  a  res« 
pectable  brigade,  with  which  he  took  post  near  the 
confluence  of  the  Pacolet  and  Broad  rivers. 

General  Leslie  arrived  at  Charleston  with  the  suc- 
cours to  Comwallis  on  the  13th  of  December  $  and  . 
leaving  a  part  of  his  troops  for  the  protection  of  that 
city^  he  marched  immediately  with  the  remainder, 
amounting  to  i&QO  to  Cambden,  where  Garnwallis 
had  ordered  him  to  join  him.  In  this  situation  we 
must  leave  the  two  armies,  to  bring  the  miuoi'  iuci« 
dents  of  the  year  to  a  close. 

Congress  among  other  resolutions  relating  to  the 
army,  in  October,  resolved  that  all  officers  who  contin- 
ued in  service  to  tlir  end  of  the  war,  should  receive 
half  pay  for  life.   About  the  same  time,  Major  Hen* 
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rj  Lee,  being  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonely  was  ordered  to  join  the  southern  army  with 
his  legionajry  corps  i  and  the  Baron  Stenben  was  di« 
rected  to  proceed  to  Virginiay  with  a  view  to  the  pros- 
per organization  of  its  means  of  defence.  The  depar- 
ture of  General  Leslie  Jrom  Portsmouth^  about  the 
time  of  the  Baron's  arrival  at  Bicbmond,  prevented 
the  necessity  of  those  raeasnres  which  had  been  plan- 
ned  for  his  expulsion^  and  Virginia  continued  to  en- 
jojr  repose. 

This  year  was  remarkable  forthe  enactment  of  foor 
laws,  by  four  separate  and  distinct  powers,  for  the  pro* 

motion  of  human  happines9,and  the  diffusion  of  the  b1  cs- 
sings  of  peace  and  liberty,  amidst  the  turmoils  and 
distresses  of  war. — i.  The  general  court  of  Massa- 
chnsette,  in  May,  passed  an  act  to  incorporate  and  es- 
tablish  a  society  for  the  cultivation  and  promotion  of 
the  Arts  and  Sciences,  by  the  name  of  The  American 
Jteademy  ofJbUand  Sciences.  Sd.  Pennsylvania  pas- 
sed  a  law  for  ever  abolishing  slavery  in  that  state.  -Sd* 
The  King  of  France,  by  solemn  edict  declared  the 
trial  by  torture  to  be  for  ever  at  an  end.  He  like- 
.  wise,  of  his  own  will,  made  retrenchment  of  no  less 
than  four  Luiidred  of  his  household,  thus  lessening  by 
the  annual  amount  of  so  many  salaries,  the  taxes  of 
the  French  people.  And  4th.  The  Puke  of  Mode- 
na,  after  the  death  of  the  grand  Inquisitor^  abolished 
the  Inquisition  throughout  his  dominions,  and  order- 
ed its  revenues  to  be  applied  to  purposes  of  charity^ 
and  publick  accommodation. 
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CHAPT£&  XVI. 

Events  of  17  ^Ij-^fovtments  of  the  army  in  the  South. — Lieulenant 
Colonel  Lee  joins  the  army  unth  his  Ugionr-^Lu  and  Marion 
surprise  the  British  post  of  Georgetounu^^^Comwallis  advaneeo 
fnm  Camhden^BaUle  of  the  Cmrpens,  and  defeat  of  Tarle^ 
imiwMiTgtm  T^tnaU  to  the  CSotowAow— ihm  joined  by 
wrtd  €hetne4 — ComwoUii  U  prtvenied  from  erouing  by  tkB 
sudden  rUe  of  ths  rwer^Oeneral  Ihvidsan  opposing  his  po»^ 
M^iiHtts^iMifoiiilupei^  mtKHa  st  Tema^U^ 
Ortsns  retreats  towards  GuUfordCmtrt  House,  crosses  ffte  Tad" 
kinfOndis  again  savsd  by  the  swelUng  of  the  river^^Oreene 
and  ffugerform  a  junethn  at  OuUford  Court  House,  Uiey 
retreat  to  Virginia  uerose  the  Dan^-'-^SBnrmuh  between  Lss^s 
and  Tsrkton^s  horeor^-XfemwoUis  moves  to  HUUborough^ 
Greene  neroeses  the  Dan  and  advances  towards  the  BritUh^ 
Lee  disperses  a  large  party  of  royalists  under  Colonel  Pyle^ 
His  attempts  to  bring  Tarleton  te  action  faiU^'Cfte  latter  re* 
treats  to  Hillsborough, — Cornivallis  again  moves  in  pursuit  of 
Greene,  forces  Colonel  Williams  to  retreat. — J^Ianwuvres  of  Lee 
and  his  Legion^Oeneral  Greene  retires  across  the  Hau\  and 
ComwaUis  relinquishes  the  pursuit. — Greene  receives  a  rein- 
forctmentt — Moves  to  Guilford  Court  Uouse^ — Battle  of  Guil- 
ford.— Defeat  of  General  Greene^— 'Cornwnllis  retires  to  IVil- 
mingtnn^—^Gre^ne  pursues  him  OS  far  as  Mamsay^s  Milk  where 
he  encamps  his  army* 

A  few  days  aftec  the  las^  movemeot  of  General 
fheene  wbich  we  IpaYe  meotbaed,  Lteatenant  Coldnel 
Lee  joined  the  army  with  his  legion,  amounting  to  aboot 
100  horse,  and  180  foot.  This  corps  was  immediate- 
ly ordered  to  cross  the  Pedee  and  advance  to  ihe  sup* 
port  <ir  Brigadier  General  Marion.  The  moTementa . 
of  MaruHiy  as  we  have  before  observed,  were  so  ra- 
pid and  various,  and  8ometime««  so  secret  that  it  was 
difficult  even      hia  frienda  to  find  bim ;  and  it  waa . 
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Bot  until  after  considerable  search^  that  Lee  was  ena- 
bled to  learn  his  position  and  commnnicate  bia  orders. 
He  fonnd  Mm  at  length  in  tbe  swamps  between  the 
Pedee  and  Santec  rivers,  engaged  in  his  usual  enter- 
prises against  the  enemy's  posts,  ^oon  after  thejunc- 
tion,  a  scheme  was  projected  for  surprising  the  British 
Colonel  Campbell,  who  was  stationed  with  a  garrison 
of  SOO  men  in  Georgetown.    Tlie  fort  or  inclosed 
work  which  constituted  the  principal  defence,  was 
situated  a  little  out  of  the  town^  but  being  too  small  to 
afford  quarters  for  tiie  men,  they  were  stationed  for 
the  most  part  in  the  town,  where  also  the  command- 
ing officer  had  his  quarters.    The  intention  was  to 
embark  the  infantry  nf  the  legion  in  two  divisions^  in 
boats,  who  were  to  drop  down  the  Pedee  and  arrive 
at  Georgetown  in  the  night,  while  the  cavalry  under 
Marion  and  Lee  were  to  gain  the  vicinity  of  the  town 
by  land  and  wait  for  the  signal  of  cooperation.  The 
boat  party  met  with  so  little  difficulty  in  decending  the 
river,  that  they  entered  the  town  at  the  appointed 
timeunperceived^  and  gained  possession  of  the  com- 
mandants quarters^  so  that  when  Marion  and  Lee 
rushed  in  upon  «hearing  the  f  rst  txe,  the  town  was 
quiet  and  Colonel  Campbell  a  prisoner.    The  troops 
^the  enemy^  however,  instead  of  attempting  as  was 
conjectured  would  be  the  case,  either  to  gain  the  for^ 
or  rush  to  the  quarters  of  the  commandant,  remained 
snug  in  their  own  quaitern^  and  secured  themselves 
by  barricading  the  doors  and  windows.    Thus  only 
a  p  art  of  the  object  was  accomplished.  Colonel  Camp- 
bell and  several  other  oflBcers  were  parolled  ;  and  the 
American  troops^  having  no  means  of  battering;  the 
barricaded  doors^  or  the  fort,  retired  from  the  town 
on  the  approach  ct  day-light*   The  infantry  who  de- 
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cended  tbe  rirer,  on  this  occasion^  and  to  whom  great 

praise  is  due  for  their  active  movementey  were  com« 
luanded  by  Captains  Carnes  and  Rudolph. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  in  the  mean  time  having  des- 
patched Tarleton  in  pnrsnit  of  Morgan,  and  being  re- 
inforced by  the  arrival  of  Leslie  with  1500  men,  ad- 
vanced with  the  main  army  towards  North  Carolina, 
with  a  view  of  intercepting  Morgan,  should  he  escape 
the  vigilance  of  Tarleton's  legion.  He  directed  his 
march  between  the  Catawba  and  the  Broad  rivers, 
while  Leslie  was  ordered  to  move  in  a  parallel  direc- 
tion on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Watcree  and  Catawba. 

General  Moi^an,  having  received  intelligence  of 
those  movements  of  the  enemy,  quitted  his  position  on 
the  I6th  of  January,  only  a  few  hours  before  Tarle- 
ton reached  it  with  his  legion  of  1100  men.  He 
wonid  have  waited  to  give  Tarleton  battle,  bat  the 
approacli  of  Cornwallis  with  the  whole  army,  wonid 
have  rendered  such  a  step,  extremely  hazardous  and 
impmdent.  Tarleton,  with  his  usual  velocity  of 
movement^  pressed  the  pnrsnit  through  the  night  and 
*  gained  sight  of  Morgan  early  next  morning,  at  the 
Cowpens,  where  the  General  had  halted  to  rest  and 
xepose  his  troops.  He  was  greatly  inferior  to  Tarle- 
ton in  numbers,  and  being  considerably  harassed,  he 
M  ould  have  preferred  a  quiet  retreat ;  but  being  ea- 
gerly pressed  by  his  enemy,  he  detei-mined  to  pre- 
pare for  action.  The  ground  was  unfkvonrable  to 
him,  being  such  as  to  admit  with  facility  the  opera- 
tion of  cavalry,  of  wbicii  Tarleton  had  threo  times 
hLs  number ;  but  having  once  taken  his  resolution  no 
longer  to  avoid  battle,  his  arrangements  were  made 
with  his  nsnal  promptitude  and  skill.  His  front  line 
was  composed  of  the  North  aud  ^Douth  Carolina  a^d 
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Georgia  militia  under  General  Pickens,  two  light  par- 
ties of  wiiich^  under  Majors  McDowell  and  Cunning- 
bam^  were  somewhat  advaooed^  with  orders  to  meet 
the  enemy's  advance  with  a  desultory  ire  and  then  &11 
back  into  line.  The  second  line  consisted  of  the  re- 
gular infantry,  and  Captains  Triplett's  and  Tait's 
companies  of  Virginia  militia^  under  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel Howard.  The  cavalry  and  a  small  body  - 
of  mounted  militia  under  Colonel  Washington  were 
drawn  up  at  a  convenient  distance  in  the  rear. 

Tarleton  had  no  sooner  come  up  with  Morgan  than  . 
be  made  a  hasty  arrangement  of  his  fatigued  troops, 
and  even  before  his  line  of  battle  was  complete  led 
them  to  the  attack.  The  advancing  line  was  compos- 
ed of  bis  light  and  legion  infantry  and  the  7th  regi- 
ment, under  Major  Newmarab,  with  a  troop  of  dra- 
goons on  each  ilank.  JMajor  M» Arthur  with  a  batta- 
lion of  the  7i8t,  and  the  remainder  of  the  cavalry^ 
formed  his  reserve.  The  line  advsjiced  with  a  fero- 
dous  shout,  and  a  bolfireof  musketry,  which  compel* 
led  our  light  advanced  parties  to  fall  back  into  line. —  . 
General  Pickens  had  given  orders  to  his  militia  not 
to  lire  until  the  enemy  had  approached  within  the  dis- 
tance of  forty  or  fifty  yards^  which  they  obeyed  with 
great  iirmuess  ;  but  the  assault  with  the  bayonet  which 
.Tarleton  now  ordered  was  too  much  for  them,  the 
whole  line  retired  precipitately^  a  part  of  them  fled  to 
their  horses,  nnd  a  part  was  led  by  Oeneral  Pickens 
to  the  right  of  Howard's  line.  Tarleton,  supposing 
by  the  flight  of  the  militia  of  the  ilrst  line,  that  his  vie* 
tory  was  secured;  pushed  forward  with  impetuosity 
until  became  upon  Howard.  The  resistance  which 
he  met  with  liere  was  somewhat  unexpected,  and  he 
soon  found  iuniselT  compelled  to  bring  up  his  reserve. 

p 
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The  contest  now  became  obstiiiate  and  deadly,  and 

the  ground  was  covered  with  the  killed  and  wounded. 
The  continenialH  stood  the  fire  with  uushaken  tirm- 
ness,  UDtil  the  advance  of  iVt^Arthur^  when  it  hecame 
necessaiy  to  Howard  to  change  the  front  of  his  right 
company.  His  order  for  this  purpose  being  mistaken^ 
the  company  fell  back,  and  the  whole  line  retired  to 
the  cavalry.  Tarleton  pursued  once  more  with  the 
assurance  of  victory ;  but  Howard  having  explained 
his  order,  and  performed  his  manoeuvre  in  defiance, 
turned  upon  his  impetuous  foe,  and  poured  in  so  de- 
structive a  fire,  that  his  pursuit  was  turned  into  in* 
stant  rout  Howard  perceiving  the  disorder  into 
which  his  unexpected  facing  had  thrown  the  enemy, 
pressed  upon  them  with  the  bayonet,  which  decided 
the  fate  of  the  day.  Colonel  Washington  at  the  same 
moment  charged  a  part  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  which 
Jiad  gained  our  rear,  and  put  them  also  to  llight.  He 
pursued  them  for  several  miles  with  more  zeal  than 
prudence^  and  having  in  his  eagerness  advanced  some 
distance  beyond  his  re^menty  narrowly  escaped  be- 
ing cut  off. 

The  British  lost  iu  this  memorable  battle^  upwards 
of  100  killed,  among  whom  were  ten  commissioned 
offlcers,  and  MO  wounded*  More  than  ^00  piison- 
ers  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans,  besides  2 
pieces  of  artillery,  2  standards^  800  muskets,  85  bag;* 
gag^  wagymSy  and  100  dragoon  horses.  .  Oor  loss  wai^ 
no  more  than'  i2  killedi  and  about  60  wounded.. 
Thus  did  Tarleton  receive  a  lesson  to  u  hich  he  had 
not  been  accustomed,  and  a  check  which  produeed  ai||^ 
sensible  effect  npon  all  his  subsequent  operations* 
A  part  of  bis  cavalry^  which  had  fled  without  takiiig 
any  part  in  the  action^  reached  Cornwallis's  camp  la 
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be  too  highly  praised. — After  securing  the  fruits  of 
liis  victory,  Morgaa  cuutiaued  ills  mai-ch  to  the  Ca* 
'  iawbA  without  delay,  wisely  apprehending  that  C^*- 
wallis  would  seek  to  retrieve  his  losses  by  a  rapid 

pursuit. 

Xireneral  Greene  received  iutelligence  of  Morgan's 
Tictory,  on  the  19th  of  January,  and  of  the  advance 
of  the  British  army  at  the  same  time.  He  immediate* 
ly  prepared  to  join  M()r;j;an,  and  despatched  orders 
to  Lee  to  bring  in  his  legiou.  General  Morgan  had 
crossed  the  Catawba  on  the  39th,  only  a  few  minutes 
before  the  van  of  the  British  army  appeared  on  its  op* 
,  posite  banks.  During  the  night,  a  heavy  fall  of  rain 
so  swelled  the  river,  as  to  render  its  passage  by  the 
British  troops  impracticable;  and  the  water  contiuu- 
ing  to  descend  from  the  mountains,  the  swell  increased 
for  two  days.  Morgan  took  advantage  of  this  occur- 
rence to  send  of[  his  prisoners  and  baggage  to  Char- 
lotteville  in  Virginia,  whitiier  General  Stevens  had 
been  previously  ordered  by  Greene  to  march  with  his- 
brigade  for  their  protection.  General  Greene  had 
left  the  camp  at  H^ks's  Creek  under  the  command  of 
General  Hnger  and  Colonel  Otho  Williams,  Small- 
wood  having  obtained  permission  to  return  to  Mary- 

•  land  ;  but  hearing  on  his  route  to  Morgan,  that  Corn- 

•  wallis,  having  destroyed  all  the  baggage  of  liis  army, 
was  advancing  with  great  rapidity,  he  sent  off  an  ex* 
press  to  those  officers  to  march  with  all  possible  des- 
patch to  Salisbury;  and  on  the  31st reached  Morgan's 
position  at  Sherrard^s  Ford.  The  arrival  of  Greene 
made  a  considerable  change  in  tlie  disposition  intend* 
ed  by  Morgan,  who,  having  assured  the  safety  of  his 
prisoners,  was  preparing  to  coutiuue  his  retreat  with 
the  light  troops  over  the  mountainsi  which  offering  no 
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impediments  to  the  rapid  pursuit  of  Comwallis, 

would  have  exposed  his  whole  brigade  to  capture  ; 
whereas  by  pursuing  the  route  pointed  out  by  Greene 
they  escaped  by  a  second  instance  of  providential  in- 
terference^  in  the  sudden  rise  of  the  Tadkin. 

Lord  Coruwallis  crossed  the  Catawba  at  day-light, 
on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  February.  He  attempt- 
ed to  deceive  Greene  by  feints  of  crossing  at  several 
places,  while  he  moved  with  the  main  body  to  M'Cow- 
an's  Ford,  some  distance  up  the  river,  which  he  ex- 
pected to  find  undefended.  General  Greene^  how- 
ever^ had  on  the  evening  before  directed  General  Da- 
vidson to  take  post  opposite  that  ford  with  300  North 
Carolina  militia,  with  orders  to  dispute  the  passage 
as  long  as  he  could.  Davidson  unfortunately  en- 
camped rather  too  far  from  the  bank  of  the  river  to 
act  with  any  great  effect;  a  part  of  the  British  ad- 
vance having  gained  the  middle  of  the  river  befoie 
they  were  discovered.  The  tiring  of  tlie  centinels 
•brought  Davidson  to  the  bank^  but  nearly  the  whole 
British  army  had  ])y  this  time  crossed.  Davidson 
made  a  gallant  and  spirited  opposition  for  a  lew  mi- 
nutes, but  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hall  w  lio  led  the  ad- 
vance, pressed  upon  him  so  closely  with  his  light  in- 
fantry, that  the  militia  soon  yielded,  Davidson  him- 
self beini:;  killed  at  the  moment  of  their  retreaf .  They 
dispersed  in  every  direction  through  the  woods  and 
spread  such  tcrrour  and  dismay  among  their  countiy- 
men,  that  though  tlds  district  was  composed  of  in- 
habitants generally  friendly  to  the  American  cause, 
none  assembled  to  join  their  retreating  General. 

Tlie  short  conflict  of  the  militia  was  attended  with 
some  loss  on  both  sides.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hall 
was  killed,  and     of  hia  light  infantry  were  wounded. 
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Lord  Comwallis'8  hor^e  was  shot  under  him^  and 
Leslie  narrowly  escaped  being  lost  in  the  rapidity  of 
the  corrent.  About  ten  of  the  militia  were  killed. 
Tarleton  was  detached  in  pursuit  of  the  militia  as 
.  soon  as  hU  divisiou  had  passed^,  and  came  up  with  a 
party  of  them  at  Terrant's  tavern,  ten  miles  in  front, 
whom  he  routed  and  dispersed  without  much  difficul- 

ty. 

,  General  Greene  disappointed  in  his  expectation  of 
being  reinforced  by  the  militia  on  his  march,  found  it 
jiecessary  to  change  his  orders  to  General  Huger^ 
whom  he  now  directed  to  proceed  immediately  to 
Guilford  Court-House.  He  arrived  at  the  Yadkiu 
on  the  night  after  Cornnniillis  had  crossed  the  Cataw-^ 
ba,  and  passed  a  part  of  his  army  over  the  same 
night.  The  river  was  fordable  for  the  horse,  hut  it 
was  necessary  to  transport  the  infantry  in  ilats;  and 
so  near  was  the  British  van,  that  a  smart  skirmish 
ensued  with  our  rear  guard  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  ^ 
and  several  of  our  haggage  wagons  fell  iuto  the  hands 
of  O^Hara*  The  Americans  had  scarcely  passed  the 
river,  when  n  sudden  and  rapid  swell  of  its  waters, 

'  rendered  the  passage  of  the  British  troops  again  im- 
practicable. This  M  as  the  fourth  extraordinary  in- 
stance that  had  occurred  during  the  war,  in  which  the  - 

,  American  army  had  been  saved  by  the  critical  opera- 
tion of  a  natural  causic.  It  \\  as  looked  upon  sls  a 
a  signal  evidence  of  tlie  favour  of  Heaven,  and  had 
a  happy  influence  on  the  spirits  of  the  troops,  and  in*^ 

>  habitants  of  the  neighbouring  countryr'  ' 

Gornwallis^  again  foiled  in  his  hope  of  intercept- 

.  ing  Morgan,  and  rightly  supposing  it  was  Greene's 
object  to  forin  a  junction  with  his  light  forces  some- . 
where  about  Guilfoid,  moved  with  ^reat  rapidity  tg 
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ilie  uppc'F  folds  of  the  Dan,  over  which  he  supposed 
it  iiecessarY  that  Greene  should  pass,  and  hopiug 
there  to  be  able  to  bring  bis  united  force  to  battle,  be- 
fore any  assistance  could  be  received  from  Vir,^inia« 
With  this  ohject  in  view  he  moved  up  the  Yadkin, 
until  lie  arrived  at  fords  that  were  passable,  and  hav- 
ing crossed,  continued  his  march  with  great  rapidity 
to  the  Dan.   General  Greene,  in  the  mean  time,  mad^ 
such  £;ood  use  of  the  two  days,  that  it  requiied  Corn- 
wallis  to  gain  the  upper  fords  of  the  Yadkin,  that  he 
reached  Guilford  court-house  on  the  7th,  a  few  hours 
before  General  Huger,  who  had  been  joined  on  the 
inarch  hy  Colonel  Lee  and  his  le2;ion,  and  had  suffi- 
cient time  to  give  repose  to  the  exhausted  troops,  and 
prepare  provisions  for  the  continuance  of  his  retreat 
A[iprized  of  the  course  which  Comwallishad  taken, 
a  council  was  called  to  detormitie  the  propriety  of 
hazarding  a  general  engagement.    They  were  of 
unanimous  opinion  that  it  would  be  inevitable  ruin  to 
the  army.    The  whole  force  now  assembled,  was  less 
than  SOOO.    Tljobe  under  Huger,  as  well  as  those 
under  Morgan,  had  snflered  considerable  hardships 
and  fatigue  during  their  long  and  rapid  retreat ;  and 
the  troops  of  Cornwallis,  though  also  fatigued,  ex- 
ceeded ^,^00  in  tiuniber,  and  had  greatly  the  advan- 
tage in  equiptnents  and  discipline.    Thus  situated,  it 
was  determined  to  contfnue  the  retreat  to  Virginia, 
and  measures  were  immediately  taken  for  crossing 
the  Dan. 

The  light  corps  being  considerably  broken  and  di- 
vided. General  Greene  thought  it  adviseable  to  make 

a  new  organization  of  the  troops  with  a  view  to  form 
an  effective  corps,  which  should  cover  his  retreat.  To 
this  end,  Colpnel  Howard's  infantry,  Lee-s  legion, 
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Wasbington's  cayalry,  and  a«maH  corps  of  Virginia 

I'illemcii  under  Major  Campbell,  amounting  in  all  to 
about  700  men  were  arranged  into  a  light  arm^^  the 
command  of  Which  was  offered  to  General  Morganl 
Botthis  gallant  Veteran,  being  serioosly  aflKcted  with 
the  rheumatism,  suHering  greatly  from  his  harassing 
and  fatiguing  marches,  and  perhaps  a  little  vexed 
that  Greene  had  thought  his  own  presence  necessary 
to  conduct  the  retreat,  declined  the  offer,  and  solicit- 
ed permission  to  retire  from  the  army.  General 
Greene  was  considerably  hurt  at  the  refusal  of  Mor- 
gan, and  somewhat  embarrassed  in  fixing  npon>a' 
proper  person  to  succeed  bim  in  a  charge  for  which 
he  was  so  peculiarly  litted.    He  at  length,  however, 
after  several  fruitless  eil'orts  to  change  his  determina<^  ^ 
tion,  accepted  his  excuses^  and  gave  him  the  request- 
ed permission  to  retire.    Greene  Was  not  long  in  se- 
lecting Colonel  Otho  Williams,  the  Deputy  Adjutant 
General,  an  experienced,  brave  and  accomplished  ofH- 
cer,  to  take  the  arduous  and  highly  important  com- 
mand ;  and  on  the  10th  of  February,  the  army  began 
to  move  towards  Irwin's  Ferry,  on  the  Dan.  Corn- 
wallis  was  at  this  time  about     miles  from  Guilford 
court-house,  and  nearly  equi-distant  with  Greene 
from  the  several  ferries  on  that  riven  IVllliams, 
therefore,  inclined  to  the  left,  until  he  placed  himself 
between  the  two  armies,  and  so  close  to  the  van  of 
Cornwallis,  that  his  rear  was  in  sight  several  times 
during  the  day.   On  the  3ist,  a  skirmish  took  place 
between  a  party  of  Lee's  and  Tarleton's  cavalry,  in 
which  the  latter  was  completely  beaten^  losing  a  num- 
ber of  killed),  and  several  prisoners.   On  the  follow- 
ing day  Greene  sent  an  express  to  Williams,  with  di- 
rections to  loave  the  road  to  Dan's  ferry^  and  follow 
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the  main  army  iuHuediatelj  to  Irwin's-  He  added 
in  his  note :    I  have  notslept  four  hoars  since  you  left 

me,  so  great  has  been  my  solicitude  to  prepare  for  the 
worst.  JL  have  great  reason  to  believe  that  one  of 
Tarleton's  oflkers  was  in  onr  camp  night  before  last.'' 
This  was  followed  between  5  and  6  o'clock  on  the 
same  day  with  the  harried,  but  agreeable  intelligence 
•  thai  the  troops  had  all  crossed  the  ferry,  and  wait- 
ing  to  welcome  the  approach  of  the  light  army.  Wil- 
liaras  lost  no  time  in  obeying  the  orders,  bnt  moving 
with  the  utmost  rapidity,  and  closely  followed  by 
ComwalUs^  who  had  now  also  fallen  into  the  road 
to  Irwin's,  reached  thp  ferry. at  night,  and  enjoyed 
^  the  inexpressible  satisfaction  of  joining  his  General 
ia  safety  on  the  opposite  shore.  Coriiwallis  had 
pushed  the  light  troops  with  such  vigour,  that  his  van 
reached  the  river  just  as  the  rear  of  Williams  had 
crossed,  both  armies  having  moved  during  the  day,  a 
distance  of  40  miles. 

'  Thus  was  this  arduous,  difficult  and  important  re- 
treat, upon  which  the  safety  of  the  southern  army 
and  of  the  soatheru  states  depended,  happily  accom- 
plished withont  loss.  Colonel  Williams- s  services 
on  this  criUcal  occasion  .entitled  him  to  the  warmest 
commendations  of  his  country ;  and  the  alertness,  in- 
dustry, zeal,  and  promptitude  of  the  Quarter  Master 
General,  Colonel  Camngton,  whose  judicious  ar- 
ran«*eraents  gave  effect  to  the  movements  of  the  army, 
*  deserved  and  received  the  thanks  of  the  General. 
Greene  delayed  not  to  inform  the  commander  in 
chief,  the  Governour  of  Virginia,  and  the  Baroii 
Steuben  of  bis  situation,  urging  them  all  to  use  their 
exertions  to  collect  suffident  reinforcements  to  place 
him  in  a  .fiituaUon  to  be  ready  for  whatever  Corn- 
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wallis  might  attempt.  Lord  Cornwallis,  however,  . 
was  in  no  disposition  to  pursue  Greene  further^  con- 
tentiDg  himself  with  having  driven  him  beyond  the 
confines  of  the  Carolin«9.  Having  suiTered  his  ar- ' 
my  to  repose^  therefore,  on  the  banks  of  the  Dan  for 
two  daysy  he  commenced  a  slow  march  to  UiiUbo- 
fough,  where  he  nnfarled  the  royal  standard,  and 
called  upon  the  inhabitants  by  proclamations^  to  re« 
pair  to  it  for  protection  and  support. 

General  Greene,  on  the  other  hand,  being  by  n9 
means.saiisfled  to  leave  tihe  British  General  in  undis- 
puted possession  of  North  Carolina,  and  bein^  par- 
tially reinforced  by  the  union  of  a  few  volunteer  mi- 
litia under  General  Stevens,  began  to  think  of  revers*  * 
ing  the  characters  of  the  two  armies,  and  becoming  . 
himself  the  pursuer.    With  this  determination,  on  \ 
the  morning  of  the  iSth,  the  light  troops  were  order- 
ed to  recross  the  Dan.  .  These  consisted  of  Lee's  le- 
gion, two  companies  of  the  Maryland  regulars,  un-> 
der  Captain  Oldham,  and  the  South  Cartdiua  mili- 
tia under  General  Pickens.    They  were  ordered  to  i 
watch  the  movements  of  Comwallis,  and  to  gun  hia      '  . 
front  if  posdble,  so  as  to  intercept  the  parties  of  loy- 
alists that  were  flocking  to  his  standard.  Greene, 

'  tearful  that  his  orders. might  be  misundejr^tood,  and 
anxious  to  obtain  the  earliest  and  most  correct  infor- 
nyttion  of  the  disposition  of  the  British  ai-my ,  follow- 
ed his  light  troops  in  the  evening,  with  a  small  es- 
cort of  Washington's  cavalry,  and  came  up  with 
them  at  the  distance  of  fifteen  miles  from  Corn  wallis. 
Here  he  repeated  his  instructions  to  the  officers,  en- 

•  •joined  upon  them  t!>e  necessity  of  aciiug  in  concert, 
and  with  cautious  vigilance,  and  liaviug  bpeat  the 
night  with  theni|  returned  to  his  army  on  the.  Dan. 
▼OL.  tr.  49 
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On  tbeMdy  ilie  remaincler  of  the  troops  recrossod  the 
river^  and  advauced  slow towards  the  upper  coon- 

Pickens  and  Lee,  in  the  meantime,  having  receiv- 
ed intelligence  by  one  of  their  scouts^  that  Tarlelon 
was  advancing  to  protect  a  body  of  royalists  thai 
embodied  between  the  Haw  and  Deep  rivers^  moved 
rapidly  on  with  a  view  of  bringing  him  to  action.  In 
this,  however,  they  were  disappointed  :  hut  ha\  ing 
crossed  the  Haw,  they  found  two  of  Tarleton's  staff, 
*  on  the  ground  which  he  had  just  oocopiedy  from 
whom  they  I'eceived  such  information  as  induced 
them  to  adopt  the  stratai^cra  of  passing  for  a  reinforce- 
ment on  their  way  to  Tarleton.    With  this  view, 
•    Liee  put  himself  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry,  with  faia 
two  prisoners  in  the  centre,  who  were  ordered  on  pain 
of  instant  death  to  conduct  themselves  so  as  to  con- 
Urm  the  deception,  and  proceeded.    The  plan  suc- 
ceeded even  beyond  expecUition;  ^Lee  had  advanced 
but  a  short  distance,  befbre  he  was  met  by  two  of  the 
royalists,  who  being  completely  deceived,  gave  him 
immediate  information  that  Colonel  Fyle  with  some 
hundred  royalists  was  but  a  short  distance  Iran  tbem^ 
in  search  of  Tarteton's  camp.    Lee,  having  des- 
patched intelligence  to  General  Pickens  of  this  event, 
requesting  him  to  make  such  a  disposition  of  his  rifle- 
men, as  would  secure  the  success  of  their  stratagem^ 
sent  forward  one  of  the  young  countrymen  who  had 
manifested  such  joy  at  meeting  him,  with  directions  to 
Colonel  Pyle  to  draw  up  his  royalists  on  the  side  of 
the  road,  .so  as  to  give  room  to  Colonel  Tarleton  to 
pass — for  thou!i;h  Lee  had  at  first  announce<l  himself  • 
as  an  officer  commanding  a  reinforcement  for  Tarleton, 
the  couatryman  in  the  joy  of  the  meeting  forgot  this 
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cifcuiBstancc,  and  persisted  in  mistaking  him  foe 
Tarletoo  bimself.   Every  thing  concurred  to  favour 
tbe  deception ;  Colonel  Pyle  drew  up,  as  requested^ 
and  fortunately  on  the  right  of  the  road,  so  tiiat  Lee 
passed  bis  whole  column  along  their  frooty  before  be 
came  ap  with  the  Colonel.   At  tbe  moment  that  be 
iboflghtthe  snrprise  complete,  Pickens's  militia  8how- 
ed  themselves  to  the  enemy's  left,  who  began  imme- 
diately to  fire  upon  tbe  rear  of  Lee's  cavaiiy :  tbe  con- 
sequence  ^tM  that  tbe  whole  column  were  soon  com* 
polled  to  turn  upon  the  deceived  royalists  in  siclf  de* 
fence.    Tlie  conflict  was  not  of  lon^  duration,  but  it 
fell  with  a  dreadful  force  upon  the  enemy,  90  of  whom 
were  killed,  and  a  great  number  wounded.  They 
were  di8|>ersed  in  every  direction,  but  Lee  from  mo- 
tives of  humanity,  forbad  a  pursuit  ;  he  had  in  the 
ft»t  instance  very  unwillingly  fallen  upon  them  in  self 
defence,  as  his  object  had  been  to  secure  their  dis- 
persion without  bloodshed,  and  now  that  they  were  so 
'  far  disabled  as  to  reader  their  reunion  of  little  assis- 
tance to  the  British  army,  he  was  not  desirous  to  preae 
them  with  still  ftirther  calamity* 

Tarleton,  durins^ali  this  time  was  within  one  mile 
of  the  scene  of  action,  reposing  in  fancied  security  and 
wholly  ignorant  of  what  was  gmng  forward.  As  soon 
as  Lee  and  Pickens  obtained  idtelligence  of  this  cir- 
cumstance, they  pushed  on  with  the  hope  of  still  being 
able  to  bring  him  to  battle,  and  arrived  in  sight  of  bis 
camp  a  little  after  sunset  The  troops  being  conside* 
rably  iktigued  from  the  active  labours  of  the  day,  it 
was  determined  to  give  them  a  night^s  repose  and 
make  the  attack  in  tbe  morning;  they  accordingly 
placed  thenmelves  on  the  great  road  leading  to  Hills- 
Wough^  between  tbe  British  and  the  upper  ooontry, 
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W'aiting  for  the  morning's  dawu.  Here  tliey  Mere  un- 
expectedly joined  by  Golonel  Preston  of  Virginia^wiUi 
800  hardy  mountaineers,  whom  lie  had  hastily  col- 
le(  ted  upon  hearini;,c)f  (neene*s  retreat  and  with  whom 
he  was  now  marching  to  overtake  the  American  army, ' 
of  whosesubsequent  movements  he  was  until  now  ig- 
norant. This  reinforcement  secured  to  them,  as  they 
thought,  the  capture  of  Tarletou  and  his  corps,  and 
they  looked  with  anxious  impatience  for  the  appear- 
ance of  light.  Between  the  hours  of  2  and  8  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  the  patroles  communicated  the  inteU 
lii^ence  tliat  the  enemy  were  retiring.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis,  it  seems,  fearfnl  for  the  safety  of  Tarleton  had  • 
sent  ym  an  express  ordering  him  immediately  to  re- 
turn,  which  had  been  repeated  three  times  before 
Tarleton  would  consent  to  give  up  tlie  chance  of  hat- 
tie  with  Lee.  It  is  difficult  to  say  which  of  those  two 
legionary  parties  was  the  more  anxious  to  enter  upon 
a  trial  {it  their  skill.  Both  bad  shown  themselves 
superlatively  brave,  active  and  zealous  in theirrespec- 
tive  services ;  aud  both  were  at  this  moment  stimulat- 
ed by  feelings  of  revenge.  Tarleton,  for  the  trick  which 
had  been  practised  upon  Colonel  Pylc  ;  and  Lee,  for 
the  harharous  treatment  which  his  little  bugler  had 
met  with  some  days  before  from  a  party  of  Tarletoa's 
hcffse,  during  the  retreat  The  conflict  would  un- 
doubtedly have  been  severe,  but  the  superiority  of 
Lee* s  horses  would  have  given  him  greatly  tbe  advan- 
tage. ^ 

Thus  disappointed  in  their  hopes  of  a  morning  en- 
counlci,  Pickens  and  Lee  determined  upon  an  imme- 
diate pursuit  of  the  flving  cavalry  of  Tarleton.  For 
this  purpose  their  pickets  were  called  in,  and  pushed 
fbrwardi  while  the  main  body  followed  with  as  muck 
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rapiclity  possible.  There  avcip.  three  passages  across 
Ihe  Haw^  and  itivas  doubtful  which  Tarletoa  would 
tftke ;  but  the  ingenuity  of  Lee^s  corps  soon  diacover- 
ed  ibeir  roate^  by  the  help  of  lighted  piiie  knots^  by 
which  tliey  were  able  to  sec  the  trails  of  Tarlctoivti 
horses ;  he  had  made  several  feints  fur  the  purpose 
of  deceiving  his  pnnuers^  and  then  filedioff  to  the  ford 
abodt  twelve  miles  distant  The  cavalry  by  sunrise 
in  the  mornins;,  came  op  with  the  rear  of  the  enemy 
as  they  were  de^cuUing  tlie  hill  to  the  river;  but  as 
the  main  body  bad  crossed  the  ford  and  were  posted 
on  a  commanding  eminence  for  the  proteelion  of  the 
rear«  all  chance  of  intercepting  them  was  lost,  and  the 
further  pursuit  abandoned. 

Lee  deserves  infinite  credit  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  directed  the  movements  of  his  legion  during  this 
arduous  service,  as  does  also  General  Pickens  for  his' 
cordial  concert  and  cooperation.  They  failed,  it  is 
tme»  in  their  favourite  scheme  of  bringing  Tarleton  to 
battle  ;  but  they  performed  what  was  even  a  more  ac- 
ceptable service  to  the  commander,  than  the  destruc- 
tion of  Tarleton  would  have  been^  they  dispersed  a 
large  body  of  royalists^  which  so  completely  dispirit- 
ed that  class  of  onr  countrymen,  that  but  few  dared 
Hliei  w  i  ds  to  embody  themselves  or  make  any  attempt 
tMgpUr  to  the  army  of  ComwaUis. 
'  General  Greene^  in  the  mean  time^  continned  his 
gradual  progress  towards  the  head  waters  of  the 
Haw  river ;  and  hearing  that  Coruwallis  had  moved 
from  Hillsborough  the  moment  Tarleton  joined  him^ 
and  waa  marching  towards  the  coantry  which  the 
latter  had  just  quitted,  he  directed  his  course  towards 
Almance^  having  placed  Colonel  ^Williams  with  the 
light  corps,  now  augmented  by  the  junction  of  f  ick« 
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ens,  Lee  and  Preston,  at  a  saflRcient  distance  in  ad-' 
Vance.  Cornwallis  had  made  the  muveroent  just  mea^ 
tioned;  with  tbi\  view  of  affording  facilities  to  bia  iiii- 
meroua  friends  in  that  quarter  to  join  him  without  be- 
ins;  exposed  to  dan2;er ;  and  was  encamped  upon  the 
Almance  when  he  heard  of  the  approach  of  W  illiams 
with  the  light  troops  pf  Greene's  army,  Greene  was 
"  fcnr  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  light  troops,  and  these 
were  consequently  exposed  to  great  danger,  iihould 
Comwallis  attack  them^  as  it  was  probable  he  would : 
the  situation  of  the  American  C^euecal  became  there- 
fore exceedins;ly  critical.  If  he  moved  up  to  his  light 
troops,  it  would  seem  like  an  offer  of  battle,  for  which 
he  was  by  no  means  prepared^  having  yet  received 
but  very  few  of  the  reinforcements  upon  wbidi  he  had 
a  ri2;ht  to  calculate  in  the  course  of  a  few  days:  if  he 
withdrew  Colonel  Williams  from  his  advanced  posi- 
tion^  and  called  him  back  to  the  main  army,  even  if 
that  eottld  be  ellhcted  before  Gomwallis  coold  strike, 
it  would  have  the  appearance  of  dreading  the  euemy^ 
which  he  was  equally  anxious  to  avoid.    Ue  ooatin- 
tied,  therefore^  in  bis  present  situation,  and  endea- 
voured lo  keep  the  British  General  in  ignorance  of  his 
intentions,  l>y  occasional  movements  between  Trou- 
blesome Creek  fuidileedy  fork,  sometimes  apigi||ch- 
•  ing  and  sometimes  receding  from  bis  light  ^■'Vl^w- 
Williams,  in  the  mean  time,  trusting  to  the  superid^r  ' 
tf  his  cavalry,  ventured  repeatedly  to  strike  at  the 
foraging  parties  of  the  enemy,  and  by  his  rapid  move- 
ments apd  freqjoent  change  of  position,  held  the  roya* 
Bsis  coroji^tely  in  awe,  and  effectnally  counteracted 
all  CornwiiUis 's  efl'urts  to  olitain  the  intelligence  which 
be  so  much  de^irecf,  or  the  union  of  liia  fnettds  whiph 
so  conti; >yi|| jilB (i [ tli il       <3 M>^^fi^^ 
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At  length  early  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  March, 
Oomwalltt  pat  bis  army  in  motkm^  and  passing  the 
Alraance,  {nished  forward  nnder  cover  of  a  thick  tog, 

with  the  view  of  surprisiug  Williams,  driving  him 
back  to  the  main  army,  and  forcing  Greene  to  a  gene- 
Mi  engagement.  Lientenaiit  Colonel  Webster,  who 
led  the  Britkb  ynn,  came  nnexpeoledly  npon  the  left 
of  Williams,  composed  uf  some  militia  wiiich  had  late- 
ly joined  the  army  under  Colonel  Clarke^  and  threw 
them  into  some  eonfasioa.  Lee^  howeyer,  advancing 
to  their  support  with  his  nsnal  celerity,  kept  the  one- 
my  in  check,  and  gave  time  to  VV  illiams  to  commence 
Us  retreat,  which  he  effectually  covered  until  the 
troops  had  crossed  the  Reedy  fork.  During  the  exe- 
sntion  of  this  gallant  movement,  Lee  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  showing  the  superiority  ol*  his  cavalry  over 
those  of  the  enemy,  Webhter  having  several  times 
Talnly  endeavoured  to  force  his  rear  guard  into  action 
with  the  British  horse.  Seeini;  the  rear  of  Williams's 
troops  safely  over,  Lee  managed  the  retreat  of  his  le- 
gion in  a  masterly  manner  and  soon  joined  his  friends 
an  the  opposite  shore  of  the  river.  As  soon  as  Lee 
had  crossed,  Colonel  Williams  continued  liis  retreat 
towards  Weitzeit's  Mill,  leaving  Lee  and  his  legion 
supported  by  Colonels  Clarkeand  Preston  in  his  rear, 
to  retard  the  tsnmy's  march.  Lee  inunedialely  form- 
ed his  troops  in  a  position  to  receive  the  enemy,  the 
advance  of  which,  consisting  of  1000  men  under  Web* 
star,  soon  made  their  appenrance.  Webster  having 
crossed  the  creek  in  salety,  (though  according  to  Lee^s 
account,  no  less  than  thirty  two  rifles  were  levelled  at 
him  by  some  of  the  best  marksmen  in  the  world,  with 
deUberate  aim,)  instantly  lormed  his  and  a^* 

viBoed  nptm  hm^$  infaotiyt  who  Hrens  drawn  up  in 
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one  line^  its  front  parallel  witb  ibe'creek;  as  they  as« 

cended  the  bank,  Lee  directed  liig  infantry  to  retire 
to  the  rear  of  his  cavalry^  and  a  skirmish  ensued^  ia 
which  Lee's  centre  was  dblodged^  and  the  enemy 
came  in  front  of  his  cavalry.  At  this  moment  the  Bri- 
tish horse  crossed  the  creek  and  posted  themselves  on 
the  right  of  Wehster  as  if  with  a  view  to  cut  off  the  re- 
treat of  Lee.  In  this  situation  Captain  Rudolph  was 
ordered  to  j)lace  himself  opposite  the  enemy's  caval- 
ry and  await  their  charge,  while  Lee  in  a  masterly 
manner  drew  off  his  infantry  and  riflemen  into  the 
foad^  who  moved  on  unmolested  to  Williams's  camp : 
this  being  eflVt  ted,  Uiidolph  also  turned  off  his  cavaU 
ryi  and  the  retreat  was  conducted  without  further  in- 
terruption. Thus  closed  the  first  day  of  ComwalUs's 
mancBuyres,  and  thus  did  he  fkil  in  both  Ids  designs; 
of  cutting  off  VV  iiiiams,  and  of  forcing  Greene  to  a  ge- 
neral action. 

Colonel  Williams  continned  to  retire  until  he  gain- 
ed  a  distance  of  seven  miles  in  advance  of  the  enemy, 

while  Geueral  Greene  having  been  apprised  of  his  ia- 
tentioos  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  andof  Cornwal- 
lis's  pursuit^  retired  across  the  Haw,  to  wait  for  fur- 
ther reinfnrcements.  Cornwallis,  in  the  meaaiimey 
finding  his  efforts  to  bring  Greene  to  action  unavail- 
ing, withdrew  to  the  Qjoaker  meeting  house^  within 
the  forks  of  JDeep  river.  General  6reene,  at  length, 
received  his  long  expected  reinforcements,  which  con^ 
sisted  of  a  brigade  of  Virginia  militia  under  General 
Lawson,  two  from  ^  orth  Carolina  under  Generals 
Butler  and  Baton^  and  400  regulars  under  Uentenant 
Colonel  Greene.  This  acceptable  addition  increased 
his  force  to  about  4500  men  of  every  description  :  of 
which  about  iQQO  werere(uJUir  soldiers.   This  rein- 
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forcement  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  change  the  or- 
ganization of  liU  light  corps,  which  be  Accordingly  caU 
led  10^  ind  on  the  i4ihy  the  amy  meted  to  Gnilfofd 
Oovrt  house,  within  eight  milea  of  OornwaUis'e  en- 

campment. 

Lord  Comwallis  being  now  assured  that  battle  was 
at  hand,  tent  off  his  haggsge,  on  the  same  day,  to 
BelPs  Mill,  a  little  lower  down  the  river,  which  for- 
tunately for  him,  escaped  the  vigilance  of  Lee's  le- 
gionywho  were  traversing  the  woods  the  whole  night  in 
•eaicbof  it  Both  Generals  seemed  now  equally  anxiona 
for  action,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  both 
moved  from  their  respective  positions,  with  the  view 
of  attackingeach  other  in  their  camps.  Lee's  legion  was 
ordered  to  move  some  distance  in  advance  of  the  Ame- 
fican  army ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitei  in^,  Lee 
sent  one  of  his  troops  ahead  which  met  Tarleton^s 
eavalry  about  two  miles  in  advance.  Tarleton  charg- 
ed upon  them  and  they  retired,  but  liee  coming  up  at 
the  moment  with  the  remainder  of  the  legion,  formed 
in  close  column  and  made  a  desperate  charge,  which 
compelled  Tarleton  to  sound  a  retreat*   The  wh^^ 
of  the  front  sectioo  of  the  Britbh  cavalry  were  dis- 
mounted, many  of  them  killed,  and  tlie  rest  made 
prisoners ;  while  not  one  of  Lee's  dragoons  was  hurt, 
Lee  eonlinned  to  pursue  Tarleton,  until  coming,  npoflt 
'fhe  advance  guards  of  the  main  army,  he  was  in  hitf 
turn  obliged  to  retire  behind  his  infantry  and  riflemen^ 
between  whom  and  the  guards,  a  sharp  action  com- 
menced, and  contbued  until  the  near  approach  of 
Comwallis  made  it  expedient  to  draw  off  the  legion^ 
These  manoRUvres  of  Lee  gave  time  to  General  Greene 
to  form  in  order  of  battle  and  wait  the  appri^M^h  of  the  ' 
British  army.  His  troope  were  drawn  n{^  #.  iittle 

vot.  n.  50 
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more  thui  a  mile  from  Guilford  Court  houfle;  on  the 

j»kirts  of  a  thick  forest,  opening  upon  a  field  through 
which  the  British  advanced ;  the  iirst  line  consisting  of 
North  Carolina  militia^  under  Generali  Sutler  and 
Eaton^  the  second  of  Virginia  militia  led  by  Stevens 
and  Lawson,  and  the  third,  of  the  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia regular  troop«j  iiiuler  Ujuger  aMd  Williams*— 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Washington  with  his  cavalry, 
Captain  Kirkwood's  Delaware  company,  and  Colo- 
nel Lynch's  Virginia  riiienien,  covered  the  right  flank ; 
and  the  left  was  guarded  by  Lee's  legion  and  Colonel 
Clarke's  Vii^nia  riflemen.  Captain  Singleton  was 
posted  in  the  road,  a  little  in  front  of  the  first  line, 
with  two  small  field  pieces.  The  lines  were  so  posted 
that  no  more  than  Singleton's  company  and  the  North 
CaroliniL  militia^  could  be  seen^  the  two  other  lines 
being  covered  by  the  iliick  wood. 

Lord  Cornwallis^  whose  force  did  not  exceed  2500, 
drew  up  his  troops^  in  one  line  only-— on  the  right 
were  the  Hessian  re^ment  under  Major  de  Buy,  the 
71st  British,  and  the  first  battalion  of  guards,  the 
whole  commanded  by  Major  General  Leslie  ;  on  the 
left  were  the  2dd  and  8dd  regiments  under  Colonel 
Webster,  supported  by  the  grenadiers  and  second  bat- 
talion of  guards,  commanded  by  llrigadier  General 
O'Hara  :  the  German  yagers,  and  liglit  infantiy  of  the 
guards  remained  near  the  artillery  which  moved  along 
ttie  road  in  the  centre,  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant 
M^Cleod  ;  and  Tai  letou  with  his  cavalry  was  drawn 
up  in  the  rear  of  these. 

.  The  action  commenced  abont  half  past  one  in  the 

afternoon,  by  Captain  Singleton,  who  opened  bis  two 
pieces  upon  the  van  of  the  British  as  soon  as  it  appear- 
ed.  His  fire  was  quidily  returned  by  the  royal  ariil- 
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lery  ;  and  General  Leslie  advanced  upon  tbe  North 
Carolina  militia.-  These  stood  but  one.  fire  of  thQ  ene- 
my, and  then  mi  at  the  battle  of  Cambden^ took  to  flight, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  of  Eaton's  brigade,  who 
stood  by  the  militia  under  Clarke.  Every  possible  at- 
tempt was  made  to  rally  them  $  but,  though  not  a  man 
was  hurt,  they  flew  in  wild  and  cowardly  disorder, 
throwing  away  every  thing  that  could  impede  their 
9pec4l.  Lee's  legion  and  Clarke's  militia  were  now 
left  alone  to  stand  the  shock  of  Leslie's  assaulti  who 
soon  found  himself  so  roughly  handled  that  he  was 
obliged  to  bring  up  liis  battalion  of  guards  into  line. 
At  the  same  moment  Lieutenant  Colonel  Webstei* 
moved  apon  tbe  Virginia  militia,  and  was  received 
bgr  them,  with  undaunted  firmness  and  gallantry.  Vic* 
tory  for  a  time  seemed  to  declare  in  their  favour  ;  for 
Washington  luul  succeeded  in  turning  Webster's 
flank  by  bringing  Lynch's  riflemen  upon  tbem  with 
so  galling  a  fire,  that  butffor  tbe  prompt  appearance  of 
O'Hara  with  the  grenadiers  and  second  battalion  of 
'  guards,  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy  would-  have  beeiv 
thrown  into  complete  eonfhsion.  This  opportune  as- 
sistance, however,  enabled  Webster  by  a  judicious 
movement  to  change  his  front,  and  allow  O'Hara  to  oc- 
cupy his  ground.  Both  now  advanced  a  second  time 
with  fixed  bayonets,  and  the  Virginians  were  forced 
back  upon  the  continentals.  Lee  and  Clarke  in  the 
mean  lime  gallantly  sustained  the  action  against  Les- 
lie, but  were  at  length  also  compelled  to  give  way.— 
Every  corps  of  the  British  army  except  the  cavalry, 
bad  now  been  brought  into  the  line  of  battle,  when 
our  little  band  of  coulinental  troops  were  called  up- 
on to  withstand  their  united* attack.  The  conflict  was 
long  and  bloody,  and  vietory  alteroately  perched  upon 
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the  banners  of  either  army.  The  fret  pogh  ine  made 

by  Webster,  against  the  right  wing  of  the  continental 
line,  (composed  of  the  first  Maryland  regiment  under 
Colonel  Gnnby  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Howards 
Hawe^s  Vii^nia  regiment^  and  Kirk^ood'a  brave 
Delaware  company,)  who  met  him  with  such  unsha- 
ken firninesg,  that  he  was  compelled  to  give  way  in 
tome  disorder*  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stuart  at  (he  same 
lime  with  the  second  battalion  of  guards^  attache^  Co- 
lon el  Ford's  second  Maryland  regiment,  (who  were 
formed  in  the  open  field  a  little  to  the  left  of  Gunby,) 
and  compelled  them  to  retire,  leaving  upon  the  field 
their  two  pieces  of  cannou.  Stuart  in  the  ardour  of 
Yictory,  pui-siied  them  into  the  wood  where  Gunby's 
reg^n^nlhUid  been  concealed  from  his  view*  Here  he 
^(Pir:|ii>f^l^  with  a  heavy  fire  which 

<threii'1Us  battalion  into  confoHion,  and  Colonel  Wash- 
ington at  the  same  time  charging;  upon  him  at  the  head 
of  his  dragooDs,  he  was  driven  back  in  great  disorder ; 
Washington*  and  Howard  (upon  whom  the  command 
of  the  regiment  had  devolved,  in  consequence  of  Gun-  * 
by's  being  dismounted)  purnued  him  into  the  field, 
completed  the  route  of  his  battalion, and  recovered  the 
two  pieces  which  Ford  had  lost  > 
'^Victory  seemed  now  no  longer  doubtful :  Washing- 
ton upon  coming  into  the  open  field,  believed  Corn- 
wallis  himself^  in  his  power^  and  rushing  fopwMd  with 
the  view  of  securing  his  prize,  his  cap  fell  from  his 
head  ;  he  leaped  on  the  ground  to  recover  it,  and  at 
that  moment  the  leading  officer  of  his  column  was  shot 
4-for  Comwallis,  i^n  perceiving  the  vigorous  pttr-;^ 
miit  of  Washington  and  Howard,  had  ordered  up  his^ 
artillery  under  Lieutenant  M^Cleod,  and  opened  a 
fire  through  his  flying  guards  upon  their  pursuers — 
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ihi  hmeoT oScer  wbo  wm  shot  becMne  imrulj^ 

and  wheeling  suddenly  round  galloped  ofl*  tlie  field-^ 
the  whole  of  the  cavalry,  supposing  this  movement 
to  have  been  directed^  followed,  and -Washington  was 
compelled  to  check  his  eagor  career.  Webster  in  the 
mean  time  having  rallied  his  grenadiers  and  2Sd  regi- 
ment, and  O^Uara,  though  severely  wounded^  coming 
np  to  their  support  witli  the  remnant  of  his  first  bat* 
talion  and  the  71st,  they  fetl  upon  Howard,  and 
Hawe's  Virginia  regiment  at  the  same  moment.  Thus 
was  the  contest  renewed  and  warmly  continued  for 
•ome  time  longer  with  varions  anccess,  until  Tarleton' 
who  bad  been  hitherto  unengaged,  rushed  in  with  Ids 
fresh  cavalry  and  decided  the  furtunc  of  the  day. 

General  Greene  now,  fearful  of  risking  the  entire 
loss  of  his  army,  ordered  aretreat,  which  was  conduct* 
ed  in  perfect cvder  and  regularity,  undercoTeri>f  Go* 
lonel  Greene's  Virginia  regiment,  which  had  been 
from  the  first  selected  for  this  purpose,  and  kept  out 
of  the  action,  very  much  to  the  dissntlsfaction  of  this 
brave  and  veteran  offlcer,  who  burned  with  desire  io 
take  his  part  in  the  contest.  It  would  be  impossible, 
perhaps,  justly  to  find  fault  with  the  arrangements  of 
General  Greene  for  this  battle.  The  choice  of  hii 
ground,  the  disposition  his  forcea,  the  ability  with 
whicli  he  adapted  hi.^  plan  to  his  means,  and  the  per- 
sonal coutemptof  danger  which  lie  displayed  through- 
out the  action,  bespoke  no  ordinary  generalship.  But 
it  is  probable  if  Colonel  Greene,  with  the  reserte,  had 
been  brought  into  action  at  the  moment  that  Webster 
and  Stuart  were  routed,  victoiry  would  have  declared 
in  favour  of  the  American  arms. 

The  British  loss  in  this  memorable  battle,  exceed- 
ed 500  killed  and  wounded;  among  whom  were  sQve- 
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ral  of  their  best  officers.  Our  loss  was  little  more 
than  400  killed  and  wounded,  of  which  more  than 
three  fourths  fell  upon  the  continentals.  Major  An- 
derson of  the  Maryland  line  was  among  the  killed, 
and  Generals  Huger  au^  Stevens  among  the  wound- 
ed. Though  the  numerical  force  of  General  Greene 
nearly  doubled  that  of  Cornwallis,  yet  when  we  take 
into  consideration  the  difference  in  the  nature  of  those 
forces,  the  shameful  conduct  of  the  North  Carolina 
militia,  who  fled  at  the  first  fire,  never  to  return,  the 
desertion  of  the  second  Maryland  regiment,  and  that 
the  reserve  under  Colonel  Greene  was  not  brought 
into  the  action,  it  will  appear  that  our  number  but  lit- 
tle exceeded  that  of  the  enemy.  Our  veteran  troops, 
indeed,  of  every  description,  amounted  to  not  more 
than  500  rank  and  file;  whereas  the  whole  of  Corn- 
wallis's  troops  were  well  disciplined,  experienced 
soldiers.  Upon  the  whole  it  was  a  well  fought  bat- 
tle, leaving  to  the  victors  nothing  to  boast  of,  and  to 

■ 

the  vantpiished  nearly  all  they  could  have  expect- 
ed from  victory ;  for  Cornwallis  so  crippled,  as 
to  be  unable  to  pursue,  and  so  straitened  for  the 
means  of  providing  for  his  broken  force  as  to  be 
compelled  to  leave  his  wounded  behind,  made  a  cir- 
cuitous retreat  of  SOO  miles  from  the  scene  of  his  vic- 
torv,  before  he  could  find  the  means  of  shelter,  sub- 
sistence,  or  rest.  General  Greene,  on  the  contrary, 
retired  quietly  to  his  former  position  at  the  iron  works 
on  Troublesome  Creek,  where  he  soon  prepared  liim-  . 
self  for  another  action,  under  the  supposition  that  his 
Lordship  would  seek  to  follow  up  his  advantages, 
and  even  marched  in  pursuit  of  his  Lordship,  the  mo- 
ment he  heard  of  his  having  quitted  Guilford.  Tlic  vi- 
gour of  his  pursuit,  indeed,  showed  that  he  was  anx- 
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iou9  for  a.  second  opportunity  of  measuring  swordg 
with  his  foe;  and  his  troops  though  badly  clothed, 
and  without  food,  were  equally  desirous  of  another 
chance  of  striking  at  the  British  regulars*  But  their 
efforts  were  fruitless ;  Comwallis  felt  no  disposition 
to  turn  upon  his  pursuers,  aud  General  Greene  halt- 
ed his  army  at  Ramsay's  mill.  Thus  ended  the  ac- 
tive aud  diversified  campaign  of  the  sooth,  which 
upon  the  whole  resulted  in  manifest  advantages  to  the 
United  States. 


•a 
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CHAPTER  XYU. 

Mventsof  1781  continwd.-^R^volt  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops  alt 
J^forristowtu — Sir  Henry  Clinton  atfempts  to  take  advantage 
of  the  discontentSf—'his  agents  are  delivered  up  by  the  muH* 
neers  at  Frincetotu-^  committee  of  Congress  meet  thiM  of 
DnmUtn,  and  adjust  their  claims, — The  J^Tew-Jers^jf  Une  revoli, 
are  reducpd  to  obedieuee,  and  their  ringleaders  executed^^ 
Vietrsi  of  Washington  with  regard  to  the  state  of  the  couni^f^ 
•Smold^s  expedition  to  Virginia>^Bt  dutrmfs  the  stores  at 
BiBkmandt  SmUhJUId  and  eUewken,  ami  eMdUka  kim»e^  at 
Portsmouth* — Washington  calls  upon  the  French  commanders  ta 
taoperatt  with  him  in  an  expediHan  againsi  Jhnddr^Hm 

,  Marquisde  la  Fayetteaent  wUh  a  dHaehment  to  JtmtpttUa^ 
Engagement  of  the  French  and  BnglM  equadrona  tjf 
Benryf^drntral  IPEetomhee  reHree  to  ^fkwportf^TkeMm^ 
qaie  de  la  Fayette  reeaUedfirom  JhmapoUe,  and  ordered  to  Fir* 
ginia^^-^ajor  General  PAiUijM  is  sent  with  a  strong  detachment 
to  reinforce  the  British  army  at  Portsmouth,  and  takes  the  com* 
innnd. — His  marauding  excursions  up  the  James  River* — 77i« 
J^Ianjuifi  de  la  Fai/ptte  arriivs  at  I^ichmond,  and  is  jollied  by  the 
mHitia  under  linnni  Steuben. — General  Fhillips  moves  with  his 
forces  to  Feti'ri^hur^. — The  Marquis  establishes  himself  near 
Richmond, — General  Greene  moves  from  Ramsay^s  mill,  and 
advances  to  Cumbden. — Marion  and  Lee  invest  Fort  Watson 
and  reduce  it, — Battle  of  Camhden,  and  retreat  of  General 
Greene^Lord  Rawdon  evacuates  Camhden,  and  retires  to  ' 
Monk  \s  Corner, — Hu  post  of  Motte^s  surrenders  to  Marion 
and  Lee, — 2%e  Jmertcanf  redaee  Orangeburg  and  Fort  Qran^ 
by. — Marion  gains  possession  of  Sugustaf^Qreene  lays  siege 
to  ^inety-Qix-^-attempts  a  storm  end  is  repnlsed^-^rrival  of 
Lord  Rawdon  with  reinforcementsj-^Oeneral  QrttHMretreats — 
Jt  poTsaed  hy  Lmd  Mawdon  to  the  Bnnoree^Btfaemitkm  ^ 
J^nety-Six^'-'Skirmieheeof  Let^el^iemat  Menk^e  Corner^ 
at  ^inley  Bridgtr^Qeneral  Oreene  reOres  wUh  his  army  ia 
theMgfihUieaf  SmOee. 

While  these  thingg  were  traiiMcting  in  ike  ntnaih, 

it  was  the  fate  of  Washingiou  to  experience  a  renewr 


al  of  those  troubles  and  distresses,  which  had  so  con- 
sfandy  followed  hiin  into  winter  qnavters.  That  in- 
terval from  active  operations  which  was  spent  by  his 
adversary  in  ease  anfl  peaceful  enjoyment,  was  des- 
tined always  to  auiirnient  the  labours  and  siifferinj's  of 
the  American  commander.  Engaged  in  battle,  or  in 
Biarchin°;  from  post  to  post,  the  American  soldiers, 
for  the  most  part  badly  clothed  and  fed,  had  no  lei- 
8nre  to  brood  over  their  gi-ievances  ;  but  tlie  moment 
they  were  pnn  ided  with  comfortable  shelter  from  the 
severities  of  the  wcatlier,  when  their  officers  vied 
with  each  other  in  endeavours  to  relieve  their  wants, 
and  to  raitiii;ate  their  sit^eiings,  the  spirit  of  complaint 
broke  forth;  the  tftorts  to  alleviate  their  distresses, 
served  but  to  bring  them  more  forcibly  to  theii*  minds. 
Nor  is  it  wonderful,  tliaf  men  who  had  borne  so  much, 
who  had  murmured  so  long  in  secret,  in  the  vain 
hope  that  their  calamities  would  soon  end,  should  at 
length  lose  their  patience  with  their  faith  in  Congress, 
and  break  out  into  open  revolt. 

No  army  ever  suffered  more  than  tlmt  under  the 
immediate  commanil  of  Washington^  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end  of  the  revolution.  Without  clothes, 
without  money,  and  frequently  for  four  days  togeth- 
er without  a  mouthful  of  bread ;  in  many  instances 
compelled  to  serve  beyond  their  period  of  enlistment, 
without  receiving  their  arrearages,  and  with  fio  pros- 
pect of  being  paid  for  future  services  ;  put  off  from 
time  to  time  with  promises  of  redress  by  Congress, 
and  constantly  disappointed  ;  it  would  be  difficult  to 
decide,  whether  they  deserve  praise  more  for  their 
long  and  patient  suffering,  or  for  the  spirit  which  at 
length  prompted  them  to  seek  redress  for  themsclvcs. 
Many  new  causes  now  combltiecl  ,to  ripen  the  discon- 
vot.  II.  5i 


4Ujl^  ^AM£K1CAN  KEVOLVTION, 

tents  of  the  army  into  open  resistance.  The  new 
levies  were  to  be  supplied  and  paid  by  their  respeo** 
tive  stRtesy  aod  this  produced  «a  leequality  in  the 
supplies  which  could  not  fail  to  irritate  the  feelings  of 
those  who  were  neglected,  borne  of  the  new  raised 
troops  received  their  pay  and  booaty  in  goM^  while 
tkose  who  4iad  been  long  in  service^  had  seen  4ieither 
gold  nor  paper  for  tweh^e  months.  Those  who  had 
been  enlisted  to  serve  for  three  }  ears^  now  at  the  ex- 
piration of  that  tem^  were  told  that  their  eoMtracI 
mnwi  be  GonsCmed  to  extend  to  the  termination  of  the 
war.  The  officers,  instead  of  crushing  in  the  bud  the 
first  symptoms  of  mntinoas  discontent,  relaxed  in. 
their  discipline,  and  required  less  of  the  soldiero^ 
with  a  view  to  ^calm  their  irrilntion  and  stop  ^ir 
complaints.  Nor  were  some  of  the  officers  them- 
selves entirely  free  from  the  spirit  of  revolt:  offended 
at  some  Ikncied  preforems  shown  1^  the  comman- 
der in  ebie^  in  Ms  appointments,  disgraceful  parties 
were  formed,  who  to  show  their  resentment^  sent  in 
their  resignations. 

These  causes^  gradually  strengthened  by  minor  dr- 
comstaaees,  at  length  prodnced  the  revolt  of  the 
Pjennsylvania  line;  and  the  first  day  of  the  new  year 
wa^  signalized  by  their  mutiny.  About  1000  of  them 
*  tamed  out  under  armS)  and  declared  their  resolution 
to  march  to  Congress  and  obtain  redress.  General 
Wayne  who  had  commanded  them,  and  who  was 
greatly  esteemed  and  respected  by  them^  used  evecf 
exertion  to  quiet  them  9  and  for  a  time  flattered  hirn- 
self  that  his  influence  over  them  would  bring  tlicm 
back  to  their  duties.  But,  though  they  listened  to 
him  with  patience^  their  resolutions  were  too  firm  to 
lie  shaken  by  Us  arguments.  ,  Wayne,  whetiier  un* 
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consciously,  in  ike  ardour  of  his  reiuoiistnuice,  or  d&> 
■igaodly  willi  a  naw  to  itttinklaia  Ihaaiy  *€iiekad  liia 
fMi>L;a  iModNd  iiaj0ii8ta  wm  hmUmMj'finmM  ti 

his  breast,  and  the  men  cried  out  to  him,  "*  We  love 
fMf  we  respect  you,  bat  yoa  are  a  dead  man  if  yoa 
fte.  DeaiHmietakeQe;  m  oreiitft^mi^tolibfieiM^ 
«iy /m  lira  contrary^  wete  they  now  lo  cone  . ont^  jfM 

should  fife  us  f  s;ht  under  ynur  orders^  with  as  much 

TMUuiion  and  alacrity  as  emr,-^    it  wae  difficult  to 

tara  am  ef  e»di  fceliogs  f!r0^  tlmr  ' 
gameata  or  remoiistmice.   Thvee  of  tfae  regimenle 

had  at  first  refused  to  joiu  the  mutineers,  and  had  pa- 
raded under  tkeir  officers  with  a  view  tO/quell  the  in^ 
anrmdmi ; Iml tlM  appealaand  liMraalaaf  Ibair  twm* 
fades  soon  brought  them  over,  and  the  mutiny  became 
general.  They  seized  upon  six  pieces  of  cannon^ 
mnpaUed  liM»  artiUefyiMi  to  jom  tlieait  ^u>d  mmM 
fmm  tiMcamp  at  to  the  naodier  of  iMO*  6e* 
ucral  Wayne  and  three  otlier  oiBcers,  for  w  iiom  the 
mutineera  had  always  evinced  affectionate  respec^ 
after  forwarding  proviaiona  to  ihem^  wkb  the  view  of 
prevMitiiig  their  phinder  of  tke  inbaUlanta  on  their 
march  through  the  country,  conduded  the  next  day 
upon  foUowiog  and  mijiiog  with  ikem,  in  order  if  pos- 
sible to  reatiahi  any  llcai|tBona  cendact*  Tbeao  offi« 
cmwenobUgei  to  fvecede  their  oniWHaee  into  tho  ' 
cani()  i)f  the  revolters  with  a  flag;  they  had  already 
ehosen  a  sergeant-major  to  lie  their  leader,  and  haii 
omferrednponhini  the  high  eonadiag  title  fi  Migw^ 
'  Ckneral.  They  recetiped  the  offioera  with  great  diril* 
ty,and  treated  their  advice  with  respect,  but  resolute- 
ly refused  to  listen  to  any  tesois  abor4  of  an  VT*nt#- 
otoand  fttU  ledreaa  of  cpnoraA«M« 

•  A 
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Sir  Henry  Clinton  upon  receiviiij^  intellis^ence  tif 
ibisrevoltm  the  army  oi'  the  Uuiied  States,  set  every 
engine  in  .moliion  io  Inm  it  to  ihe.aJvaatage  of  bie 
tMser  A^twidf^  m^  m^bI  to  meet  tbe  insurgents  ed 
Princeton,  whither  thi\v  had  arrived  on  the  4th,  with 
yfopoBik  froui  Sir  Heury^  the  siihstance  of  which 
ill9!%  .'anl  tkef  ohonM  1^  taken  under  the  proleciienoC 
the  BriUsh  govimnient :  be  paid  the  whole  amonnt 
of  their  claims  upon  Congress;  and  receive  a  free 
pardon  for  aUfMiat  oii'ences^  upon  the  single  condition 
o^.  laying  down^  their  arm%  and  retarning  to  their  al* 
le fiance.  ^It^M  added  as  a  further  indocenient,  that 
110  military  service  would  be  required,  but  that  it, 
iviHild  het accepted  if  voluntarily  offered.  The  agenta 
'  wipif ^1  wINWiHtHiiM  [With  iilarly  upon  theino^tU^ 
itf^on^ess  to  satisfy  their  demands,  and  upon  the' 
certain  severity  of  their  punishment  if  they  returned 
to  their  former  ranks  $  the  route  was  pwnted  out 

• 

which  it  wMMld  be  proper  for  tkeni  to  take,  and>ui  as- 
surance i;iven,  that  a  body  of  British  troops  should 
be  held  in  readiness  to  protect  them  whenever  they 
desired  it. 

W.hile  his  agents  were  tlms  at  work^  Sir  Henry 

himself  passed  over  to  Staten  Island  with  a  large 
body  of  troops,  and  comoieaced  sach  arrangements  as 
would  enable  him  to  moye  at  a  nonent's  warning  | 
while  at  tbe  same  time  his  naval  force  was  ordered  Io  be 
in  readiness  to  act  in  concert  whenever  circumstances 
should  render  it  necessary.  There  can  be  no  donbt^ 
that  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  oondoct  in  this  allkiry  was 
perfectly  justifiable  by  the  laws  of  war ;  and  that  hie  ' 
efforts  to  bring  over  the  revolters  by  negotiation^  was 
the  wisest  policy,  which,  under  snob  dsennisiaocesi 
oonld  lia?e  been  adopted*  It  waa  not  possible  fee 
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iili|i(j|||i(k<M|t>^riafcuig  more  than  the  ttJierkne^  iMm 
igiMKRi^iit^e  pasted  directly  to  tht  c<Nitiiieat»  aniF 

have  met  this  disorganized  band  of  mutineers  with 
tlie  «word$  for  though  it  miglit  have  been  easy  and 
iMre  4M)D0iiritble  to  have  sobdued  tbem  ia  bftUle^  it 
«j#a9  not  80>eMy  to  reach  then  throoj^'  a  aMmtry^ 
whose  militia  hud  so  lately  shown  tlieir  inveterate 
hostility  to  the  Britif^h  name,  and  their  active  una-' 
jHmity  in  Mq^ort  of  their  coootry'e  eiMise*   Bui  Shr 

^  fieuiT'e  schemes  all  fhiled.  The  aivtineen  had  ite^' 
clared  to  Wayne  in  the  outset,  that  they  were  "not 
going  to  Uie  enemy/^  and  they  were  faithful  to  their 
^promise.  Their  conduct  in  relation  to  the  agents  of 
Sir  Henry,  is  aft  extraordinary  instance  of  the  para- 
monnt  influence  of  love  of  country  over  every  otiier 
Jeetingy  and  of  that  sin^^ular  eorobination  of  the  no* 
^He  and  the  Tllet  which  is  somotimes  found  nixed  np 
in  the  formation  of  man.  They  not  only  spurned 
with  disdain  the  favourable  oflers  of  Sir  Henry,  hut 
doltvered  op  his  agents  to  General  Wayne,  to  be  . 

*  dealt  with  aecording  to  the  osa^  hf  war.  The' 
mutineers  were  socm  after  met  at  Princeton  i>y  a  com* 
mittee  of  the  Pennsylvania  council,  who  aj;t'eed  to 
their  dettand%  paid  and  dismissed  Ihosc^  ii^hose  en-  ^ 
Ustnent  had  expired^  and  ahoot  half  of  them  wont 

.  quietly  home  :  the  remainder  continued  their  march  to 
Trenton,  where  they  arrived  on  the  9th,  and  were  met 
by  a  eoouHittae  of  Congress,  Who  in  a  fewdays  made 
a  shtisfcetnry  adjostnent  of  their  ,ehiiniS|  and  thas 
terminated  this  unhappy  afl'air.  ' 
'  A  sinilar  spirit  of  revolt  manifested  itsaif  soon  af- 
terwards In  the  troops  of  New-Jersay,  ahont  100  of 
whom,  paraded  under  arms,  with  an  intention  to  fol- 
low tlM  ejuim^leof  the  Peuna^ylvauia  line;  but  the. 
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paucity  of  their  numbers  made  a  different  conjjuct  to- 
wards tlieni  {)ro|>er  <u)d  necessary.  Tliey.  weie- 
speedily  br^ugbt  to  onconditioaal  Mhnimkiii  al  the 
'  point  of  tbebayonety  and  two  of  tbeir  ringleaders  snf- 
iered  death  by  the  eentcuce  of  a  court-martial.  No 
fiu'ther  instance  of  open  revolt  occurred  after  thia 
painfaly  bat  salatarj  example  of  justice ;  but  it  waa 
impossible  wholly  to  silence  the  murmurs  of  an  ar- 
my^  who  were  suffering  all  the  evils  which  could 
arise  from  an  inadeqaafte  system  of  fiiiaace.  The 
sitnation  of  the  country  ai  this  period,  cannot  ba  bet- 
ter depicted,  than  in  the  words  of  Washington  to  Lien- 
tenant  Colonel  Jolin  Laurens^  who  liad  lately  beeii 
appmnted  special  envoy  to  the  court  of  VersaiUe% 
for  the  pnrpofie  of  soliciting;  the  requisite  aids. 

^To  me  it  appears  evident — 1.  That  considering 
ihc  diffused  population  of  these  states^  the  conseqaent 
difiiciilty.  of  drawing  U^ther  ils  resoaroesy  the  com* 
position  and  temper  of  part  of  Its  inhabitant^  the 
want  of  a  sufficient  stock  of  natural  strength  as  a  foun- 
dation for  revenue,  aud  the  almost  total  extinction  of 
commeice,  the  efforts  we  have  beea  compelled  to  make 
for  carrying  on  the  war,  have  exceeded  the  natural 
abilities  of  this  country,  and  hy  degress  brougiit  it  to 
a  crisis,  which  renders  immediate,  efficacious  suc- 
cours from  abroad^  indispensable  to  its  safely, — ^ 
That  notwithstanding,  from  the  conlbsion  always  at- 
tending a  revolution,  from  our  havins;  had  govern- 
ments to  frame^  and  every  species  of  civil  and  mili* 
tar;  lastitutioRS  to  create,  from  that  inexperietfce  ne-. 
ccssarily  incident  to  a  nation  in  its  commencement, 
some  errours  may  have  been  committed  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  our  finances^  to  which  a  fl^;is!^^^fOu,v 
4id>airmMmeats  is  to  ba  attribotod^  yet  jthyjiliBiBrin> 
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dpally  to  be  ascribed  to  an  essential  defect  of  means^ 
the  want  of  a  sufficient  stock  of  wealth,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  first  article,  which,  continuing  to  ope- 
rate, will  make  it  impossible^  by  any  merely  interiour 
essertionsy  to  extricate  onrselves  from  tbose  embarrass* 
mentsy  testore  pubtick  credit,  and  fnrriisb  the  fnnds 
requisite  for  the  support  of  the  war. — 3.  Tliat  expe- 
rience has  demonstrated  the  impracticability  long  to 
maintain  a  ^per  credit  witliout  Ainds  for  Hs  redemp- 
tion.—4.  That  the  mode,  whieh  for  want  of  money 
has  been  substituted  for  suppTyins;  tlie  army,  by  as- 
sessing a  proportion  of  the  produce  of  the  eartli,  has 
*  idtlmrto  fcieen  found  inefiRBctnal.~5«  That  from  the 
best  estimates  of  the  annual  expense  of  the  war,  and 
the  annual  revenues  which  these  states  are  capable  of 
affording,  there  is  a  large  balance  to  be  supported  by 
credit  The  resonrce  of  domestick  loans  is  incon- 
siderable.—41.  That  the  patience  of  the  army  is  notf 
nearly  exhausted,  which  demonstrates  the  absolnte 
necessity  of  a  speedy  relief,  a  i  relief  not  within  the 
compass  of  our  means.'— 7«  That  the  people  being 
dissatisfied  with  the  mode  of  supporting  the  war, 
evils  actually  felt  in  the  prosecution  of  it.  may  weak- 
Ott  the  sentiments  which  began  it.-^.  That  from  all 
the  finegoing  considerations,  result,  ftrst,  the  absolute 
necessity  of  an  immediate,  ample  and  efficacious  suc- 
cour of  money  large  enough  to  be  a  foundation  for 
•obstential  amngements  of  finance,  to  reviye  pobllck 
credit,  and  give  vigoor  to  fatore  operations  secondly 
—The  vast  importance  of  a  decided  eflui  I  of  the  al- 
lied arms  to  this  continent^  the  ensuing  campaign,  to 
•ffiectoate  once  for  all  the  great  objects  of  the  alliance,^ 
the  liberty  and  independence  of  tliese  states*'— 
That  next  to  a  loan  of  mouey^  a  coustuat  superioiiiy^ 
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on  these  coasts,  is  the  olyect  most  interestins;. — 10. 
That  an  additional  succour  of  troops  would  he  ex- 
tremely desireahle. — 11.  That  no  nation  will  have 
it  more  iti  its  power  to  repay  what  it  hofrows,  than 
this  ;  our  debts  are  hitlierto  small.  The  people  are 
discontented,  hut  it  is  with  the  feeble  and  oppressive 
mode  of  conducting  the  war,  not  with  the  war  itself. 
A  large  majority  are  still  firmly  attached  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  these  states." 

We  have  seen,  that  tiie  arch-traitor  Arnold,  receiv- 
ed from  his  new  masters,  as  a  reward  for  his  tren^lie- 
ry,  the  commission  of  Bri2;adier  General  in  the  Bri- 
tisli  armies.  He  re(piested  to  be  immediately  em- 
ployed in  some  expedition  which  would  ^;ive  him  an 
opportunity  of  showing  his  zealous  fidelity  to  his  new 
en£;a2;ements,  and  was  accordingly  despatched  by 
Sir  Henry,  at  the  head  of  a  large  armament,  to  the 
Chesapeake.  His  force  consisted  of  the  Edinburgh 
regiment  of  ROO  men,  under  Lieutenant  Colotiel 
Pundas,  the  Queen's  rangers,  of  about  the  same 
number,  commanded  by  (volouel  Simcoe,  Colonel 
Robinson's  provincials,  and  about  200  royalists  of 
Arnold's  own  raising,  in  the  whole  1 700  men.  They 
were  escorted  bv  a  considerable  naval  force,  and  on 
the  lib  of  .lanuary,  Arnold  landed  his  troops  on  the 
James  River,  a  few  miles  below  Richmond,  and 
marched  into  that  town  on  the  following  day  without 
opposition.  A  scene  of  devastation  and  destruction 
immediately  commenced,  which  too  unhappily  show- 
ed tin*  change  of  spirit  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
brciisi  of  Arnold.  The  desolation  he  committed  was 
not  confined  to  publick  property;  private  magazines 
and  buildings  were  opened  and  their  contents  given 
to  waste.    \Vhil^  tliis  fallen  hero  was  thus  indulging 
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his  rcvens;eful  appetite,  Siracoe  with  his  Rangers,  pro- 
ceeded to  \V  esiliam^  eight  miles  distant,  the  seat  of 
41ie  only  cannon  founderj  in  the  state,  and  unfortn- 
nately  at  that  time  the  depository  of  thepublick  stores 
that  had  been  removed  from  Richmond.  Haviu^  des- 
troyed these,  lie  returned  to  Richmond,  and  oti  the 
7th  the  whole  parly  decamped  and  retired  to  their 
landing  place  at  Westover*  A  few  militia  had  by  this 
time  assembled  at  Charles  city,  only  nine  miles  from 
the  enemy,  but  they  were  soon  dispersed,  and  on  the 
10th  Arnold  reembarked  and  proceeded  in  his  work 
of  destraction  along  the  borders  of  the  river.  Smith- 
field  and  other  places  shared  the  fate  of  Richmond  ; 
and  on  the  :iOih  Arnold  reached  Ports  mouth,  where, 
hearing  that  the  miiitia  were  rising  in  force  against 
him,  he  commenced  works  of  defence.  Bntthous;h  a 
few  had  collected  under  the  iiaron  Steuben,  and  ue- 
neraU  Nelson^  Weedou  and  Muhienbergh,  they  were 
/or  the  most  part  without  arms,  in  consequence  of  the 
late  destruction,  and  the  Baron  was  obliged  to  oonflne 
his  operations  to  the  protection  of  the  vicinity  from 
the  plunder  of  small  parties. 

The  news  of  these  depredations  on  Virginia,  reached 
Washington  and  the  Congress,  in  the  midst  of  their 
troubles  arising  from  the  discontents  of  the  troops. — 
Unaided  by  the  French  naval  foi-ce,it  was  impossibt^ 
for  Waslungton  to  undertake  the  expulsion  of  Arnold 
with  any  ho[)e  of  success,  and  with  their  cooperation 
he  had  every  reason  to  expect  not  only  the  complete 
destruction  of  Arnold's  foroe,  but  the  possession  of  the 
person  of  the  traitor  himself.  He  dierefore  concert* 
ed  a  phiii  in  conjuiittion  with  the  two  commanders  of 
the  French  laud  and  sea  forces,  in  which  they  seemed 

cordially  to  concur,  and  which  on  his  own  part  wsji, 
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immediately  executed  by  sending  the  Marquis  de  la 
i'ayette  with  1200  men  to  Annajiolis,  w  ith  orders  to 
naich  to  Virginia  to  cooperate  with  the  French  force^ 
which  it  was  agreed  shoold  be  immediately  sent  to  the 
Chesapeake.  J3ut  the  French  commanders,  instead 
of  sending  their  whole  fleet  with  an  adequate  number 
of  land  forces^  despatched  only  a  few  ships^  without 
a  single  regiment,  who  merely  looked  into  the  Ghesa* 
peake  and  returned  without  eil'ecting  any  thing  but 
the  capture  of  one  British  frigate  at  the  entrance  of  the 
bay.  Again  Washington  earnestly  entreated  of  the 
Connts  llochambeanaad  D'Estonches^  a  more  vigor* 
ous  and  effective  assistance,  aiui  agaiii  u  was  promis- 
ed. So  confident  was  he  that  his  plan  could  not  fail 
to  sncceedy  that  he  gave  the  most  peremptory  orders 
to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette^  to  make  no  terms  with 
Arnold  which  should  secure  him  from  the  penalties 
of  his  crime.  '  But  he  was  destined  once  more  to  be 
disappointedi  from  the  dilatory  movements  of  the 
French  Admiral,  who  did  not  put  to  sea  until  the  8th 
of  March,  and  then  only  with  eight  ships.  He  was 
followed  in  two  days  by  the  British  Admiral  with  an 
equal  force,  and  the  two  fleets  came  in  contact  with 
each  Qther  off  the  capes  of  Virginia  on  the  i6th.  An 
engagement  of  course  ensued,  whicli  was  so  indecisive 
ih  its  results,  tliat  both  sides  claimed  a  victory.  If 
any  victory,  however,  could  be  said  to  have  been  ob- 
tainedy  it  belonged  of  riglit  to  the  British  ;  for  th^ 
French  Admiral  was  driven  fi*om  his  design  aud  com- 
pelled to  return  to  Newport. 

Thus  ended  the  hopes  of  Washington  from  the  pr^ 
inised  succour  of  the  allies.  This  failure  made  it  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  recall  the  Marquis  from  Annapo- 
lis^ who  accordingly  returned  to  the  Head  of  Jfilk^  with 
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Us  troops^  wheace  he  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Vir* 

ginia  ami  take  command  of  the  forces  there  raised. 

Sir  Heury  Clinton  Lad  early  seen  the  hazard  ill  .  . 
which  Amdld  would  be  placed  bj  the  plans  of  Wash*, 
ingtotty  and  a  considerable  detachment  under  Major 
General  Phillips,  laleiy  released  from  imprisunmeut, 
ifliniediately  followed  the  sailing  of  the  British  Admi- 
ral, and  landed  at  Portsmouth  on  the  £5th  March.—- 
Thi8  reinforcement  augmented  the  British  forces  in 
Virginia  to  a  formidable  army,  of  upwards  of  3500 
men,  of  which  Major  General  Phillips  now  assumed 
the  command.  Having  completed  the  ftrtificadons 
which  Arnold  had  commenced,  this  officer  embarked 
^00  of  his  troops  and  proceeded  up  the  James  Ri- 
ver. Landing  at  Barwdls  ferrjfy  he  took  possession 
of  Williamsburg  without  upi>osition,  and  thence  sent 
a  detachment  to  Yorktown,  where  a  few  naval  stores 
and  shipping  were  destroyed.  This  effected,  General 
I  Phillips  again  embarked,  and  continuing  his  course 
up  the  river,  landed  at  City  Point,  which  was  then  the 
depot  of  supplies  for  General  Greene's  army,  and  a 
place  of  considerable  importance  to  the  planters  of 
Virginia,  as  f ron^  thence  was  exported  nearlj:  all  the 
tobacco, of  the  state.  Having  completed  the  work  of 
destruction  here,  Phillips  turned  his  attention  to  Pe- 
tersburg. Arrived  at  this  place,  he  for  the  first  time 
met  with  any  thing  like  opposition.  The  whole  regu* 
larfofce  of  the  state  beingthen  with  Gtoeral  Greene's 
army  in  South  Carolina,  the  Baron  Steuben  had  been 
enabled  to  collect  ouly  about  ^00  militia,  one  half  of 
which  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  James  River,  un- 
der General  Nelson,  and  with  the  other  he  made  an 
effort  to  protect  Petersburg^  but  his  opposition  was 
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necessarily  iueilectual^  and  the  entrance  of  the  British 
into  tlie  town  forced  him  to  retreat. 

To  follow  General  Pblllips  throagh  a  minnte  detail 
of  this  disgraceful  maraudiug  expedition,  would  he  no 
less  disgusting  to  the  reader^  than  an  unnecessary  loss 
of  time  to  the  writer:  suffice  it  to  say,  that  having  des- 
troyed every  thing  of  value,  both  publickand  private 
property,  in  Pctersbure;,  and  all  the  neighhourins;  pla- 
ces, wherever  stores  or  if>6acco  were  deposited,  he  di- 
rected his  course  to  Manchester,  a  little  village  imme- 
diately opposite  to  Richmond.  Between  these  two 
places,  a  small  naval  force  had  been  collected  since  the 
visit  of  Arnold,  m  ith  a  view  to  cooperate  with  the  in- 
tended expedition  of  the  French  fleet ;  this  now  be- 
came the  ol)ject  of  General  Phillips,  and  bavins;  first 
destroyed  the  tobacco  in  Manchester,  he  summoin d  (  he 
Commodore  of  the  little  fleet  to  surrender ;  this  being 
refused,  a  battery  of  two  or  three  small  pieces  was 
opened  upon  them,  and  after  the  f!r»t  discharge,  the 
Commodore  scuttled  his  vessels  and  abandon- 
ed them,  thougli  in  his  answer  to  the  summons  he  had 
declared  his  intention  to  hold  out  to  the  last  e.iptremitg. 
Tl»e  fortunate  arrival  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  at 
this  moment  wifh  his  reiqnlars,  who  had  been  joined 
by  the  2000  militia  under  the  Raron  Steuben  and  Ge- 
neral  Nelson,  arrested  Phillips's  design  of  carrying  the 
.  same  destruction  to  th^  north  side  of  the  river  which 
he  had  just  completed  on  the  south  ;  he  therefore  turn- 
ed his  steps  towards  Bermuda  Hundred,  opposite  Ci- 
ty Point  where  his  fleet  still  lay.  After  some  ma- 
nocuvering  on  both  sides,  in  which  the  Marquis  found 
it  necessary  frequently  to  chau^^e  his  position  in  or- 
der cautiously  to  watch  the  motion  of  his  adversary, 
Phillips  received  intelligence  of  Comwallis'e  approach 
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With  orders  to  meet  him  at  PetMborg,  whither, 

therefore,  he  agaia  directed  his  inarch.  The  Mar- 
qm»f  desirous,  if  possible,  of  anticipating  the  British 
General  in  this  movement,  crossed  the  James  river  and 
attempted  by  forced  marches  to  gaia  Petersburg  be- 
fore him ;  but  receiving  orders  from  General  Greene^ 
under  whose  authority  he  acted,  not  to  risk  any  gene- 
ral action,  and  finding  that  Phillips  preceded  him, 
he  turned  about,  recrossed  the  river,  and  took  a  posi- 
tion a  few  miles  below  Richmond* 

In  the  mean  lime^  General  Greene,  whom  we  left 
encamped  on  the  Deep  river,  having  determined  as 
the  most  advantageous  mode  of  emphiyiug  iiis  forces, 
to  lead  them  back  into  South  Carolina,  and  attack 
the  enemy's  strong  post  at  Cambden,  $nd  having  de- 
tached Lieutenant  Golonel  Lee  with  his  legion  to 
join  General  Marion,  with  directions  for  that  officer 
to  cooperate  in  the  general  plan  by  breaking  up  the 
commnnications  between  Cambden,  Ninety  Bix  and 
Charleston,  puthis  army  in  motion  on  the9th of  April, 
and  on  the  20th  encamped  at  Logtown,  witbiu  siglit 
of  the  enemy^s  works. 

Marion  and  Lee,  having  formed  a  junction  of  their 
forces  on  the  8th,  proceeded  without  delay  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  tliat  part  of  the  plan  entru^sted  to  them; 
and  on  the  idtb  in  the  e^ning,  they  invested  Fort 
Watson  on  the  Santee.  This  was  a  small  post  which 
bad  been  just  established,  with  a  garrison  of  1 14  men, 
by  Colonel  Watson  whom  Lord  Kawdonhadaentiu 
pursuit  of  Marion,  at  the  head  of  .dOO  men,  soon  af- 
ter the  battle  of  Guilford.  After  erecting  this  fort, 
which  was  called  by  his  own  name,  Watson  had  con- 
tinued his  fruitless  search  after  Marion.  Neither  the 
gurrison  nor  its  assailants  were  provided  with  ar^il^-. 


Digitized  by 


414  AMEBICAN  EBVOLVTIOX. 

ry ;  and  the  ground  on  which  the  defences  of  the  for* 

mcr  were  erected  being  an  old  Indian  mound,  upwards 
of  thirty  feet  bigh^  the  only  chance  of  reducing  them^ 
W88  to  cut  off  their  sopply  of  water^  which  was  pro- 
cured from  a  neighboaring  lake.  The  commandant 
of  the  garrison,  however,  soon  provided  otlier  means 
of  supply,  and  the  hope  of  effecting  its  reduction 
would  prohably  have  been  abandoned^  but  for  an  in- 
geniousand  novel  contrivance  devised  by  Major  May- 
ham.  This  was  to  cut  down  a  suitable  quantity  of 
treesy  and  oy  piling  them  upon  each  othcr^  to  erect  a 
•ort  of  tower^  higher  than  the  mound,  from  which  the 
riflemen  could  fire  into  every  part  of  tlie  fort.  The 
plan  was  adopted  and  succeeded  :  and  on  the  23d  the 
giurrison  surrendered  by  capitulation. 

The  army  of  General  Gieene  after  detaching  Lee's 
legion,  amounted  to  scarcely  ISOO  men  of  all  classes, 
a  force  too  small  either  to  attempt  to  carry  the  works 
at  Gamhden  by  storm,  or  to  make  a  complete  invest- 
ment He  had  expected  to  be  joined  here  by  General 
Sumpter  w  hose  force  with  the  addition  of  that  under 
Marion  and  Lee,  would  have  enabled  him  to  com- 
mence  operations  with  a  certainty  of  success ;  but  be- 
ing disappointed  by  Snmpter,  and  hearing  that  Colo- 
nel  Watson  was  on  his  return  to  Cambden  with  the 
remainder  of  his  foi*ce  of  #00  men,  he  thought  it  advi- 
seable  to  decamp  from  the  position  he  had  taken  on  his 
arrival,  and  cross  over  to  the  east  side  of  the  town. — 

•  lending  off  his  baggage,  therefore,  under  Colonel  Car- 
rington,  to  a  safe  position  on  the  north  of  Lynch's 
creek,  he  crossed  the  Bandliill  creek,  and  placed  him- 

•  self  in  the  more  direct  road  of  communication  with 
Marion  and  Lee.  Here  he  soon  received  intelligence 
^  the  operationa  of  these  two  active  officers,  which 
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rendered  it  probable  that  Colonel  Watson  would  ei- 
ther be  intercepted  or  impeded  in  his  attempt  to  joia 
Lord  Rawdon,  and  which  induced  him  once  more  to 
change  his  position,  and  retire  to  the  north  side  of  the 
town,  where  he  encamped  on  Hobkicks  hill.  He  had 
despatched  orders  to  Colonel  Carrington  to  rgoin  him . 
without  delaj^  and  was  now  encamped  in  order  of 
battle  waiting;  anxiously  for  the  expected  reinforceoicut 
under  Sumpter. 

Lord  Rawdon  was  not  long  in  deciding  upon  his 
course  of  conduct  Believing  that  every  moment's 
delay  would  diminish  his  chance  of  success,  while  it 
would  probably  add  to  the  strength  of  his  adversary^ 
he  advanced  on  the  morning  after  Greene's  tetnni^ 
d0th  of  Aprils  with  the  hope  of  finding  him  unprepar^ 
ed  for  battle.  His  wh^ole  force  amounted  only  to  900  : 
that  of  Greene^  as  we  have  said,  was  little  short  of 
iSOO.  It  was  Lord  Bawdon's  design  to  move  unper- 
ceived  upon  the  American  camp,  and  with  this  view 
he  took  a  circuitous  route  along  the  swampy  margin 
of  Finetree  creek  which  brought  him  upon  the  left  of 
Greenoi  his  most  assailable  point  The  cautions  pru- 
dence and  foresight  of  Oreene  were  now  manifest  $  for 
though  be  hardly  thought  it  possible  tiiai  Lord  Raw- 
don would  dare  to  offer  him  battle  in  his  present  situa- 
tiouy  he  had  provided  for  this  remote  contingency  by 
forming  his  camp  in  order  of  battle.  The  regulars 
in  one  line  were  formed  with  their  center  on  the  Wax- 
haw's  roady  which  ran  Uirougli  the  encampment^  the 
militia  and  cavalry  at  a  suitable  distance  in  the 
as  a  reserve,  and  strong  pickets  were  posted  in  ihe 
front  and  flanks. 

•  Colonel  Carrington^  the  Q^uarter  Master  General^ 
'had  just  rejoined  the  army^  having  with  him  a  sup- 
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ply  of  provisions,  which  the  men  were  employed  in 
cooking  for  breakfast^  when  his  Lordship's  van  en* 

gaged  our  piquets^  under  the  command  of  Captains 
Benson^  of  Maryland,  and  Morgan  of  Virginia.  These 
two  conlpanies,  supported  by  the  veteran  Kirkwood 
with  his  brave  Delaware  company,  met  the  unexpect- 
ed shock  with  firmness^  and  gallantly  fought  their  way 
back  to  the  lines  of  the  encampment.  This  gave  Ge- 
neral Greene  the  little  time  required  to  prepare  foir 
the  battle.  Tlie  second  Maryland  res^iment,  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Ford^  was  ordered  to  advance 
upon  the  enemy's  right  flank,  while  the  first  under 
Colonel  Oonby  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Howard  was 
ordered  to  charge  in  front.  The  Britisli  left  was  in 
like  manner  attacked  by  the  Virginia  regiments^  un- 
der General  Huger^  and  the  two  Lieutenant  Colonels 
Campbell  and  Hawes,  and  led  on  by  General  Greene 
himself.  The  artillery  conducted  by  Colonel  Har- 
rison,  was  posted  in  the  centre,  and  opened  with  good 
effect.  Thus  the  whole  of  the  continentals  were  en- 
gaged at  once,  and  Greene  feeling  himself  assured  of 
victory,  ordered  Washington  with  his  cavalry  to  gain 
the  enemy- 8  rear  so  as  to  cut  off  his  retreat.  The  fire 
of  the  whole  line  now  became  animated  s  Washington 
had  accomplished  his  orders  in  handsome  style  and 
was  charging  with  irresi8til)le  effect  in  the  rear,  while 
Uug^r  on  the  right  and  Hawes  in  the  centre  were 
evidently  pressing  with  advantage  on  the  foe.  At  this 
critical  moment,  when  the  fate  of  Lord  Rawdon  was 
suspended  by  a  thread,  Gunby's  first  Maryland  regi- 
ment, which  had  been  ordered  to  advance  and  charge 
bayonets  without  firing,  and  which  had  for  soma  Ifane 
bravely  obeyed  the  order,  began  an  ii  regular  fii'e  from 
the  right  which  gradually  extended  through  the  whole 
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regimjent   Tbns  furgetting  their 'orders  in  the  first 

"  .  *      in??tanre,  anil  quickly  losin*  all  seircomniaud,  the  two 
«  xl^id  coRipaiiics  feii  back^  aud  the  remaining;  four 
^        being. thrown  ttito'some  confusion^  but  still  keepln; 
•  ,    iheii  g^undy'  Gimby  inconsiderately  ordered  the  re- 
^ment  to  rcf<nm  on  their  rf^-Zi^  company.    This  of 
course  occasioned  a  retm^riuie  movement,  the  enemy 
•*    rushed  forward  with  the  ^  shout  of  victory^  a  panick 
seized  the  re^knent,  from  which  all  the  efforts  of  Co- 
lonels Williams,  Giinby  and  UowanI,  couid  not  re- 
cover them.   -The  remaining  contiuentals  maintained 
the  contest  a  short  time  longer^  but  Lieutenant  Colo* 
«  nelvFord  of  ihe  second  Maryland  regiment,  heinj^ 
.    ^    ^nortally  wonnded,  that  regiment  also  wa^  llnow  n  ijilo 
.  disorder  and  fell  liack.    No  prospect  now  remained 
of  recovering  the  ocder  of  battle^  and  General  Greene 
*  ordefed  a  retreat^  which  was  effected  in  ii;<u>d  order 
aiMl  without  loss.  \Va6hine;ton  who  luul  la  tin*  ( ourso 
.of  the  action  taken  near  #^00  prisoners,  some  of  wiiom 
he  paroUed  on  the  field,  was  now  obliged  to  relin* 
quish  the  greater  part  of  these  evidences  of  his  gallan-  . 
trv,  and  make  s^ood  his  retreat.   He  succeeded,  how- 
ever,  in  carrying  off  oO  of  his  prisoners.  * 
The  enemy  pursued  for  about  three  miles,  when 
«         Waslungton*  tamed  upon  them  with  his  cavalry  and 
a  detachment  of  infantry,  and  lindins;  the  New  York 
volunteer  horse,  somewhat  in  advance  of  the  main  ho- 
dy,  madd  a  vapid  charge*  killed  a  number,  dispersed 
the,  remainder,  and  effectnally  checked  all  furthet ' 
pnrsuit ;  the  enemy  returned  to  Camhden,  and  (lene- 
ral  Greene  continuing;  his  retreat  across  Saunders' 
creek,  encamped  for  Uie  night  about  four  miles  from  the  ' 
field  of  battle,  which  lay  covered  with  the  deail  of 
both  armies.    Our  lo^^^  in  ilii^  en^a^cmeut^  iu  killed^ 
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woanded  and  missing,  was  £6&^i«ii)9tig  the  formvr 
were  Lieotenaiil  Golonel  Ford  and  Captain  Beatty, 
of  the  first  Maryland  regimeut,  two  officers  of  great 
bravery  and  worth.  Tiie  enengr's  loss  was  nearly  ,  ^ 
eqoal^  including  tfae  prisoners  ^  gallandy.  broaiglit  ojDT  .  • 
by  Colonel  Washington :  their  killed,  however, 
amounted  only  to  38,  amo^g  whom  was  but  one  offi- 
cer. 

The  issne  of  this  battle  can  hardly  be  anooiiBted  for 

npon  any  of  the  common  principles  that  influence  the  • 
decision  of  human  affairs.  Hitherto  the  disappoint* 
ments  of  General  Groene  ai  4he  •  mcnneBt  of  victoiy, 
bad  been  occasioned  by  the  ^sars  of  ndtttia,  nasceiis- 

turned  to  the  noise  and  din  of  battle,  who  have  fled  ^ 
without  cause  and  dreaded  when  there  was  no  dan- 
ger, a  regiment  upon  which  all  his  hopes  were 
flxeily  which  had  behaved  with  such  heroiek  bisveiy  ' 
at  the  battle  of  the  Cowpens,  and  which  at  the  subse- 
quent battle  of  Ciuilford  had  driven  back  the  guards^ 
and  followed  them  almost  to  the  month  of  the  enemy's 
artillery,  a  regiment  composed  for  the  mostpait  of  ve- 
terans, now  gave  way  before  an  inferiour  enemy, 
when  every  circumstance  of  the  battle  was  in  their  fa- 
vonr.   Notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  Colonel  tijinby 
to  lead  the  regiment  again  to  the  charge,  so  much  cen-  « 
siire  rested  upon  that  <ilficer,  that  he  felt  it  due  to  his 
reputation  to  demand  a  court  of  inquiry.    The  court 
declared  his  conduct  nnexceptionabley  but  Greene  still 
maintained  the  opinion  that  thb  order  for  the  regiment 
to  filll  back  upon  its  right  company  led  to  the  disgrace-  ' 
,  ful  conduct  which  followed. 

The  day  after  the  battle  General  Greene  retired  to 
Bndgely's  mill,  whence  be  despatched  orders  to  Lee  to 
join  tiim  with  iiis.  legion  ^  but  thes^  orders  were  again 
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^  e^tmiAiMledy^  probability  of  tbeir 

intercepting  Colonel  Watson,  and  Greene,  with  a  view 
,  of  cuUing  off  the  supplies  iiom  Lord  liawdoa,  w  ho^ 
"'^h^l/ngm^ifm^     too  woak  a  state.witbout  thiis  reia- 
/foicemeiit,  to  mafce  anothes  atlenpt  uponhim,  moved  ' 
again  into  the  vicinity  of  Cambden.  Colonel  Watson 
aftor  a  loBg^  circuitous^and  dangerous  march,  by  w  hicli 
4i^«iu3c|peded  io  eiudiag  the  active  vigilance  of  Mari- 
^iand  Lee^  #t  length  reaLched  Gambdeii  on  the  7th  ct 
'■_    May.    General  Greene,  rightly  presuming  that  the 
axiival  of  this,  succour  would  induce  the  British  com- 
^    Irtattdant  to  seek  another  .engagemeii^  for  which  he 
*  '         not  at  all  prepared,  relinquished  hispoaitiott  near 
*  \.    Cambden,  and  moved  to  the  high  kills  behind  Saw- 
ney's cri^ek.  * 

This  timely  moTement  of  General  Greene^  shows 
the  j  adge  ment  and  penetration  ct  the  American  com- 
mander,  in  a  conspicuous  point  of  view,  for  Lord  Raw- 
don  io^t  opt  a  moment  after  the  junction  of  Watson's 
'  ,   troopstiifrCKAiaing  Oambden  ferry  with  a  view  of  get* 
'  ling  upon  Greene's  rear.   Disappointed  by  the  mtx* 
'    pected  retreat  of  his  adversary,  Lord  Rawdon  fol- 
-  lowed  him  to  his  present  poaition^  where  after  vainly 
endeavouring  to  draw  him  oot|  And  finding  the  posi- 
tion too  strong  iTor  any  hope  of  a  saccessfal  attack,  he 
'\  left  him  untouched^  and  retraced  liis  steps  to  Camb- 
den. 

Marion  and  Lee^  in  the  mean  time^  finding  that 
^  Watson  had  escaped  them,  tomed  their  attention  to 

the  post  at  Motte's,  near  the  junction  of  the  Congaree 
and  Santee  rivers,  which  soon  yielded  to  their  vigo- 
rona  attack.  '  The  loea  of  this  poet  was  a  severe^blow 
to  the  British  commander,  as  it  was  the  depot  of  a 
.  '  large  quantity  of  supplies  intended  for  Gambdai}.  On 
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the  lOtli,  Lord  Rawdon*  believiDg  thai  the  Ioniser  oc- 

.  ciipatidii  of  ('nniiiu(  ii  u(hiI<1  i>c  attended  with  no  a<l- 
vai)tii4;e.  abaadoued  (iiatjiost.  aod  relirod  totlie  south 
of  theBantcey  havio^  first  destroyed  the  worku^  the 
mill,  jail,  several  other  bdildiugj^i  and  every  thine;  of 
value  which  could  not  he  taken  away.  His  hardship 
arrived  at  NeUoirs  ferry  on  the  very  day  that  Major 
M^PherMOD  was  compelled  to  surrender  the  fiDrt  at 
Motte's.  \m\  beine;  unable  to  render  any  assistance, 
he  toutinued  his  march  to  Monk's  Corner,  fearful 
the  safety  of  Charleston  miu;Ut  he  endangered,  from 
the  spirit  which  now  every  where  be<;an  to  manifest 
itself  anions;  the  people.  Thus  thou^j;h  the  British  arms 
gained  the  victory  at  Camhden,  a  victory  too,  which 
gave  to  Lord  liawdon  deserved  honours,  .the  result 
was  rather  favourable  than  otherwise  to  the  American  * 
causae. 

The  surremler  of  Molte's  w  as  followed  by  thai  of 
Orangeburg,  Fort  Granby,  and  the  whole  line  of  Bri- 
tisb  posts  in  Bouth  Carolina,  with  the 'exception  of 
JSinciy  Six  and  Charleston.  General  Greene,  hav-  • 
ing  broken  up  his  post  at  Sawney's  Creek  upon  the 
evacuation  of  Cambden  by  Lord  liawdon,  moved  for-  - 
ward  with  his  army,  and  arrived  at  Fort  (rranby,  the 
d'ly  afier  it  ha»l  surrendered  to  Lee,  the  l;»th  of  May. 
lie  imoiediatcly  despat(  bed  Lee  to  join  General 
Pickens  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Augusta,  and  after 
reposing  \m  titiopj^  for  a  $rw  days,  proceeded  himself 
to  the  reduction  of  aNinety  Six. 

Lue  ac(  oniplished  the  march  w  ith  his  legion,  (a 
distance  of  75  miles)  in  less  than  tliree  days ;  and  hear- 
ing oh  his  arrival  in  the  vicinity  of  Augusta,  that  the 
annual  present  frcun  (he  British  to  the  Indians,  con- 
sidtiug  of  aru&s^  amuiuiiitioa,  biankeis,  amd  many 
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oilier  valuaMe  articlesi,  fiad  just  been  received,  aud 
*    weie  tlieii  fle|io8itcd  in  Fort  Ual^liin^  at  Siiver  BlufT^  . 
about  twelve  miles  below  Au^ista,  uoder  charge  of 
two  companies  from  the  gari'isoo  of  the  hkiifiv  place^ 
.  ' ,    .  he  delermiued  to  venture  upon  gainini;  posse«5f<ion  of 
them.    Leaving  Miijor  Eatou  with  the  main  \nn\y  of 
hift.tegiony' he  inade  a/orced  march  witlia  de 
.  of  his  infantry,  moanted' behind  his  dragoons,  and  on 
■    the  ;itstin  the  morning,  reached  the  fort.    His  plan 
of  attack  was  so  well  arranged^  that  the  fort  was  rc- 
A.dueed  without  the  loss  of  it  m%t,  and  thO' whole  of  its  ' . 
.  .  TaltiaMe  stores  fell  into  his  hands.   A  junction  was 
formed  on  the  same  day  with  the  militia  under  (ieae-  ' 
-  val  Pickens,  aud  they  proceeded  to  a  formal  inves- 
tiiure  of  ^kngaata.   This  place  was  protected  .by  i^p 
^       Ibrtsy  a^t^n^  one  in  its  centre,  called  Fort  Cornwal- 
lis,  and  a  smaller  one  abont  half  a  mile  up  the  river, 
'  where  Colonel  Grieraon  was  posted  with  a  party  of 
•   ^     militia,  the^  whole  under  the  command  of  Colonel  . 

*  _  *  -  ,  . 

Brown/  an  officier  who  had  committed  many  want6Vi 

,  enormities,  and  who  had  rcudcrod  himself  peculiarly 
obnoxioiiB  to  the  iuliabitants^  who  were  friendly  to 
tlie  American  cause.  The  smaller  fort  being  reduced 
and  its  prison  made  pvisoners,  the  united  force  of 
the  two  American  officers  was  turned  upon  Fort  Coru- 
wallis,  the  commander  of  which  gallantly  resisted  all 
thmr  efforts  for  more  than  a  w^ek;,  until  resort  was  ' 
bad  to  the  high  battery,  which  had  been  recommend- 
ed by  Major  Maham  and  so  successfully  tried 
against  Fort  Watson.  Planting  their  only  piece  of 
cannon  upon  this  high  ba(tery,  Colonel  Brown  was 

*  soon  compelled  to  accept  the  terms  of  ca[)ltulation 
offered  by  the  besiegers,  and  on  the  dth  of  June,  tlie 

fort  was  piU  into  their  hands.   The  garrison  which 

a  • 
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consisted  of  about  8D0  men,  made  several  desperate 

sallies  during  the  siege,  and  Brown  fliil  every  thing  ^ 
which  skill  »n(l  bravery  couhl  ilo  to  counteract  the 
i^peratioQs  .of  the  assailants.   The  Americans  lost 
about 40  men,  killed  and  wounded. 

General  Greene,  after  reraainin^r  a  few  days  near 
Fort  (irauby^at  wbirh  place  he  was  joined  by  Gene- 
.  yal  Sampter,  pvoceeded  directly  to.Ninelgr-Bix,  and 
arrived  before  it  the  SSd  May.    This  was  by  far  the 
most  considerable  post  occupied  by  the  JSiitish  \ix 
Bouth  Caiolina,  with  the  excepliou  of  Chajrleston^ , 
and  was  garrisoned  with  A60mea»( nearly  three  fourths 
of  whom  were  regulars)  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Crnger.    The  force  under  General 
Greeue  was  upwards  of  1)00.    The  British  comman- 
dant had  been  some  time  before  informed  of  Cleneral 
Greene's  intention  to  assail  him,  and  had  made  every 
preparation  for  strengtlu  ninn;  his  works,  and  making 
a  vigorous  stand.     Tiie  village  was  defended  by 
three  fortified  works,  the  principal  one  of  which,  . 
railed  the  star  fort,  was  situated  on  its  right,  ou  the  left 
a  blockade  fort  had  been  erected  on  an  eminence,  par- 
ticulary  with  a  view  of  protecting  a  rivulet  which 
ran  at  its  foot,  and  from  wliich  tlie  garrison  was  sup*  . 
plied  with  water;  the  )»rison  within  the  village^  cou- 
fitiiuted  the  tliird  foriiikalion. 

The  ^direction  of  tlie  preparations  for  a  regular 
siege,  was  entrusted  to  Colonel  Kokinsko,  who  . 
overlooking  the  obvious  advantage  of  cutting  off  tiic 
supply  of  water,  commenced  his  operations  against 
the  star  fort.  This  was  the  strongest  point  of  the  ene- 
.  my's  defence,  and  the  ground  was  scarcely  broke^ 
when  they  erected  a  platform  in  one  of  the  salient 
angles  of  the  fortress^  upon  wliich  three  pieces  of  ar- 
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Uiiery  were  mounteil  by  noon  on  tbe  S3d  of  May,  I 

and  under  cover  of  Uieir  ftre,  a  sallying  party  rushed  | 

out  upon  Che  f;iiard8  and  workini^  parties  of  our  en*  I 

giiieer,  and  drove  them  in  bifuic  auy  dctacliracnt  1 

could  be  brought  to  their  assistaucc.    They  dcmul-  1 

*  isbed  the  incipient  tvorks  of  oor  engineer,  killed  eev- .  % 
isal  men  aad  carried  off  the  intrenching  tools.   They  \ 
were  recommenced  on  the  ni;i;ht  of  (lie  same  day,  but  'i 
with  more  caution^  And  the^e^e  seemed  to  promise  a  . 
lediona  and  irksome  laboor.   On  thoBtbof  June* 

/   '  "Oeneral  Greene  was ^brtlier  reioforced  by  the  arrival* 
.   of  Lee  from  Au2;asta,  and  this  active  officer  was  di- 
/  reeled  to  tak^  po^^t  on  the  enemy's  Left,  aud  commence 
his  approaclm  against  the  stockade.  Hi0op^rattpns 
were  vigoroas^'and  rapid,  and  notwithstanding  the  re-  • 
Ideated  sallies  of  Cruder  by  night,  in  some  of  which 
he  succeeded  in  destroying  the  labours  of  the  day^ 
the  lieidegerB,weM  soon  i»  a  eitpation  to  be  fearlese 
of  fnrther  resistance. '  Gruger  wai^  summoned     sur-^  * 
render ;  l)iit  his  reply  announced  bis  determination  to        ,  - 
hold  out  to  the  last  extremity.  ^  . 

Thus  were  the  two  parties  situated  when,  nearly  at  ^  « 
the  same  time,  intelligence  was  received  by  both,  that 
.    a  considerable  reinforcement  to  the  British  army  had  ♦ 
arrived  from  Ireland  on  the  3d  of  June,  and  that 

*  Lord  Rawden  was  approaching  to  the  relief  of  Nine-'  * 
ty-Six,  with  near  2000  men.    This  intelligence  in- 

'   «  fused  new  vigour  into  tbe  besieged,  and  rendered  it  .  - 
necessary  for  the  besiegers  speedily  to  bring  their  op-, 
orations  to  a  conclnmon,  either  by  storming  the  place,  . 
or  raising  tbe  siege,  and  marching  to  meet  his  lord 
ship.    It  seemed  to  be  the  unanimous  and  ardent 
wish  of  tbe  troops  to  attempt  a  storm,  in  the  suc- 
eeee  of  whicb  they  felt  eveiy  confidence. .  General 
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Greene,  having  j^ivrn  orders  to  Snmpter.  a?Hl  de- 
taclwd  bis  cavalry  under  (^oloiiel  Wasirm-lon,  to 
watch  tbe  approach  of  Lord  Ra^doo,  and  liarrabs 
and  retard  ]m  march  ar  much  as  possible,  resolved  to ' 
gratify  the  ardour  of  his  troojih.  jnid  orders  wereac-'  • 
cordingly  given  to  prepare  for  a  storm.    On  the  iSf  h, 
at  noon-  the  assailing  columns  were  prepared  to  , 
move.    That  on  the  n2;ht,  composed  of  Lee^s  legion  . 
*  ofinfaiUry.  and  Captain  Kirkwcunrs  Delaware  com-  , 
pany,  was  led  by  tee;  the  left  column  consisting  of 
the  first  Virg;inia  regiment,  and  a  deUchmeut  of  Ma- 
ry landers,         ronjinanilea  by  Lientenant  Colonel    ^  ^ 
Campbell,    l^^acli  column  was  pre(  eded  hy  a  findorn  ^ 
hope,  that  of  the  first,  under  Ihe  coroman.l  of  l.ienle- 
Bants  Dnval^of  Maryland,  and  Selden,  of  Virginia, 
and  that  of  the  last  under  CapUin  Rudolph  of  the 
.le°-ion.    All  the  batteries  were  at  l!ie  snme  time 
opened,  and  at  tb^.  first  shot  ihe  van    » u  U  en*  i  id 
tlie  -ncmy*sdhch;  they  were  immediately  followed- 
•  by  t'neir  re^peclive  columns,  whornshed  forivard  un- 
der a  furious  cannonade,  and  Captain  liadolph  pn-^h- 
in*'  boldly  through  Ibe  eneray-s  pikes  and  bayonets, 
qiiicWy  posse>ssed  himself  of  the  redoubt  on  tlie  left. 
On  the  ri-ht,  all* lirs  were  not  so  prosperous ;  the  ene- 
my perccivin-  the  desperate  strni^-le  made  by  Sel- 
den and  Duval  in  the  ditch,  who  had  well  ni-h  sue 
cecded  with  their  srappUng  hooks  in  polling  down- 
the  sand])nj;s  whicii  covered  the  star  fort,  entered  the  ^ 
ditch  from  a  sally  port  in  two  division**,  and  fell  upon- 
the  parties  of  both  these  officers  at  the  same  moment. 
The  conflict  for  a  time  was  dreadful :  the  assailants 
'     sustained  the  tire  not  only  of  the  sallying  parties,  but 
of  those  who  occupied  the  parapets,  for  nearly  an  hour, 
until  Duval  and  Belden  were  both  severely  wounded, 
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ind.Seiiml  Greene  tirdefed  their  brftTe  detachmexito 
to  be  called  off.   In  tfare  evening  the  party  who  gain- 

.   ed  povssesjsion  of  t!ie  stockade  were  also  drawn  in,  and 
«    on  the  fuUowiiig  day  General  Greene^  hearing  of  the 
sear  approach  of  Lord  B&wdon^  commenced  his  re<i 
treat 

Our  loss  during  the  sie^e,  amounted  to  185  killed 
and  wounded,  aoion^  the  former  of  whom,  was  Cap- 
taih  Armstrong  of  the  Maryland  line.   The  necessi- 

.  ty  of  ahiindonins;  the  siege,  when  nothing  was  want- 
ing to  its  complete  success,  jbut  a  little  longer  perse- 
verance, was  a  galling  disappointment^  not  only  to  ' 
the  (leneral^  bat  to  his  little  army.  Never  was  more 
del  or  mined  bravery  ilisplayetl,  under  any  ciicu  in- 
stances, than  in  tiiid  siei;e,  which  in  the  grand  scale 
of  fiuropean  war,  would  be  regarded  as  too  trifling  to 
'  *  deserve  a  place  in  history.  Delighted  with  the  gal-  . 
lant  conduct  of  his  troup«^,  General  Greene  continned 

\  -  a  slow  and  regular  retreat  across  the  Saluda,  and  the 
Enpree,  to  the  last  of  which  placed  Lord  Hawdon. 
pursued  Mm;  bat  finding  it  impossible  to  overtake 
him,  his  lordship  returned.  Arrived  at  the  Cross- 
roads, and  learn in^^  that  his  enemy  was  marching  to 
the  GongM^e,  'Greneral  Gnuf^ne,  having^,  previously 
despatched  Lee  with  his  corps  to  watch  his  motions^ 

,        sent  off  the  invalid*^  and  ha<i;<;au;e  towards  Carab- 
den,  and  marclied  with  the  remainder  of  the  army  to- . 
wards  Fort  Granby.  I 

Lord  Rawdon  pr^ared  to  evacuate  the  post  of 
Nintety-Six,  immediately  after  his  return;  and  hav- 
ing despatched  orders  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stuart 
'  to  meet  him  with  his  re^ment  from  Charleston^  and 
left  Colonel  Crua;er  to  conclude  some  arrans:emeols 
which  he  had  entered  into  with  the  royalists,  his  lord-  , 
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sMp  with  about  900  men  marched  to  Friday's  ¥mj 
on  the  Congaree.  The  orders  of  Gi-iigcr  were  to 
ahaiulou  the  post  ;is  soon  as  the  loyalists  luid  made 
their  eloctioD  whether  to  follow  him»  or  remain  aad 
protect  themselvesy  and  then  to  pursue  his  route  along 
the  soiifhem  hank  of  the  Edisto  to  Oranp;ebur^. 

tee  kept  close  upon  the  enemy's  left  and  rear, 
until  his  arrival  at  J^'riday's  Ferry,  tlic  point  of  his 
tsq^ected  junction  with  the  regiment  of  Stuart,  where 
a  detachment  of  his  dra^^oons  undf»r  Captain  Ej^glcs- 
ton,  fell  iipon  a  foraging  party  of  his  lordship,  and 
broui;ht  oif  A  'j  prisoners,  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 
His  lordship  here  found  himself  in  a  critical  situa- 
tion, for  trusting  with  confidence  to  his  being  joined 
at  this  place  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  KStuart,  the  c;real- 
er  part  of  his  army  had  been  left  with  Colonel  Cru- 
1  ger;  but  fortunately  for  him,  Lee  was  equally  disap- 
pointed in  not'meetinc;  with  GK^nerals  Sumpter  and 
Marion,  whom  he  had  expected  to  fall  in  with  before 
his  ai-rival  at  the  ferry  :  their  junction  would  have 
been  the  means  of  eiitirely  cutting  off  his  lordship^ 
Lee  of  himself,  however,  was  unable  to  offer  *^!ra 
any  further  interruption,  and  without  waiting  to  know 
the  cause  of  Colonel  Stuart's  failure  to  meet  him,  his 
lordship  continued  his  march  down  the  Edisto  to 
Orangeburg,  and  on  the  following  day  was  joined 
there  by  Stuart  with  his ,  regiment,  and  a  convoy  of 
provisions. 

General  Greene,  in  the  mean  fime,  who  had  receiv- 
ed intelligence  of  the  march  of  Stnart  from  Charles- 
ton, with  a  heavy  convoy,  had  ordered  Marion  and 
Washington  to  make  an  attempt  upon  him  under  the 
idea  that  that  they  would  be  in  time  afterwards  to  join 
Lee.    This  attempt,  to  which  Lord  Rawdon  owed 
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his  lucky  escape,  at  the  Coiigoree,  failins;  as  we  have 
seen,  General  Greene  called  in  his  iii^ht  troops,  and 
the  militia  under  Sumpter  and  Marion^  leaving  Pick- 
ens to*  watch  the  morions  of  Colonel  Oniger^  and 
marched  to  a  small  branch  of  the  North  fidisto,  with- 
in four  oiiles  of  his  Lordsiiip's  position  at  Orange*  . 
'    bnrgi  where  his  united  force  arrived  on  the  morning  * 
of  the  l^h  July.   In  the  evening  General  Greene 
reconnoiiered  iiis  LonK hip's  position,  and  finding  it 
too  strong  to  be  attacked  with  any  promise  of  speedy 
success,  and  knowing  that  Cmger  was  on  his  way  from 
Ninety  Six  with  an  additional  force  of  1400  men^  he 
contented  himself  with  offering  battle  ;  and  upon  its 
.being  declined^  he  retired  with  the  troops  on  the  same 
evening  to  a  dfistanoe  of  seven  miles.   On  the  follow-  - 
ing  day  he  detached  the  light  troops  under  Sumpter^ 
Marion  and  Lee,  towards  Charleston^  and  moved  with 
the  main  body  of.  his  army  by  slow  marshes  to  the 
high  hills  of  8antee^  which  he  reached  on  the  l6th  of  * 
July. 

The  detacliment  marched  by  three  different  routes 
under  their  respective  commanders^  and  after  break- 
ing up  the  post  of  Dorchester,  and  dispersing  a  body 
of  mounted  refugees,  they  united  at  MonkVs  Corner, 
then  occupied  by  the  lOtb  regiment,  under  Lieutenant . 
Colonel  CoateSi  Their  object  of  attacking  this  post, 
was  defeated  by  the  escape  of  the  enemy  during  the 
niglit,  who  very  adroitly  eluded  the  vigilance  of  all 
these  ofUcerjs,  set  lire  to  their  stores,  and  retreated  to 
.  the  eastern  side  of  Cooper  river*  Lee  pursued  the 
next  morning  and'  overtook  them  near  Qoinby  bridge, 
eii:,liiL(Mi  m\Ws  distant.  The  enemy's  rear  guard  con- 
sistliig  of  too  men,  surrendered  upon  the  first.charge 
of  Lee^s  dragoons  without  firing  a  musket^  and  leav.*^  - 
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ing  them  in  charge  of  a  few  militia  horse,  Lee  conti- 
nued hia  pursuit  after  the  main  body.  UU  advance 
compiiny  ynder  Captain  ArmstroDg^  came  in  8igUt  of  *  -  [  . 
ihem  just  after  they  had  passed  Quinby  brid^,  where 
they  had  halted  for  their  rear  guard  :  they  had  re- 
luoved  the  fastenings  of  the  plank  that  covered  the 
bndge,t  so  as  to  be  ready  as  soon  as  their  rear  guard 
bad  passed  it  to  throw  them  into  the  creek.  Hazar- 
dous as  it  was  for  the  cavalry  to  pass  it  in  this  situa-  ,  . 
tion,  Armstrong  pushed  over  with  the  first  section  of 
his  company,  and  several  of  the  planks  were  thus 
thrown  entirely  off,  leaving  its  passage  still  more  ha- 
zardous for  the  secoiKl  section,  which  ne\ <m  iiit  l<  ss,  *  . 
led  on  by  Lieutenant  Carriugton,  made  the  leap  over 
tiie  chasm,  and  joined  their  commander.  Most  of  the 
enemy  fled  in  terrour  at  the  bold  attack  of  Armstrong, 
leaving  their  ii;allant  commander  Coates  in  single  com- 
bat with  the  American  Captain.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Coates  had  placed  himself  on  the  side  of  a  v/agon^ 
where  with  equal  courage  and  dexterity,  he  success- 
fully defended  himself,  until  his  men  were  snfficicnily 
recovered  fron)  this  sudden  pauick  to  rally  and  come  to  ' 
his  assistance.  Lee  in  the  jnean  time  arrived  at  the 
bridge  with  his  third  section,  and  found  it  now  wholly  ' 
impassable  ;  the  creek  was  not  ford  able ;  and  Arm- 
strong and  Carrington  were  compelled  to  relinquish 
the  victory  tliey  bad  so  gallantly  woo,  and  save  them- 
selves, by  a  rapid  movement  u|Kthe  creek,  wliicli  they 
crossed  at  the  first  fording  place  and  rejoined  their 
corps.  Marion  catne  tip  soon  after  with  the  infantry 
of  the  legion,  but  the  enemy  had  by  this  time  posted 
themselves  so  strongly  in  a  house,  that  these  officers 
were  unable  to  dislodge  them  ;  and  finding  themselves 
within  reach  of  attack  from  Charleston^  they  deemed 
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it  pradeat  to  retire,  and  in  a  few  days  Ihe  whole  ar-  . 
my  were  iitiited  at  Greeue'is  position  on  the  bigb  liilU 
of  Santee, 

^riie  enemy  lost  in  tliese  several  skirmishes  many  ' 
killed  and  wounded^  aud  upwards  of  140  pri^uaers, 
besides  all  tbe  baggage  of  tbe  lytb  regim^ntt^  and  its 
military  chest,  together  with  several  wagons  and  100 
horses.  Thus  closed  the  laborious,  active  aud  diversi- ' 
Hed  campaign  of  Sotith  Carolina  for  tbe  season  ;  and 
though  General  Greene  bad  been  nnfortonate  in  most 
of  his  general  en^a^ements^  the  wisdom  >of  his  mea*  ' 
Bures  will  not  be  called  in  question.  He  had  an  ar- 
duous duty  to  perform,  which  he  executed  in  a  manner, 
that  raised  liim  daily  in  tbe  confidence  and  esteem  of 
bis  army  and  the  country.  He  had  diflrnlties  to  en* 
counter  in  every  step  of  his  proji^'ress,  enoui;h  to  have 
appalled  a  mind  less  iirmly  devoted. to  tbe  great  caoso 
of  the  country.  He  bad  swmu  to  recover  tbe  southern 
states  from  the  enemy,  or  die  in  the  attempt ;  and  so 
far,  even  without  any  brilliant  victories,  he  had  suc- 
i^eeded  in  driving  their  invaders  from  most  of  their 
strong  holdsy  and  reestablishing  in  both  the  Caro- 
Unas  aud  Georgia;  the  authority  of  the  Uuited  States.*^  , 
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CHAPTER  XYllL 

Events  of  1781  eontimedr^Captwre  of  Mr^Launm  anhU  wmf  §9 
BoUandr^oryUuid  aeeede$  to  the  confederoHon^Death  vf 
Qenmd  PHlUfSi^CinwDaUUei^Un  Virgima^-^arquis  de  la 
Fayette formsajunetiottwith  GeneralM^ayne^-~Jimerkm  store* 
destroyed  at  the  Point  of  Fork^Boron  Steuben  escapes  with  his 
h  i- it  s. — Tarleton  enters  CharlotteviUe^ — JVhrrow  escape  of  the 
Governmrand  Lfl^:isUtture  of  Virginia. — Ejcti  nHvedestruction 
of  Tobacco  and  otlicr  dinfriciin  pmperty  by  the  lirithh  armij,-^ 
Tln'mnni^  arc  inlercejdfd  by  ih>'  JIarcjuis  in  their  attempt  upon 
,'llhrntayfp. — Baron  Steuben  succct'ds  in  joining:  the  Marquis. — 
CoruaalUs  retires  daicn  t he  .Tames  riv*'r.'—-Sli  i rnii^h  between 
JRuifer  and  Sinicoi'  on  the  Chichahominy. — liaftle  of  Green- 
spi'ins^. — rV>r;:7rn///s  crnsses  the  river  and  retires  to  Ports-  ' 
month — Moves  from  ilwuce  to  York  and  Gfoncesf(>r. — ^']Jffiirs 
of  the^arjth, — •fyashiu^ton  and  Count  Ilochambean  plan  an  at- 
tack a^niiist  J\''eic- I'ork. — Sir  Henry  Clinton  is  diceivcd,  and 
the€UUed  armies  move  to  Virginia. — Arrival  of  the  Count  de 
€h'asse. — Jlction  between  the  French  and  British  Jleet.<t  off  the 
Capesof  Virgima,-^The  Count  de  Barras  entersthe  Chesapeake, 
m^ffdAington  joins  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  and  St.  Cimonat 
WiUiam^burgi^The  eomHned  armies  move  towarda  York^ 
General  Greene  moves  frma  the  hiUs  of  Santee^'-^Bxeeution  of 
Colonel  Bayne  at  CAtfrlestofkr-Temper  with  which  Greene 
marches  to  theenemf^BattU  qftheEu&iw  8pring8^T%e  ene- 
my  retire  to  Charlestttn,'~^JS»peditioa  ofJirnold  against  JV^to- 
J^ondetu 

Slow  as  had  been  tbe  progress  of  the  .United 
States  towards  independence  at  home,  the  success  of 
their  correspondence  abroad^  bad  been  great  beyond 
their  most  sangoioe  hopes  and  expectations.  Russia 
w  as  almost  the  only  Baropcan  power  which  had  re- 
fused to  receive  their  agents,  or  to  a(  knowlidi^u  their 
independence;  France  and  bpain  were  already  among 
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Ibeir  allies^  anil  the  late  declaration  of  war  by  Great 
Britdn  against  the  Dutch  united  Provincoa^  gave  fair 
prospects  that  that  power  would  soon  unite  in  the  al- 
liance. Tliis  event,  so  a(]vantas;eoii«?  to  the  United 
Slates^  bad  been  broui;ht  about  by  the  capture  of 
Mr.  LauiiBUs^  late  president  of  Congress^  who  had 
been  apj)oiute(l  envoy  to  Holland,  with  suitable  in- 
stuctious  to  improve  the  good  disposition  whlcli  liad 
been  manifested  by  the  Batavian  Provinces  towards 

'  the  United  States,  and  prepare  the  way  for  their  ad- 
mission of  a  Minister  plenipotentiary.  The  papers 
found  upon  Mr.  Laurens,  fnllv  explained  the  nature 
of  his  mission^  send  the  part  which  had  been  taken  by 

'  Holland^  a<;ainst  which  an  immediate  declaration  of 
war  uas  puhijshed.  Mr.  Laurens  was  committed  to 
the  tower  a.s  a  state  prisoner^  and  treated  with  rigorous 
severity.  His  capture  and  confinemeoty  made  it  ne- 
cessary for  Congress  to  appoint  soiiie  other  person  to 
Holland,  and  Mr.  John  Adams  then  in  France,  was 
accordinu;)y  commissioned  as  Minister  Plenipotentia- 
ry  to  the  States  General. 

On  the  Ist  of  March  the  representatives  in  Gongress 
fr(tm  the  state  of  Maryland,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of 
their  le£;islature,  passed  on  the  1st  of  January,  sif^ncd 
the  articles  of  confederation^  and  thus  completed  the 
ratification  of  that  instrument,  notice  of  which  was  im- 
mediately c;iven  to  the  ministers  in  Europe,  with  di- 
rections to  communicate  the  circumstance  to  the 
courts  at  which  they  respectively  resided. 

We  have  seen  that  the  Marquis  dela  Fayette,  find- 
ing himself  unahle  to  intercept  the  prof^ress  of  Gene- 
ral Phillips  to  Petersburg,  and  urged  by  General 
Greene  to' avoid  a  general  action^  retired  with  bis  ar- 
my to  the  north  side  of  the  James  river^  a  few  miles' 
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below  Ridunond*   GeDeral  Phiiipsi  who  bad.  made 
a  rapid  movement  to  that  city^  by  oi^der  of  Lord  • 

Coruwallis,  lived  bat  a  few  days  after  his  entrauco 
intoU;  he  had  been  for  some  time  ill  with  a  biilious 
fever,  aod  died  oq  the  13tb  May.    Cornwallis,  bav- 
ins; met  with  li'tlc  ur  uo  interrupliou  in  his  march 
from  Wilmington,  entered  Petersburg  on  the  £Oth. 
The  army  of  his  lordship  was  now  so  considerable^  ' 
(bein^  increased  by  various  reinforcements  to  near  " 
8000,)  lhat  he  did  not  scruple  to  express  his  (H)ntenipt 
furbi^i  adversary',  and  flatter  himself  with  the  assu- 
rance that  Virginia  would  soon  yield  to  the  power  of 
his  arms.    The  whole  force  of  the  Marquis  did  not 
excx3ed  half  that  nnmber,  and  nearly  three  fourths  of 
them  were  raw  militia,  -officered,  however,  for  the 
most  part.  1)y  f^entlemen  who  bad  gained  considerable 
exj[>erience  in  the  continental  service.    Corn  wall  is 
remained  no  longer  at  Petersburg,  than  was  nc(  essa- 
.  ry  to  a;ive  information  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  of  his 
i<iiuation  and  views,  and  to  his  officers  in  the  south, 
such  orders  as  bis  future  expectations  dictated,  and 
on  the  !^th  of  May,  moved  with  the  iA*my  to  James 
Rivir.    Having  crossed  it  at  Westover,  he  proceed- 
ed to  White  Oak  Swamp.    The  Marquis  de  la  Fay- 
ette,  being  in  no  condition  to  do  more  than  watch  his 
motions,  moved  at.  a  cautious  distance,  and  took  a 
position  behind  the  Chickahominy,  on  the  road  to 
ivimouth,  where  the  Virginians  had  a  valuable  ma- 
nufactory of  arms.  Here  also  he  hoped  to  form  a  junc- 
tion with  General  Wayne,  who  bad  been  detached, 
from  the  uorth  with  a  reiuforcement  for  the  army  in 
Tirginia^  .  , 

Comwallis,  who  knew  that  Wayne  was  on  his 
*  march,  wu^j  dcbiruub  of  forcing  la  Fayette  into  bat- 
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tie  before  Ihe  jiiiictioii  coald  Uke  place^  sod  wiOi 
this  view  followed  bim  witb  great  celerity  across  the 

Chickahoniiny ;  but  the  Marquis  disappuiuled  his 
lordship^  by  retiring  beyond  the  Pamuoky^  Lieute- 
nant Colonel  Mercer  having  joined  him  onihe  march 
'with  a  new  raised  troop  of  dragoons.  Here  Be  was 
greatly  alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  the  light  corps 
of  the  enemy  under  Tarleton^  and  began  reluctantly  to 
prepaie  for  battle,  supposing  the  whole  British  army 
to  be  near  at  hand  ;  but  finding  that  Tarleton's  p^rty 
was  no  more  than  a  patrole  considerably  in  advance 
of  the  porsoingarmy^  tlie  Marquis  continued  his*  re* 
treat,  atad  after  a  series  of  masterly  manoBuvres  ih 
which  he  displayed  great  prudence^  he  effected  » 
junction  with  Wayue  at  liacoon  Ford.  This  gave 
an  addition  of  800  Pennsylvanians  to  his  force  $  but 
the  disproportion  between  himself  and  his  adversary 
was  still  too  great  to  permit  him  to  think  uf  battle. 

Lord  Cornwallis  iiuding  that  the  Marquis  daily 
increased  the  distance  between  them,  at  length  gaVe 
up  the  pursuit^  and  contrary  to  the  wise  policy  which 
had  generally  dictated  his  lordship's  measures^  turn- 
ed  his  attention  to  objects  of  minor  importanc^  at  the 
moment  when  it  was  in  hb' power,  by  a  vigorous  pur- 
suit of  la  Fayette  with  the  mounted  men  o(  his 
army,  either  to  have  prevented  his  junction  with 
Wayne,  or  to  have  brought  theur  united  forces  to  bat* 
tie  unAsr  circumstances  that  most  have  ensured  him  ^ 
victory.  Two  expeditions  were  devised  by  his  lord- 
ship :  the  one,  for  the  Capture  of  the  American  stores 
wliieh  lay  4it  Point  Fork,  (at  the  confluence  of*  the' 
Kivannah  and  Fluvannah,  whose  union  forms  the 
James  River)  under  the  protection  of  the  Baron  Steu- 
btti  with  4  or  ^00  new  levies  :  the  other  for  seizUig' 
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the  DienibeTS  of  the  legislature  then  convened  at  Char- 
lotte ville. 

The  first  of  these  expeditions  was  entrusted  to 
Ueutenant  Colonel  Simcbe  with  the  Q^ueen's  Ran- 
gers and  the  Yagers;  the  other  to  Tarleton,  who  in 
addition  to  his  legion,  had  under  him  one  coiopaiiy  of 
the  S8d  regiment  CornwalUs  with  the  main  body^ 
followed  the  former.  Baron  Steuben  received  time- 
ly information  of  the  intciiiiorjs  of  the  enemy,  and 
having  removed  all  the  stores  to  the  southern  banks 
of  the  Fluvannaby  crossed  over  with  his  troops,  just 
as  Simcoe  reached  the  Point.  The  Baron  who  was 
only  apprised  of  Tarleton's  motioun,  was  deceived 
by  the.  appearance  of  bimcoe  into  a  belief  that  the 
whole  British  army  were  nrar  lum,  and  thought  It  ad- 
viseahle,  tin  refore,  to  make  a  rapid  retreat  during  the 
nighty  leaving  all  his  stores  to  fail  a  sacrifice  to  the 
enemy. 

Tarleton^  in  the  mean  time,  pressed  forward  to 

Chai'lotteville,  and  entered  the  town  with  such  celeri- 
ty, that  the  members  of  the  Assembly  had  great  diffi- 
cnlty  in  saving  themselves  from  his  hands  by  a  hasty 
adjournment:  seven  of  them,  iiidectl.  were  taken,  and 
a  considerable  quantity  of  military  stores  and  tobac- 
cOf  which  had  been  deposited  here^  was  destroyed. 
Mr.  Jefferson,  the  Oovernonr,  narrowly  escaped  be- 
ing taken.  Several  of  the  convention  troops  of  Bur- 
goyne^  which  were  cantoned  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
town^  deserted  to  Tarleton^  while  he  remained.  Hav- 
ing accomplished  his  object,  the  British  Colonel  re- 
joined CornwalUs,  who  had  by  this  time  reached  the 
Point  of  Fork  with  the  main  army,  and  on  the  10th 
of  Jnne^  was  despatched  on  another  expedition  to  Al- 
bemarle old  Gourt-house^  to  wiiich  place  the  stores 
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-whicli  bad  been  removed  from  Richmond,had  been  sent 
Hi^  orders  extended  also  to  the  detitmctioa  of  all  the 
stores  and  tobacco  between  tbe  James  River  and  tbe 
HhUf  and  even  to  private  granaries  of  corn^  after 
'  which  he  was  directed  to  [irocure  intelligence  of  the 
marcb  of  the  light  troops  from  General  Greeners  ar- 
my^ and  if  possible  to  intercept  them^  and  then  join 
his  lordship  at  Risbmond. 

^  The  Marquis,  who  stained  early  intelligence  of  tlic 
enemy's  designs^  ninved  forward  towards  Albemarle 
old  coart-honse,  with  the  view  of  throwing  himself 
between  the  stores  and  tbe  enemy ;  and  Cornwallis 
who  seemed  tu  be  certain^  that  la  Fayette  was  run- 
ning into  a  snare  from  which  it  would  be  impossible 
to  extricate  himself^  held  Tarleton  back  and  conti- 
nued with  his  army  at  Jefferson's  plantation,  through 
W'liich  he  supposed  it  necesary  for  the  Marquis  to  pass. 
The  latter,  however,  by  opening  a  nearer  and  unfre* 
,  quented  road,  gained  bis  object,  before  bis  Lordship 
conceived  it  possible  for  him  to  have  reached  the  Ri- 
vannah,  and  placed  himself  directly  on  the  road  to 
the  old  court-house.  Thus  frustrated^  his  Lordsiiip- 
retreated  to  Richmond.  Tbe  Marquis,  in  the  mean 
time,  beinj5  reinforced  by  the  junction  of  Colonel 
Clarke  with  his  ritiemeuyand  the  Baron  Steuben,  who 
bad  fortunately  brought  off  his  levies  in  safety,  fol- 
io wediCorn  wall  is  at  a  [H'lulent  (iistance,  as  if  inclined 
to  offer  him  battle.  Wliether  this  manceuvre  impress- 
ed his  lordship  with  an  idea  that  the  Marquis  had  a 
much  larger  army  than  he  \real1y  had,  or  from  what- 
ever othin*  motive,  Cornwallis  was  not  disposed  to 
use  his  great  snj^eriority  in  checkini;  the  daring  pur- 
suit of  the  boy'^  whom  he  had  affSected  to  despise* 
While  his  lordship  remained  in  Rickuioud,  !Lieuteii-> 
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ant  Colonel  Mercer  fell  in  with  one^if  Tajrkion^B^- 
ties  whicfi  he  pursued  and  ceptured. 

Oomwimis  apparently  as  much  determined  now  to 
avoid  a  contest  with  laFaj^ette^  as  he  had  in  the  first 
.instance  shown  himself  eager,  for  it  remained  but  n 
few  days  aiAicbmond;andretreatingstill  nearer  to  hi» 
shippings  entered  \\  illiamsburg  on  the  25th  of  JunCj 
having  destroyed  in  the  course  of  his  inarch  upward^ 
^  IMOa  hogsheads  of  tobacco.  From  WUliamsburg 
liis  lordship  detached  Lieutenant  Colonel  ^imcoe  to 
destroy  some  boats  and  stores  tluLt  belonged  to  the 
Americans  m  Ohichahominy  rivef .  Information  of 
this  detachment  was  received  by  la  Fayette  too  late  to 
prevent  the  execution  of  their  object,  but  learning  the 
route  taken  by  Bimcoe  .on  \iis  return,  he  detached 
^eutenant  Cplonel  Boder  with  the  rifle  corps  under 
Majors  Call  and  Willis,  and  a  few  cavalry  to  inter*'- 
cept  him.  Major  M'Pherson  (of  Pennsylvania)  who 
Jed  the  van  of  this  detachment,  cam^  np  with  Bimcoe 
abont  six  miles  from  WilljienM^arg,  and  attacked  his 
Yagers  with  such  spirit  that  they  were  tlirown  into 
confusion.  By  the  time  Majors  Qall  and  Willis  had 
got  up^  the  (Queen's  ftangers  had  drawn  np  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Yagers^  and  a  fierce  action  commenced, 
Fhicb  resulted  in  no  decidibd  advantage  to  either 
party. 

On  the  4(h  of  Jnly,  Comwallis  being  required  by 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  send  a  considerable  detachment 
from  his  army  to  reinforce  the  commander  in  chief  at 
llfew-YoriSf  determined  to  break  np  his  position  at 
Williamsburg  and  reUre  to  Portsmontb.  WHh  this 
view,  he  marched  to  James  City,  for  the  purpose  of 
crossing  the  river  ai  tliat  point,  and  embarking  his  ar- 
u^.   On  the  Mk  and  6th  of  inij,  the  baggi^  wa- 
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and  bat  horses  of  the  army  were  transported 
across^  and  on  the  7ih  it  was  deBigned  to  traaspoct 
troops.  JLa  Fayette  foUo wed  lua  IjOEdabip  on  thii 
dth  and  halted  his  army  within  eight  iniles  of  the 
point  of  embarkation,  under  the  impreaaion  that  the 
greater  partof  theBritiah  amy  had-croaaed,  and  that 
lie  would  haye  an  opportiniity  in  the  momtng  of  atrik* 
ing  at  their  rear  guard.  The  light  troops  were  there- 
fore put  in  motion  early  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  and 
lientenant  Oolonel  Mercer  advanced  as  far  aa  Gteeor 
spring  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering.  Here  he 
learned  that  Tarleton  was  at  that  moment  quartered 
in  the  hooae^  and  that  Cornwallia  was  at  the  church, 
about  a  mile  in  ^advance ;  on  turning  to  rejoin  liie 
troops,  he  was  nearly  intercepted  by  a  party  of  the 
enemy'a  dragoons,  but  fortunately  reached  the  army 
inaafely.  Uia  inUdligenceaeenied  to  contradict  the 
report  of  the  main  body  of  the  British  army  hatiug 
crossed  the  river,  and  produced  a  halt ;  but  a  second 
report  confirmed  the  first  impreaaion,  and  the  army 
continued  its  march  to  Greenapring^  wliich  it  enter* 
ed  soon  after  his  Lordship  had  left  it.  General  Wayne, 
second  in  command  to  La  Fayette,  always  auxioua 
for  battle^  even  with  a  auperionr  foe,  was  eaaily  per* 
suaded  to  believe  wliat  he  wished  to  be  true,  and  the 
weight  of  his  opinion  confirmed  La  Fayette  in  the  de- 
termination to  strike  the  blow. 

Tbft  house  at  Oreenspring  is  separated  from  the 
road  along  which  the  enemy  passed,  and  by  which  it 
was  necessary  that  La  Fayette  should  pass  to  come 
up  with  him,  by  a  low  marshy  piece  of  gronnd^  m 
quarter  of  a  nulein  widdi,  over  which  a  narrow  cause- 
way formed  the  only  practicable  route  for  an  army. 
Qur  troops  moved  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon^ 
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the  rifle  corps  of  Majors  Call  and  Willis^  with  a  few 
dragoons^  formed  the  front ;  Major  M^Pherson  fol- 
lowed these  with  the  cavalry  of  Arraand  and  Mercer, 
and  these  were  supported  by  General  Wayne  with 
the  continental  infantry*  The  Baron  Bteuhen  with 
the  militia  continned  at  Greenspring. 

Cornwallis  saw  the  mistake  under  which  La  Fayette 
laboured,  and  endeav  oured  to  keep  up  the  deception^ 
hj  contracting  hie  force  into  as  narrow  a  compass  as 
possible,  and  orderins;  his  pickets  to  fall  back^  upon 
the  first  attack.  After  crosbiug  the  causeway,  the 
horse  were  placed  in  fronts  and  continued  to  advance 
along  the  road,  until  they  were  sainted  hj  a  fire  from 
the  enemy's  Yagers,  when  they  fell  back.  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Mercer  and  Major  M^Pherson  were  now 
ordered  to  take  cha^  ^  the  two  rifle  corps^  and  ad- 
vance. They  very  soon  came  up  with  the  enemy^s 
pickets^  whom  they  attacked  so  warmly,  that  they 
were  compelled  to  fall  hack  three  hundred  yards  up- 
on their  legion  cavalry.  Though  it  was  a  part  of  Gom- 
wallis's  plan,  that  his  pickets  should  appear  to  give 
way^  the  number  of  men  killed  and  wounded  in  this 
onset,  and  the  confusion  in  which  they  retired,  left  no 
room  to  donbt  that  this  movement  was  one  of  necessi- 
ty, and  not  in  obedience  to  the  order. 

The  cavalry  now  joined  the  two  rilie  corps,  \vhich 
Continued  boldly  to  advance,  until  they  came  in  sight 
of  the  enemy's  infantry  drawn  up  i>n  the  flanks  ot  their 
eavalry.  Here  they  took  post  under  cover  of  a  rail 
fenced  and  were  soon  joined  by  two  battalions  of 
Wayne's  infantry  under  Majors  Galvan  and  Willis, 
and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  commandeil  by  Captain 
Savage.  The  firing  was  recomnieuced  and  kept  up 
for  some  time  with  considerable  spirit^  when  the  ad- 
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vaiice  of  the  enemy  iu  a  body  under  Lieateuant  Co- 
lonel Yorke^  with  three  pieces  of  artillefy^  convinced 
Generals  Wayne  and  La  Fayette,  that  they  had  some- 
thing more  to  contend  with  than  the  enemy's  rear 
guard.  Wayue^  however^  was  not  disposed  to  give 
way  until  he  had  tried  the  mettle  ofthe  British  troops 
with  the  bayonet.  He  continued  the  contest  until  La 
Fayette^who  saw  the  inevitable  destruction  tliat  await- 
ed liis  arm;^  if  he  persevered  in  tiie  unequal  dispute^ 
ordered  him  to  draw  off^  which  was  executed  in  the 
most  handsome  style.  The  M;iriniis  having  recros- 
sed  the  causeway,  retired  to  a  distance  of  six  miles 
and  encamped  for  the  night 

Whether  Cornwallis  su^pectetl,  from  the  daring 
presumption  of  Wayne^  that  his  object  was  to  lead 
him  into  an  ambuscade,  or  whether  he  was  deterred  by 
the  approaching  darkness  flrom  pursuing,  the  Mar- 
quis was  sufi'ered  to  make  his  retreat  without  inter- 
ruptiou^  and  his  Lordship  returned  to  his  camp.  ThQ 
passage  of  the.  river  was  completed  on  the  8th  Juljr^ 
and  on  the  9th  his  lordship  continued  his  march  to 
Portsmouth,  having  previously  detached  Tarleton 
with  his  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry  to  a  distance  of , 
•  800  miles  into  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  des- 
troying some  stores  that  were  supposed  to  be  deposit- 
ed at  i3edford,  for  tiie  use  of  Greeners  army.  Upon 
an  examination  of  the  town  and  vicinity  of  Portsmouth^ 
Cornwallis  was  convinced  that  it  was  not  a  proper 
place  at  which  to  spend  the  summer  in  a  state  of  inac- 
tivity, which  be  would  be  compelled  to  do  if  obliged 
to  send  the  reinforcements  toNew-Tork,  which  were 
asked  for  by  the  commander  in  chief:  he  therefore 
asked  permission  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  either  to  re- 
turn te  Beutk  Garoliua^  or  to  retain  his  whole  force  and 
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fix  upon  some  more  eligible  spot  for  the  execution  of 
their  intended  operations  on  the  Chesapeake.  Sir 
Henry  at  leogth  yielded  to  the  latter  soggestion^  and 
Comwallis  by  the  advice  of  bis  engineera^made  choice 
of  Vorktown  and  Gloucester  I'oirjt,  to  which  positions 
after  deatroyiug  the  works  at  Portsmouth^  the  whole 
British  army  moved  by  the  £Sd  of  August^  and  hia 
lotrdahip  a{)[}lied  bimself  with  unremitted  aasidnityto 
fortify  these  posts  both  by  land  and  water. 

While  tbeae  things  were  going  on  in  Virginia,  mat- 
ters of  high  moment  seemed  to  be  in  agitation  between 
the  two  commanders  in  chief,  in  the  north,  which  the 
arrival  of  the  Gouut  de  Barras  from  France,  soon  ful- 
ly  developed  on  the  part  of  the  allied  army.  The 
Count  de  Barras  succeeded  the  Chevalier  de  Temay 
as  Admiral  of  the  fleet,  and  the  despatches  which  he 
brought  for  the  Count  Hochamheau  being  of  a  nature 
to  require  an  immediate  consultation  with  the  Ameri- 
can commander,  a  meeting  took  place  at  Weathers- 
field,  in  Connecticut,  on  the  Slst  of  May.  The  situa- 
tion of  the  British  army  at  New- York,  weakened  as  it 
was  by  the  heavy  detachments  which  had  been  sent 
ofl  to  the  south,  excited  the  immediate  attention  of  the 
two  commanders  at  this  interview,  and  various  consi- 
derations urged  the  adoption  of  apian  for  a  combined 
attack  upon  Sir  Henry,  without  delay.  A  double  ob- 
ject would  be  accomplished  by  this  attack — eitlier  Sir 
Henry  would  be  compelled  to  draw  a  part  of  his  for- 
ces from  GoWiwallis,  and  thus  releive  Yifginia^  or  to 
-withdraw  from  New-York  and  leave  that  desirable 
.  position  at  the  mercy  of  the  American  commander* 
Washington,  had  in  the  mean  time,  used  every  exi- 
crtion  to  impress  upon  the  several  states  the necessi^ 
of  speedily  sendiiig^ia  their  quotas  of  militia,  and  urg- 


Digitizer  by  v^oogle 


oil  with  every  argiiment  in  his  power  the  magnitude  of 
ihe  meditated  blow.  The  whole  army  appeared  to 
look  for  ward  to  the  attack  with  anxious  expectation; 
Washington's  letters  were  filled  with  minute  and  ex- 
plicit details  of  his  intended  operations,  and,  these 
letters  being  intercepted^  Sir  Henry  Clinton  did  not 
suAVm'  liimself  for  a  moment  to  doubt  that  any  thing 
^  else  was  intended.  The  allied  armies  moved  from 
their  respective  positions,  and  formed  a  junction  at 
the  White  Plains,  on  the  6th  of  July,  and  every  move- 
ment which  could  indicate  an  attack  on  New- York, 
and  divert  Sir  Henry  from  the  ultimate  destination  of 
the  army,  was  successfully  practised. 

In  this  situation,  the  intelligence  for  which  Wash- 
ington  had  been  waiting  at  length  arrived.  Letiers 
from  the  Count  de  Grasse  stated  that  he  w  ould  short- 
ly arrive  in  the  Chesapeake  with  a  powerful  arma- 
ment ;  and  on  the  iOth  of  August,  the  combined  ar- 
mies moved  to  the  south-  They  halted  a  few  days  at 
Philadelphia,  and  then  continuing  their  march,  em- 
barked in  transports  at  the  head  of  Elk,  and  arrived 
at  Williamsburg,  then  the  head  quarters  of  the  Mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette,  on  the  Sjth  of  September,  TliQ 
two  Generals  preceded  the  troops  about  ten  days, 
and  found  to  their  great  joy  that  the  (^ount  de  GrassQ 
had  entered  the  capes  with  twenty-eight  sail,  on  th^ 
30th  of  the  preceding  montii. 

The  Count  de  Grasse  had  brought  out  with  him 
upwards  of  3000  troops,  under  the  command  of  the 
Marquis  de  St.  Cimon,  who  were  immediately  disem- 
barked, and  were  now  with  the  troops  of  la  Fayette, 
at  Williamsburg.  The  Count  had  blockaded  York 
river  with  a  part  of  his  fleet,  and  moored  the  remain- 
der in  LyunhavoB  bay.    In  addition  to  which,  Uio 
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Count  de  Barras,  who  who  had  left  Khodc  Island 
with  eight  ships  erf  the  line,  when  the  combined  ar- 
mies began  to  move,  had  safely  entered  the  Chfesa- 
peake^  and  now  formed  a  part  of  the  fleet.  On  the 
5th  of  September,  Admiral  Greaves  appeared  off  the 
capes  with  rlO  sail  of  the  line,  intended  for  the  relief 
of  Cornwallis  ;  and  the  Count  de  Grasse  then  lying 
at  anchor  hastened  to  meet  and  offer  him  battle.  About 
4?  o'clock,  an  action  commenced  which  was  kept  up 
with  some  warmth  until  night  made  it  necessary  for 
the  British  ships  to  draw  off,  with  the  intention  of 
renewing  the  action  in  the  morning ;  but  Admiral 
Greaves  finding  his  line  of  battle  broken,  and  several 
of  his  ships  considerably  injured,  declined  a  second 
attempt,  while  his  adversary  having  gained  the  sole 
ohjectof  his  quitting  his  anchorage,  namely  the  pro- 
tection  of  the  Count  de  Barras,  returned  to  the  bay, 
satisfied  now  that  no  future  interruption  could  be 
given  to  the  important  designs  against  Cornwallis. 

When  Washington  and  the  Count  de  Rochambcau 
arrived  at  AVilliamsburg,  they  found  a  vessel  ready  to 
convey  them  on  board  the  V^ille  de  Paris,  the  Count 
de  Grasse's  flag  ship,  where  it  was  necessary  a  council 
should  be  held  to  determine  upon  their  future  opera- 
tions. This  heing  settled,  the  com))ined  armies  mov- 
ed upon  York  and  Gloucester,  on  the  last  of  Septem- 
ber, and  the  Count  at  the  same  time  moved  up  with 
his  fleet  to  the  mouth  of  York  river. 

When  we  consider  the  extraordinary  combinatioa 
of  circumstances,  which  led  to  the  complete  success 
of  every  part  of  the  complicated  plan  by  which  Lord 
Cornwallis  was  now  surrounded  and  brought  into 
inextricable  toils,  a  combination  which  bids  defiance 
lo  all  military  calculations,  and  which  it  secerns  almost 
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impossible  for  human  foresight  to  have  embraced ;  we 
are  irresistibly  impelled^  Iq  spite  of  the  suggestions  of 
reason  and  philosophy,  to  refer  it  to  the  invisible  and 
inscrutable  operations  of  divine  agency.  We  are  not 
among  those  who  believe,  that  religion  teaches  us  to 
regard  ourselves  as  the  peculiar  favourites  of  heaven, 
because  we  so  often  escaped  the  toils  of  our  enemies, 
and  triumphed  most  where  we  had  least  cause  of  hope. 
We  have  no  right  to  arrogate  to  ourselves  a  stronger 
claim  to  omnipotent  aid,  than  our  enemies  ;  and  we 
regard  it  as  little  less  than  a  blasphemous  irreverence 
of  the  deity,  to  admit  the  idea  for  a  moment,  that  his 
protecting  providence  does  not  extend  alike  over  all. 
But,  that  two  commanders,  at  the  distance  of  more 
than  a  thousand  mi  lei?  from  ©ach  other,  should  be  able 
to  move  in  such  complete  concert ;  that  the  Count  de 
BaiTas  should  leave  Newport,  and  by  a  circuitous 
voyage  arrive  at  the  only  moment  when  he  could  have 
escaped  the  British  fleet  ;  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
should  be  so  long  and  so  thoroughly  deceived  as  to 
the  ultimate  objects  of  the  American  commander;  that 
Lord  Cornwallis,  contrary  to  his  character,  to  the 
spirit  of  decision,  of  eagerness  for  battle,  which  seem- 
ed heretofore  to  influence  all  his  actions,  should  for- 
bear, when  it  was  so  easily  in  his  power,  to  anniOi- 
late  the  force  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette ;  all  theso 
are  considerations  which  involve  a  mystery  not  to  be 
explained  upon  the  common  principles  of  human  ra- 
tiocination. If  Washington  never  had  the  serious 
intention  of  attacking  New- York  ;  if  all  these  appa- 
rently fortuitous  occurreucem^were  the  result  of  pre- 
vious arrangement  and  premeditations ;  they  display 
a  generalship  to  which  military  annals  have  furnish- 
ed  no  parallel.  Before  we  proceed  to  relate  the  opc 
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rations  of  this  sie^e^  which  ha»  been  regarded  asUie 
dotting  scene  of  the  war  In  the  United  States,  it  will 

be  f)ro|)pr  to  carrj^  the  reader  once  more  to  the  army 
of  General  Greone. 

'  The  high  hiils  of  Santee^  which  had  been  chosen 
by  General  Greene  for  the  encampment  of  bis  troops^ 
during  the  hot  and  sickly  season  of  the  south,  were 
well  calculated  to  afford  that  tranquillity  and  repose 
to  bis  hara3sed  army,  without  which  4hey  would  have 
derivefl  but  little  benefit  from  the  pure  and  salubrious 
mountain  air.  With  the  quiet  which  they  here  enjoy- 
ed, the  sick  and  the  wounded  were  soon  restored  to 
health;  and  General  Greene  once  more  finding  himself 
enabled  to  face  tlie  foe,  determined  to  repossess  him- 
self of  the  country  still  lield  by  the  enemy,  aud  then 
again  to  seek  Gonrwallis  in  Tirginia.  Wilmington 
was  his  first  object,  and  with  the  view  of  carrying  the 
garrison  of  that  place,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee  was 
ordered  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  with  his  legion, 
and  two  companies  of  the  Delaware  and  Maryland 
regulars  ;  but  the  intelligence  communicated  by  Gene- 
ral Washington  at  this  time,  made  it  necessary  to 
change  his  plan  of  operations,  and  it  was  determined 
to  turn  his  whole  force  upon  tlic  lirilish  possessions 
in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

Lord  Rawdon  had  retired  to  Charleston  after  the 
evacaation  of  Ninety-Six,  leaving  Lieutenant  Colo^ 
Del  Stuart  in  command  of  the  army,  whic  h  were  en- 
camped between  Motto's  and  the  Santee,  near  its 
confluence  with  the  Congaree.  At  Charleston,  bis  , 
lordship,  in  conjunction  with  General  Patterson,  who 
commanded  at  that  post,  stained  his  own  honour  and 
the  British  name,  by  the  execution  of  an  American 
dftcer^  under  cirenniBtances  that  offered  no  justifica- 
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Uon  even  for  harshness  of  treatnienL  Colonel  Isaac 
Hayno  wav;  anions;  the  numher  of  militia  officers^ 
whose  laniilies  were  plated  at  tlie  mercy  of  the  ene- 
my, at  the  surrender  of  Charleston  to  the  British  arms^ 
by  capitulation.  Like  many  others  who  preferred  to 
surrender  themselves  voluntary  prisoners,  rather  than 
abandon  their  families  and  property.  Colonel  Uayne 
soonafterrepaired  to  Charleston,  and  made  the  volun- 
tary offer  of  his  parole  to  the 'British  commander.  Con- 
trary to  the  custom  which  had  been  daily  practised  to- 
wards others,  the  British  officer  refused  to  accept  the  pa- 
role <»f  Colonel  IIayne,and  presented  to  him  the  alterna- 
tive of  becoming  tiBritish  subject^  or  submitngto  close 
confinement.  His  family  were  in  a  situation  to  demand 
all  his  attention,  his  wife  and  several  children  beinc: 
ill  with  the  small  pox,  and  though  the  idea  of  becom- 
ing a  British  subject  was  revolting  to  his  gallant  aud 
patriotick  spirit,  he  preferred  this  sacrifice  of  feeling 
to  the  disti*essing  alternative  of  being  immured  in  a 
dungeon,  where  he  could  render  no  assistance  to  his 
afflicted  family.  He  made  the  requisite  acknon  lodge- 
ment of  allegiance,  with  the  express  exception  that  he 
should  not  be  required  to  bear  arms  in  supportof  the 
government.  His  mind  was  relieved  on  this  head  by 
an  assurance  from  Brigadier  General  Patterson,  that* 
military  service  would  never  be  required  from  him; 
and  for  some  time  Colonel  Hayne  had  the  melancholy 
consolation  of  attending  to  his  family  in  their  dread- 
ful malady,  and  of  witnessing  the  death  of  his  wife, 
and  one  child.  During  this  season  of  giief,  he  was 
several  times  called  upon  to  bear  arms  in  the  service 
of  the  king,  in  violation  of  the  exception  to  w  hich  the 
General  had  so  readily  acceded,  but  constantly  rcfus- 
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ed)  and  was  asconsUntly  threatened  with  close  im« 
prisonment. 

Colonel  Hayne  continued  firm  to  his  plighted  fitlth^ 

notwithstanding  the  repeated  solicitations  of  his  coun- 
trymen to  resume  his  command  among  them,  until  the 
British  were  driven  from  the  whole  country  between 
the  Edisto  and  Stono  inlet.  This  circumstance,  lie 
believed,  inasmuch  as  it  deprived  them  of  the  power 
of  protecting  him»  released  him  from  his  allegiance^ 
for  allegiance  and  protection  mnst  be  reciprocal  to  be 
bindinc;.  He  repaired,  therefore,  to  the  Amciican 
camp;  and  was  immediately  elected  h\  his  country- 
men to  the  command  of  a  regiment  After  a  few  ex- 
cursions at  the  head  of  this  regiment,  in  one  of  which 
he  captured  General  Williamson,  (who  like  himself 
had  sworn  allegiance  to  the  British  after  the  surren- 
der of  Charleston,  bnt  unlike  him,  had  seemed  to 
change  his  nature  with  tlie  circumslauce,  and  was 
now  as  zealous  in  loyalty,  as  he  had  been  before  ac-  * 
live  in  patriotism*)  he  was  surprised  and  taken  pri- 
soner.* He  was  immediately  conveyed  to  Charleston, 
and  confined  in  the  Provost  prison.  A  court  of  ingui' 
rjf  waa  ordered  to  be  held  on  him ;  and  on  the  Slst 
of  July,  he  was  abruptly  informed,  that  Lord  Raw- 

.  don  and  Colonel  Balfour,  wlio  had  succeeded  Patter- 
son in  command,  had  resolved  on  his  execution,  •*  for 
having  been  found  under  arms,  and  employed  in 
raising  a  regiment  to  oppose  the  British  government, 
after  he  had  become  a  subject,  and  accepted  the  pro- 
tectum  of  government,  at  the  reduction  of  Charles-  - 
ton/^  \ 
Astonished  at  information  wliich  he  had  so  little 

-  reason  to  expect.  Colonel  Hayne  addressed  a  letter  to 
Ibe  two  commanders^  in  which  he  protested  against  the 
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decigion  of  a  court  of  inqidrii,  the  members  of  wliith 
were  not  sworn,  nor  the  witnesses  examined  on  oath. 
He  appealed  to  their  justice  and  humanity^  alleging 
that  if  considered  as  a  British  subject,  he  was  entitled 
to  a  legal  and  impartial  trial ;  and  as  an  American,  to 
be  set  at  liberty  on  his  parole.  That  having  not  the 
most  remote  idea  that  he  was  to  be  tried  and  con- 
demned before  a  court  of  inquiry,  on  an  affair  in  which 
his  life  was  concerned,  he  had  called  for  no  witnesses, 
and  had  asked  for  no  counsel, to  both  of  which  he  was  en- 
titled. He  concluded  thus  :  I  can  assure  you  with 
the  utmost  truth,  that  1  had,  and  have  many  reasons 
to  urge  in  my  defence,  if  you  will  grant  me  the  favour 
of  a  regular  trial ;  if  not,  which  I  cannot  however  sup- 
pose from  your  justice  and  humanity,  I  earnestly  en- 
treat that  my  execution  may  be  deferred,  that  I  may 
at  least  take  a  last  farewell  of  my  children,  and  pre- 
pare for  the  dreadful  change'' 

To  this  honourable,  just  and  well  grounded  ap- 
peal, Colonel  Hayne  received  the  following  reply 
from  the  town  Major.  "  I  have  to  inform  you,  that 
your  execution  is  not  ordered  in  consequence  of  any 
sentence  from  the  court  of  inquiry;  but  by  virtue 
of  the  authority  with  whicji  the  commander  in 
chief  in  South  Carolina,  and  the  commanding  ofli- 
cer  in  Charleston,  are  invested:  and  their  resolves 
on  the  subject  are  fixed  and  unchangeable/'  Be- 
lieving that  all  further  remouistrance  against  the 
illegality  and  injustice  of  their  mode  of  proceeding 
wcmld  be  vain.  Colonel  Hayne  contented  liimself 
with  soliciting  a  short  respite,  that  he  might  give  a  last 
embrace  to  his  children.  This  was  granted  to  liira 
in  the  following  ungracious  note  from  the  tow  n  Ma- 
jor,        am  to  inform  you,  that  in  consequence 
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of  a  petition  signed  by  Ooyemoor  Bull  and  many  - 
others,  as  also  of  your  prayer  of  yesterday,  and  the 
humane  treatment  sliown  by  you  to  the  British  prison- 
ers who  fell  into  your  hands,  you  are  respited  for /or- 
ty-pightkour^  ^  itt^  should  General  Greene  o^r  I9 
expostulate  in  your  favour  with  tlie  commanding  offi- 
cer, from  that  moment  this  respite  will  ccase^  and  you 
"Will  be  ordered  to  immediate  execution.^' 

The  short  respite  was  employed  by  Oolonel  Hayne 
in  embracing  his  family  and  friends;  and  at  the  ap- 
pointed time  he  was  ready  to  yield  to  his  relentless 
tyrants,  simply  soliciting  that  he  might  be  permitted 
to  die  as  became  an  officer.  lUit  this  rerjuest  was  de- 
nied to  him,  and  on  the  i  th  of  Augustf  he  was  led  to 
the  cart  amidst  a  crowd  of  anxious  spectators,  alji  of 
whom  had  supplicated  Lord  Rawdon  to  spare  his  life. 
He  promised  his  friends  to  show  thorn  an  example 
how  an  American  could  die,  and  heroically  was  that 
promise  fulfilled.  He  ascended  the  cart  unsup- 
ported, commeuded  his  infant  family  to  the  protection 
of  his  friends,  took  an  aiU'ectionate  leave  of  all,  and 
with  his  own  hands  drew  the  cap  over  his  eyes* 

The  feelings  of  General  Greene  and  his  army, 
when  intelligence  of  this  unauthorised  and  lawless 
execution  was  received,  may  he  readily  conceived* 
They  determined  with  one  accord  to  take  the  most 
ample  vengeance,  and  a  proclamation  was  issued  by 
General  Greene,  in  which  he  declared  his  intention  to 
retaliate  the  murder  of  Hayne,  and  all  such  inhuman 
enormities,  upon  the  British  officers  that  should  fall- 
into  his  hands.  In  the  glow  of  this  universal  indig- 
nation at  the  outrage,  the  American  army  moved  from 
the  high  hills  of  Bantee.  "j^he  enemy  were  distant 
from  them  no  more  than  iiftecu  miles,  but  the  Wateree  - 
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aiul  the  Congarce  were  both  between  them,  and  as 
tlicre  were  no  means  of  transportation  across  these 
rivers,  except  at  tlie  hazard  of  great  annoyance,  Ge- 
neral Greene  was  compelled  to  take  a  circuitous  route 
of  seventy  miles.  After  crossing  the  Waterec  near 
Cambden,  General  Greene  continued  his  march  to 
Jp'riday'^  f^-  ry,  when  the  army  crossed  the  Congaree, 
^nd  thii.^  luund  themselves  on  the  same  side  with  the 
enemy.  At  this  place  General  Greene  was  joined  by 
General  Pickens,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Henderson 
with  tlieir  militia,  and  soon  afterwards  by  Marion, 
which  increased  his  force  to  about  2000  men,  equal 
to  the  enemy  in  number,  but  greatly  inferiour  in  dis- 
cipline and  experience,  more  than  one  third  of  them 
being  raw  militia. 

The  enemy,  in  the  mean  time,  as  soon  as  they  had 
heard  of  the  movement  of  General  Greene's  army, 
broke  up  from  their  position  on  the  Congaree,  and  re- 
tired forty  miles  down  the  Santec  to  the  Kutaw 
Springs,  sixty  miles  nortli  of  Charleston.  Greene 
determined  to  pursue,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  7th 
of  September,  his  advance  under  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Lee,  encamped  at  Laurens's  farm,  within  eight  miles 
of  the  enemy's  position.  The  main  army  on  the 
same,  evening  reached  Beudell's,  nine  miles  in  the 
rear.  On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  Greene  advanced 
in  order  of  battle;  the  North  and  South  Carolina  mi- 
litia under  Generals  Marion  and  Pickens,  and  Colo- 
ncl  Malmedy,  in  the  front  line,  and  the  North  Caro- 
lina, Virginia  and  Maryland  regiilars,  under  Gene- 
ral Sumner,  and  Colonel  Williams  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Campbell,  in  the  secorid.  The  right  llank 
was  supported  by  Lee  and  his  legion,  and  the  left,  by 
Henderson  wiih  his  state  ti%op6.  Washiiigton's  cav- 
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nlrv,  and  Kirkwood's  Delaware  troops  formed  a  corp^ 
de  rescM've. 

Ahout  four  miles  from  the  British  camp,  Lee's  le- 
gion encountered  :i  party  of  the  enemy,  and  drove 
them  hack  with  considerahle  loss,  taking  prisoner  an 
infantry  ca|)tain,  ami  40  of  his  men.  The  Briti«?h 
commander,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stuart,  who  appear- 
ed to  he  ignorant  until  now  of  the  pioxunity  of 
Greene,  now  drew  up  his  army  in  order  of  hattle,  a 
little  distance  in  front  of  his  camp.  The  3d  (Irish) 
regiment  on  the  right,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cruger 
with  the  remains  of  several  regiments,  in  the  centre; 
and  two  regiments,  (63d  and  H4th)  on  the  left.  A 
hattalion  of  light  infantry  under  Major  Majoribanks 
was  posted  to  protect  the  right  flank  of  the  3d,  and 
the  ai  tillery  was  distributed  along  the  line. 

The  action  commenced  ahout  ten  o'clock  with  the 
militia,  who  advanced  upon  the  van  of  the  enemy 
with  considerable  spirit,  supported  by  Captain  Gains 
with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the 
whole  line  was  engaged.  The  militia  under  Colonel 
Malmedy,  being  pressed  by  the  64th,  soon  gave  way, 
leaving  the  legion  infantry,  and  Henderson's  corps 
on  the  two  flanks,  to  support  the  whole  shock  of  the 
enemy's  liiie.  General  Sumner,  however,  with  the 
continentals  of  our  second  line,  promptly  moved  up 
to  their  support,  and  the  enemy  were  soon  compelled 
to  give  up  the  advantage  they  had  gained.  At  this 
moment,  tlie  British  commander  brought  into  line  the 
corps  of  infantry  posted  in  the  rear  of  his  left  wing, 
and  ordered  the  cavalry  to  his  left.  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel Henderson,  having  received  a  wound,  his  corps 
was  gallantly  led  on  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wade 
Hampton,  and  not  wit  list  af!dii!i;  tlie  addition  to  the 
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enemy's  front,  our  whole  line  continued  to  gain 
groun'l. 

Tlie  battalion  of  infantry  on  the  riglit  flank  of  the 
enemy  was  now  fen- the  first  time  brought  into  action. 
These  were  met  by  the  reserve  under  Washington  and 
Kirkwood,  and  General  Greene  at  the  same  moment^ 
ordered  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  regulars  under 
Colonel  Williams  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell 
to  liold  their  fire  and  cliarge  with  the  bayonet.  They 
advanced  (othe  charge  with  a  shout^  and  Lee  at  the 
sanu'  instant,  ordered  Rudolpli  with  his  company 
which  stretched  beyond  the  enemy's  line,  to  fall  back 
and  give  a  raking  fire  to  his  flank.  Tliis  seemed  to 
decide  the  fate  of  the  day ;  for  the  enemy  now  close- 
ly assailed  in  front  and  flank,  began  to  give  way  along 
their  whole  line,  with  the  exception  of  the  Irish  regi- 
ment on  Uioir  right.  This,  though  it  had  never  br^ 
fore  been  in  action,  still  continued  bravely  to  luccL 
the  baydhets  of  the  iVIarylanders,  and  many  individu- 
als of  these  two  opposing  corps  were  found  locked  to 
each  other  by  their  respective  bayonets.  Seeing  the 
whole  of  their  line  give  way,  they  were  unable  singly 
to  breast  the  storm  much  longer;  the  Americans 
pressed  eagerly  on,  and  gained  possession  of  the  ene- 
my's  camp,  while  they  continued  to  fly  until  they 
gnined  a  brick  house,  situated  between  the  Charles- 
ton road,  and  a  deep  ravine  on  the  rigiit  of  their 
camp. 

While  the  viclorious  Americans  were  thus  pursuing 
the  British  centre  and  left,  a  far  different  scene  was 
going  on  between  the  gallant  Washington  and  the 
enemy^s  light  infanti-y  under  Major  Majoribanks. 
The  latter  perceiving  Washington's  rapid  advance, 
and  endeavour  to  gain  his  rcai;  posted  himself  be- 
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hind  a  thick  wood,  through  which  it  was  almost  im- 
possible for  the  cavalry  to  pass.  Washington  however 
was  to  be  deterred  by  no  obstacle  from  making  the  at- 
tempt.   He  advanced  under  a  terrible  fire  from  his 
covered  enemy,  until  liis  career  was  arrested  by  a  shot 
which  killed  his  horse ;  and  while  endeavouring  to 
disentangle  himself  he  was  himself  bayonetted  and 
taken  prisoner.    His  second  in  command,  Captain 
Watts,  received  two  balls  and  fell ;  three  Lieutenants 
experieuced  a  similar  fate:  I /loutcMiant  Philip  Stuart, 
one  of  the  bravest  of  Washington's  gallant  corps,  vvas 
dismounted  close  to  the  enemy's  ranks,  covered  with 
w  ounds,  and  every  man  of  his  section  was  either  kil- 
led or  wounded.    This  beroick  corps,  thu«  hM  des- 
troycil,  their  commander  a  prisoner,  was  couipclled 
to  abandon  tbe  enterprise  and  draw  oiV,  leaving  the 
victorious  Majoribanks  at  liluM  ty  to  protect  his  fl.ving 
commander. 

In  the  mean  time  the  legion  infantry  pressed  dose 
upon  the  enemy  as  t!u»y  gained  the  house,  and  made 
a  desperate  cflTort  to  enter  it  before  the  doorjs  could 
be  barred,  but  they  were  unsuccessful.  The  British 
commander  now  endeavoured  to  n»rm  his  army  for 
battle.  His  cavalry  under  Major  Collin  were  posted 
in  a  Eeld  to  his  left,  and  the  infantry  under  Majori- 
banks still  held  tbe  right;  while  his  wagons,  with 
a  part  of  bis  wounded,  baggage,  and  some  necessary 
stores  were  continuing  their  way  to  Charleston. 

Tbe  action  recommenced  between  Oldhani  .s  com- 
pany of  Marvlanders,  led  on  by  Lieutenant  C(donel 
Howard,  and  a  j)ai  t  of  the  enomy's  right,  while  Lee 
endeavoured  to  support  bim  a^.iinsL  Coffin's  cavalry  ; 
but  from  some  unfortunate  misapprehensio!i  of  orders 
only  one  troop  of  the  cavalry  came  up,  who  being  un- 
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able  to  stand  against  Coffiiu  w  vw  obliii;e<l  to  i^ivc  m  a^^ 
and  Howard  being  at  the  same  time  wounded,  the  ]\la- 
rylanders  also  retired.  The  whole  of  the  artillery 
had  in  ihv  mean  time  been  brnn.*^ht  up  again^-t  tho 
huu.se,  but  being  unable  to  eflcct  ;in^ -thing,  (iLiicj^al 
Greene  ordered  the  troops  to  be  drawn  oft',  and  the 
enemy  regained  possession  of  their  camp.  Two  pien  s 
of  artillery  which  had  bron  taken  from  tb-.  in  in  f' • 
pursuit  were  thus  recovered,  and  a  third  iiic  ii 

our  troops  were  unable  to  bri^ugolT.  The  enemy  ad- 
vanced no  fuvtlior  than  U!Pir  camj>,  mid  r».(  »'nc' after 
adopting  propei  meahiac:!  to  bury  hi?5  licau  iuid  take 
care  of  the  wounded,  retired  to  the  ground  fi-om  which 
he  had  marched  in  tl»e  n»orning,  there  being  no  water 
nearer,  for  the  supply  oi  his  troops,  who  were  ready 
to  faint  w  ith  heat  and  thirst  after  an  action  of  near  four 
hours. 

The  enemy,  according  to  their  custom  in  all  similar 
cases.  clainnMl  the  crrdif  of  n  ^^i'^finl  a  if  (oiy  ;  but  this 
will  appear  somewliat  incuuM.^tciit  with  the  facts, 
that  General  Greene  left  a  strong  picket  on  tlie  field 
of  buttle,  which  remained  untouched,  and  thai  the 
enemy  retired  the  ne\t(lay  to  the  neigliboiirbood  of 
^  Charleston,  leaving  a  great  number  of  their  wounded 
to  fall  into  our  hands.  It  is  certain  that  victory  could 
not  truly  be  claimed  by  oither  party,  but  all  the  ad- 
vantages w  hich  could  have  llowed  from  the  mu-^u  oiu- 
plete  success,  were  derived  to  the  Americans  from 
this  action.  The  coiitest  was  sustained  with  equal 
bravery  by  both  armies.  The  enemy  lost,  accordiiig 
to  their  own  account  ()93  killed,  wounded  and  missing, 
together  with  1000  stand  of  arms,  and  a  great  quan- 
tity of  stores  which  they  destroyed  to  prevent  their 
falling  intb  our  hands.    General  Grceue  cbUmated 
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their  loss  at  a  much  higher  rate.  The  Amcvicaus  lost 
514  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  among  whom  were 
61  officers.  Out  of  six  commandants  of  regiments, 
Williams  and  Lee  were  the  only  ones  who  escaped 
unhurt.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell,  an  officer 
highly  esteemed  and  respected,  received  a  ball  in  his 
breast,  as  he  was  leading  his  troops  to  tlic  charge  and 
expired  a  few  moments  afterwards.  Lieutenant  Du- 
vall  of  Maryland,  by  whom  one  of  the  enemy  's  pieces 
of  artillery  was  taken  in  the  pursuit,  was  also  among 
the  killed  :  his  bravery  and  good  conduct  liad  given 
liopes  of  future  distinction.  For  the  number  engag- 
ed on  each  side,  there  has  seldom  been  a  more  dead- 
ly conflict. 

The  enemy  were  pursued  for  some  distance  on  their 
retreat  the  following  day  to  Monk's  corner,  but  being 
joined  by  Major  M^Arthur  with  a  strong  detachment. 
General  Greene  dceme^l  it  adviseable  to  cease  the  pur- 
suit, and  retire  to  his  former  healthy  position  on  the 
High  Hills  of  Santee,  which  he  reached  on  tlic  18tli 
September. 

The  battle  of  tlie  Eutaw  Springs  was  the  last  gene- 
ral action  which  took  place  in  South  Carolina,  the 
enemy  having  retired  to  Charleston,  afraid  to  venture 
upon  any  thing  more  than  trifling  excursions.  General 
Greene,  after  remaining  on  the  Santee  Hills,  until 
the  wounded  and  sick  of  his  army  were  restored  to 
health,  moved  again  into  the  low  country ;  and  that 
enemy  to  whom  so  lately  the  whole  state  yielded  a 
forced  obedience,  now  found  themselves  obliged  to 
limit  all  their  operations  to  the  defence  of  their 
streightcned  quarters  on  Charleston  Neck.  Thus  did 
Grncral  Greene  close  the  campaign  of  17BI.  Fr^v 
X  ommanders  have  ever  had  greater  difficiilticb  iu  cu- 
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counter,  and  few  have  ever  with  the  same  means  ac- 
complished so  much.  Never  decisively  victorious, 
the  battlps  whicli  he  fought  either  from  necessity  or 
choice,  were  always  so  well  managed  as  to  result  to 
his  advantage.  Congress  were  not  unmindful  of  his 
eminent  services,  nor  of  the  many  brave  officers  who 
fought  under  his  auspices  :  their  thanks  \vei*e  liberal- 
ly bestowed  npon  all,  and  to  the  General  himself  they 
paid  the  high  compliment  of  presenting  him  witii  a 
Eritish  standard,  and  a  gold  medal  emblematick  of 
the  action  at  Eutaw  Springs,  which  restored  a  lost 
sister  to  the  American  Union. 

llefiue  we  return  to  the  operations  of  the  commander 
in  chief  at  York,  it  will  he  proper  to  take  notice  of  an- 
expedition  fitted  out  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  againslj^ 
Connecticut.  It  was  no  sooner  known  at  New-York 
that  Washington  had  h'ff  tlio  confines  of  that  state^ 
than  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  lu-^u  uii  of  taking  measures 
to  reinforce  Cornwallis,  against  whom  he  must  have 
been  now  certain  that  Washington's  force  was  destin- 
ed, determined  upon  striking  a  blow  at  New-London^ 
a  consideralde  trading  town  on  the  Thames  river  in 
Connecticut.  A  sufficient  armament  of  land  and  naval 
force  was  immediately  put  in  readiness,  and  the  com- 
mand of  it  given  to  General  Arnold,  who  finding  his 
situation  in  the  army  of  the  South  becoming  daily  more 
unpleasant  from  the  disrespect  of  his  brother  officers, 
as  well  as  from  the  increasing  prospect  of  his  falling 
into  the  hands  of  his  outraged  countrymen,  had  soli- 
cited and  obtained  permission  to  return  to  New-Y^'ork, 
as  soon  as  Cornwallis  arrived  from  North  Carolina, 
to  take  command  of  the  army  in  Virginia.  There 
wanted  only  this  last  stroke  to  complete  the  infamy  of 
Arnold's  conduct :  Connecticut  was  his  native  state ; 
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and  he  was  now  to  carry  desolation  to  the  doors  of  his 
family  and  connexions.  His  array  landed  in  two  di- 
visions^ on  each  side  of  the  harhour  of  New  London, 
on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  September  ;  that  on  the 
right,  nnder  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Eyre,  and  tiiat  on  the  left,  nnder  Arnold  himself. 
Groteu  side,  or  that  npnn  which  Eyre  landed,  was 
defended  by  Fort  Gi  lis  wold,  ^  with  a  garrison  of 
KjO  men  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Ledyard.  Eyre  at  the  head  of  three  regiments  sum- 
moned it  to  surrender,  but  the  summons  being  refus- 
ed, he  advanced  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  fort 
by  a  conj)  de  main.  His  advances  were  met  by  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Ledyard,  with  the  most  determined 
i^allantry,  and  a  ccmtest  ensued  at  *the  points  of  the 
bayonet  and  spear,  which  displayed  the  desperate 
resolution  of  both  parties,  to  die  or  conquer.  The 
British  at  length  succeeded  in  making  a  lodgment. 
Colonel  Eyre,  and  his  second.  Major,  Montgomery, 
were  both  killed,  as  they  were  forcing  their  way 
through  the  emhrM<Tivp'c,  and  thercunmand  of  the  ar- 
my devolved  ou  Jiajoi  Bromfiekl.  Ledyard  bravely 
contended,  until  nearly  the  whole  of  his  garrison  were 
killed  wounded,  when  finding  longer  resistance 
unavailing,  he  delivered  his  sword  to  the  British 
commander,  and  in  return,  received  the  sword  of  this 
savage  through  his  heart.  The  bloody  example  of 
Bromfield  was  followed  by  his  men,  and  scarcely  n 
man  of  the  garrison  was  left  unhurt.  The  enemy  lobl 
in  this  deadly  conflict,  54  killed,  and  143  wounded, 
several  of  whom  afterwards  died  of  their  wounds. 

Arnol^  on  the  other  side  met  with  no  resistance, 
and  having  gained  possession  of  the  town,  he  indus- 
triously set  to  work  to  destroy  it  and  every  thing  of 
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Taluc  it  contained.  Si?^teen  ships,  however,  escaped 
the  general  coadagration  by  moving  up  the  river; 
and  what  ia  somewhat  remarkable,  neither  the  bar* 
racks  nor  the  magazine  of  gunpowder  at  Port  Grit- 
wold  were  touched.  Having  completed  his  object, 
4ind  fully  satiated  hia  unnatural  thirst  of  vengeance^ 
Arnold^  in  a  few  daya  retomed  to  New- York,  bear- 
ing with  him  the  curses  of  every  individual,  upon 
himself^  and  tlie  cause  which  he  had  now  ambrag^dai  . 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

t 

r 

Mvents  of  irSl  continued, — Sie'x^'  f{f  Vork,  and  surrender  of 
i0ord  Cornwallis, —  Universal  joy  tc/iich  that  event  occasioned, 
— -S^ir  Henrif  Clinton  appears  off  the  Capes  of  Virginia  n  ith 
the  British  jlect,  and  an  army  of  TOOO  men. — Hears  of  the  faJH 
of  Cornwallis,  aod  returns  to  JYew-Vorfc. — Inexplicable  coil- 
duct  of  that  ammander^The  Marquie  de  St.  Cimon  teem' 
iafk9,  and  the  Comi  do  Oram  rHnms  to  the  Weet  Indies^ 
3V  Comt  Ukhambem  etmUmo  Ais  anny  1  «  V%Tgiida4-''Major 

.  Qemral  8L  Clair  tad  to  the  OMtntmiee  of  Bhreenu^^WflMng- 
Urn  retiree  to  Philaddphiat^lhe  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  okains 
permission  to  return  to  France.  Robert  Morris  is  appointed 
Minister  of  f.nance.-^Chneral  Lincoln  is  made  Secretary  of 
fVnr. — Mr.  Lanreiis  is  releaficd  from  the  tower, — Prospect  of 
Uie  country  at  the  clone  of  tiie  year. 

We  have  seen  that  Washins;ton  pcrraittofl  the  ar-^ 
my  to  repose  but  a  few  days,  after  they  reached  Wil- 
liamisbarg,  before  he  again  put  them  in  motion,  and 
that  he  sat  down  in  front  of  his  enemy,  in  the  last 
days  of  September.  The  Count  de  Grasse^  halving 
with  some  difficulty  suffered  himself  to  be  prevailed 
upon  to  ^ife  up  the  idea  of  seeking  the  British  fleet  at 
sea,  or  of  attempting  to  bh>ck  tlicm  up  in  the  harbour 
of  New- York,  now  gave  his  undivided  attention  to 

.  the  wishes  of  the  American  commander^  and  moved 
up  to  the  mouth  of  York  River  for  the  purpose  of 
cooperating  in  the  siege.    The  orders  which  VV  asli- 

*  ington  issued  to  his  troops  on  the  march  from  Wil- 
liamsburg, sufficiently  show  his  anxiety  to  infuse  in- 
to his  soldiers  that  sort  of  spirit  which  should  prepare 
them  for  tlie  important  blow  he  was  about  to  strike. 

<<If  the  enenqr  should  be  tempted  to  meet  the  urmy 
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ou  its  march,  the  Geueral  particularly  enjoins  Ute. 
troopa  to  place  their  principal  reliance  6b  the  bayonet^ 
iliat  they  may  prove  the  vanity  of  the  beast  which 
the  British  make,  of  their  peculiar  prowess  in  4^^^- 
'        ing  battles  with  that  weapon.*' 
•        The  works  which  Lord  OomwaUis  had  been  ena- 
bled to  erects  for  the  deftnce  of  Tork,  and  the  oppo-  ^ 
site  point  of  Gloucester,  •  in  the  short  space  of  time  . 
which  he  had  occupied  them^  did  great  credit  to  hie 
Military  genius,  but  they  were  by  no  means  adequate 
to  protect  him  against  the  force  of  his  present  assail- 
antsj  and  he  would  unhesitatingly  have  abandoned 
them^  and  attempted  to  effect  hb  retreat  to  Charles* 
Ion,  bnt  for  the  solemn  aasnraneea  of  support  Arom 
Sir  Henry  Clinton.    But  the  great  errour  of  Corn- 
walUs  waSf  not  that  he  attempted  to  mainteia  his  posta 
^ltfter  Ihe  arrival  of  Washington,  birt  tfait  he  did  WD* 
SiMttbilHie  t^  the^- Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  before  or 
even  after  the  junction  of  the  Marquis  de  8t.  Cimon« 
His  anby  waa  folly' equal  to  both  these  united,  an4 
various  opportanities  oflbved  of  separately  falling" 
upon  both.    It  would  have  been  too  late  perhaps  after 
Washington  had  reached  Virginia,  for  him  to  have 
effected  a  retreat,  more  particularly,  as  the  water  com- 
munication with  Portsmonibwas  entirely  cut  off.  He 
was  perfectly  aware  of  the  incompetence  of  his  means 
.  of  defenee,  bnt  resting  on  the  assurance  of  bis  com* 
mander  in  chief,  hefelthimsblf  bound  to  maintain  hia' 

position  and  wait  the  issue. 

.The  works  erected  for  the  protection  of  York, 
were  redonbte  and  battoriea  stretched  along  a  line  of 
circumvallatton,  which  extended  from  a  amall  inlet,  * 
on  the  upper  side  of  the  town,  to  a  deep  ravine  on  the 
lower.   These  redoubto  and  batteriea  were  connects 
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ed  by  fosses  and  abbatis^  and  a  strong  battery  was 

placed  on  the  heights  of  the  inlet.  The  morass  ov 
marah  extended  a  considerable  distance  along  the  cen- 
tre^ and  was  defended  by  a  stockade.  In  front  of 
these  works,  was  a  second  line  of  redoubts  and  bat- 
teries^ or  outworks,  between  which  and  the  town,  , 
Comwallis  was  posted  with  his  army^  when  the 
Americans  advanced.  The  opposite  point,  or  Glou- 
cester, was  well  fortified  by  flnishcd  works,  and  held 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dundas,  with  the  cavalry,  and 
a  few  infantry,  for  the  convenience  of  foraging  for 
the  whole  army. 

Lord  Comwallis  held  possession  of  the  outer 
works,  in  hopes  Washington  might  be  induced  to  at- 
tempt to  dislodge  him  by  storm,  from  which  he  tmst* 
ed  to  the  sti  ength  of  his  works  to  defend  him  ;  but 
Clinton's  letter  which  was  received  on  the  evening  of 
the  very  day  that  the  allied  armies  reached  their 
point  of  destination,  determined  him  to  retire  *  to  bis 
posiition  within  the  town,  rather  than  weaken  his  - 
force  by  attempting  to  stop  the  advance  of  his  assail* 
ants.  This  movement  was  made  in  the  night;  and 
with  a  view  of  ascertaining  its  purpose.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Scammel,  the  officer  of  the  day,  moved  with 
a  small  reconnoitering  party  as  soon  as  it  was  light, 
towards  the  enemy's  position,  and  being  charged  by 
•  a  detachment  of  dragoons,  was  mortally  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner.  The  allied  armies  took  posses- 
sion of  the  abandoned  gronnd  on  the  following  day. 

A  part  of  the  forces  under  G^eneral  de  Choise  had  , 
,  in  the  mean  time  been  detached  across  tlie  river  for 
the  purpose  of  investing  Oloucestw  Point.   Uis  de- 
tachment consisted  of  the  legion  of  infantry  and  cav* 
airy  of  the  Duke  de  Lauzun,  Geucral  Weedon^s  hri- 
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^ade,  1000  Ffench  marines,  and  a  select  battalion  on- 

del"  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mercer,  makiug  in  the  whole, 
3;500  men.  The  post  of  Gloucester  had  been  rein- 
ftnced  on  the  ad  of  October  by  Tarleton's  legion ; 
and  on  the  morning;  of  the  80th,  the  greater  |Hirt  of 
tiie  garrison  moved  out  on  a  foi*aging  excursion.  Ge- 
neral Choise,  who  had  moved  about  the  same  time 
from  his  right  position  for  the  purpose  of  planting 
himself  close  to  the  eueiny's  works,  entered  the  lane 
leading  to  Gloucester  Point,  just  as  the  rear  of  Lieu^ 
tenant  Colonel  Dnndas,  covered  by  Tarleton'A  caval- 
ry^  had  passed  through  it  on  their  return  from  forag- 
ing. A  skirmish  ensued  in  which  the  British  were 
soon  driven  into  their  works,  and  the  French  Gene- 
ral oecnpied  their  ground,  continuing  to  enclose  the 
garrison,  until  the  end  of  the  siege. 

On  the  6th,  Washington's  heavy  ordnance  and 
^Ibmjm^mt^^^     tfae^^aie^ :  aiti^ 
parallclwas  immiBdiately  c&ihinmiGed,  nn^racpar 
•  stant,  but  ineffectual  fire  from  Cornwallis's  hatteries. 
By  the  10th,  our  batteries  and  redoubts  wero  j^ady 
'  to  open  along  the  whole  fosse,  .iPad.ltheir  ejSecii^nr 
the  defences  of  the  town  was  so  immediately  destruc- 
'  tive,  that  Comwallis  would  no  doubt  have  sought 
means  of  safety,  either  by  offering  instant  battle, 
^(^Hr  cap^nlation,  bot  for  the  arrival  of  another  messen- 
*f§erfrom  Sir  Hi  iuy  Clinton  on  this  day,  who  brought 
4fijR8Surances  that  an  armament  of  7000  men  was  on  its 
>ray  for  his  relief.   This  xeanimaled  his  confidence, 
i,  and  determined  him  to  hold  out  to  the  last  moment, 
;  repairing  with  great  assiduity  during  the  night  the 
>  breaches  and  dilapidations  of  the  day.   But  so  pow- 
drfnl  vat  even  onr  1be»i  pturallel,  tfait  oii^shett^  and 
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red  faot  balls  reached  the  enemy's  sMfis  in  the  har- 
bour, and  one  of  their  best  frisjates  was  tlestroyed. 

On  the  night  of  the  11th,  Washin2;toii  commenced 
his  second  parallel  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  lines^  and  so  expedftionsly  and  secretly  was 
the  work  carried  on,  that  the  trench  was  neai*ly  com- 
pleted before  the  dawn  of  day.    Upon  perceiving  this 
extraordinary  despatch  of  his  besies;ers,  Gomwatlis 
redoubled  his  exertions  to  strenij;tl)eii  his  defence, 
stiii  trusting  to  the  promised  aid  of  the  British  com- 
mander in  chief.    All  his  batteries  were  opened  to  • 
stop  the  progress  of  this  second  parallel but  though 
his  fire  was  considerably  destrnctive,  particularly  from 
,  two  redoubts  on  his  left|  our  work  was  continued 
without  intermission.   At  this  moment  Washington 
determined  to  carry  these  two  redoubts  by  a  cou|)  de 
main.    The  detachment  ordered  against  that  on  our  ^ 
right  was  eotmsted  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayett^^ 
who  conducted  it  in  perkon,  the  other  to  the  French 
under  the  Baron  de  Viomcnil.    Lieutenant  Colonel 
Hamilton^  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Laurens^ 
led  the  van  of  la  Fayette,  and  so  vigorously  was  the 
assault  conducted,  that  they  soon'forced  their  way  into 
the  reduubt|  and  made  the  whole  party  consisting  of 
60men|  under  Major  Campbell,  prisoners,  only  ive  of 
tiieir  number  being  killed.  The  detachment  had  been 
ordered  in  the  assault  to  remember  the  recent  massa- 
cre at  New-Loudou  after  fort  foiswold  had  surren 
dered but  Hamilton  upon  being  questioned  why  he 
had  spared  the  lives  of  liis  prisoners,  answered,  that 
his  detat^kment  could  not  imitate  deeds  of  barbarity 
upon  n^en  who  begged  for  quarters. 

The  enterprise  against  the  other  redoubt,  conduet* 
ed  by  the  Barou^Viomenil,  was  equally  successful, 
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ilious;h  more  diflRcull,  the  number  of  the  enemy  here 
being  double  that  of  the  other,  and  the  resistance  pro- 
portionately formidable.  The  commandant  of  the  ra- . 
doubt  with  half  bis  force,  escaped,  leaving  the  other 
half,  of  whom  18  were  killed,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  Baron.,  The  loss  of  the  latter  was  very  severe, 
having  100  men  killed  and  wounded.  Our  loss  in 
the  other  affair  was  1)  killed  and  35  wounded.  I'hese 
two  redoubts  w  ere  soon  added  to  our  secoutl  parallel, 
and  the  equal  honours  acquired  by  the  French  and 
Americans  in  the  enterprise,  infused  a  mutual  coniU 
dence  in  the  allies,  and  added  more  vigour  to  the  fur- 
ther prosecution  of  the  siego.     •    *     •  ^ 

I^ord  Corn  wall  is  in  the  mean  time  more  and  more 
straightened  in  his  position.  And  still  without  tbe  ex- 
pected reinforcements,  though  ten  days  had  elapsed 
since  it  was  said  they  were  to  sail  from  New,-York,\ 
projected  a  sally  against  two  of  our  redoubts,  which 
were  not  yet  completed.    Lieutenant  Colonel  Aber- 
crombie  conducted  the  enterprise  with  400  men,  of  the  , 
guards  and  light  infantry  ;  and  before  day  light  on  the 
morning  of  the  l6th  he  advanced  upon  our  lines.  His 
party  were  divided  into  two  detachments,  the  first  of"- 
the  guards  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lukc^  the  sc^  * 
cond  of  the  light  infantry  under  Major  Armstrong. 
Both  officers  succeeded  in  driving  out  the  French  whOr< 
occupied  these  redoulits,  and  in  spiking  eleven  pieces^ 
of  cannon^  besides  killing  a  number  of  men  :  but  ihi$i% 
success  w  as  of  little  benefit  to  the  besieged,  for  being 
unable  to  hold  possession  of  the  redoubts,  tlie  party  ., 
was  compelled  to  retire  on  the  approach  of  the  assai-^ : 
lants ;  and  the  redoubts  were  soon  made  ready  and  ^ 
the  cannon  unspiked.  • .  ^  vv  v  \ 

This  completed  the  second  parallel  of  the  besiegers,  . 
who  now  displayed  a  front  of  nearly  one  liundred 
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piedes  of  heavy  ordnance^  while  the  defences  of  the  - 

town  were  so  much  demolislied  that  scarcely  a  gun 
could  be  ghown.  In  this  situation  Cornwailis  was  re- 
duced to  the  alternative  of  attempting  his  escape^  or  of 
offering  terms  of  capitulation;  the  latter  was  ioo  ha*- 
niiliating  to  his  proud  military  spirit,  and.a  plan  was 
instantly  conceived  for  carrying  the  former  iato^ett'ect. 
He  determined  to  pass  his  whole  army  ovei^iHtii^  the 
night  to  Gloucester  Pointy  and  by  falling  uj^te  fie- 
neral  Ghoise  to  possess  liimself  of  all  his  horses,  by  . 
which  the  greater  part  of  his  army  would  be  mounted^ 
and  his  further  movements  were  to  depend  on  contin- 
gent occurrences.  Tlie  at  tempt  was  equally  bold  and  . 
desperate  $  but  whatever  might  have  been  its  ulti- 
mate issue^  fortune  hail  prepared  another  fate  for 
Cornwallis.  After  the  first  dUvision  of  his  army  had 
actually  crossed,  and  while  he  was  waiting  for  the 
return  of  the  boats  to  embark  the  remainder^  a  violent 
storm  aroiife^'  which  dispersed  the  boats  and  drove 
them  down  tlic  river  considerably  l)elou  the  town  ;  so 
thai  day  light  approached  before  they  could  he  brought 
up  to  the  place  of  embarkation.  It  was  now  too  late; 
.  and  his  lordship  was  compelled  to  employ  the  fore- ' 
noon  in  reuniting  his  divided  force,  by  recalling  the 
division  which  had  crossed  the  river. 

-The  last  hope  of  his  lordship  being  thus  disconcerts 
ed  by  a  dostiny  beyond  las  control,  he  considered  any  # 
further  resistance  as  an  useless  expenditure  of  the 
lives  of  his  men,  and  having  beat  a  parley^  senta  mes- 
senger to  Washington,  with  a  proposition  for  a  ces^ 
satiou  of  hostilities  for  the  space  of  twenty  four  hours, 
with  a  view  of  settling  by  commissioners^  terms  ior 
the  surrender  of  his  two  posts.  After  requiring  from 
Ids  lordship)  a  previous  avowal  of  the  basis  upon  wfaich 
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hfe  meant  to  propose  the  surrender,  the  request  for  n 
Cessfttiou  of  hostilities  wugranted^  and  eonnniMioam 
were  mutaally  appointed.   On  the  part  of  the  allied 

armies,  the  viscount  de  Noailles,  and  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel Laurens,  aid  de  camp  to  Washington  ;  and  oti 
thepartof  the  BritishyLieatenaai  Odonel  Dnndas^  and 
Major  Ross,  aid  de  camp  to  his  lordship,  met  on  the 
18th,  but  not  being  able  to  agree  upon  definitive  terms^ 
tongh  drafts  of  their  proceedingp  were  snhmitted  to  the 
respective  commanders.  Washington,  perceiving  that 
Comwallis  insisted  upon  terms  unwarranted  by  the 
Situation  of  the  two  armies^  and  unwilling  to  lose  a 
moments  time  in  fruitless  negociatien,  transmitted 
to  his  lordship  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  his  ulti' 
matum^  declaring  that  hostilitiefi  should  recommence 
at  11  o'clock^  unless  the  terms  were  previously  nita- 

.  ied.  Oomwallis  strenuous  as  hsd  been  his  efforts 
to  procure  certain  advantageous  conditions  for  his  ar- 
my and  the  citizens  in  York  and  &loucester^  who  had 
joined  the  British  standard,  now  perceived  that  fnv- 
ther  delay  would  be  hazardous,  and  the  surrender  ' , 
was  made  on  the  follow  ins  terms.  1st.  That  the  Bri- 
tish  land  and  naval  forces  at  York  and  Gloucester, 
surrender  themselves  respectively  to  the  combined 

*  forces  of  America  aud  France.  Sd.  That  the  artil- 
lery, arms  and  stores  of  every  description,  be  deliver-  * 
ed  unimpaired  to  officers  appointed  to  receive  them. 
M.  That  the  two  redoubts  on  the  left  flank  of  York^ 
he  delivered  up  at  IS  o^clock,  the  one  to  a  detachment 
of  the  American  army,  the  other  to  a  detachment  of  tba 
French  grenadiers.  The  garrison  of  York  to  mafck 
out  at  S  o'clock,  to  a  place  appointed  in  fironi  of  the 
posts,  with  shouldered  arms,  colours  cased,  and  drums 
beating  a Brittsb  or  German  march,  there  to  sroHmi 
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their  arms^  and  return  to  their  encampment^  until  des- 
patched tolbe  places  of  their  destitiation.  TheMua^, 
to.  be  done  at  8  o'clock!  garrison  of  Gloacea- 

ier.  4ih.  Oflcerv  to  retain  their  side  arms  and  pri- 
Tate  property  of  every  kind,  with  the  exception  of  such 
ts  obykmsly  belongs  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States.  Atli.  The  soldiers  to  be  kept  in  Virginia, 
Maryland  or  Pennsylvania,  and  supplied  with  the 
same  rations  as  are  allowed  to  the  soldien*  of  the 
United  Stateir.  To  be  kept  as  much  as  possible  in 
regiments,  and  a  suitable  number  of  leld  oflcers  to 
reside  near  them  on  parole,  with  permission  to  visit 
them  frequently,  and  examine  into  their  treatment. 
6th.  The  British  General  and  bis  staff,  and  other  of- 
ficers,  civil  and  military,  who  desire  it,  to  be  permit- 
^  ted  to  go  on  parole  to  Europe,  New-York,  or  any 
other  place  in  possession  of  the  British  at  their  option  | 
proper  vessels  to  be  furnished  by  the  Count  de  Gras^ 
for  this  purpose,  and  passports  to  go  by  land  to  be 
given  to  those  for  whom  vessels  cannot  be  furnished, 
7th.  The  officers  to  be  allowed  to  keep  soldiers  as 
servants,  and  the  serv  ants  not  soldiers  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  prisoners.  8th.  The  Bonctta  sloup  of  war, 
with  her  present  equipment  and  crew,  to  be  left  at  the 
disposal  of  the  British  General,  to  carry  such  soldiers 
as  he  may  think  proper  to  send,  and  despatches  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  ;  to  be  permitted  to  sail  without  exam- 
ination, and  to  be  afterwards  delivered  to  the  order 
of  the  Count  de  Orasse ;  the  soldiers  and  crew  to  be 
acCountedTor.  9th.  Traders  to  he  considered  as  pris- 
oners of  war  on  parole,  and  allowed  to  dispose  of 
their  proper^,  giving  to  the  allied  armies  the  right  of 
preemption.  lOtk  ln  this  article  Comwallis  retjulr- 
ed  that  the  iuhabitants  .of  different  parts  of  the  country 
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then  in  York  and  Gloucester^  should  not  be  pnniUhed 
Ibr  having  joined  Ihe  Britbh  army ;  bnt  h  was  ob- 
jected to  by  Washington,  at  belon§^g  altogether  te 
the  civil  department,  for  whom  he  would  make  uo 
stipulation*  The  11th  and  l^th  articles  related  to  the 
•ick|  wbo  were  to  be  supplied  with  hospital  stores  at 
the  expense  of  the  British,  and  ifttended  by  their  ov^n  • 
surgeons.  13th.  The  shipping  and  boats  in  the  two 
harbours^  with  all  their  stores^  guns,  tackling^  and 
•  apparel^  to  be  delivered  up  to  an  officer  of  the  navy 
appointed  to  take  possession  of  them.  And  lastly^ 
no  article  of  the  capitulation  to  be  infringed  on  pre* 
leace  of  reprisals.  / 

These  articles  being  mntnatly  signed  and  ratlted^ 
General  LincolQ  was  appointed  by  the  commauder  in 
chief  to  receive  the  submisaion  of  the  royal  army. 
Comwallis  ahAble  to  bear  ap  against  the  hamiiiatioA 
of  maichlog  at  the  head  of  his  garrison^  constitnied 
General  O^Hara  his  representative,  and  the  conquer- 
ed army  moved  in  silence  through  the  columns  of 
V reach  and  AmericaB  soldiers^  drawn  np  on  each  side 
of  the  road.  On  the  other  side  of  the  river,  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Dundas  had  been  tran^feiTed  to  York 
dnrtng  the  last  movements  of  the  troops^  and  the  com* 
mand  had  devolved  on  laentonant  Colonel  Tarleton. 
This  officer,  conscious  of  the  many  causes  he  bad 
given  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  to  de- 
test bis  character^  and  to  inspire  correspondent  feel- 
ings of  revenge,  waited  upon  the  French  General  de 
Choise,  previous  to  his  surrender,  and  expressing  ap- 
prehensions for  his  personal  safety,  requested,  that 
he  might  not  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Ameri- 
can  militia.  The  request,  though  founded  upon  idle 
fsars,  or  wbat  is  worse^  a  desire  to  throw  a  stigma. 
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lijion  the  American  character^  was  readtly  granted  y 
and  the  Duke  de  Lauzun  and  laeutenant  Ck>loael 
Mercer  were  eelected,  wilb  their  reepectiTe  oorps^  to 
reeeire  the  eobmission  of  Tarleton's  garrison. 

Thus  was  this  siege  happily  brought  to  a  conclu- 
eion,  and  a  second  British  army,  whose  march  through 
a  wide  extent  of  country,  had  been  every  where 
traced  by  ruin  and  devastation,  brought  to  submit  to 
American  prowess.  The  number  of  men  wliich  sur-- 
rendered  to  Washington,  amounted  in  the. whole  to^- 
71 07^  but  more  than  8000  of  these  are  said  to  have 
been  unfit  far  duty ;  the  cpmbined  army  appears  to 
have  beep  16000  strong,  7000  of  whom  were  French, 
Thus  Oomwallis  was  far  from  losing  any  part  of  the 
great  reputation  which  his  repeated  successes  ha^ 
l^alned  him,  by  surrendering  to  a  force  so  greatly  su- 
periolir ;  he  haddoneall  that  could  be  done  under  cir- 
enmsftanees  of  so  much  embarrassment,  and  it  is  not 
hazarding;  too  much  to  say,  that  if  he  had  been  left  to 
his  own  discretion,  his  army  would  have  been  saved, 
or  his  own  life  offered  a  Sacrilce  to  the  enterprise  of 
his  genius.  A  second  elegant  park  of  field  artillery, 
entirely  of  brass,  came  into  our  possession  at  this  sur•^ 
render.  Tliis,  together  with  every  thing  appertain-! 
ing  to  the  army,  fell  to  the  Americans  in  the  distribu* 
tion,  while  the  shipping  and  its  concerns,  became  the 
property  of  our  brave  allies.  During  the  siege  about 
800  of  the  combined  army  were  killed  and  wounded, 
and  on  the  part  of  the  British  upwards  of  000. 

The  officers  particularly  distinguished  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  for  their  zeal,  activity  and  valour, « 
on  this  occasion,  were  the  Ooant  de  Rochambeao, 
generals  Chatelleux  and  Viomcnil,  of  the  French, 
|Mid  Generals  Lincoln^  la  l^'ayette  and  Steuben  of  the 
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American  army.  General  Knox,  who  commanded  the 
artilleiyj  and  General  do-  PorUil^  chief  engineer^ 
were  also  mentioned  in  terms  of  aigoal  respect  Idea* 

tenants  Colonel  Hamilton  and  Laurens,  gained  im- 
perishable honours  for  the  intrepidity  displajred  ii| 
stdrming  the  redoubt  on  the  14th. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  nnivefsal  joy  at  this 
great  and  imj)ortant  event;  and  that  there  might  not 
be  a  man  in  the  army  deprived  of  the  opportunity  or 
inclination  to  join  in  the  rejcncingVy  the  commander 
in  chief  ordered  that  all  who  were  in  arrest  ur  con- 
finement, should  be  pardoned  and  set  at  liberty.  He 
directed  also  that  divine  serrice  should  be  performed 
in  all  the  brigades  and  divisions^  and  thus  con61odes 
his  order.  "  The  commander  in  chief  recommends 
that  all  the  troops  that  are  not  upon  duty^  do  assist 
atity  with  a  serious  deportment^  and  that  sensibilitgr 
of  heart,  which  tlie  recollection  of  the  surprising  and 
particular  interposition  of  Providence  in  our  favour^ 
claima.''  Congress  also^  after  testifying  their  sense 
of  this  important  achievement,  by  an  unanimous  vote 
of  thanks  to  Washington,  the  Counts  Hochambeau 
and  de  Grasse,  and  their  respective  officers  and  sol- 
diersi  ordered  the  18th  of  December^  to  k^e  observed 
throughout  the  United^  States  as  a  day  of  thanksi* 
giving  and  prayer. 

Five  days  after  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis^  Sir 
Henry  Clintotf  made  his  appearance  off  the  Capes 
of  Virginia^  with  his  long  promised  reinforcement  of 
7000  men ;  bnt receiving  intelligence  of  hia  lordship's 
fhtoy  he  returned  to  New- York.  Comwallis  in  Jiis 
despatches  to  Bit  Henry,  more  than  hinted  that  hie 
(kll  had  been  produced  by  too  firm  a  reliance  on  prOf 

jnises^  that  no  pains  were  taken  to  fulfil.  Indeed  thfi 
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eonduct  of  the  eommander  in  chief  of  the  British  ai> 
mies  in  America,  from  the  moment  it  w&s  known  that . 

.  Washington  had  taniedhMatep»  to  yirf;iiiia9  it  whol- 
ly inexplicable.  He  aeemi  never  io  have  dreamed  of 
the  po<»sibility,  that  the  French  could  acquire  such  aa 
accendancy  as  to  impede  the  operationa  of  the  firitiah 
ieety  and  still  less  to  have  entertained  an  idea^  that 
while  he  was  idly  debating  upon  the  safest  means  of 
transportiog  aid  to  Cornwallis,  Washington  would 
press  forward  to  bis  object  with  unremitting  vigour. 
He  promised  Oomwallis  that  the  auxiliary  force 
should  leave  New- York  on  the  5th  of  October^  but 
for  reasons  which  have  never  been  explained^  and 
which  indeed  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  satisfiM;- 
torily  to  explun,'  the  convoy  did  not  sail  until  the 
iOth^  the  very  day  which  decided  the  fate  of  his  ar- 
my.  He  had  previously  taken  from  CornwaUis  all 
discretionary  power^  by  assurances  that  all  possible 
means  would  be  exerted  to  relieve  him^  thus  making 
it  his  duty  to  remain,  until  nothing  hut  an  actof  despe^ 
ration  could  have  given  him  a.  chance  of  escape. 

The  army  under  the  Marquis  de  St.  Oimon,  reem- 
barked  soon  after  the  surrender,  and  the  Count  de 
^rasse,  though  strongly  urged  by  Washington  to  ex- 
fend  his  cooperation  to  the  army  of  Greene  in  the 
Souths  was  compelled  by  circumstances  uncontrolla- 
ble, to  return  to  \n&  station  in  the  West  Indies.  The 
Count  Hochambeau  cantoned  his  army  for  the  winter 
in  Virginia ;  the  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  brigades 
were  detached  to  the  South,  under  Major  General  St. 
Clair ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  American  army  un- 
der Major  General  Lincoln,  returned  by  way  of  the 
Chesapeake  to  their  former  position  on  the  Hudson. 
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The  year  i781  which^  at  its  commencement,  pre- 
sented the  most  gloomy  prospects  i6  the  United 
States,  closed  with  bright  and  glorious  hopes.  In 
Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  the  American  govern- 
ment was  completely  reestablished  i  and  Cornwallisy 
who  had  extended  the  dominion  of  his  master,  with 
waste  and  havoc,  over  the  whole  southern  continent, 
was  at  length  arrested  in  his  career,  and  now  a  pris- 
oner In  onr  hands.  The  ameliorating  change  in  our 
civil  departments,  kept  pace  with  that  in  our  milita-^ 
ry  affairs.  Robert  Morris,  Esq.  being  placed  at  the 
head  of  our  financial  department,  soon  introduced  a 
new  system,  which  promised  the  most  beneficial 
result ;  and  by  his  exertious  a  national  bank  was  es- 
tablished, to  which  Congress  granted  an  act  of  incor- 
poration, under  the  titleof  the^ani  qfMrth  •imeriea* 
A  change  was  also  made  in  the  war  department,  and 
Major  General  Lincoln  placed  at  its  head.  On  the 
last  day  of  the  year,  Mr.  Laurens,  who  had  been  cap* 
Inred  on  his  way  to  UoUandi  in  the  antuma  of  17€K), 
and  committed,  a  close  prisoner,  to  the  tower  of  Lon- 
don, was  liberated  after  many  fruitless  efibrts  to  pre- 
vail on  him  by  alternate  threats  and  entreaties  to 
abandon  the  canse  of  his  country. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  soon  after  the  surren- 
der of  Comwallis,  in  which  he  had  borne  so  conspi- 
cuous a  share,  obtained  permission  of  Congress  to  re* 
turn  to  his  native  country.  His  zealous  attachmenj^ 
to  the  cause  of  our  independence,  and  his  eminent  ser- 
vices in  the  field,  received  from  Congress  their  merit- 
ed tribute  of  applause ;  and  this  gallant  foreigner  re- 
tired from  onr  shores,  bearing  with  him  the  esteem 
and  gratitude  of  our  citizens,  and  the  affectionate  res- 
pect and  love  of  the  army. 
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,0n  his  return  from  Virginia  Washington  was  re- 
paired by  Congress  to  remain  some  days  in  Pbiladel-' 
phia,  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  their  com- 
mittee, on  the  subject  of  tbe  requisitions  necessary  to 
be  made  on  tbe  several  states^  for  the  establishment 
of  the  army^  and  the  further  measures  to  be  adopted, 
for  the  vigorous  prosecutioil  of  the  advantage  s  gained 
by  the  recent  conquest. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

rens  liherated  from  the  tower, — J^Iarquis  de  la  Fayette  returns 
to  France,^— %^lntiny  in  the  Southern  army. — Skirmishes  be- 
tween  General  Wayne  and  the  enemy, —  IVayne  defeats  a  party  of 
Indians. —  The  enemy  evacuate  Savannah. — Sk  iriu  isJi  on  the  Cam- 
bahcF. — Lieutenant  Colonel  Laurens  is  k  illed. — His  character. — 
Corr,espondence  between  General  Leslie  and  Governour  Mat- 
thews.— Charleston  is  evacuatedj— -Count  de  Grasse  defeated  in 
the  West  Lidies. — Sie^^e  of  Gibraltar. — Mr,  Adamsforms  a  tren- 
t$  with  MoUand  taid  obtains  a  loan.—'PropositUmB  in  the  Bri- 
t  ish  parliamentfor  jmeef^LordMrth  resigna  md  ia  weeeedeA 
by  the  Marfui$  of  Boekingham^Beath  of  this  noMenum^ 
Lord  SMhume  fiaeed  at  the  head  of  ^  .tf imiitufnilioii^— iSSr 
,  Guy  C^aieton  appointed  to  the  eommand  of  the  BrUiehforces  In 
timeriea^Case  of  Captain  Baddy^-'^T  Guy  CarUtonattempta 
a  eorrespmdence  with  Omgreee^'^  paseport  is  refused  to  his 
Secretary. -^Commissioners  appointed  to  negotiate  a  general 
peace, — Negotiation  at  Paris. — Frovisiunai  articles  signed  b^ 
tween  England  and  America, 

The  military  operations  of  the  year  present 
little  more  than  a  few  gkirmisbesy  and  predatory 
excursiona^  and  these  were  principally  confined  to 
the  states  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  in  which  the 
enemy  still  maintained  a  few  trifling  posts.  We  have 
seen  that  General  Greene,  after  reposing  his  army  for 
a  few  weeks  on  the  Santee,  had  moved  down  into  the 
lower  country,  and  that  the  same  enemy  who  had  so 
long  spread  terrour  and  dismay  wherever  they  ap. 
pearedy  were  now  in  their  turn  compelled  to  fly  before 
the  avenging  sword  of  this  brave  and  indefatigable 
officer,  and  to  secure  tliemselves  an  asylum,  l)y  nar- 
rowing the  limits  of  their  adventurous  excursions. — 
VOL.  n.  60 
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The  two  brigndes  under  Migor  General  St  Clairyhad 
now  joined  the  little  army  of  Sreene^  and  about  the 
middle  of  January,  they  moved  to  the  east  side  of  the 
£dbt0y  about  fifty  miles  from  Charleston,  and  near  to 
Jacksonborough.  Here  the  army  lay  for  a  considera- 
ble time,  withia  a  few  miles  of  the  cmemy  without 
ammunition,  many  of  them  without  arms,  and  a  still 
greater  nnmhejr  without  clothing  or  subsistence.  The 
letters  of  General  Greene,  at  this  |)eriod,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  w  ar,  present  a  striking  contrast  to  the  recent 
successes  of  the  grand  army  in  Virginia ;  and  to  add  to 
the  many  embarrassments  which  had  kept  him  for  se- 
ven months  in  the  field  without  taking  off  his  clothes  ' 
for  a  single  night,  a  mutiny  broke  out  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania brigade.  A  scheme  had  been  formed  for  be- 
traying the  army,  which  waa  greatly  inferiour  to  that 
of  the  enemy,  into  their  hands,  but  ifwas  fortunately 
nipped  in  the  bud  by  the  discovery  and  prompt  exe- 
ention  of  the  ringleader^  who  was  a  sergeant  in  the 
Pennsylvania  line. 

These  continued  distresses  in  the  Southern  army 
of  the  United  States,  notwithstandiog  the  reestablish- 
ment  of  the  state  governments,  opened  to  the  enemy  a 
prospect  of  retrieving  their  losses,  which  if  seized  at 
an  earlier  period,  must  have  led  to  the  annihilation  of 
our  power  in  the  South.  But  happily  they  delayed 
to  act,  until  the  favourable  moment  had  passed ;  trust- 
ing to  the  success  of  the  mutineers,  with  whom  they 
had  held  a  constant  correspondence,  all  their  opera- 
tions were  confined  to  a  scheme  of  cooperation,  which 
the  unwearied  vigilance  and  penetration  of  Grreene  de- 
feated« 

One  of  the  first  measures  adopted  by  the  new  le- 
gislature of  South  Carolina,  was  flie  passage  of  a  law 
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for  confiscating  the  estates  and  banishing  the  persons 
of  those  who  had  been  actiTe  friends  of  the  British 
goyemment.  However  wiee  each  a  ueasnre  might 
have  been  at  an  earlier  period  of  our  struggle,  its  ef- 
fect now  was  far  from  being  beneficial.  Many  of  the 
citizens  who  had  joined  the  British  standahi^  had 
done  so  from  compalsion,  or  because  the  power  of  the 
state  or  general  government  was  inadequate  to  their 
protection  $  and  haring  been  forced  into  involnntaiy 
nllegiancey  their  self  preservation  was  made  to  de- 
pend upon  the  activity  of  their  zeal.  It  aroused  the 
appetite  for  speculation,  and  awakened  in  the  enemy 
the  desipi  of  retaliation^  by  which  many  of  the  bept 
friends  irf  government  were  stripped  of  their  property, 
to  make  compensation  to  the  sufferers  under  the  law. 

General  Wayne  in  the  mean  time,  who  had  been 
detached  with*a  part  of  the, Southern  anny  into  Georw 
gia,  was  advancing  rapidly  upon  Savannah,  at  the 
head  of  a  force  not  more  than  half  equal  to  that  of  his 
adversary*  General  Clarke,  who  commanded  in  Sa- 
vannah, npon  receiving  intelligence  of  Wayne's  ad- 
vance, directed  the  officers  commanding  out  posts^  to 
destroy  every  thing  and  retire  to  the  capital.  On  the 
19th  itf  May,  he  detached  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brown^ 
an  ofllcer  of  considerable  enterprise,  at  the  head  of 
850  infantry  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  to  protect  a 
party  of  his  Indian  friends  that  were  then  advancing 
to  Savannah.  Brown  advanced  as  far  as  Ogeachy^ 
but  not  meeting  with  the  Indians,  he  set  out  on  the 
21st,  on  his  return.  Wayne  in  the  mean  time  having 
heard  of  his  advance,  determined  if  possible  to  inter- 
cept him,  and  with  this  view  threw  Umself  by  a  bold 
manoeuvre  into  his  rear.  His  whole  corps  consisted 
of  abont  dOO  man^  chiefly  infantry^  the  van  of  which. 
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composed  of  one  compauy  of  light  infantry  and  a  few 
dra^ojujs  was  led  by  Captain  Parker,  who  was  order- 
ed H  hen  he  met  the  enemy  t»  trust  altogether  to  Uie 
•word  and  bayonet  Brown  bad  to  pass  over  a  caase- 
V  ay.  which  it  was  important  for  Wayne  to  possess  in 

.  order  to  accompU«ih  his  ol^ect  Parker  therefore  mov- 
ed with  celerity^  and  about  10  in  the  forenoon  reached 
the  causeway,  where  lie  was  in  a  few  minutes  met  by 
a  small  patrole  of  the  eaemy's  cavalry^  the  whole  of 
which  he  took  with  the  exception  of  one  dragoon. — 
Brown's  whole  force  being  in  the  mean  time  upon  the 
causeway,  with  his  cavalry  in  front,  they  were  charg- 
ed by  Lieutenant  Bowyer  with  our  horse^  and  being 
thrown  into  confusion  and  driven  back  upon  their  in- 
Ikntry^  which  from  the  narrowness  of  the  causeway 
could  not  be  brought  to  their  support,  Brown  was  com- 
pelled to  fall  back  with  his  whole  column.  Upon 
General  Wayne's  coming  op  with  the  van,  the  enemy 
was  pursued  with  the  hope  of  being  able  to  bring  him 
to  battle,  but  his  retreat  was  made  good  to  Savannah. 

The  Indians  whom  Brown  had  expected  to  meet| 
did  not  reach  their  place  of  rendezvous  until  a  month 
afterwards,  when  hearing  of  Wayne's  position  iu  the 

.  Ticinity,  they  determined  to  fall  upon  his  pickets ;  and 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  d^th  of  Jone^  the  attempt 
was  made.  But  the  Indian  chief  was  deceived  in  his 
expectation  :  instead  of  falling  upon  the  American 
piclLet  he  soon  found  iiimself  fighting  Wayne's  whole 
army ;  and  after  a  most  gallant  action  in  which  bodi 
parties  fought  with  uncommon  bravery,  hand  to  handy 
this  Indian  chief  and  seventeen  of  his  w  arriors  fell, 
and  the  rest  took  to  flight.  They  were  immediately 
pursued  in  all  directions,  and  18  of  them  were  over* 
taken  aud  brought  back.    These  General  Wayne 
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tboiiglit  proper  to  put  to  death.  Our  loss  did  not  ex- 
ceed twelve^  killed  and  wounded. 

Jt  WM  perhaps  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  inci- 
dents that  ever  occurred,  that  a  number  of  Indian 
warriors  should  have  passed  from  the  Creek  nation^ 
ihruugli  the  whole  state  of  Georgia,  without  heing 
seen  or  discovered  by  a  single  individual  who  could 
communicate  the  intelligence  to  General  Wayne.-— 
When  attacked  in  bis  camp  in  the  dark,  he  had  not 
the  most  distant  suspicion  of  the  nature  of  his  antago- 
nists, but  took  it  for  »;t  anted^  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
whole  garrison  of  Bavanuah  hadfalkn  upou  him,  and 
under  this  impression,  detsrming  to  sell  his  life 
dem^ly^  he  exposed  his  person  to  every  hazard,  and 
fought  with  a  gallantry  never  surpassed.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Posey,  and  Captain  Parker  bravely  second- 
ed their  commander,  in  this  unlooked  for  attack,  wiiich 
closed  the  war  in  Georgia^  the  enemy  having  soon 
after  determined  upon  evacuating  Savannah^  the  only 
post  which  they  now  held  in  the  state. 

When  this  measure  was  made  known  to  the  mer- 
chants of  Savannah,  a  deputation  waited  upon  Gene- 
ral Wayne,  under  tlie  protection  of  a  flai;  of  truce>  to 
know  upon  what  conditions  be  would  grant  security  to 
their  persons  and  property.  Wayne  in  his  reply  pro- 
mised present  protection  to  themselves  and  property 
whenever  the  British  garrison  should  withdraw,  but 
referred  the  ultimate  decision  of  their  fate  to  the  civil 
anthori^.  The  merchants  and  other  inhabitants, 
however,  were  not  content  with  this  uncertainty,  and 
sent  a  second  deputation  to  ascertain  the  definitive 
conditions  upon  which  they  might  remain  in  the 
town.  Instructed  in  the  mean  time  by  Govemonr 
Martin^  General  Wayne  now  gave  them  a^buiiuices; 
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that  all  wkD  chose  to  ramaiii  shoald  be  protected  lit 
person  and  property,  and  that  those  who  did  not  owe 
allegiance  to  the  United  States^  shoald  be  allowed  a 
reasonable  ttme  to  dispose  of  their  elTects  and  settle 
their  affairs.  Major  Habersham,  of  Georgia,  Wayne's 
messenger  on  this  occasion,  and  a  gentleman  of  high 
character^  pledged  himself  for  the  Cuthful  observance 
of  these  conditioner  and  the  allkir  being  thus  satisfac- 
torily adjusted,  the  British  garrison  evacnated  the 
place  on  the  ilth  of  July^  and  the  Americans  entered 
it  on  the  same  day. 

Thus  was  Georgia  once  more,  and  forever  restored 
to  the  union,  after  being  in  possession  of  the  enemy  for 
more  than  three  years.  The  town  and  works  of  Sa- 
vannah were  nninjnred  during  the  oocnpation  by  the 
enemy,  for  which  much  credit  is  due  to  Brigadier  Ge- 
neral Clarke,  an  officer  much  esteemed  by  the  Ame- 
ricans for  his  humanily*  It  is  computed  that  Georgia 
lost  by  the  ravages  of  the  enemy  during  the  war^  one 
thousand  of  its  citizens,  and  about  4000  slaves. 

General  Wayne,  after  taking  possession  of  Savan- 
nah^  moved  with  his  army  to  South  Oarolina,  and  hav- 
ing again  joined  General  Greene^  the  concentrated 
troops  moved  nearer  to  Charleston,  with  a  view  of  cut- 
ting off  the  enemy's  supplies  from  the  country,  and 
occasional  skirmishes  look  place,  which  generally  end- 
ed in  driving  the  provision  parties  back  without  gain- 
ing the  object  of  their  excursion.  But  the  British 
ministry  havingi  in  the  mean  time,  heard  of  the  deci- 
sive operations  in  Virginia,  began  seriously  to  think 
of  peace,  and  seeing  the  futility  of  any  further  efforts 
to  maintain  their  possessions  in  the  South,  had  given 
ordiers  for  abandoning  all  ofensive  operations,  and 
e%'acuatin^  their  posts.   General  Leslie^  therefore^  to 
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avoid  the  necessity  of  procuring  supplies  for  his 
troops  at  the  hazard  of  farther  blood,  addressed  a  let- 
ter to  Oeiieral  Qreeney  in  wkicby  after  staling  the  sole 
object  of  hie  inroads  into  the  country,  he  proposed  a 
cessation  of  hostilities,  and  the  consequet\t  discontin- 
uaoce  of  his  foraging  parties,  on  condition  of  being 
permitted  to  pnrchase  from  the  inhabitants  at  a  fair 
price,  such  provisions  as  might  be  necessary  for  his 
army  vn  bile  it  remained  in  Charleston.  If  the  propo- 
sal of  the  British  General  had  terminated  here,  it  is 
possible  that  neither  General  GFreene,  nor  the  civil 
authority,  would  have  found  auy  grounds  of  objec- 
tion to  what,  under  every  consideration,  was  so  ad- 
vantageons  to  themselves.  But  there  was  a  threat  in 
*  the  alternative  which  aroused  their  pride ;  and  on  the 
plea  of  good  faith  to  our  allies,  against  whose  pos- 
sessions in  the  West  indies  it  was  believed  the  Iki- 
tisb  forces  would  be  turned,  and  for  which  expedition, 
more  than  for  their  present  wants,  it  was  alleged  that 
provisions  would  be  amassed,  the  proposition  was 
rejected. 

This  decisioB  on  the  part  of  the  American  military 
and  dvil  aothoritieSf  rendered  it  necessary  for  Gene- 
ral Leslie  to  continue  his  predatory  excursions,  and 
to  endeavour  to  take  that  by  force,  which  he  liad 
shown  his  willingness  to  procure  by  peaceable  pur- 
chase. For  this  purpose,  a  considerable  detachment 
was  fitted  out,  which  under  the  protection  of  their 
armed  vessels,  proceeded  to  the  Combahee  River,  and 
commenced  loading  their  transports  with  provisions. 

The  light  corps  of  General  Greene's  army,  now 
considerably  augmented,  and  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier  General  Gist,  (Lee  having  early  in 
the  present  year  obtained  permission  to  retire  from 
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the  army  on  account  of  his  health)  was  always  held 
in  readiness  to  coanteract  these  excursions  of  the  ene- 
my ;  and  tbis  movement^  therefore^  was  no  sooner 
known  to  Greene,  tlian  Gist  was  detached  in  pursuit 
of  the  party.  He  advanced  by  a  rapid  march^  and 
same  up  with  the  enemy  on  Page's  Point,  on  the  ^ih 
of  August.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Laurens,  the  son  of 
Mr.  President  Laurens,  a  young  officer  of  splendid 
promise,  and  heroick  gallantry,  to  whose  command 
one  division  of  the  lii^ht  corps  had  been  entrusted  on 
its  augmentation,  was  at  the  moment  of  General  Gist's 
marching,  confined  to  his  bed  by  illness ;  but  upon 
being  informed  of  the  intended  enterprise,  nothing 
could  restrain  bis  determination  to  join  his  corps, 
and  coming  up  with  them  just  as  they  reached  the 
point  of  destination^  he  obtained  permission  to  place 
himself  at  the  liead  of  the  van,  which  was  at  some 
distance  in  advance  of  the  main  body.  Perceiving 
that  the  enemy  wen^  preparing  to  retire,  he  determin- 
ed to  strike  at  them,  though  his  force  was  greatly  in- 
feriour,  and  in  the  execution  of  tbis  daring  design, 
'  tbis  intrepid  Jiero  fell  mortally  wounded.  Gist  got 
up  time  enough  to  take  one  of  the  enemy's  trans- 
ports, but  the  remainder  retired  safely  to  Charles- 
ton. 

There  was  something  in  the  character  of  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Laurens,  which  demands  the  particular 

notice  of  the  American  historian.  His  picture  is 
thus  drawn  by  Dr.  Ramsay,  who  knew  him  well,  and 
confirmed  by  Washington,  with  whom  he  had  braved 
most  of  the  dangers  of  the  war.  Nature  had  adorn- 
ed him  with  a  large  proportion  of  her  choke*<t  gifts, 
and  these  were  highly  cultivated  by  an  elegant,  use- 
ful and  practical  sducation.   His  patriotism  was  Of 
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ihe  mimt  ardent  kind.   Tlie,nio»ent  he       of  age, 

be  hrokc  off  from  the  amusements  of  London,  and  on 
his  arrival  in  America,  instantly  joined  tbe  army* 
Wherever  the  war  raged  moat,  there  was  he  to  be 
found.  A  dauntlem  brarery  was  the  least  of  his  vir^ 
tues,  and  an  excess  of  it  liis  greatest  foible.  Uis  va- 
rious talents  fitted  bim  to  shine  in  courts  or  camps^ 
or  popular  assemblies.  He  had  a  heart  to  conceiye^ 
a  bead  to  contrive,  a  tongue  to  persuade,  and  a  band 
to  execute  scbemes  of  tbe  most  extensive  utility  to  bis 
Gonntry,  or  rather  to  mankind^  for  his  enlarged  phi- 
lanthropy, knowing  no  bonnds,  embraced  the  whole 
human  race.  This  excellent  young  man,  w  ho  was 
tbe  pride  of  bis  country,  the  idol  of  tbe  army,  and  an 
ornament  to  human  nature,  lost  his  life  in  the  jS7th 
year  of  his  age,  in  an  unimportant  skirmish  with  a 
forai^ing  party,  in  the  very  last  moments  of  the  war.'' 
It  was  a  singular  circumstance,  aud  thought  worthy 
of  remark  by  Mr.  Burke  in  the  British  parliament 
that  this  young  officer,  whose  father  was  then  a  pris- 
oner in  tbe  tower  of  London,  of  whicli  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  was  constable,  should  be  one  of  tbe  commis- 
sioners to  settle  the  terms  of  that  surrender,  by  which 
CoiTiwallis  himself  became  a  prisoner. 
'  The  activity  of  General  Greene,  evinced  by  thece** 
lerity  with  which  the  light  corps  of  his  .army  moved 
upon  Gombahee,  determined  General  Leslie  for  the 
future  to  confine  liis  foraging  parties  to  the  small 
islands  along  tbe  coast,  which  gave  iiim  but  a  scanty 
and  precarious  subsistenoe.  In  tbe  mean  time,  prepa- 
rations were  openly,  but  slow  ly,  going  on  for  tbeeva^ 
cuation  of  Charleston,  in  the  course  of  which,  some- 
thing occurring  to  excite  tbe  appreheusions  of  tbein- 
kabitants  that  the  enemy  meant  to  cany  off  the  nnme** 
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roas  bodies  of  sltTos  within  their  lioes^  Oovernonr 

Matthews  was  solicited  by  tkeir  owners  to  address 
the  iiritish  General  on  the  subject:  which  he  did  by 
•loiter  on  the  17th  of  August.  In  this  General  Les- 
lie was  infonried^  that  if  the  property  of  any  of  the 
citizens  of  South  Carolina  was  carrie<l  oil  by  the 
British  army,  he  would  seize  upon  the  debts  due  to 
the  British  merchants,  and  the  claims  on  estates  by 
marriage  settlements,  as  well  as  confiscated  estates^ 
to  remunerate  his  fellow-citizens.  This  threat  pro- 
duced a  serious  alarm  among  the  loyalists  and  Bri- 
tish merchants,  at  whose  pressing  solicitations,  Gene- 
ral Leslie  proposed  the  appointment  of  commission- 
ers for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  negotiation  on  behalf 
of  those  concerned,  and  on  the  iOth  of  October,  a  com- 
pact Was  mutually  agreed  upon  between  them,  as  ho- 
nourable and  satisfactory  to  the  two  parties  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  would  admit.  But  in  the  end,  the 
compact  proved  of  but  little  utility,  for  in  violation  of 
plighted  faith,  and  in  spite  of  remonstrance,  the 
greater  part  of  the  negroes,  wiiose  preservation  to 
their  owners  was  the  object  of  the  compact,  were  car- 
ried off  by  the  enemy,  and  sold  in  the  West  Indies, 
for  the  emolument  of  British  officers. 
*  Notwithstanding  the  declared  intention  of  Gene- 
ral Leslie  to  evacuate  Charleston,  early  in  August, 
three  months  passed  away  before  any  serious  prepa- 
rations were  made  to  accomplish  this  desirable  object. 
During  the  greater  part  of  this  time,  General  Greene's 
army  was  in  a  most  deplwable  state  oi  suffering ; 
one  third  of  them,  in  the  plain,  but  expressive  lan- 
guage of  Greene's  official  statement,  having  "  noth- 
ing but  a  breech  cloth  about  them/'  and  tlie  other  two 
thirds  <^  as  ragged  as  wolves.'^  Nor  were  they  bet- 
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ter  fed  iban  clothed — ^iheir  <^  beef  was  perfect  carrion^ 
aiid  even  bad  as  it  was^  they  were  frequently  wiihoat 
any.^'  In  this  sitaation,  it  is  not  wonderful,  that 
General  Greene  should  feel  the  most  anxious  so- 
licitude,  for  the  speedy  accomplishment  of  an  events 
Upon  which  alone  depended  the  relief  of  his  army. 
At  length,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  American  army  and 
citizens,  the  embarkation  of  the  British  troops  was 
completed  on  the  l^^Ui  of  December^  without  interrup- 
tion; and  the  light  troops  und^r  Wayne,  entered  the 
town  the  rear  of  the  enemy  retired.  Govemour 
Matthews,  with  his  suite,  entered  it  on  the  same  day, 
and.  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  all  the  civil  autho* 
rities  were  in  the  peaceful  exercise  of  their  respective 
functions. 

Thus  happily  ended  the  war  in  the  southern  states, 
which  for  three  . years  had  raged  with  unexampled  4M 
Terity.  Daring  this  long  and  arduous  struggle^ 
scarcely  a  family  escaped  the  universal  pressure  of 
distress.  Depredations  were  alike  committed  by 
both  contending  parties.  The  gratification  of  re- 
Tengeful  feelings  exdted  by  priyate  fends  and  ani- 
mosities, found  an  excnse  in  the  confusion  and  tur- 
bulence of  the  times,  and  many  lives  were  thus  sa« 
crificed  to  individuid  enmity  under  jthe  sanction  of  a 
general  cause.  More  than  fourteen  hundred  widows, 
in  South  Carolina,  alone,  were  left  to  mourn  the  wide 
desolation  of  the  sword ;  and  those  families  to  whom 
the  husband  or  the  father  had  been  spared,  were  yet 
made  partakers  in  the  general  affliction,  by  the  loss 
of  those  means  upon  which  their  future  subsistence 
and  happiness  depended. 

After  sufering  so  long  the  restraints  and  priva* 
tions  of  a  garrison  life,  it  may  be  well  imaged  that 
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the  citizens  of  riiarlesioii,  bailed  with  glad  acclaim^ 
the  approaching  period  of  repose ;  while  those  who 
had  been  so  long  exiled  from  their  families  and 
homes,  flew  from  all  quarters  to  join  in  the  geiieial 
joy.  T.o  General  Gieeiie,  this  event  was  a  release 
from  an  accamnlatiou  of  difficulties  and  afflictions^ 
which  had  left  him  no  moment  of  repose  during  the 
whole  period  of  his  command.  The  detail  of  dis- 
tresses which  his  letters  contain^  and  by  which  every 
step  of  his  progress  was  surrounded,  affords  a  me- 
lancholy, but  gratifying  proof,  how  utterly  chimerical 
was  the  idea  of  conquering  a  country  where  such  men 
were  to  be  found.  When  he  entered  upon  his  com- 
mand, he  found  the  scattered  remains  of  a  conquered 
army,  without  clothes,  without  food,  without  hope- 
in  a  country  where  the  spirits  of  those  who  had  not 
ahready  joined  the  enemy,  were  sunk  in  listless  de- 
spondenee.  With  these  troo[is  he  had  to  ma:rch  over 
swaiii[)s  and  rivers,  ami  inhospitable  barrens,  con- 
tending at  every  step  with  a  proud  and  victorious  foe, 
in  every  thing  his  soperiour.  Constantly  moving  from 
jthe  upper  confines  of  North  Carolina  to  the  southern 
extremity  of  Geori;ia,  through  conquered  oi  disaficct- 
ed  settlements,  neither  winter  nor  summer  gave  him 
time  for  repose.  Unable  to  procure  supplies  from 
.  the  proper  souiTe,  his  own  personal  flecurity  was 
pledged  to  a  large  amount  for  the  subtjisience  of  his 
troops.  Over  all  Jthese  embarrassments,  the  prudence, 
the  fortitude,  and  the  ability  of  Greene  triumphed. 
His  laborious  campaigns  ended  in  the  restoration  of 
these  states  to  their  rightful  authorities. 

The  war  in  Europe,  and  on  the  seas,  during  the 
present  tranquillity  in  America,  still  raged  with  una- 
i>ateil  fury.    The  combined  fleets  of  France  an<^ 
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jbffLiu,  were  successively  addiog  island  after  island 
in  the  West  Indies,  to  their  respective  monarchiesi . 
and  the  power  of  Great  Britain  seemed  to  be  every 
where  reduced  to  the  shadow  of  its  former  gieaiiiess. 
In  this  state  of  things,  while  ihe  two  fleets  were  se* 
parated,  that  of  the  Spanish  Admiral,  at  Hiispaniola, 
and  that  of  the  Count  de  (irasse  at  Mai  tinique,  Ad- 
miral Rodney  formed  a  junction  with  Sir  Samuel 
Hood,  and  with  their  united  fleet,  amounting  to  36 
sail  of  the  line,  came  up  with  the  Ckrant  de  Orasse  on 
the  8th  of  April,  on  his  way  to  join  the  Spanish  Ad- 
miral. The  two  fleets  were  nearly  equal,  the  Count 
having  two  ships  less  than  Admiral  Rodney.  Some 
partial  skirmisliin«;  continued  for  three  or  four  days, 
in  which  two  of  the  French  ships  were  entirely  disa- 
bled }  and  on  the  ISth,  at  7  in  the  morning,  a  general 
action  commenced,  which  lasted  for  near  twelve  hours. 
This  circumstance  alone  is  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
battle  was  fought  with  undaunted  bravery  on  both 
sides ;  but  our  brave  friends  and  allies,  whq  had  so 
lately  quitted  the  Chesapeake  in  the  triumph  of  vic- 
tory, were  now  compelled  to  yield  to  British  prowess, 
'[fhe  8laut;htcr  on  board  the  i^iench  ships  was  al- 
most incredible ;  on  board  of  one  ship  alone,  up- 
wards of  400  were  killed.  Eight  ships  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  and  among  them  the  Count's  Hag 
ship,  the  Villede  Paris,  of  110  guns,  and  1300  men. 
This  signal  victory  completely  turned  the  tide  of  af- 
fairs in  the  West  Indies,  and  prevented  the  Au  tiier 
prosecution  of  the  schemes  of  conquest  v^hich  hacl 
been  planned  by  the  allied  powers, 

Tl^  siege  of  Gibraltar  which  soon  followed,  and 
the  successful  resistance  of  General  Elliott  Hi»;ainst 
the  most  extraordinary  combination  of  military  en- 
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gmeSf  iliat  the  ingenaitj  of  man,  intent  upon  de- 
struction ever  invented^  put  an  end  to  the  war  in  Eu- 
rope^ each  of  the  three  great  belligerents  having  now 
met  with  each  a  defeat^  as  napedively  disposed 
tlicm  to  think  of  peace. 

l^he  successful  negotiation  of  Mr.  John  Adams^ 
had  in  the  mean  time^  procored  the  acknowledgment 
of  American  independence  by  the  States  General  of 
Holland^  and  by  his  indefatigable  exertions,  a  treaty 
of  alliance  and  amity  was  soon  signed  between  the 
two  republicks.  Mr.  Adams  also  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining a  considerable  loan  of  money,  which  in  the 
exhausted  state  of  their  resources,  proved  a  seasona- 
ble and  acceptable  offering  to  his  countrymen. 

The  long  continuance  of  the  war^  and  the  disasters 
which  it  brought  wilh  it  to  all  classes  of  people,  ren- 
dered all  preparation  for  its  further  prosecution  ex- 
tremely unpopular  through  every  part  of  the  British 
empire.  Petitions  to  his  Majesty,  setting  forth  the 
delusions  of  his  ministry,  the  alarming  increase  of 
burdens  on  the  people  to  support  a  war  which  could 
Mever  accomplish  the  subjection  of  the  revolted  colo- 
nies, were  presented  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
Various  motions  were  made  in  parliament  tending  to 
declare  the  injurious  effects  of  any  future  attempts  to 
reduce  the  Americans  to  obedience^  and  the  necessity 
of  a  general  peace  to  restore  the  exhausted  energies 
of  tlie  nation.  The  fate  of  these  motions  from  time 
to  time  showed  the  declining  influence  of  the  minis- 
try, until  at  length  on  the  S7th  of  February,  General 
Conway,  whose  exertions  had  been  unremitted,  ob- 
tained a  majority  on  his  motion^  for  an  address  to  his 
Majesty;  praying  '<t}iat  he  will  be  pleased  to  give 
directions  to  Li:^  miuisters  not  to  pursue  any  longer 


Digiiiz 


AUEEICAN  REVOLUTION. 


487 


the  impracticable  object  of  reducing  his  majesty^s 
revolted  Colonies  by  force,  to  their  allegiance^  by  a 
war  on  the  continent  of  America  $  and  assaring  hia 
majesty  that  his  faithful  commoners  will  most  cheer- 
fully concur  with  him  in  such  measures,  as  may  be 
found  necessary  to  accelerate  the  blessings  of  returning 
peace/*  The  debate  on  tiiis  motion  occupied  the 
house  until  S  o^clock  in  the  morning,  and  so  great 
was  the  joy  manifested  on  its  being  carried,  that  se- 
rious apprehensions  were  entertained  by  the  secreta- 
ries of  state,  that  the  city  would  become  the  scene  of 
alarmiiii;  tiiiiiult.  On  the  4tli  his  majesty  ausvvered 
his  commons  *^  that  in  pursuance  of  their  advice,  he 
would  take  such  measures  as  should  appear  to  him 
the  most  conducive  to  the  restoration  of  harmony  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  revolted  Colonies,'^  This 
was  not  such  an  answer  as  General  Conw  ay  had  ex- 
pectedy  or  intended  to  produce  by  his  address  ;  there 
was  still  too  much  of  that  insincerity,  and  indefinite 
expresjsion,  which  characterized  the  ministry,  and  the 
General  had  no  disposition  to  trust  to  their  equivocal 
construction.  He^  therefore^  after  the  usual  vote  of 
thanks,broughtforward  two  other  motions.  I.  <<That 
nothing  could  so  essentially  promote  the  great  objects 
of  his  majesty's,  paternal  care^  as  the  measures  his 
faithful  Commons^  had  humbly^  though  earnestly^ 
recoiumLiukd  to  his  Majesty  and  2d.  ^<  That  the 
House  will  consider  as  enemies  to  his  Majesty 
and  the  country^  all  those  who  should  advise  a  pro- 
secution of  offensive  war  on  the  continent  of  North 
America.'^  The  meanini^  of  these  could  not  be  mis- 
taken ;  and  thoui;h  some  feeble  opposition  was  made 
to  them  by  the  declining  ministry^  they  passed  wlth-^ 
out  a  division. 
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On  the  same  day,  it  was  thous^lit  proper  to  take  the 

command  of  his  majesty's  forces  in  America,  out  of 
the  hands  of  Sir  Henry  CliDion,  and  place  it  in  those 
of  Sir  Guy  Carleton.   There  is  something  inexplica- 
ble in  the  policy,  by  which  the  Ensjlish  ministry  con- 
ducted their  American  afl'airs,  from  the  earliest  ap- 
pearance of  rebellion,  down  to  the  s^lorious  close  of 
oar  revolution.   Continually  resolving  upon  decisive 
measures,  they  were  as  continually  thwarted  by  the 
employment  of  ineflicient  means  of  execution.  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  to  whom  a  force  had  been  entrusted^ 
at  all  times  adequate  to  the  annihilation  of  the  Ame- 
rican army,  if  it  had  been  properly  directed,  had  not  a 
single  attribute  of  a  great  GeneraL    With  only  zeal 
enough  to  be  active  in  the  prosecution  of  a  petty  sys- 
tem of  war&re,  that  required  neither  boldness  of  de- 
sii;n,  noracnipness  orjudi^ment,  he  should  never  Iiave 
been  placed  in  a  spliere  that  demanded  the  continu- 
al exercise  of  both.  He  had  neither  foresight  enough 
to  look  beyond  the  present  moment,  nor  energy  to  com- 
pensate for  his  want  of  sa2;acity.  He  would  have  done 
well  under  the  orders  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  or  Cornwal- 
lis ;  but  if  the  war  had  continued  for  years  longer,  his 
s;euius  could  never  have  raised  him  to  the  first  rank* 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  when  there  was  no  lon- 
ger occasion  for  the  exercise  of  military  talents,  Great 
Britain  called  to  the  head  of  her  armies  one  of  the  first 
ficnerals  of  the  age,  who  liad  been  suffered  to  pass 
the  most  important  period  of  her  struggle,  in  the  in- 
active employment  of  a  civil  government.   By  what 
-  extraordinary  infatuation  this  imbecile  system  of  ope- 
rations was  so  long  kept  up  by  the  British  rulers, 
would  pu7«%le  the  profoundest  statesman.    W  e  have 
*  reasoui  however,  to  congratulate  ourselves^  onthesen- 
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iiiinanoe  of  their  blindness^  wh&lmr  naj  lift^bem 

tlie  fatality  that  produced  it.  \ 

The  adoption  of  the  motions  of  General  GonlfVy, 
gave  nneq^aiTocal  evidence^  ibai  the  minieten  had 
the  confidence  of  the  nation^  and  a  consequent  changn 
became  indispensable.  On  the  20th  of  March,  there- 
fore^  Lord  Norths  whose  unhappy  administration  had  \ 
reduced  bis  country  to  the  verge  of  dieeolution,  gave 
notice  that  his  Majesty  had  determined  to  change  his 
ministers,  and  in  a  speech  of.  considerable  interest,  in 
which  he  spoke  of  the  trying  scenes  throogh  which 
he  had  for  so  nian\  vears  conducted  the  aflSurs  pf  go- 
vernment, and  which,  he  might  have  added,  were  all 
produced  by  his  own  perverse  system  of  policy,  he 
took  leave  of  the  house  as  minister.  The  Marquis  oC 
Bockhigham  was  placed  at  the  head  ef  the  new  admi- 
nistration, but  made  it  one  of  the  conditions  of  hisac- 
liUl^tance,  that  there  should  he  peace  ^^  \ih  the  Ame|i-» 
eaas^  and  that  the  acknowledgement  of  their  indepSi,- 
4ence  should  be  no  bar  to  ite  attainment 

The  hopes  excited  in  England  by  the  appointment 
of  a  man  of  Lord  Rockingham^s  known  integrity  and 
talents,  and  of  principles  so  completely  in  accordance 
with  the  wishes  of  the  nation,  were  but  of  short  con- 
tinuance. The  death  of  this  amiable  nobleman  on  tiie 
ist  of  July^  produced  new  difficulties,  and  new  scenes 
of  cDnfbsion  in  the  ministry,  as  it  was  followed  by  the 
promotion  of  Lord  Shclliuiue,  to  the  vacant  place,  who 
itwas  known  was  strongly  opposed  to  the  acknowledge- 
ment of  American  independence.  Lord  John  Gaveai- 
dish  and  Mr.  Fox  immediately  resigned  their  places^ 
the  former  as  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  the  latter  as 
prindpal  secretary  of  state.  The  reason  assigned  liy 
llr.  Fox  for  this  step  was  that  the  system  in  which* 
'  VOL*  ti.  '  6S 
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he  Gonsentecl  to  uaite  in  the  new  coalitioii^  wns  not 

likely  to  be  pursued,  in  as  much  as  the  first  principle 
of  that  system^  the  uncondiiiunal  acknuwledgementof  ' 
the  independence  of  the  United  States^  wfi«  in  oppo* 
eition  to  the  known  sentiments  of  his  lordship.  Lord 
Shelburne,  however,  beins;  thus  called  u|)i)n  to  de- 
clare his  opinions  avowed  that  though  his  sentiments 
with  regard  to  American  independence  were  unchang- 
ed^  he  now  regarded  it  as  a  neces^arg  evil,  to  which 
his  country  must  submit,  in  order  to  avoid  a  greater. 
Mr.  William  Pitt,  son  of  Lord  Chatham,  succeeded 
Lord  Cavendish  as  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  Mr. 
Fitzherbert  and  Mr.  Oswald  were  appointed  to  meet 
the  American  commissioners  atParis^  for  the  purpose 
of  settling  provisional  articles  of  a  peace  between  the 
twd  cinntriesy  to  be  confirmed  by  a  subsequent  gene- 
ral peace  between  all  the  contending  [)ou  eia. 

The  British  forces  bad  in  the  mean  time  evacuated 
«11  the  posts  which  they  held  in  the  United  States^ 
with  the  exception  of  New-Tork;  and  nothing  had 
occurred  north  of  the  Potomack,  to  interrupt  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  year  17B^^  save  only  the  wanton  and 
atrodous  execution  of  a  Captain  Uuddy^  of  Jersey. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  an  association  of  refugees 
had  been  formed  in  New- York,  under  the  auspices  of 
8ir  Henry  Clinton^  calling  themselves  the  aaaaciated 
loari(^laj/aluit89  by  whom  depredations  and  enor- 
mities had  been  committed  ai^ahist  their  delenceiess 
countrymen,  w  hich  far  outstripped  in  number  and 
-atrocity  y  the  most  vindictive  cruelties  of  any  other  por- 
tion of  the  enemy.  The  prospect  of  peace  which  filled 
the  breasts  of  every  otherclass  of  people  in  our  coun- 
try^  both  friends  and  foes^  with  joyous  anticipations^ 
.  .Wfts  to  them  the  harbinger  of  despair.  Disappointed 
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in  all  tiieir  sanguine  expectations  of  arresting  the  re- 
beUitm  of  their  coantrymen,  and  oonsdons  that  their 
conduct  had  excluded  them  from  all  claim  to  mercy  at 
their  hands,  they  saw  in  the  defeat  of  their  ministe- 
rial friends,  the  ruin  of  their  own  hopes,  and  in  the 
desperation  of  their  feelings,  they  resolved  npon 
plunging  into  still  deeper  atrocities,  and  adding  still 
more  deadly  iojuriea  to  the  provocatioos  already 
given  to  their  countrymen.  In  this  vindictive  spirit  a 
party  of  the  loyalists  under  the  direction  of  a  Captain 
Lippincott,  marched  over  to  Jersey,  and  on  Sunday^ 
the  ^th  of  March,  attacked  the  Blockhouse  on  Tom's 
river,  commanded  by  Captain  Joshua  Huddy,  who 
after  a  gallant  defence  was  taken  prisoner  and  carried 
to  New -York,  where  he  was  kept  in  close  confine* 
ment  until  the  i2th  of  April.  ' 

While  he  remained  in-custody,  attaii  by  the  iinib 
of  Philip  White,  was  taken  by  a  party  of  the  Jersey 
people,  and  killed  in  attempting  to  make  his  escape 
from  the  guard*  This  served  as  a  pretext  for  revenge, 
and  Captain  Hodldy  was  immediately  conveyed  to 
the  Jersey  shore,  and  without  trial,  and  with  every 
mark  of  cruel  indignity,  hanged :  the  loyalists  at 
the  moment  of  his  execution,  exclaiming  with  shouts 
of  savage  joy,  «  Up  goes  Huddy  for  Philip  Whiie,^* 
When  this  affair  was  made  known,  the  whole  Ame- 
rican army  cried  out  for  retaliation ;  and  General 
Washington  found  himself  under  the  painful  necessi- 
ty of  informing  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  that  unf^ss  the 
murderers  of  Huddy  were  given  up  to  justice,  a  Bri-  ^ 
tish  officer  of  equal  rank  should  suffer  death.  For  this 
purpose  it  became  necessary  to  decide  by  lot  among  a 
iHimber  of  British  prisoners  in  the  American  camp, 
and  the  chance  fell  upon  Captain  Asgiil,  a  young 
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genileman  of  family,  of  high  accomplisbments  and  in- 
teresting manners*  He  was  immedialeljr  put  into 
close  custody,  and  sentence  of  death  passed  npon  him. 
A  court  martial  was  in  the  raean  time  ordered  by  8ir 
Ueory  Clinton,  for  the  trial  of  Lippinoott,  but  before 
its  investigations  were  coniniencedi  BirGuj  Carleton  ^ 
arrived  to  take  the  command.  From  the  known  hn- 
IDanity  of  this  officer,  every  thing  was  expected  which 
could  satisfy  the  claims  of  justice,  and  Washington 
himself  hoped  that  he  would  be  spared  the  palnfnl 
task  of  making  the  innocent  suffer  for  the  guilty.  Oua 
•f  8ir  Guy^s  first  acts  was  to  break  up  the  associated 
boa.rd  of  loyalists,  and  thus  put  a  stop  to  the  insults 
and  cruelties  which  they  were  continually  practising 
upon  their  countrymen.  This  strongly  evinced  his 
disposition  to  do  justice,  and  when  after  a  long  sit« 
ting  the  Court  Martial  acquitted  Captain  Lippincott 
of  the  murder  laid  to  his  charge,  Sir  Guy  Carletoa 
forwarded  the  proceedings  to  Washington,  accompa- 
nied with,  a  letter,  in  which  he  assured  him  that  not- 
withstanding the  acquittal  of  Lippincott,  a  further 
inquiry  should  be  prosecuted  into  the  measure,  which 
he  unequivocally  condemned.  During  all  this  time^ 
the  interest  which  the  fate  of  Captain  Asgill  had 
excited,  w  as  gradually  extending  itself.  A  pathe» 
tick  letter  was  addressed  by  his  mother,  lady  Asgill, 
to  the  Count  de  Yergennes,  by  whom  it  was  comma- 
nicated  to  the  King  and  Queen  of  France,  who  joined 
in  an  appeal  to  Washington,  which  the  humanity  of 
his  feelings  could  not  withstand.  If  bis  own  heati 
alone  had  been  consulted,  his  instant  release  of  the 
prisoner  would  have  rendered  this  appeal  unnecessa* 
ry  ;  but  the  private  feelings  of  Washington  were  ever 
subservient  to  publick  duty.  Congress  had  now  taken 
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up  the  affair,  and  it  became  necewary  to  refer  the  com- 
manicatioBS  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes  to  their  de- 
ebioo.  ThU  he  did  in  a  letter  from  himeelfy  in  which 
he  pronounced  his  opinion  on  the  side  of  hnmanity. 
Congress  after  some  deliberation  gave  orders  for  the 
release  of  Captain  Asgilly  and  the  joyful  tidings  were 
commnnicated  to  the  Captain  in  a  letter  from  the  com* 
mander  in  chief  himself,  in  which  he  declared  that 
his  release  was  as  great  a  relief  to  his  own  feelingSf. 
as  it  could  be  to  those  of  his  prisoner. 

The  proceedin£;s  of  Congres?*,  as  founded  upon  the 


recent  military  events,  must  nc^w  claim  our  attention. 
.  The  French  court,  who  hadi  been  for  some  time 


'  anxious  to  set  on  foot  negotiations  for  a  general  peacoi^ 

and  had  lieen  urging  the  United  States  to  the  appoint- 
ineiit  of  commissioners  for  thai  purpose,  on  receiving 
intelligence  of  Comwallis's  surrendert  feitve  instruc* 
tiotts  to  their  minister  to  press  the  subject  upon  Con- 
gress, under  the  supposition  that  this  heavy  disaster 
would  dispose  Great  Britain  to  listen  to  favourable 
terms.   France  felt  the  greatest  anxiety  on  this  sub- 
ject, because  by  the.exiBting  treaties  with  the  United 
btates,  she  was  precluded  from  making  a  separate 
peace,  which  was  now  become.extremely  desirable, 
and  because  ehe  feared  from  the  pertinacity  which  had 
been  evinced  by  Mr.  Adams  in  pursuing  his  own 
measures  in  Holland,  without  deference  to  tlie  policy 
of  the  French  court,  that  claims  might  be  obstinately 
ni^d  hy  him  which  would  create  an  insuperable  bar 
to  a  general  pacification,  according  to  the  terras  of  ex- 
isting treaties.    The  French  minister  therefore,  not 
only  objected  to  Mr.  Adams  as  sole  negotiator,  hut 
endeavouied^  by  representing  him  as  extremely  dis- 
agireeable  to  the  French  Court,  to  have  him  altoge- 
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ther  excluded.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  of  course 
objected  to  sacrifice  him  to  the  resentment  of  the  Count 
de  Yergeiinesy  aod  endeavoured  to  smooth  the  diffi- 
cnlty  by  proposing  to  give  him  instruction  to  do  noth- 
ing in  his  negotiation  without  the  consent  and  appro- 
bation of  the  French  Court;  but  even  this  did  not 
prove  satisfactory,  as  it  was.  alleged  that  Mr. 
Adams  might  equally  obstruct  the  nes;otiations  by  re- 
fusing to  do  any  things  and  it  was  finally  determined 
by  Congress  to  associate  with  Mr.  Adams,  Dr.  Frank* 
Un,  and  John  Jay  and  Henry  Laurens,  Esquires^  for 
whom  commissions  were  accordingly  issued. 
.  The  influence  wiiich  the  French  Court  had  acquir- 
ed over  the  counsels  of  our  country,  may  be  strongly 
pereeived  in  the  instructions  given  to  these  commis- 
sioners.   That  the  King  of  France  had  contributed 
largely  to  bring  about  those  events  which  entitled  us 
to  claim  an  acknowledgement  of  our  independence, 
cannot  be  denied  ;  but  there  was  something  subser- 
vient in  the  gratitude  of  Congress,  unworthy  of  that 
•  spirit  which  had  prompted  them  in  the  beginning  to 
rely  upon  their  own  strength^  and  to  declare  them- 
selves independent,  when  they  had  no  hope  of  foreign 
aid.    Thety  directed  their  commissioners,  to  make 
the  most  candid  and  confidential  oommnnication  on 
all  subjects  to  the  French  Court ;  to  undertake  nothing 
in  the  negotiation  for  peace,  without  their  knowledge 
and  concurrence;  and  ultimately  to  govern  themselves 
by  their  advice  and  opinion.   And  this  they  were 
ordered  to  do  in  sucli  a  manner  as  to  convince  his 
most  Christian  Majesty,  how  much  they  relied  on  his 
influence  for  .effectual  support,  in  everg  thing  wees- 
9ury  to  th^  present  security  or  future  prosperity  of 
the  United  States, 
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On  the  inbjeci  of  bouadaries,  they  wete  directed 
to  govern  themselves  by  the  instmctions  which  had 

Leeo  already  given  to  Mr.  Adams,  in  1779  and 
1780.  Id  the  event  of  an^  difficulty  arising  from 
the  badewarineMS  of  Great  Britain  to  make  a  for- 
mal acknowledgement  of  oor  independence^  they  were 
permitted  to  agree  to  a  truce,  or  make  such  other 
eonceswUma  as  might  not  affect  the  aubatance  of  what 
we  contended  for,  and  provided  Great  Britain  was 
not  left  in  possesbiuu  of  any  part  of  the  thirteen  Uni- 
ted States. 

It  was  perhaps  fortonate  for  ns,  that  before  the 
jneeting  of  the  commissioners  at  Paris,  Oreat  Britain 

had  been  brought  to  recede  from  her  hi^^h  stand,  and 
togive  np  all  hopes  of  peace  upon  any  terms  short  of 
an  acknowledgement  of  onr  independence.  This  dis- 
position, though  it  cost  a  severe  blow  to  her  pride  to 
avow  it,  was  manifested  by  the  instructions  of  the 
minister  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton :  whicb^  though  they 
seemed  to  be  founded  on  the  hope  that  Congress 
might  be  induced  to  enter  into  a  separate  negotiatiou, 
nevertheless  authorised  the  explicit  admission  of 
their  independence  as  the  groundwork  of  negotia- 
tion. Sir  Guy  Carleton  had  endeavoured  immedi- 
ately after  his  arrival  in  the  counUy,  to  (»pcn  a  cor- 
respondence with  Congress,  and  with  this  view 
wrote  to  General  Washington  to  solicit  a  passport 
'  for  his  secretary^  Mr.  Morgan.  Washington  rtfeir-* 
red  the  request  to  Congress,  who  promptly  and  pe- 
remptorily refused  it;  and  passed  a  resolution^  that 
they  would  enter  into  no'  discussion  of  any  overtures 
for  pacification,  but  in  concert  with  his  most  Chris- 
tian Majesty.  As  a  further  evidence  uf  their  iixed 
determination  on  this  head^  they  recommended  to  the 
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•evenl  stetea  to  exclude  by  law  all  sohjects  of  faii 
Britannick  Majesty  from  tbeir  respective  limiti;  dur^ 
ing  the  war.  Sir  Guy  Carleton  was  compelled^ 
tberefore^  to  abandoa  all  hope  of  effecting  the  object 
of  the  ministry^  by  drawing  the  Congreea  into  a 
separate  discussion. 

Congress  could  not  have  given  a  stronger  pro(^  of 
good  faith  to  their  allies,  than  in  thna  refasing  all 
overtnrea  from  Great  Britain  at  such  a  moment  . 
They  were  almost  without  an  army;  the  loan  from 
Holland  had  not  been  received;  the  minister  of  • 
finance  was  exhaustedf  and  had  stretched  his  credit 
to  its  utmost  point ;  the  patience  both  of  officers  and 
soldiers  was  nearly  spent ;  and  money  was  at  an  in- 
terest of  5  per  cent  a  month.  The  important  posts  of 
the  North  River  lay  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy^  and 
discontents  every  where  prevailed  to  the  most  alarm- 
ing degree.  The  idea  of  carrying  on  the  war  under 
anch  circnmstancesy  when  peace  conld  be  obtained 
upon  terms  which  promised  to  secure  all  the  objects  of 
flie  war,  evinced  a  chivalrick  fidelity  to  their  French 
allies^  which  Congress  had  seldom  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  observe  to  their  immediate  constitoents.  It 
is  doubtful,  however^  m  hether  this  spirit  could  have 
outlasted  another  campaign^  unless  some  extraordina- 
ry means  had  been  devised  to  bring  the  resources  of 
the  country  into  more  active  operation.  The  new  bank 
which  was  opened  ou  the  first  of  the  year,  had  indeed 
afibrded  soiiie  facilities  to  our  minister  of  finance,  and 
enabled  him  for  a  time  to  support  the  publick  credit 
by  anticipating  the  taxes ;  but  the  states,  so  long  as 
ihey  saw  any  other  means  of  raising  money,  failed 
to  levy  or  collect  their  taxes^  and  at  the  end  of  three 
months^  the  bank  was  as  anwilling  to  extendiheir 
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credit  to  the  United  States,  as  individoals  had  been> 

and  Mr.  Morris  found  himself  again  called  upon  to 
provide  for  a  three  moath's  expenditure,  without  a 
dollar  in  hisliandfly  or  credit  to.that  amonni  It  if 
true,  the  generosity  of  our  ally  had  allowed  us  a 
inoDthly  grant  of  500,000  livres  toumois ;  but.  tliis 
sum  was  but  half  sufficient  for  the  current  expenses^ 
and  it  was  absolutely  essential  to  provide  for  hea^ 
arrearages. 

In  this  critical  situation^  the  refusal  of  Congress  to 
listen  to  any  separate  overtures  for  peace,  which 
•  would  at  once  have  relieved  them  from  the  heaviest 
of  their  difficulties,  their  scrupulous  observance  of 
a  national  contract,  at  the  expense  of  national  inte- 
rest and  advantage,  may  be  regarded  as  a  singular 
instance  of  good  faith.  Happily  this  i:;(M)d  faith  was 
not  put  to  the  test  of  another  stcuggie ;  for  Sir  Guy 
Carleton.was  soon  authorised  to  announce  to  Wash- 
ingCon,  that  the  negotiations  for  a  general  peace  had 
already  commenced  at  Paris,  and  that  preparations 
were  making  in  England  for  an  immediate  and  gene- 
ral exchange  of  prisoners*  This  intelligence  ,  was 
soon  followed  by  the  arrival  of  three  transports  with 
a  large  body  of  the  prisoners  themselves,  and  it  be- 
came no  longer  a  matter  of  doubt  that  peace  was  at 
hand. 

The  commissioners  at  Paris,  of  whom,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  Stales,  iJr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Jay  only 
had  met,  were  in  the  mean  time  proceeding  but  slow- 
ly in  the  great  work  of  pacification.  Two  difficult 
'  ties  occurred  in  the  outset,  which  seemed  to  threaten 
a  rupture  of  the  negotiations.  Thoug{i  the  Spanish 
Govemonr  of  Louisiana  had  pnblickly  recognised  the 

•     independeuoe  of  the  United  States  so  earl^  as  Au- 
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gust  17799  at  New  Orleans,  no  fnrmal  acknbwleclge- 

ment  of  it  had  been  raiule  by  the  court  of  Spain,  with 
whom  all  Mr.  Jay's  ellorts  to  ne;;otiate  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  alliance^  had  proved  fruitless.  Under 
these  circumstances,  Mr.  Jay  lhou2;ht  himnelf  ju^ti^i- 
able  in  declining  to  act  wiUi  the  Count  de  Arauda, 
the  Spanish  ambassadour^  unless  that  minister  would 
a£;ree  to  an  exchange  of  commissions.  On  the  other 
hand,  Mr.  Oswald,  the  British  commissioner  apjiolnt- 
ed  to  treat  w  ith  the  Americans^  was  not  authorised  to 
acknowledge  their  independence  in  the  first  instancoi 
but  merely  to  make  it  the  subject  of  a  provisional  tLT* 
tide  of  ,  the  treaty.  To  this  Mr.  Jay  objected,  on  the 
ground  that  as  the  United  States  must  necessarily 
continue  annexed  to  France  by  the  treaty,  and  be 
com|>elled  to  iii^lit  her  battles,  and  promote  her  views, 
no  peace  could  be  accomplished,  until  their  indepen- 
dence was  acknowledged,  and  that  this  acknowledge- 
ment therefore^  must  b^  a  preliminary  to  negotiations 
for  a  peace.  The  French  minister,  on  the  contrary, 
by  whose  ^<  advice  anil  opinion''  the  American  com- 
missioners were  instructed  ultimately  to  govern  them- 
selves, thought  the  provisional  acknowledgement  quite 
suthcieut,  and  conse(piently  that  the  powers  of  Mr. 
Oswald  embraced  all  that  was  necessary.  .  Dr. 
ITranklin,  and  the  Spanish  ambassadou'r  agreed  with 
the  Count  de  Vergennes,  bul  .Mr.  Jay  persisted  in  iiis 
objections,  in  which  be  was  so  far  countenanced  by 
.  Mr.  Adams,  that  he  refused  to  leave  Holland,  and 
join  in  the  negotiation,  until  new  powers  should  be 
given  to  Mr.  Oswald. 

In  this  stat^  of  mutual  misunderstanding,  aH'airs 
remained  for  several  months,  until  Mr.  Jay  succeeded 
in  convittciug  Mr.  Oswald  lumbcll  ol  the  validity  of 
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his-^objeetioiiiy  aod  of  gaining.oyer  hi«  coUeaf^ae^  Br. 

Franklin,  to  his  views.  The  French  and  Spanish 
ministers^  in  the  mean  timej  perplexed  at  the  obsU- 
aacjr  of  the  American  commbsioner^  secretly  des- 
patched a  confidential  messenger  to  England^  with 
the  view,  as  it  was  suspected,  of  obtainin;;  a  private 
audience  of  Lord  Shelburne,  before  the  application 
for  a  new  commission  could  be  made  to  him.  This 
business,  however,  was  not  conducted  in  so  secret  a 
manner,  but  that  Mr.  Jay  receiv  ed  intelligence  of  it, 
in  time  to  counteract  the  effett  of  any  overtures  that 
it  might  be  intended  to  make  to  the  British  minister, 
by  explainini^  to  his  lordship  the  reasnninj;  which 
had  served  to  convince  Mr.  Oswald,  and  the  mutual 
advantages  which  would  obviously  result  from  treat* 
ing  separately  with  the  United  States,  as  indepea* 
dent.  * 

Lord  Shelburne,  whose  system  of  politicks,  as  has 
been  seen,  had  yielded  to  necessity,  and  who  no  Ion* 
ger  entertained  even  a  remote  hope  that  any  thing 
could  be  gained  by  still  refusing  to  acknowledge  tho 
independence  of  the  United  States,  readily  listened  to 
the  communications  of  Mr*  Jay,  and'  a  new  commis- 
sion was  immediately  issued,  not  only  empowering 
Mr.  Oswald  to  make  the  required  acknowledgement 
but  authorising  him  to  treat  separately  with  the  com- 
missioners of  the  United  States.  This  was  the  great 
object  at  which  the  American  commissioners  aimed  ; 
as  by  this,  they  were  enabled  to  insist  upon  their 
right  to  an  equal  participation  of  the  fisheries  on  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland,  from  which  they  belicvod 
it  to  i>o  no  less  the  wish  of  France  than  of  England, 
to  exclude  them. 
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Mr.  Adams  left  Holland,  as  soon  as  he  heard  of 
this  new  arrangement,  and  arrived  in  Paris  towards 
the  latter  end  of  October.  The  negotiation  was  im- 
mediately o|>ened,  and  contrary  to  the  express  instruc-i 
tions  of  (*ongres8,  not  only  without  tlie  advice  and 
approbation  of  the  French  minister^  but  without  his 
privity.  Mr.  Oswald  for  some  time  strenuously  con- 
tended against  the  ri2;ht  of  the  Americans  to  the  fish- 
eries; hut  the  eloquence  of  the  Americaa  negotiators 
upon  a  subject  in  which  their  constituents  were  so. 
nearly  concerned^  was  tt  length  irresistibiey  and  this 
point  heing  reluctantly  yielded,  provisional  articles 
were  soon  after  agreed  upon  and  signed  on  the  30th 
of  November^  subject  to  future  ratification^  when 
the  terms  of  a  general  peace  should  be  finally  settled 
with  France. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Tii£  secresy  and  despatch  with  which  the  Ameri- 
can  coramisBioners  had  brought  the  Begotiationto  a 
conclusion,  and  the  very  favourahle  terms  which  by 
their  industry,  skill  and  persev  erance,  they  had  ob- 
tained for  their  country^  created  .no  less  surprise  at 
the  French  court,  than  dissatisfaction  and  indigna-  - 
tion  in  tbe  Parliament  of  England.  The  latter  were 
SO  loud  in  their  expressions  of  disapprobation^  that 
'  serious  fears  were  entertained^  lest  all  the  measures 
for  a  general  pacification  'should  be  set  aside  or  suel' 
pended,  and  hostilities  be  once  more  commenced. 

Ja  addition  ta  the  common  enjoyment  of  the  fishe- 
ries, tbe  boundaries  wUcb  our  commissioners  had  pro- ' 
cured  for  the  United  States,  were  much  more  exten- 
sive, than  any  which  had  been  claimed  by  them  in 
their  colonial  state.  These  boundaries  comprehend- 
ed the  country  on  bbUi  sides  of  the  Ohio,  and  the  ex-  ' 
tensive  Indian  lands  on  the  east  side  of  the  Missisip- 
pi,  some  of  the  nations  inhabiting  which,  had  been  al- 
lies of  Great  Britain^  The  free  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  was  ru^arded  as  a  concession,  which  the 

'  revolted  colonies  had  no  right  to  demand;  and  the 
abandonment  of  the  loyalists  to  the  mercy  of  Coii- 
gress,  'was  reprobated  by  their  friends  in  parliament, 
as  giving  them  up  to  the  fury  of  a  populace  who  re- 
garded them  as  more  inveterate  and  cruel  enemies 
than  the  natives  of  Great  Britain.  It  was  represent- 
ed as  idle  and  fallaciou?^,  to  suppose  that  Coiigiess 

,  could  or  would  protect  them,  or  make  restitution  of 
flieir  confiscated  estates ;  and  upon  the  whole  it  was 
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urged  lEat  an  agreement  in  soch  profieional  articles 
of  a  treaty  as  those  which  the  folly  and  weakuess  of 
,  Mr.  Oswald  had  granted^  would  be  to  tarnish  the 
character  and  prostrate  the  glory  of  the  British  na- 
tion. 

The  freedom  with  which  Mr.  Oswald  was  ridiculed, 
mras  extended  also  to  the  new  minister,  Lord  bbel- 
bnme,  whose  condnct  was  sererely  censured  as  weak 
and  inconsistent;  and  this  minister  soon  found  him- 
self so  greatly  in  the  minority^  that  he  was  glad  to  re- 
tire from  a  political  contest,  in  which  it  was  obvious, 
private  interests  and  passions  had  more  influence  than 
concern  for  the  publick  welfare.  He  was  succeeded 
Jby  the  Duke  o(  Portland,  and  a  coalition  was  formed 
as  singular  and  extraordinaiy,  as  that  which  seven 
years  before^  had  been  raised  up,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Earl  of  Chatham.  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox, 
between  whose  political  sentiments  there  had  beeu 
for  eight  years  an  irreconcileable  difference,  were 
now  seen  to  act  together  with  the  cordiality  of  long 
established  fricndslup.  Mr.  Oswald  was  recalled 
from  Paris,  and  Mr.  Hartley  wUs  deputed  by  the  new 
minister  to  take  bis  place. 

The  ferment  w  hich  this  discussion  created  in  Par- 
liament, served  no  other  purpose  than  to  retard  the 
general  negotiadons :  for  as  far  as  they  regarded  the 
United  States,  neither  the  high  tone  of  the  British 
cabinet^  nor  the  ingenuity  and  address  of  Mr.  Os- 
wald's successor,  were  able  to  effect  any  change  in  the 
stipulations  of  the  provisional  treaty.  Young  as  the 
Lnileil  States  were  iu  affairs  of  diplomacy,  it  would 
not  have  been  easy  to  liave  found  four  genlkmen  bet- 
ter qualified  to  meet  the  profound  and  subtle  states- 
men of  Europe^  than  our  ^mnussioners  on  this  occa- 
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gion.  Their  talents,  tlieir  indefatigable  zeal  and  vigi- 
lance,  their  atrcDaous  exertions  and  devoted  atiacb- 
nent  to  the  interests  of  Uieir  country^  enabled  them 
to  discuvi  {  jiiid  counteract  the  intrigues  and  diplomat- 
ick  finesse  of  older  negotiators ;  and  though  Congress 
had  evinced  a  want  of  confidence  in  their  discretion^ 
by  placini;  them  under  the  gnidance  of  the  Frtoch 
court,  theiirnincss  and  address  with  which  they  act- 

'ed  throughout  the  whole  of  the  arduous  business  of, 
negotiation,  showed  *lhat  while  they,  were  claiming 
independence  fur  thfir  country,  they  knew  how  to 
enjoy  its  rights  and  privileges  in  themselves.  -  • 
The  de&uitive  treaty  of  peace  and  friendship  be* 
tween  his  Rrittanick  Majesty,  and  the  United  States^ 
was  signed  at  Versailles  on  the  S(\  of  September, 
by  the  resp^ctirc  plenipotentiaries;  and  on 
the  same  day  at  Versailiea^  tbedeinitive  treaties  be* 

'tween  Great  Britain,  France  and  Spain  were  also 
concluded  and  signed.  A  cessation  of  hostilities 
hafl  taken  place  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Unitsd 
Provinces  of  Holland,  when  the  preliminary  articles 
were  signed  between  the  other  powers  of  Europe, 
but  their  {jiovisional  treaty  was  not  concluded  until 
the  ^d  of  Beptember^  nor  finally  ratified  until  some 
nionths  after  the  perfect  restoration  of  peace. 

xiltliough  as  we  have  just  seen,  the  definitive 
treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States^ 
was  not  signed  until  September^  there  had  been  no 
%  act  of  hostility  between  the  two  armies,  and  a  state 
of  peace  had  actually  existed,  from  the  Commencement 
of  the  year  1783.  A  formal  proclamation  of  the 
cessation  of  hostilities  was  made  throughout  the  ar- 
my on  the  19th  of  April ;  but  some  time  before  this 
^eriod^  mischievous  attempts  had  been  made  by  anon- 
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ymous  publications^  to  influence  the  nunds  of  the  olB- 
cers  and  soldiers  against  CongreMy  and  to  impress 
them  with  the  necessity  of  insisting  upon  a  full  re- 
dress of  ill]  their  £;rievancos,  before  they  consented  to 
put  out  of  their  hands  the  means  of  enforcing  it. 
While  the  war  continued^  the  army^  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, had  horne  with  heroick  patience,  hardships 
Htxl  privations  uf  the  severest  kind:  they  had  looked 
forward  to  the  peace,  as  the  final  period  of  their  suf- 
ferings, tmsting  with  confidence  to  the  promises  of 
.  Congress,  and  to  the  prospect  of  an  ameliorated  state 
:   of  the  finances.    But  now  this  long  expected  time 
was  approaching;  and  that  they  saw  no  effort  made 
to  secora  the  payment  of  their  large  arrearages^  thai 
on  the  contrary,  it  appeared  to  be  the  wish  and  in- 
tention of  Congress  to  disband  the* army  bjf  furloughs, 
with  no  other  reward  for  their  long  services,  than  the 
arms  with  which  they  had  fought ;  they  became  ouU 
ra2;eous  in  their  complaints,  and  equally  bold  in  their 
demands  for  immediate  payment.    They  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  commander  in  chief,  entreating,  that 
lie  would  not  now  take  the  part  of  Congress  against 
them^  by  compelling  the  soldiers  to  accept  of  fur- 
loughs, until  tliey  had  received  some  compensation 
for  their  services,  and  they  appointed  a  committer 
(General  M^Dongal,  Colonels  Brookes  and  Ogden) 
to  wait  on  Congress,  and  represent  to  that  body  the 
state  of  the  army,  and  the  probable  consequences  of 
a  dishandnient  under  such  circumstances. 

Tlie  most  seditious  p;i[)ers  were  iu  the  mean  time 
industriously  circulated  through  the  army,  the  auth- 
ors of  which,  it  was  generally  suspected,  were  prompt- 
ed or  aided  by  other  public  creditors^  thaathudc  wliick 
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belonged  to  the  military.    They  felt  aa  interest  in 
making  use  of  the  army  to  intimidate  Congress. and 
compel  them  to  enter  into  soch  arrangements  as  would 
bind  the  respective  states  to  become  responsible  for  all 
the  pu!)lic  debts.    It  was  a  fearful  and  alarming  cri- 
sis for  Congress.  Tliey  conld  not  deny  the  justice  of 
the  claims  made  upon  them  by  the  army,  nor  was  it 
in  their  power  to  satisfy  their  demands.  It  was  pain- 
ful to  dismiss  them  without  some  security  for  the  fu- 
ture liquidation  of  their  immense  arrearages,  and  yet  ^ 
so  indifferent  were  the  states  to  the  orders  or  reniou- 
strancesof  Congress,  that  but  little  hope  could  be  en* 
tertained  of  any  final  and  satisfactory  settlement.— 
-They  were  compelled,  therefore,  to  answer  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  army,  in  such  a  way  as  they  thought 
best  calculated  to  calm  their  irritation,  and  excite  them 
to  future  patiencii  and  confidence  in  the  good  faith  of 
the  states.  They  made  a  commntaiioiiof  the  half  pay 
for  life  to  the  officers,  or  to  those  of  them  who  prefered 
it,  by  grauting  the  gross  sum  of  five  years  pay,  in 
money  or  securities  at  6  per  cent  per  annum;  and  by 
the  indefatigable  exertions  of  Mr.  Morris,  they  were 
enabled  after  a  time  to  procure  a  sum  equivaleot  to 
four  months  pay  of  tlie  array. 

Washington  during  all  this  time  laboured  with 
assiduity  to  quiet  the  murmurs,  and  allay  the  muti- 
nous spirit  of  the  army.  He  spoke  individually  to 
the  officers,  and  addressed  them  collectively;  and 
every  thing  which  his  duty  as  commander  in  chief,  or 
his  feeling;  as  a  patriot  could  dictate,  was  done.  He 
conjured  them  to  rely  on  the  faitft  of  their  country, 
and  pledged  himself  that  his  influence  and  abilities 
would  never  cease  to  be  exerted  in  their  favour,  so 
long  as  they  respected  themselves^  aud  preserved 
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their  well  earned  reputation  untarnished  by  intempe- 
rate resolutionfl^  and  acts  that  must  lead  to  a  civil  dis- 
cord, more  horrible  than  any  grievances  of  which  they 
had  now  to  complain. 

These  efforts  of  Washington  produced  the  desired 
effect  upon  the  greater  part  of  the  army^  who  accept- 
e«|  their  farloughs^  and  retired  peaceably  to  tlieir 
homes  ;  hut  a  few  of  those  who  had  the  least  cause 
of  complaint^  as  is  too  often  found  to  be  the  case,  still 
maintained  their  resolution  to  enforce  redress  at  the 
point  of  Ae  bayonet.  Vortnnately  this  number  was 
too  contem])tihle  either  to  cast  a  shade  over  the  glory 
of  the  army,  or  tp  excite  the  fears  of  the  country. — 
About  eighty  of  the  Pennsylvania  levies,  stationed  at 
Lancaster,  foolishly  determined  to  march  to  Phila- 
dolphisy  and  compel  the  state  council  to  an  immediate 
redress  of  their  grievances.  They  reached  the  city  on 
the  SOth  June,  and  repairing  to  the  barracks,  induced 
about  200  of  the  soldiers  lately  returned  from  the 
Southern  army  to  join  them.  On  the  2isi  they  re- 
paired to  the  State  House,  where  the  Congress,  as 
well  as  the  State  Council  were  in  session ;  they  made 
their  appearance  as  martial  and  imposing  as  possible, 
by  marching  with  fixed  bayonet,  and  drums  beating. 
•  Having  secured  all  the  avenues  to  the  house,  they 
sent  in  a  written  message  to  the  president  of  the  Btate 
Council,  containing  threats  of  immediate  vengeance  if 
their  demands  were  not  satisfied.  Congress  though 
not  the  object  of  this  insult,  felt  nevertheless  some- 
what alarmed  at  the  menacing  attitude  of  the  soldie- 
ry, and  for  several  hours  remained  in  a  state  of  un- 
plea^nt  imprisonment.  At  the  end  of  this  time^  find- 
ing that  no  attempt  was  made  to  insult  immolest  them, 
they  determined  upon  adjouriung  to  meet  at  Prince- 


Digitize<l  by  Google 


AMERICAN  REVOLUTION.      '  9QfJ 

ton,  on  the  26th,  and  endeavouring  to  effect  theif 
e^^cape  out  of  the  house.  This  they  did  not  only  from 
a  fear  of  being  annoyed  by  a  repetition  of  such  scenes, 
but  as  an  expression  of  their  resentment  against  the 
City  Authorities  for  adopting  no  measiires  of  protec- 
tion. From  Princeton  they  soon  adjourned  to  Anna- 
polis in  Maryland. 

Washington  took  the  most  decisive  measures  to 
quiet  these  disturbances  as  soon  as  he  was  informed 
of  them,  by  sending  General  Howe  with'a  latge  de- 
tachment to  Philadelphia.  The  mutineers  were  soon 
dispersed  without  bloodshed,  and  some  of  them  tried 
and  condemned  to  death ;  but  they  were  afterwards 
pardoned  by  Congress,  who  felt  but  too  conscious 
that  they  had  given  cause  for  discontents  even  more 
outrageous. 

On  the  17th  of  August  Sir  Guy  Carleton  informed 
the  president  of  Congress,  that  he  had  received  his, 
final  orders  for  the  evacuation  of  New- York,  and  that, 
he  should  lose  no  time  in  prepariug  to  execute  his 
majesty's  commands.    Congress  soon  after  issued  a 
proclamation,  in  which  after  thanking  the  array,  in  thev/ 
name  of  their  country,  for  their  patriotick  virtue  and 
faithful  services,  throughout  the  progress  of  a  long 
and  arduous  war,  they  added  that    such  part  of  the 
federal  army  as  stood  engaged  to  serve  during  the  * 
war,  should  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  Novem- 
ber next,  be  al)solutely  discharged  from  the  said  ser- 
vice." On  the  day  previous  to  their  discharge,  Wash-  . 
ington  issued  his  farewell  orders.    The  trying  times 
through  which  he  had  passed,  the  difficulties  which  at 
every  stage  of  the  long  contest,  he  had  had  to  encoun- 
ter, and  the  unexampled  patience  which  under  every 
circumstance  of  suffering  this  army  had  evinced,  the 
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affecdonate  respect  aod  deference  with  which  they  had 

at  all  times  treated  his  commands  and  his  advice, 
gave  a  melanchtdy  solemnity  to  the  present  occatiioDy 
which  deeply  aft'ected  the  mind  of  Washington.  He 
took  a  review  of  the  past  scenes,  dwelt  opoa  the  glo- 
rious prospects  which  were  now  opening  upon  them, 
earnestly  exhorted  them  to  pursue  that  course  oi*  con- 
duct which  would  ensure  to  them  the  enjoyment  of 
the  blessings  for  which  they  had  fought,  and  then  bad 
them  adieu  in  the  following  words  :  ^*  Beiuii;  now  to 
conclude  these  his  last  publick  orders,  to  take  his  ul- 
timate leave  in  a  short  time,  of  the  military  character, 
and  to  bid  a  final  adieu  to  the  armies  he  has  so  long 
had  the  honour  to  command,  he  can  only  again  offer 
in  their  behalf,  his  recommendations  to  their  grateful 
country,  and  his  prayers  to  the  God  of  armies.  May 
ample  justice  be  done  them  here,  and  may  the  choicest 
of  heaven's  favours,  both  here  and  hereafter,  attend 
those  who  under  flie  divine  auspices,  have  secured 
innnmerable  blesshigs  for  others !  With  these  wishes 
and  this  benediction,  the  commander  in  chief  is  about 
to  retire  from  service.  The  curtain  of  separation  will 
soon  be  drawn,  and  the  military  scene  to  him  will  be 
closed  forever."  • 

The  preparations  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  being  at 
length  completed,  New-York  was  evacuated  on  the 
d0th  of  November,  and  on  the  same  day  Gteneral 
Washington  with  the  patriotick  Governour  Clinton 
and  the  irrespective  suites  made  their  publick  entry  in- 
to the  ci^.  The  concourse  of  citizens  to  witness  this 
interesting  scene,  was  great ;  and  the  numerous  amuse-* 
ments  devised,  to  give  zest  to  the  joyous  occasion  were 
Splendid  beyond  example.  Washington  remained 
liat  a  short  time  at  New-York^  and  taking  an  dbc- 
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tionate  leave  of  his  ofiBcers^  he  hastened  to  Annapolis, 
wbere  the  Congress  were  then  sitting,  to  consummate 
the  glofj  of  his  career^  by  reisigoing  hia  anlimited  pow- 
er Into  the  hands  of  those  who  had  conferred  it  upon 
him.  This  he  did  on  the;i3d  ofDecember,inapiil)lick 
audience  of  Congress ;  aud  immediately  afleu  this  in- 
teresting interviewi  once  more  in  the  character  of  a 
private  citiEen,  this  illnstrions  hero^  filled  with  de- 
lightful anticipations,  and  enjoying  the  consciousness 
of  having  faithfully  discharged  the  duties  of  his  res* 
ponsbile  station^  hastened  to  his  favourite  Mount  Ver- 
non, where  a  richer  reward  awaited  hira  than  all  the 
honours  which  the  publick  could  bestow — the  ajOTec- 
tionate  greetings  of  an  amiable  and  beloved  wife^  and 
the  approving  smiles  of  his  earliest  associates  and 
neighbours. 

On  the  13th  of  December  Congress  received  the  de- 
finitive treaty^  and  on  the  following  day  it  was  solemn- 
ly ratified  by  affixing  to  it  the  great  seal  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  We  should  transcend  the  limits  a.ssi2;ned 
to  this  worky.were  we  to  pursue  the  further  measures  of 
Congress^  towards  the  establishment  of  a  general  go- 
vernment to  secure  the  blessings  of  independence,  now 
acknowledged  by  all  t^e  respectable  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, The  war  was  ended^  and  gloriously  ended^ 
with  the  attainment  of  all  its  objects;  but  much 
yet  remaiued  to  l)e  done  by  Congress,  to  complete  the 
work  which  had  hitherto  been  entrusted  to  the  army. 
These  labonra  more  properly  belong  to  another  his* 
tory ;  abd  we  now  therefore  take  our  leave  of  the  rea- 
der, earnestly  recommending  to  his  constant  attention^ 
this  advice  of  the  great  father  of  our  liberties — There 
are  four  things  which  I  humbly  conceive  are  essential 
to  the  wellbeing,  1  may  venture  to  say  to  the  exis- 
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teocey  of  the  United  States  as  an  independent  power* 
Isi.  An  indUsoloble  union  of  the  States  under  ono 
federal  head.  Sd.  A  sacred  regard  to  publick  justice. 
3d.  The  adoption  of  a  proper  peace  e«itablishinent. 
And  4th.  The  prevalence  of  that  paciftck  and  friend* 
ly  dispoditioti  among  the  people  of  the  United  States^ 
which  will  induce  them  to  forget  their  local  prejudices 
and  politicks^  to  make  those  mutual  concessions  which 
are  requisite  to  the  general  prosperity  ;  and  in  some 
instances  to  sacriSoe  theirindividoal  advantages  to  the 
interest  of  the  community.  These  are  the  pillars  on 
which  the  glorious  fabrick  of  our  independenco  and 
national  character  mutt  be  sUpforiedJ^ 
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